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LOSE THE BLACKOUT BLUES 


Metro-Robbins Makes 106 on Cohan’s | 


RADIO 
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‘Over There’: Geo. 


M. Collects Nothing 








George M. Cohan’s personal attor- 
ney and his long-time friend, Capt. 
Dennis F. O’Brien, are doing a 
burnup at Robbins Music for nick- 
ing Warner Bros. $10,000 for the non- 
exclusive right to use Cohan’s ‘Over 
There’ in the forthcoming WB film 
biog of-the ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ 

Further aggravating the situation 
is the fact that Cohan never got a 
dime from the song. He had turned 
it over to an old songwriting 
friend, the late Billy Jerome, gratis, 
who in turn assigned it to Leo Feist, 
Inc., for $25,000, which Jerome used 
to clear up his own debts, etc. The 
Metro-Robbins music interests ulti- 
mately acquired the Feist catalog, 
including Cohan’s own song, which 
Warners had-to use since the Con- 
gressional medal award to Cohan 
for ‘Over There’ makes its inclusion 
imperative, 


Legit Producer 
Would Buy Back 
Screen Rights 


Film rights to ‘Angel Street,’ 
Broadway's new hit meller, are in a 
vice versa state. Instead of a pic- 
ture company trying to buy the 
rights from the legit producer, situ- 
ation is exactly reversed. 

Shepard Traube, producer of the 
play, is attempting to purchase film 
rights from Columbia, which owns 
them. Col acquired them when it 
bought American distribution rights 
to ‘Gaslight,’ English-made picture 
adapted from the London play of the 
same name. ‘Angel Street’ is a 
titled, revised version of the same 
play. 

Col has had print of ‘Gaslight,’ 
starring Diana Wynyard, in its New 

(Continued on page 35) 


SUGGEST SPONSORING 
RED CROSS RADIO SHOW 


aS Washington, Dec. 23. 

Officials of the American Red 
Cross have been approached by sev- 
€ral sources with the idea of putting 
together a name variety show and 
getting some national advertiser to 
underwrite it on one of the net- 
works. 

Project would be in content and 
Sponsor ramifications similar to the 

‘S. Treasury show (NBC-Blue) 
from whose sponsorship the Bendix 
9 bowed out last night (Tues- 


Buchanan agency was still hopeful 














yesterday (Tuesday) of lining up a| 


8roup of aviation companies to con- 
tinue the show. 


re- | 


vv 


Just in Case 





George Jessel has set up rules 
on what to do in night clubs 
should there be an air raid dur- 
ing a gin rummy game: 

The cards must be placed in 
an impartial kibitzer’s pocket; 
the score and the pencil must 
lay untouched; also no schneiders 
(shutouts) until the ‘all clear’ 
signal is given. 


WHATLL IT DO 
TO GLENDALE? 


Sneak previews wili become ses- 











sions of pure science for producers— 
with the 


cards a thing of the past—when ex- 
periments at Columbia University 


unsatisfactory ‘reaction’ 





with a new reaction machine are} 
completed. It is an adaptation of| 
|the program analyzer device in- 
vented by Dr. Paul Lazarsfeld, of| 


the Columbia Institute of Radio Re- 
search, and Frank Stanton, research 
director of CBS, and is already being 
used in radio, 

Reactions are recorded on a graph 
every second of the picture by 15 
peopie at one time. They press but- 
tons in front of them for ‘like,’ ‘dis- 
like’ and various other shades of 
opinion and each reaction is recorded 
by a pen on a graph. 

Experimental work on the ma- 
chine, as it applies to films, is being 
done by the Institute of Economic 





Education, Bard College, Columbia 
| University, Annandale-on-Hudson, 
nN. k. 


/MET’S ALL-AMERICAN 


An event of unique importance in 


day (29) at the Met, when the sea- 
son’s first ‘Rigoletto’ will present Jan 


Peerce and Robert Weede, erstwhile 
Radio City Music Hall tenor and 
baritone, respectively, together for 
the first time. Peerce and Weede, 
buddies since their first days at the 
Music Hall together, have sung the 
opera in other cities. 

The Met is going all-out to present 
an all-American cast, and with 
Peerce and Weede will be Josephine 
Antoine, coloratura; Anna Kaskas, 
mezzo; Lansing Hatfield, basso (de- 
but); Norman Cordon, bass, and Ar- 
thur Kent, baritone, all Americans. 

Ettore Panizza, born in the Argen- 
tine, will conduct, making the per- 
formance the first all-American cast 
at the Met in decades. 





GHAGES PIX FANG 


Show Business Campaign 
to Dispel Exaggerated 
Hoopla Over Air-Raid Pre- 
cautions—Needlessly Dis- 
tresses Communities at 
Time When Amusement Is 
Most Important 





SELL SHOWS 


At first quick to rush into print on 
air-raid . precautions or other 
including trailers, attempting 

to inform the public what was being 
done for their safety, theatre opera- 
tors are now veering away from the 
war scare and trying to sell shows 
rather than shelter. A keynote is: 
‘Lose the Blackout Blues.’ 

In this connection, it is claimed by 
exhibitors that early publicity on 


in 





precautions as well as general con- 
versation concerning theatres, has 
hurt considerably at the boxoffice 


what amounts to worry by exhibs as 
(Continued on page 55) 





MUSIC SALES 
SETS IN 


Sheet music business staged a 
sharp comeback last week from the 


Prov- 





WITH PEERCE, WEEDE 3" 


the musical world takes place Mon- | 


the United States in the war. 


recovery was 


piano copies from Monday (15) 


| The overturn on the same tune this 

Monday (22) was close to 10,000 

copies. Other major pop sellers of 
(Continued on page 52) 





Deanna’s Fly-to-London 
Story Backfires on U. 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 


Universal home office has been 
taken severly to task by Pan-Ameri- 
can airline. officials for giving out 
the yarn» to the press that Deanna 
Durbin and husband, Vaughn Paul, 
are clippering to England today 
(Tuesday) to entertain’ British 
troops, Universal execs were told 








| further that 
(Continued on page 47) 


such publicity 





AIA-F A) WORRY [Demand for War Reissues Significant 


Cue to Industry on Future Topical Pix 


Sweater B.O. 





Springfield, Mass., Dec. 23. 

Theatre managers hereabouts 
aren’t nearly so worried about 
blackouts and war scares hurting 
their business as they are about 
competition from nearby Smith 
college. First Glee Club concert 
of the season found 100 lassies 
singing, attired in. gaily colored 
sweaters. 

Critics found the girls in ex- 
cellent form. 











Ay? | thrust into the world conflict. 
| and in many towns has pointed up 





slump that hit it with the entry of 
| was 
| ing an exceptional pacemaker in the | 
Shapiro - Bernstein’s | 
‘White Cliffs of Dover,’ whose sale of | 
to | 
Friday (19), inclusive, totaled 38,000. 





pitches | 


WAR PLAYS 


—IN SPADES 





War plays in profusion are going 
the rounds of managerial offices and 
picture story departments, the 


result of the U. S. being suddenly 
One 
recently 


as 


or two which had been 


| marked for production are definitely 
| out because of the turn in events. 


SOCKO BOOM IN 


There are at least eight scripts 
having to do with England and the 
blitz, which have become dated and 


are stricken off the list of stage 
possibilities. Another 10 have be- 
come completely nullified by the 


entrance of the U. S. into the war. 
Other dramas which are not strictly 
war plays, but have related subjects, 
are now doubtful of being produced. 


There was some talk of reviving 


based on America’s AEF in the last 


war, but opinion seems to be that 
this also is in the dated classifica- 
tion, despite the fact that the pres- 
ent generation did not ee 


‘Glory’ was done in film 


widely exhibited. 





PRIORITIES ON TRAVEL 


COMPLICATE SHOWMEN 





Among war problems for the in- 
dustry is difficulty in getting plane or 
railroad accommodations for show- 
men doing a lot of traveling. Distri- 
bution departments are considerably 
affected, although a representative 
number of film salesmen cover their 
respective territories in cars. 


According to the transportation 
chief of one of the big film com- 
panies, the Government has requisi- 
tioned 700 Pullman cars for use of 
Army personnel. 

Although reservations are held on 
planes and Pullmans, in the event 
the Army requires the space hur- 
riedly it is given preference and the 
reservations of civilians cancelled. 





| made in the last few weeks, 











Requests from exhibs for repeat 
bookings of old pictures which can 
be exploited so as to tie in with cur- 
rent war developments was noted in 
New York distribution circles last 
week. Field offices forwarded in- 
quiries for prints which have, in 
some cases, been gathering dust on 
the shelves for as long as two and 


three years. Demand is for sub- 
marine, plane, warship stories or 
titles, with some anti-totalitarian 


pictures also included. 

Demand for repeats is not in itself 
considered important, though it 
serves double-edged purpose of 
bringing some unlooked for revenue 
for the distrib while giving exhibi- 
tors desirable product at a low 
price. More important is the con- 
struction placed by sales forces on 
type of repeats wanted, because it 
points up the vast potential market 
for topical pictures. 

Film production in at least one or 
two major studios will be affected 

(Continued on page 47) 





Hwood Eyes 
Draftees For 


Post-War Use 


With the Army grabbing off all 


| the potential male Hollywood mater- 


ial, eastern talent departments of the 


; | major studios have hit on a new idea 
‘What Price Glory,’ outstanding play | a) : 


insure themselves stars of the 
future. They are optioning guys for 
screen testing after they are released 
by Uncle Sam—whenever that may 
pe 


to 


Number of such options have been 
it has 
been learned, although studios aren't 


revealing any names, inasmuch as 


| the options are not for services but 
| merely for tests and there’s fear of 


competition. 
Problem of finding and developing 
new male leads has always been 


(Continued on page 45) 


WB DICKERS GARBO 
AND NORMA SHEARER 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 


Deals are being talked at War- 
ners for Norma Shearer and Greta 
Garbo. 

Miss Shearer is on her final pic- 
ture after 17 years on the Metro lot 
and is being overtured by Jack War- 
ner for a contract. 

Miss Garbo is freelancing since 
‘Two-Faced Woman,’ and interested 








|} in several Warner story properties 


suited to her talents. 
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There’s a Song in Anything 


SLIGHT SWITCH 


Yorkville Nazi Pix House Debuts 
With Russe Films 








A reference which Gene Buck, ASCAP president, made about an 
organization antagonist of his during a recent meeting of the ASCAP 
membership turned out to be the inspiration for the latest songwriting 
collaboration of John Redmond, James Cavanaugh and Frank Weldon. 
week the threesome placed with 
tagged, ‘Don’t Tell a Lie About Me, Dear, and I Won't Tell the Truth 


Last 


About You.’ 


Redmond, who wrote the lyric, was one of the 500 writers present 
when Buck, in describing his personal 
publisher-directors who sought to have him resign, remarked that he 
told one of them (Louis Bernstein) that he (Bernstein) could go on 
telling lies about him but that he (Buck) would go on telling the truth 


about him (Bernstein). 





Business is business to Joseph 
Scheinman, operator of the Casino 
theatre in Manhattan’s Teutonic 
Yorkville sector. Grosses were good, 
so for years he ran nothing but Nazi 
pictures. Two weeks ago came the 
mutual German and U. S. declara- 
tions of war and Scheinman figured 
it the better part of valor to shutter. 

He'll open again on Christmas Day 
with official Soviet films and will 
run them as often as new ones are 
available from Artkino, When there's 
no Russian product, he'll attempt to 


Santly-Joy-Select a ballad 


recriminations with certain 








Hwood Talent Pool Will Handle 


fill in with U. S. and Allied propa- 
ganda pictures. What the reaction 
will be in a neighborhood that is pre- 
dominantly German—and many of 
whose residents are even now 


Soviet historical, ‘General Suvorov,’ 


All Cuff R f W Sh strongly Nazi—will be interesting to 
: 0 Kequests tor War ms ee, 





Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

A talent pool to handle all re- 
quests for free performances was 
formed Monday (22) night at a meet- 
ing of 200 stars who named Clark ! 
Gable, chairman of the organizing 
committee, to cooperate with the 
Hollywood Coordinating Committee 
for Stage, Screen and Radio Latter 
group is headed by Charles Feld- 
man. On committee with Gable are 
Myrna Loy, Claudette Colbert, 
Charles Boyer, Bob Hope, Rosa- 
lind Russell, John Garfield, Bette 
Davis, Tyrone Power, Gary Cooper, 
Ginger Rogers, Ronald Colman, Cary 
Grant, Irene Dunne, Jack Benny. 

Presiding at the meeting was Ed- 
ward Arnold, who explained in detail 
a plan for handling talent setup. 
Nearly all stars agreed to contribute 
as much time as possible to enter- 
taining service men, ‘Boosting De- 
fense Bond Sales,’ and lend all aid in 
buoying civilian morale. 

Film stars decided on talent pool) 
to bring some order out of chaotic 
condition. Edgar Bergen last week 
found it necessary to turn down five) 
different unofficial groups because | 
he already had a full schedule of ap- 

arances at camps and Defense) 

ond rallies, 

Chief complaint is against the so- 
ciety mob and clubwomen who, to) 
further their own ends, take ad- 
vantage of a situation by insisting on 
stars showing up for their pet 
shindigs for which they donate a few 
dollars or some knitted goods to lads 
in camps. 


M. P. Relief Donations 
Hit 20-Yr. High in Nov. 














Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Donations to the Motion Picture 
Relief Fund last month exceeded all 
monthly records in the 20-year his- 
tory of the organization. There were 
140 voluntary contributions from film | 
workers of all branches, amounts not 
disclosed. 

Meanwhile the Society of Motion | 
Picture Interior Decorators ha 
fered free services for the decoration 


of the Motion Picture Country House |= 
| 


in San Fernando Valley. 





| 
Maureen O’Hara-Price To | 
Wed in His Home Town 


. Memphis, Dec. 23. 
» Maureen O’Hara, RKO star. will 
ibe Married late this week in Mag- 
nolia, Miss., to Will Price, dialog 
director who first attracted atten- 
tion with his successful handling of 
the dialect for ‘Gone With the Wind’ 

Mississippi village is home town to | 
Price. He was to arrive there Mon- 
day (22), with Miss O’Hara follow- 
ing Wednesday (24). The wedding 
is to take place before the end of 
the week. 

This is to be Price’s first marriage, 
Miss O’Hara’s second. They will 
visit Memphis enroute back to Hol- 


ly wood, friends here have been ad- 
vised. 








Renew Burns and Allen 
Hollywood, Dec. 23. 


Options came through last week |. 


for the cast of Burns and Allen Swan 
soap show. 

Mead comics unaffected as they 
have straight 39-week deal with 
Lever Bros. 





Gene Austin to Hollywood 
Gene Austin planes from Miami 
Beach, to Hollywood to sing one 
chorus from ‘My Blue Heaven.’ 
Austin is being paged by Boris 
Morros for a specialty in forthcom- 
ing ‘Tales of Manhattan,’ 


which details the defeat, in one of its 
campaigns, of Napoleon's apparently 
(Continued on page 54) 


‘H’wood Lacked ‘Guts’ 
Prior to National 
Defense’ —Kanin 


More Parallels 


As with patriotic pop songs, 
the 1917 World War I days like- 
wise had a hula vogue, which is 
comparable to our present-day 
South Seas nitery cycle, which, 
of course, segued into the cur- 
rent Latin American vogue. 

As for Lincolniana, Benjamin 
Chapin was the 1917 counterpart 
of the modern Raymond Massey 
in stage and screen delineations. 











Hollywood lacked the ‘guts’ to do 
the job it could have done during the 
period of national defense and must 








| Better Hurry or It'll 


s of- tive 


| 


do a better job during the war if 
it is to win priorities, Garson Kanin 
warned on Friday (19). Former film 
director, now motion picture adviser 
to the Office of Emergency Manage- 
ment, spoke at the organization 
meeting of the Motion Picture De- 
fense Conference in New York. 
‘The film industry, during the pe- 
riod of defense, perhaps wasn’t pas- 
sionate enough, did not dig deeply 


(Continued on page 35) 
Because it would look as if they 


were pounding an anvil against the | , 
seatioaed unity a ioe the former | ‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ 
Being Rushed by Republic 


isolationists have decided to let 
sleeping dogs lie. Without formal 
announcement, the Clark subcom- 
Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Republic is rushing four war 
stories through the writing mill for 


mittee pulled the dirt over the 
grave. 

The isolationist bloc realizes 
there would be a face-reducing re- 
volt if the probe is continued. So/ early production, starting Dec. 29 
Senator D. Worth Clark, of Idaho,| with ‘Remember Pearl Harbor,’ to 
sitting on what he considers hot in-| be produced by Albert J. Cohen 
formation about the alleged monopo- |} from his own story idea. 

Others in preparation are ‘Yanks 
not disposed to carry out his prom-| Over Burma Road,’ ‘Wings Over 
ised threats. He may not even make | Alaska’ and ‘International Bandits.’ 
a report on the Nye-Bennett Clark - 


listic control of the film business, is 
resolution. 
i 
Chico Marx Time 


JAPS PUT ‘FINIS’ TO 
‘WARMONGER’ PROBE 


Washington, Dec. 23. 
Echoes of Japanese bombs on 
Hawaii two weeks ago drowned out 
all talk about resumption of the sen- 
ate’s warmongering hearings. 














= 











Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Be Other Way Around Chico Marx has organized his 

Hollywood, Dec. 23. | band of 10 pieces for the first book- 

Bryan Foy is producing his own| ing at the Commercial hotel in Elko, 

story, ‘Prison Ship,’ at 20th-Fox with | Nev., from Dec. 23 through New 

a high budget and a top cast early | Year’s. Marx leads from the piano 

next year. when not out front cutting touches. 

Yarn deals with the fate of cap- Ed Fishman, at the William Morris, 
s aboard Axis sea raiders. is booking. 


























ABBOTT and COSTELLO 
‘The picture is at its best whenever Abbott and Costello are within 
camera range.’ —Rose Pelswick, N. Y. Journal-American. 
Currently on National Release 
in ‘KEEP "EM FLYING’ 
Universal Pictures Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 
Under Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 
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+44 A AS 


a 


Have been taking singing lessons 
and my teacher told me that, if I 
learn to regulate my breathing—so 


ing I lift two heavy dum 


me with a sledge hammer. 
Broadway 


of his phone booth twice. 


in case he gets lost in it. 


after him. 


a rubber toupee. 


Jack Oakie knows an actor who 1s 


Ina Ray Hutton’s orchestra didn’t 


THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 





— 





Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
for my picture, ‘Whispering Ghosts! 
wanted to be successful, I'd have to 
I hid all my Ann Sheridan pictures, 


I go in for a lot of physical culture to build my chest up. Each morn.- 
lis—and then it’s my brother’s turn to lift me. 

Saw an advertisements in a magazine which said: ‘We can swell your 
chest for a dollar.’ I sent them a dollar and a fellow came around and hit 


Department 


Harold Conrad wires that he met a very unusual girl in a night club on 
Broadway. She didn’t need room rent, was satisfied with what she had 
and was never married to Tommy Manville. 

Georgie Jessel saw a picture on Broadway that was so bad he turned 
to a friend and said, ‘it must have been released on bail.’ 

Things are so tough for a certain small-time agent he’s been locked out 


Billy Rose’s bed is so large that he has two St. Bernard dogs patroling 
Holly woodiana 

Maxie Rosenbloom had a new honor conferred on him. A certain horse 

on whom he’d lost a lot of money felt so bad about it she named her foal 


Jackie Gleason knows a producer who kad so many brainstorms he wore 


Phil Silvers, talking about a certain actor who was noted for his chisel- 
ing tactics, exclaimed, ‘How can a heel like him toe the mark?’ 


so jealous, whenever he sees his wife 


talking to another fellow his Adams apple turns green, 
Music Department 


sound so well the day I caught her 


show. One of her bumps was offkey. 


There’s a certain bandleader who 


bath in wood alcohol, whick causes 


‘Belly Laugh Barton,’ Jack Benny’s 


Angler: Fish-ful thinking . 


The Little Sinister. 
Observation 


with hypochondriacs, 
sunstroke or the flu. 
Eavesdropped at Plaza Hotel: ‘He 
ali over.’ 


again. 


Four American Aces 
Greenlee & Drayton 
Margaret Young 


got a lovely gift from his musicians 


as a Xmas gift, something he really needed—a musical ear. 
Got the shock of my life the other day. I ran into a bandleader who'd 
never written a song and didn’t own a publishing firm. 
Radio Department 
Love doing my Ballantine show from NBC. The studio I broadcast 
from is so large my mother has to laugh twice—to be heard once. 
Charlie McCarthy has a sure way to discourage termites. 


He takes a 
the varmints to become intoxicated, 


thereby losing their balance and falling on their heads. 
There’s a certain comedian on the air who has taken hig writers off 
bread and water—and substituted whole wheat toast instead. 
There’s No Truth to the Rumor: 
That the favorite song of the Japanese soldiers is ‘China Boy’....That 


six-year-old writer, is Fred Allen's 


son....That Gene Autry’s pajama trousers have built-in spurs. 

Hangnail Descriptions 
. . Wallace Beery: Mug-nificent . . . Joe 
Frisco: Pony Boy . . . Barbara Hutton: Flaxen-Heiress . . . Peter Lorre: 


Department 


Now that the racing season at Santa Anita has been cancelled for this 
year, 2,000 tipsters are walking around Hollywood very forlorn....The 
poor fellows have nothing to ‘tout’ about. 

The changeable weather we've been having out here is playing havoc 
They don’t know if they should complain about a 


started from scratch—now he itches 


Eavesdropped at Knickerbocker: ‘He had such a fat bankroll he had to 

put a girdle around it instead of a rubber band.’ 

My brother (the one with the Pork Pie nose) has turned scientist 

He’s working on a formula to make crazy quilts sane again. 
Whatever Became of ————? 


Eva Shirley & Co. 
Faber & Bernet 
Tierney & Donnelly 


Afterpiece 
All the actors in Hollywood are on a diet. 
to, and the ones laying off have to. Merry Christmas Everybody.’ 


The ones in pictures need 





British Civil Defense Reels Now 
In N.Y. Might Well Apply to the U.S. 





H’wood Tops Self With 
$475,826 Chest Donation 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Film industry smashed its own 
record for generosity by donating 
$475,826, with 19,510 individual sub- 
scribers, to the Community Chest 
drive, 

Film campaign, headed by Louis 
B. Mayer as chairman, not only ex- 
ceeded its own quota but brought 
the general Chest total up to $2,- 
711,000, only $39,000 short of its 1941 
goal, 








Jas. Roosevelt on Coast 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Capt. James Roosevelt got in last 
Friday (19) for a visit over the 
holidays with his wife and her 
family. 
He then returns to active duty. 


L.A. Cops Reaching 


Los Angeles, Dec. 23. 

Police commission asked the city 
council for wider powers in the 
regulation of stage shows and other 
forms of entertainment outside of 
motion pictures, 

Under present laws the commis- 
sion has authority only over per- 











formances in places where liquor is 
served. 


By HERB GOLDEN 

Staffs of U.S. government agencies 
about to embark on large-scale lens- 
ing of civilian morale and instruc- 
tional films may well take a lesson 
from British reels made during the 
past twe years, if the programs of 
English pictures that went on view 
at the Museum of Modern Art, N.Y., 
| yesterday (Tuesday) are any crite- 
| rion, 

British product, made by the 
Ministry of Information, the General 
Post Office and other government 
agencies, not only serve their utili- 
tarian purpose, but are highly en- 
tertaining. It has been suggested, in 
fact, that the U.S. could well make 
prints for use in this country of 
many of the English pictures and 
save itself both money and effort. 

Inasmuch as precisely the same 
process to extinguish an incendiary 
bomb must be employed in New 

(Continued on page 53) 


Theatre’s Slogan 


Detroit, Dec. 23. 

Since the President’s speech fol- 
lowing the outbreak of the war, the 
Fox theatre here has carried the 
phrase, ‘We Will Gain the Inevitable 
Triumph, So Help Us God’ in all its 
advertising. 

Frequently the phrase above the 
name of Franklin D. Roosevelt has 
| been given prominence, more than 
| half the ad, above its.picture bills. 
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F.D.R.s Letter to Mellett 





The White House 
December 18, 1941. 
Dear Mr. Mellett: 

The American motion picture is 
one of our most effective media in 
informing and_ entertaining our 
citizens. The motion picture must 
remain free insofar as_ national 
security will permit. I want no 
censorship of the motion picture; I 
want no’ restrictions placed thereon 
which will impair the usefulness of 
the film other than those very neces- 
sary restrictions which the dictates 
of safety make imperative. 

The motion picture, especially as 
used by the Federal Government, has 
a very useful contribution to make 
during the war emergency. In order 
that the Federal Government’s efforts 
in the field of motion picture pro- 
duction and distribution may serve 
most effectively and efficiently, it is 
desirable that all activities of the 
Federal Government be coordinated 


-under the direction of one central 


office. 

Therefore, as President of the 
United States and Commander-in- 
Chief of the Armed Forces, I direct 
that you, as Director of the Office of 
Government Reports, act as Co- 
ordinator of Government Films for 
the duration of the war. 

The functions you will discharge 
in this capacity are: 

(1). Act as liaison officer of the 
Federal Government with theatrical, 


educational and industrial producers | 


(Continued on page 52) 


20th-Fox Lensers May 
Have Filmed the Pearl 





y* 
vt 





Harbor Blitz Attack 





Minneapolis, Dec. 23. 

Twentieth-Fox studio might have 
filmed the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor Dec. 7, it was revealed by 
Col. Jason Joy, company official, in 
testimony offered by him as a wit- 
ness in the trial of distributors for 
violation of the state anti-consent- 
decree law. 

The film crew went to Pearl Har- 
bor to film scenes for a picture deal- 
ing with the U. S. Marine corps, ac- 
cording to Joy. Word has been re- 
ceived, he said, that the crew, which 
included four cameramen, a director 
and manager, has left Pearl Harbor 
for the U. S., presumably aboard a 
battleship. 

If the pictures of the Jap attack 
were made, they will be reviewed by 
Navy officials before being released 
for public exhibition, he told the 
court, 


Geo. M. Cohan’s 3d 
World War Il Song 


George M. Cohan, now on his way 
to recovery after his long siege, has 








written his third World War II song, | 


‘For the Flag, for the Home, for the 
Family,’ which Jerry Vogel, 
Clusive publisher, will bring 
directly after Jan. 1. 

Cohan, heretofore 


|}a count (name given), 
| presence on the stage has been an 





his ex-| 
out | 


isolationistic, | 


composed ‘We Must Be Ready’ in ’39, | 


and ‘This Is Our Side of the Ocean’ 
in 1940, the latter an especially 
strong let’s-stay-on-this-side-of-the- 
Atlantic song. 

Early this week Cohan motored to 
his country home at Monroe, N. Y., 
for the holidays, accompanied by his 
physician, Dr. Miguel Elias, who will 
remain a few days. Star is steadily 
growing stronger and has been tak- 
ing walks daily. Sunday evening 
(21) he attended a picture show for 
the first time since he was operated 
upon about six weeks ago, 





Pagoda’s Mercy Tour 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

John Hewlett resigned as exploi- 
teer for Paramount to make a 
Cvuntrywide tour with the Shanghai 
Silver Pagoda, an ancient work of 
art smuggled out of China under 
the noses of the Japs. 
- Pagoda will be exhibited to raise 
funds for children of China and | 


other ‘war-infested countries, 





A. & A.’s Gesture 





Hollywood, Dec. 23. 


Script of Amos ’n’ Andy’s 
Christmas eve program has been 
widely circulated to schools and 
churches throughout the country. 
Entire show devoted to Amos’ 
explanation of The Lord’s Prayer 
to his young niece, a repeat from 
last year. 

Church leaders of all faiths 
have approved the script. 


Radio Blasts 
Tulio Carminati 
For Amusing U.S. 


Frank Blair, reporting from WOL, 
Washington, to Mutual’s audience on 
a timely 15-minute evening program 
titled ‘For Your Information’ (FYD), 
with material supplied by Trans- 
radio Press, laid down a verbal bar- 
rage on actor Tulio Carminati. He 
is one of the 2,000-odd arrested 


aliens whose cases were being con- 
sidered by three-man public boards 
acting for Attorney General Biddle, 
Blair stated. 


Declaring that Carminati is really 
Blair said, ‘his 











open scandal’ and has created ‘great 
resentment’ among show business 
folks. He, Blair continued, ‘made a 
large fortune on the New York and 
London stage and in Hollywood’ and 
had ‘used the advantages’ which he 
so won to attack the United States, 
Britain and Democracy.’ 


Carminati was never a great hit 
on the stage in Italy, Blair remarked, 
but he clicked in London both as a 
legit and a film star. 


OVER $30,000 RAISED 
ON PICKFORD HANDBAG 


Toronto, Dec. 23. 











Stubs for Mary Pickford’s diamond ! 
and sapphire-studded  gold-mesh | 
evening bag, which she donated to 
the Toronto Citizens’ 
here for war effort and on 


Committee | 
which 
draw-tickets have been sold at two- 
bits a chance, will have a new owner 
on Christmas Eve when the draw 
takes place at the Royal York Ho- 


tel, under the auspices of B'nai 
B’rith 
Already, more than $30,000 has 


been raised on Miss Pickford’s gift, 
this in a trans-Canada campaign. 
Sale was non-sectarian. 


KORDA’S TOLSTOYER 


‘War and Peace,’ Russian Epic Pub- 
lished in 1869, a Napoleonic Tale 








| pending somewhat on official Ameri- 


may accept one of these if there’s to 





‘War and Peace,’ Count Leo Tol- | 
stoy’s Russian epic, published in| 
1869, will be Alexander Korda’s next | 
film. United Artists owner-producer 
expects to start camera work on it 
next summer and to spend six 
months in production. 


Classic, which runs some 1,500 
pages, pictures the Russian nobility 
during the Napoleonic wars. Before 
definitely deciding to do it, Korda 
had a survey made of libraries 
throughout the country to find how 
frequently the book was circulated. 
Results, he claims, show that millions 
of Americans have read it. 


All-name cast will be used in the 
picture, Korda has stated, with his 
wife, Merle Oberon, the only one 
chosen so far. She'll play Natasha 
Rostov. Another Tolstoy baok, ‘Anna 
Karenina,’ has been filmed twice, by 
Fox in 1915 and Metro in 1935, and 
was highly successful, 





INTEGRATES USE 
UF MOTION Pita 


Prime Job: Get Hollywood to 
Tie Into the General War 
Effort — Eliminate Dupli- 
cation and Overlapping 





ROSTEN MAY BE AIDE 





Meeting of all Government depart- 
ments and agencies using films in 
any way has been called for next 
week by Lowell Mellett, who was 
named last Thursday (18) as Co- 
ordinator of Government Films. It 
will be his tas} first to stop duplica- 
tion and otherwise integrate Federal 
policy on use of motion pictures. 
But far more important, it is re- 
ported, will be the task of attempt- 
ing to get Hollywood to _ insert 
morale-building and citizenry-arous- 
ing themes in its films to promote 
the war effort. 


Industry itself favored the appoint- 
ment of a man who was closer to it 
and more familiar with its workings, 
and there were rumblings to that 
effect last week, when Mellett’s name 
came to the fore. Other organiza- 
tidns which could have handled the 
job are the Office of Coordinator of 


(Continued on page 55) 


Gracie Fields’ Next 
Coin Tour May Be For 
Joint U. §.-Brit. Funds 


With Washington frowning on 
British relief activities in this coun- 
try, at least until plans are com- 
pletely under way for aid to Ameri- 
can soldiers and sailors and their 
families, Gracie Fields may embark 
early in 1942 on a nationwide tour of 
which proceeds would be divvied be- 
tween U.S. and British war charities. 
English music hall and film per- 
former on Saturday (20) completed 
her second U. S. and Canadian tour 
for benefit of the British War Relief 








MELLETT; FILM COORDINATOR 








exclusively. 


Miss Fields wound up in Van- | 
couver and proceeded from there to 
her home at Santa Monica, Cal., for a} 


rest. Her plans are indefinite, de- | 
can and British attitudes to further 
relief tours. She has several picture | 
and radio offers on the Coast and 





be no further fund-raising. 





Metro Tests Lina Romay 
And Philip Faversham 


Metro last week ie screen tests | 
in New York of Lina Romay and 
Philip Faversham. Miss Romay is 
vocalist with Xavier C orch. 
This was her second test for Metro. | 
being an elaboration of the original | 





at'’o 
ugats 


one. . She’s being considered for a | 
term pact. 
Faversham is a Broadway legit | 


player who was on his way to serve | 
with the American ambulance corps 
in Africa and was on the Zamzam 
when it was torpedoed. He is the | 
son of William Faversham, vet legit 
actor who died early in 1940. 





John Ford’s Documentary 


Pix; Under Col. Donovan 


Washington, Dec. 23. 

John Ford, now on the staff of Col. 
William J. Donovan, U. S. Coordina- 
tor of Information, is understood 
making technical documentaries of a 
secret character. It is not known yet 
to whom they will be directed or 
shown. 

Now billed as Commander Ford of 
the Naval Reserve, former Holly- 
wood director is said to have a staff 


|the Myron Selznick agency, 





of about 30 assistants, most of them 
Naval Reservists from Hollywood, 
enrolled for the duration. 


| where it can minus a leader. 


+ 


During Holidays, Soldiers-Sailors 





Cuffed Into Theatres, Dinners, Ete. 





7 


Shoulder Arms 





Gypsy Rose Lee made per- 
sonal history in formally taking 
stance of an authoress, Invited 
to go:ice-skating on an outdoors 
rink, the stripper exclaimed: 


‘Goodness, no! I must protect 
my arms.’ 


Stored Films 
Added Hazard 
For N.Y. Offices 


Along with the rest of New York 
last week, homeoffices of film com- 
panies began air raid precaution 
preparations. Their plans were com- 
plicated by the necessity of dealing 
with one thing that most office build- 
ings do not need to worry about— 
highly inflammatory film. 


the celluloid is stored in fireproof 
vaults, it does offer a limited hazard 
that must be taken into account. 
Homeoffice precautions § include 
naming of wardens for each floor and 
for the buildings and the designation 
cf certain floors as ‘safe.’ Usually 
they are between the 6th and the 
10th and employees have been told | 











Although 


Making it as easy as possible for 
the man in uniform to obtain entere 


tainment, the vast majority of film 
theatres are permitting the boys in 
khaki and navy blue to come in at 
fixed reduced admissions, at half 
price and, in some cases, entirely 
free. During the Christmas and New 
Year’s holidays the established policy 
will prevail generally, according to 
checkup, although in some localities 
and towns local operators are plane 
ning to give the s’rvice-men some 
fun on the cuff, through one means 
or another. 

In some instances, theatres are 
also attempting to establish local 
good-will through pass plans for 
married couples who have a hungry 
soldier, sailor or marine to dinner 
for Xmas or New Year's, while 
others are planning to let U.S.A. 
uniform wearers in free where the 
numbers expected on furlough are 
not too great. This will be the exe 
ception rather than the rule, howe 
ever, it is believed. 

While in most parts of the country 
men in the army or navy are ade 


(Continued on page 52) 


Iturbi Would Lead 
Palestine Symph In 
Air Raid Shelter 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 23. 
Jose Iturbi, conductor of the 











Rochester Philharmonic, who has a 


to go to them in event of a raid. In-| ‘flair for doing the unusual,’ is con- 
structions are to stay in corridors as | sidering an offer to direct the Pales- 


far as possible and to keep away 
from windows, instructions read. 
At Paramount, a mobile fire-fight- 
ing unit has been constructed. It) 
quickly can be moved anywhere 
within the building. Contained are 
axes, hose, chemicals, pikes and 
other equipment. Company’s own | 
construction department turned the | 
apparatus out. 


‘HAM SPURNS $750 WKLY. |, 
FOR WAR DUTY ABROAD 








solly wood, Dec. 23. 
Harry Ham, aviator in World War 
1 and more recently connected with 
is pass- | 
$750-a-week 
land 


ing three-year, 
contract here to go back to Eng 
Jan. 1, to do his stint as a Briton. 


up a 


At the outbreak of the present war 
Ham was chief of Selznick’s London 


office. He came to Hollywood when 
| Sel znick closed the London office, 
| but has been restless here. Ham is 
going back to England, through 
Canada, shortly after New Years 
Day. 


| WOODY HERMAN’S U FILM 


Bunny Berigan Pacted for Para- 
mount Assignment 
Woody Herman’s band has been 


| bought by Universal Pictures for a| 


spot in a film with the Andrews | 
Sisters. So far untitled, it goes into | 
production Jan. 5 and will keep Her- 
man on the coast two weéks. He’ 
leaves Dec. 31, after finishing at the | 


Earle theatre, Philadelphia, and was | || 


forced to cancel another theatre week 
and 17 one-nighters. 


Bunny Berigan has also been sold 
for film work, but minus his band. | 
He has to be in Hollywood by Jan. | 
3 to play Jackie Cooper’s trumpeter | 
part in Paramount’s ‘Young Man | 
With a Horn.’ He will not be seen | 
on the scgeen; stuff he plays will be | 
dubbed into pantomimed horn blow- | 
ing by Cooper. He’ll also be out two | 
weeks, his band meanwhile working | 
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tine Symphony Orchestra in Jerus- 
salem next May and June. 

The invitation stated that the 
British would provide transportation 
in an RAF _ bomber. Jerusalem 
boasts the largest and most luxuri- 
ous air raid shelter in the Near East, 


Concerts would be given there in 
case of alarm. 
Iturbi said the trip appealed to 


a if he could arrange his concert 
hedule in this country. 
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U.S. Leases Large Portion of Disney's 
Cartoonery for Pan-Americanism 





Washington, Dec. 23 


Deal has been set by Walt Disney 
with Treasury Department and the 


Office of Inter - American Affairs | 
to lease to the Government a 
large portion of his studio with 


staff intact. Included in the agree- 
ment is the stipulation that Disney 
will donate one-half of his own time 
to supervise the Government work 
to be done in the studio. 
Arrangement is that the pen- 
and-ink factory will be operated by 
the office of John Hay Whitney, di- 





rector of the film division of the 
Inter-American Affairs unit, but will | 
be available to any other Govern- 
ment department for cartoon films or | 
regular art work. All requisitions 
will clear through Whitney's office. 

Disney closed the deal here last 
week following a luncheon with 
Secretary Morgenthau. In on the ar- 
rangements were Nelson Rockefel- 
ler, coordinator of Inter-American 
aifairs,and Whitney. Disney returns 
to the Coast over the weekend. 

Already making films for the 
Treasury Dept., Disney studio will 
continue that activity under the new 
arrangement. He is also making 
posters for distribution in South 
America, and that work likewise will 
go on. He ‘vas asked last week to 
work out plans for films for South 
American distribution showing our 
war effort. 

Disney recently closed down a 
large part of his studio and laid off 
much of his staff. He welcomed the 
Government work, it is understood, 
as an opportunity to rehire many of 
the workers. 


CAN'T BLAME IT | 


! 


ALL ON THE WAR 


| 


| 











_ 





Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
All branches of show biz on the | 
Coast skidded during the past week, | 
but the blame can’t be pinned on | 
the war. The jittery period has | 
passed and the blackout scare con- | 
siderably lessened, with. the last 
lights out order only a memory. 
Theatre managers now ascribe the 
dip in trade to the shopping rush 
and the lack of potent marquee bait. 
Niteries are marking time until the 
holidays, with trade at a low ebb in 
most spots. Many are operating with 
skeleton staffs and counting the days 
until the big night. Prospects afte! 
New Year’s are a nightmare, with a 
long list of nitery casualties ex- 
pected. 
Merchants report heavy volume of 


} 
' 
| 
| 
| 


i] 


business, which points up abundance | 


of coin in circulation. The soldier 
trade is being missed, however, as 
service men are being held at camps 


| ‘Bill of Rights’ Echo 


Film Stewart's 


narration 


actor Jimmy 
on Norman Corwin’s 
‘Bill of Rights’ radio show on 
Dec. 15 over all networks ap- 
parently caught wide attention. 
Stan Early, a mimic, was doing 
an impersonation of Stewart on 
the stage of the Roxy theatre, 
New York, a few days later with 
a Major Bowes unit. 


St. Louis IBEW Out To 
Raise $200,000 to Buy 
One Anti-Jap Bomber 


St. Louis, Dec. 23. 
A wave of patriotism has swept 
through the ranks of IBEW, Local 
No. 1 here, and despite a loss of $20,- 





' Local’s office 





Audience showed recognition 
of the original. Patriotic stuff 
. ' 

went over with a bang. 








‘Wake Island,’ ‘Tex Guinan,’ ‘Road to 


{it on top rank pictures. 


PAR PROD. PUSH, 16 
PIX IN THREE MONTHS 


| 
Hollywood, Dec, 23. | 


! 
Sixteen new films are on the Para- | 


mount production schedule for the | 
next three months ia addition to six 
current in work. 

Newcomers include ‘Red Harvest,’ 


Morocco,’ ‘The Forest Rangers,’ 


‘Wildcat,’ ‘Happy Go Lucky,’ ‘I 
Married a Witch,’ ‘Mrs. Wiggs of 


the Cabbage Patch,’ ‘Silver Queen,’ 
‘Washington Escapade,’ ‘Black Cur- 
tain,” ‘Henry Aldrich, Editor’ and 
‘Listening Post.’ 


Blackout Scares K. 0. 
Film Tagging on Coast 


Los Angeles, Dec. 23. 
Air raid sirens, or the fear 
them, are doing away with the old 
custom of ‘bicycling’ or ‘tagging’ 
priats of pictures between theatres 
in this district. Exhibs are unwilling 
to take chances on a blackout, which | 
means a stoppage of traffic and/| 
might mean a blank screen in the 
middle of a night’s program, which 
would not help business or public 
morale. 


Fox West Coast abolished film 
tagging some time ago, but many of 
the indie operators have maintained 
Now the 
process is being eliminated entirely, 
requiring the exchanges to increase 


the number of prints. 
\ 
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Shuberts Want Errol | 
For ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ | 


j 
Hollywood, Dec. 23. | 
Leon Errol will return to Broad- | 
way as director and star of the Shu- | 
berts’ ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ if he can set | 


| and 


ALL SKOURASES 


204 to a pair of stickup men in the 
two weeks ago mem- 
bers are going ahead with a cam- 
paign to raise $200,000 to purchase 
a bomber and bombs to knock off 
the Japs. Each of the Local's 2,800 
members have been asked by James 
Morrell, business agent, to donate 
the pay of a Saturday (time and a 
half), which amounts to about $28 
per man, and this will bring in $78,- 
400 at the first crack. 

Most of the Local’s members are 
employed at the small arms plant in 
the northwestern section of the city 
reports are current that none 
collects less than $100 per week. 
Morrell said electrical contractors 
will be asked to join the move to 
raise the dough and anyone else may 
contribute. It is the first move lo- 
cally to undertake the collection of 
funds to purchase war equipment to 
aid the U.S.A. President Roosevelt 
was notified of the Local’s action. 





GET CONTRACT 
EXTENSIONS 


George P. Skouras, operator of the 
Skouras theatres in the New York 
metropolitan area, including the Fox 
Metropolitan chain here, has been 
tied up by contract to remain as ex- 
ecutive operational head until 1960. 

Skouras’ old five-year contract, 
which ran until 1945, was picked up 
in November following meeting of 
the board of directors of Fox Metro- 
politan and Skouras chain. 

Extension of contract for 15 years 
starting in 1945 was then tacked on. 

Contract extensions for five ad- 
ditional years were also signed last 
month with Spyros and Charles 
Skouras as heads of National The- 
atres and Fox ‘West Coast respec- 
tively. George Skouras circuit is not 
affiliated with NT, parent company 
of F-WC and about five other sub- 
sids. 

Terms of amended contract for 
the Skouras brothers do not embody 
any realignment of operational 
policy in any of the circuits affected, 
according to company execs. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Decla Dunning. 
Isador Goldsmith. 
Leland Hayward. 
Dr. Nat Lief. 





Pic Scribes’ Priorities Headache 
Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
In the new technique of screen writing, a hunk of pig fron or a 
length of lead pipe means more than an armful of adjectives. Script 
writers today are weaving their tales with one eye on the typewriter 
and the other on the list of priorities. Many of the screenplays, a}! 


wrapped up and ready for production, have been called back to the 
writing mill to detour around the shortage of metals, lumber and other 





AAA May Shelve ‘Land’ 


| back his picture commitments. Raymond Massey 


| He has an offer from the Shuberts| J. J. Murdock. 
|to do the musical. | Jack Runyon. 





in readiness for any contingency. 
The pall is expected to lift over 
the holiday period and a heavy play 
is indicated in all entertainment en- 
terprises. | 


Seattle Charges Off 10% 


Cad ol 


[Nelson B. Bell in the Washington 
| following to say on that ‘warmonge 


~ fall. Bell is amusements editor of the 
S Dip to War, Rest Xmas, 
Seattle, Dec. 23 The whole thing was so grotesque | 
Night clubs are lagging behind | a travesty, so blatantly partisan and | 
theatres in war scare comeback.| So lacking in the rudiments of 
Figured that air attack on Seattle is| equitable American procedure that 
remote, although this is considered seems a sorry, if not sadistic, 
fihe hot spot in U. S. defense and the! work of supererogation to revive 
war with the Japanese. memories of the motion picture 
Theatres are hit around 10%, it is| ‘hearings’...But so many of the 
conservatively estimated, by the war,| fulminations of the solons who in-| 
and the balance of the lull is due to| stigated the proceedings reflected | 
Christmas, which is seasonal. But| such a magnificent and towering | 


all figure that normal reaction will | 
be for even better amusement biz | 
coming year, for relaxation will be | 
needed by the populace in the more | 
trying days. | 

Night spots and beerhalls 
floor shows are still in 


ignorance of the matters they sought | 
to ‘investigate’ and ‘correct’ that 
they do not die an easy or graceful | 
death. 

Perhaps the most flagrant of these 
with | was the inclusion of ‘Land of Lib- 
doldrums.| erty’ among the films that were 


The town’s best beerhall, the Show | alleged to have been planned and ex- | 


Box (Mike Lyons). will close Jan. 2)| hibited with the sinister purpose of 
for two months. However, Lyons’| disseminating war propaganda and 
across-street Music Hall will con- | inciting this country to armed con- 
tinue. What the floor-show spots) flict against its majority will. 

need is hard likker. Otherwise it’s As must be pretty well known to 
difficult for a high priced show, such| readers of this column by now, 
as obtains at the Show Box, to get| ‘Land of Liberty’...was assembled 
into the black. The Ranch is using| ...as the film industry’s contribu- 
a big colored revue, booked by Joe| tion to the World’s Fairs: at San 
Daniels, which will run through the| Francisco and New York, with no 
holidays. Then the seasonal sag is| thought of monetary profit. In re- 
expected. China Pheasant in south | sponse to popular demand. however. 
outskirts of city is getting fair play. | tHe . picture. was later. distributed 





By NELSON B. BELL 


|} ample of the sinful cinema’s sub- 
| versive lust for blood! 


Liberty’ 





(D. C.) Post of Dec. 7, 1941, had the! 
ring’ film probe in the Capital last | 
Post.—Ed.] | 
throughout the country under a plan 
whereby the net proceeds from its 
presentation in established theatres 
would be devoted to war emergency | 


welfare work. 

Will H. Hays...has sent a check | 
for $50,000 to the American Red | 
Cross...part of the proceeds from | 
the distribution of...‘Land of Lib- 
erty.’ 

So this is. the film the self-ap- 


pointed senatorial ghost - hunters 
wished to hold up as a horrible ex- 


They must J 
be inordinately proud of their ef- 
fort. 

And another thing. The motion 
picture theatres _of the United 
States accounted for the largest sin- 
| gle contribution to the United Serv- 
| ice Organizations drive, Thomas E. 
Dewey, national chairman, recently 
revealed...acknowledging receipt 
of the theatres’ check for $943,684, 
Mr. Dewey wrote: ‘This is a grand 
result. The committee rendered a 
very great service to the USO and, 
I believe, the nation.’ 


Those picture people certainly are 


building materials diverted by Uncle Sam into warlike channels. 
There will be no steel to build an oil derrick for ‘Wildcat’ at Para- 


mount. 


It will have to be made of something not required by the 


Army or Navy. The same idea holds good in another script which 


calls for the burning or an oil pool. 


more necessary these days than gunpowder. 


It is distinctly out, with petroleum 
Scribes are learning to 


take shortcuts to save war material. 




















Failure to Make Screen Test Costs 
Loews $1,500; Important Precedent 





PETE DOES IT AGAIN 


Fight for Freedom of Press Revived 
for Col, Pic. 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Peter Zenger, an unhandsome guy 
who never bestrode a _ prancing 
charger nor rattled a gold hilted 
sabre, is the hero of ‘Mightier Than 
the Sword,’ to be produced by 
Columbia. 

Story deals with the first fight for | 
freedom of the press far back in 
Colonial days of 1734 when Zenger, 
as a newspaper editor, dared to 
stand up for an American ideal. 
Glenn Ford is assigned to the star 
role, 


LANUCK’S FRACTURED 
NOSE; POLO ACCIDENT 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Darryl Zanuck showed up at the 
studio with face swathed in band- 
ages. 

He got bopped by a polo ball Sun- 
day (21) and had to be patched up 
for face contusions and a schnoz 
fracture. 











Pic for the Duration 


‘The Land,’ documentary made by 
Robert Flaherty for the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration, may be 
shelved for the duration. It has been 
completed for many months and a 
commercial release was being ar- 
ranged. 

Now, it is said, it will be kept out 
of circulation because the agri-| 
cultural reforms which it advocates | 
are based on pre-war policies that| 
are no longer favored. 











Another Legalistic Echo 
Of Browne-Bioff Payoff, 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. 


Warners has been sued in Federal 
court here by Lester Rankin, stock- 
holder, for unauthorized payment of | 
$181,600 to Willie Bioff and George | 
Browne. Action also demands the | 
return of other moneys given to the | 
extortionist labor leader. 

Attorney Richard Buckley con- 
tends minority stockholders are en- 
titled to recovery of funds ‘unlaw- 
fully disbursed.’ 


{ 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Herbert Baker. 
Florence Bates, 
Leon Belasco. 

A. M. Botsford. 
Jerry Brandt. 

John Erskine. 

Dale Eunson. 
Paulette Goddard, 
Jean Hersholt. 
Patrician Hitchcock. 
Arthur Hornblow. 
George S. Kaufman. 
Arthur Kelly. 
Morris Kinzler. 
Harold Lewis. 
Raymond Massey. 
Jake Milstein. 
Joseph Moskowitz. 
William Pine. 
Arnold Pressberger. 
Ed Raftery. 
Gradwell Sears. 
Spyros Skouras. 
Paul Small. 








| a blackhearted and. dangerous lot. 





Joseph .von. Sternberg. 


Conrad Noles, actor, won a deci- 
sion over Loew's, Inc., in the appel- 
late term of the N. Y. supreme court 
when, on Monday (22), the court up- 
held a decision of Justice Frank A. 
Carlin in the Municipal court and 
awarded Noles $1,500. The decision 
is of unique interest since it is the 
first time in history that a ruling 
has been made finding that a film 
company is liable to a contractee for 
a screen test. 

Noles in March, 1939, was signed 
by Metro for such a test and was 
asked not to seek employment for 
four weeks thereafter. He did not 
look for work for 10 weeks but the 
test was never made. He claimed 
he turned down other offers of jobs 
in the interim. The court ruled that 
While Loew's did not have to hire 
Noles it was obligated to give him 


the test and awarded him $1.500 
damages, 


DELAY RELEASE OF 
GOLD RUSH’ REVISE 





Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Release of Charles Chaplin's re- 
vised version of ‘Gold Rush,’ now 
being supplied with sound and nar- 
ration, will be delayed until the end 
of next month. 

Before general release by United 
Artists, the picture will be shown in 
10 test spots to help formulate a 
selling policy. 


Reports Persist WB Will 
Get M’w’kee Riverside 


Milwaukee, Dec. 23. 

With reports persisting that War- 
ners will take over the Riverside 
theatre, whose operation for the 
past couple of months has been in 
the hands of the Standard-Riverside 
Corp., Erv, Stein, house manager of 
the vaude-filmer, denies that any 
change in the present setup is con- 
templated. 

WB signed a lease for the house 
when it was closed last summer, then 
sacrificed a substantial rental pay- 
ment to drop it when s»cial security 
payment clauses cropped up in mu- 
Sicians’ contracts. 








Hays Budget the Same 


New budget for the Motion Picture 
Producers & Distributors Assn., cov- 
ering 1942, was approved at the 
meeting of the Hays directorate last 


Friday (19). Not revealed, but un- 
derstood that the exact total runs 
| about the same as in the current 
year. This is taken to’ mean that 
cut-salaries, effective late in 1939, 
continue. 


Chief discussion on the Production 
Code Administration by the directors 
centered about ‘No Greater Sin,’ the 
picture treating with social diseases, 
for which Eddie Golden, producer- 
distrib, wants a code seal. 


Lois Andrews’ P. A. 


Lois Andrews (Mrs. George Jessel) 
has been booked into the Flatbush, 
Brooklyn, starting tomorrow (25) at 
a salary of around $750. Chances 
are that George Jessel may show up 
at the Brandt house intermittently 
to ad lib in wife’s act. 

About a year ago Miss Andrews 
was stopped from playing in a Bos- 
ton nitery because she was under 
age, authorities disregarding her 
marital status. 
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COAST ASKS RENTAL CUT 
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Tri-States Pays Off Its Odd Change BLACKOUT ON 8.0), Increasing Weight of Floyd Odlum’s 
To Staffers in U.S. Defense Stamps: PRIME REASQN Atlas Corp. in RKO Seen in Post 


Make Change Same Way; All Join Up — Of Comptroller to G. Van Wagner 


New York Distributors I gnor- 

















vv . . ° 

; ; ing It So Far—Film Rental 1 
Des Moines, Dec. 19. Eddie Albert as Merton’ Concessions Up to 50% Camera Records Increasing weight of Atlas Corp. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: pe e~ (Floyd Odlum) in councils of RKO 
We have put into effect in the sxe or : Corp. was manifested Monday (22) 
Central States and Tri-States The- Hollywood, Dec. 23. _ Philadelphia, Dec. 23. in appointment of Garrett Van Wag- 
tre organizations a plan in connec-| _ Eddie Albert falls heir to the Glenn Philly commercial motion pic- |ner as comptroller of the parent or- 
nee with defense savings stamps Hunter role in the remake of ‘Merton SEE UPBEAT ture photographers have struck | ganization, with all auditing and ac- 
that could very readily be followed of the Movies’ at Paramount. a bonanza with the war declara- |counting activities to be unified un- 
New version of the Harry Leon — tion. They’ve been hired by j der latter’s supervision. Wagner, an 


by other theatre circuits and inde- 


pendent theatre operators through- Wilson play will be a musical, with banks, trust companies and stock Odlum man, has been given powers 


Bradford Ropes and Val Burton do- brokerage houses to photograph alli th best j L 
try. We are submitting | . ; aa ory ane had equalling ose bestowed on Leon 

pad pnp with the thought in | 7g the script. vig ees demands from exhibitors documents and records which Goldberg, former treasurer of RKO 
es that you might through your for drastic rental Concessions, Tun- are stored in vaults outside of theatre companies, who was last 
’ ning as high as 50%, as a result of their own institutions. weck appointed treasurer of the par- 


ication, cure the cooperation ; * : : | ; 
es 0 sage: Hise aor The ion is as blackouts and air raid alarms last If an air raid demolishes their ent company and all subsids. 
follows: week, though some thought will be} buildings, they'll still have rec- Appointment of N. Peter Rathvon 


given the problem should blackouts ords of their businesses : i 
ve contacted all of our : to a vjce-presidency with a larger 
ee ontnedindor yy frequent . scope of authority in financial af- 


managers and asked them if they = 7 
om | secure the reaction of their i aes oe Se nerwan  reowniggl fairs, matched appointment, also last 
po , Reported that Golden States cir- . 
employees to a plan whereby the cuit, operating around 80 houses in week, of Malcom Kingsberg as prexy 
oe 


New York distribution offices are 





























employees would take the odd northern California, asked for the of various RKO theatre subsids. : 
change in their pay envelopes in de- biggest rental cut last week. Wires Behind various moves in realign- 
fense stamps. If they couldn't af- came into New York from the Bob ment of RKO administrative per- 
ford to take all of it they would McNeil-Mike Naify chain stating PAY ON FROZEN sonnel is indicated growing impor- 
commit themselves for a_ specific that a 50% cut in rentals should be oe of Odlum’s increased stock 
The teeponse to gore fon tie inane “Auman se 
he response from our employees f : esd ; L . 0 
aa overwhelaning. From the pester United Artists’ announcement last wae oe the chin he gies ioe FILM COIN Goldberg, treasurer of the RKO the- 
number of our theatres we received | week that it was abandoning plans to (Continued on page 55) — aig oma ® to —— + — 
Sar Aare | oer Artists Production, Inc., banner is a among certain RKO picture company 
a idea is that the aor ver keeps temporary, not a permanent nix, it L KING T0 Washington, Dec. 23. departments last week. The Wagner 
8 Sinaia’ of Gabuieh commer gl aad has been learned. What the com- As long as the Britishers hang on| appointment, which followed, is re- 
in his petty cash. Each employee is s wists = — - pane Ma to the rentals and the receipts aren’t Ne e a a to appease the 

supplied with a book of 25c and 10c the big _ —an 6 al eit aga used, American film companies will um interests, 
(Conti d age 55) unit before the unit can be kept ’ RKO Service Corp. 
nuns GS pegs operating continuously and smoothly. Py be allowed to deduct the money : 
To achieve that aim. it is necessary from their income in Gaurine cut There is also talk that an effort 
t omnes; te bell wp 0 Wik enervele 2 suring Us) may be made to set up an RKO serv- 
KENT AND CONNORS of poem spielen aa p Datars the how much is owed the Government.| ice company as a direct subsid of 
people to handle the production. It All Universal execs are slated to| Ruling of the Internal Revenue (Continued on page 55) 








* wae of shame 3 :_| huddl I as ‘ Bureau last week was to the effect 
HEAD WEST JAN. ? is understood that steps in both di udd e on t 1e Coast around Jan. 10 thet Americana are not lable for 
rections are being taken. In addi-| to set up the new 1942-43 product 


, ag Ye » PRrenggecalinerts ole igo a oe | their ‘blocked accounts.’ ( uVv’s S ¢ 
tion to lack of story material and| as well as clean up the balance of In the case of the film business, AL. G TIME AVIN 








S. R. Kent, president of 20th-Fox, (Continued on page 45) 1941-42 pictures. Matty Fox, studio cs : ; : 
and Tom Conner’, his personal as- . production head, and J. Cheever ag er ger Bs 0 ia Pade. ngage PITCH GETS FAST VETO 
sistant. will probably leave for the Cowdin are already in Hollywood. aa oe ‘ee : 

, probably 1c% U. S. producer who has tried to cash 


Coast Jan. 2, with A. M. Botsford] Harris Aide to DeMille | Wiliam Scully: sales head, left for| i’ by using the iced pounds to pay 


remaining east. Original plans were Jacksonville and Miami last week | for filming in the islands will be un- Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

for Botsford to accompany the two siege eg to set deals with the Sparks and | able to benefit. Previous withhold- Move by Gove r Cult : 
top 20th execs, Hollywood, Dec. 23. Wometco circuits, and then heads for in sail “of offset against 1941(¢ i +4 « Pact tegp sa vd Olson 
The publicity-advertising head of| Cecil B. DeMille picked Lou Harris] the Coast also. Johnny O'Connor |, °. 5 1 stag Rectan pa Prag sees testi 5 
p y sing British receipts (on paper). time from April to September came 








the company, accompanied by Morris | as his associate producer, filling the follows after New Year’s, as does : y 
i ge the Kayton-Spiro ad | post held for years by William Pine,| prexy Nate J. Blumberg. it pectin gen ‘as At 
agency on the 20th account, was in who is now associated with William At last sales session in the east, Withers Leaving 20th out as much as a debate, e resoluc 
Hollywood a week ago on a flying | Thomas in a production unit at Par-| Blumberg said he had 18 ‘A’ pic- tion to move up the clock one hour 
trip to get the o.k. from Darryl] F. | amount. tures mapped out for the 1942-43 Hollywood, Dec. 23. jn the slg indie wes owenk 
Zanuck on campaigns for six pic- Currently working on a trailer for | selling season. | Jane Withers completes her seven- wen PP ohana sana likelihood or 
tures which they took out with them. | ‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ Harris takes Heavier financing will be required | year contract at 20th-Fox Feb. 10 inn paar tt on by the state's 
Kent and Connors will meet Her-| over his new job on the next DeMill e | owing to increased number of high | and leaves the lot to freelance. sent Me er 
man Wobber, now in San Francisco | picture, ‘Rurales.’ He has been with| budget productions on tap for next| Only picture she made off the lot 7 ; 
for the holidays, at the 20th-Fox | Paramount nine years. year. was on a loanout to Columbia. When the governor first broached 


tan 2 subject of copping an hour fre 
studios for conferences with Zanuck —_ — i mk ‘Daily Variety" “9 Vv 4 ‘i 
and others. ne sun, ‘Dail; é y’ moved in 


with editorial opposition to the plan. 
Showmen made a mass protest. Once 


SLIGHTED ? this sentiment reached the state 


| capital, the daylight measure was 
Newsr ’ doomed and the guv made only a 
celers Protest They Can't Get T | lukewarm effort to impress the leg- 
Into the Service | j i its i 4 ‘e as a 
| 
| 









































|islators with importance as 
| wartime *measure. It was freely 


One of the first squawks about be- bruited about that Governor Olson 
ing overlooked by the military estab- was trying to make a campaign is- 
lishment, under the war-time basis, sue of the plan in his pitch for re- 


come this week from the newsreel election next year. 
cameramen. They contend they are eee ee, lice. 7) aA anil 
being overlooked by both the Army 
and Navy in lining up technical ex- | 
perts needed on photographic work 
in the Army, Navy and Marine 


Photographers, who are anxious to TT 


Corps 

get “§ active service, feel that they soll iD - 
are being slighted while cameramen e Ollywood, VEC. do. 
are being recruited from Hollywood. | ' O Be Publis & OO] i First job for Harry Joe Brown un- 
One camera vet, who served as avia- der his deal as producer at Columbia 
tion observer and photographer in is ‘The Pioneers.’ 


World War I, is still awaiting a Picture, now in preparation, is 
Teply on his voluntary request for based on the last novel written by 


assignment. USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL Courtney Riley Cooper. 
McCarey Asks Relief ; Hammond’s 20th Washup 
Los Angeles, Dec. 23. Advertising Forms Now Closing Hollywood, Dec. 23. 


Leo McCarey wants to know how Len Hammond checked off the 


long he is tied up by a director <on- 
- 0 a i 
tract with Howard Hughes and has Seedenen dani a De 


pesonsd Superior Court for an Kenneth Macgowan was granted a 


early hearing of his $175,000 declara- . ° - 

wees reliet suit. Rush Reservations and Copy to Any Variety Office ae a eg lh irseay hy anne 
etitioner, who has had offers : : : 3 

from other companies, asks the court American Affairs, promoting hemi- 


to define his legal rights to make | NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO LONDON spheric solidarity. 
outside pictures. Hughes has tempo- | 154 W. 46th St. 1708 No. Vine St. 54 W. Randolph St. 8 St. Martin’s PL Two orphans adopted by Hammond 


Tarily ceased production of pictures | were ‘Confirm or Deny’ and ‘Swamp 
to produce munitions. | —_— Water. 





Cooper's in Pioneers’, 
First for Brown at Col. 
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ifetro s Decision te 


Eases Product Problem Considerably 


‘BATES, DAVIES NAMED 


Minneapolis, Dee. 23. 


As a result of Metro’s decision to 
sell in Minnesota under the state 
law requiring distributors to include 
the entire season’s prcduct in their 
deals, grant a minimum 20% cancel- 
lation privilege and refrain from any 
forced selling, present indications are 
that it will be a case of ‘all’s well 
that ends well’ for Minnesota inde- 
pendent exhibitors, particularly those 
in Minneapolis and St. Paul. Latter 
had been faced with the prospect of 
having to close their theatres be- 





cause of lack of product. 


The M-G change of heart appar- | 


PAR’S BONUSES 


ently has had the effect of causing a 
moderation of demands on the part 
of other decree companies that al- 
legedly had been quoting ‘unlivable’ 
and ‘punitive’ terms. As result, there 
have been a number of deals, break- 
ing the buying deadlock and stale- 
mate; Twin City independent neigh- 
borhood houses will not have to close 
or alter their policy by going to llc 
double features without major prod- 
uct, and Northwest Allied, the state 
law’s sponsor and indie exhibitors’ 
organization, has been partially vic- 
torious, at least, in its efforts to bring 
about decree company selling under 
the Minnesota measure at what even 
many of the independents concede to 
be ‘moderately reasonable’ terms. 


The Twin City independents also 
seem to have been partially victori- 
ous in their fight against percentage 
because 20th-Fox, Warners (except 
for ‘Sergeant York’ sold separately) 
and RKO have consented to sell flat 
to them, although Warners previously 
had made heavy percentage demands. 
Paramount still is holding out, how- | 
ever, for a percentage deal, although | 
modifying its original demand con-| 
siderably. 

RKO’s Deals 


RKO, selling flat, just has closed 
deals with the principal Twin City 
independent circuits and individual 
exhibitors, including the Frank, Volk, 
Lebedoff, Friedman, Granstrom, Kap- 
lan & Rubenstein and Fisher chains, 
and anticipates to close up both 
Minneapolis and St. Paul within 10 
days at the present rate. There are 
conflicting claims regarding the deals, 
however. L.’E. Goldhammer, district 
manager, says that his deals are 
‘much better’ than last year. On the 
other hand, some of the exhibitors 
are asserting terms are ‘about the 
same’ as last season. 


Most of the aforegoing indepen- 
dents also have Universal or Colum- 
bia or both and plan to rush in to 
buy M-G as soon as the latter's sell- 
ing gets under way. Metro is the one 
company that has been able to ‘get | 
away with’ percentage deals in the 
Twin City independent neighborhood 
and suburban spots, the deals always 
calling for four percentage pictures. 
The indies have expressed a willing- 
ness to go for the same sort of deal 
again this year, along with the slid- 
ing scale plan. 

Because Paramount is in a favored 
position on account of having its own 
big theatre circuit in the territor 5 
independents aren’t so sure that it 
will ‘back water’ on its percentage 
demands even after M-G starts sell- 
ing. The 20th-Fox deal, while flat, is 
said by the independents to be ‘ex- 
tremely tough’ because the prices 
asked are allegedly ‘exorbitant’ and 
equivalent to ‘a high percentage 
split.’ The exhibitors insist they'll 
resist such terms and they predict 


that Fox will ‘come down off its high 
horse.” 


Bringing Her Back to Life 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Laraine Day, killed by a script in 
her last Dr. Kildare picture at Metro, 
returns to life as a new character 
in a whodunit, ‘Fingers at the Win- 
dow,’ playing opposite Lew Ayres, 
the doctor who was at her bedside 
when she passed out of the Kildare 
series. ! 

‘Fingers’ is the first director chore 
for Charles Lederer, graduate of the 
writing mill. Irving Starr produces. 











PAR’S WITCH HUNT 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Veronica Lake gets the star role 
in ‘I Married a Witch,’ currently in 
the writing mill et Paramount. Rene 
Clair directs. 
Play is based on Thorne Smith’s 
unfinished novel, ‘The Passionate 
Witch.’ Norman Matson finished the 


Sell in Minn. 





JOINT ODEON CHIEFS 


London, Dec. 23. 

Ben Bates and W. J. Davies, re- 
spectively director and secretary of 
the Odeon theatre circuit, have been 
appointed joint managing directors 
of the company in place of Oscar 
Deutsch. 

Deutsch died here recently after a 
prolonged illness, 








Track Slow 





Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

‘Tales of Manhattan,’ a six-epi- 
sode dash on the 20th-Fox track 
with Boris Morros in the saddle, 
finished three episodes in 85 min- 
utes’ running time. 

Unless the jockey bears down 
with the whip in the home 
stretch, the film will run two 
hours, 50 minutes. 


Levin’s Group of Golden 
State Houses Close 
Deal for Metro Films 


San Francisco, Dec. 23. 
First break in the impasse between 
Metro and the Golden State on 1941- 
42 product has occurred, with Sam 
Levin, circuit partner, closing a deal 
for his six suburban theatres for the 
five blocks of M-G pictures screened 














BASED ON H.CLL. 


A bonus plan, which is to be in ef- 
fect from now on, and probably for 
the duration, based on statistics cov- 
ering the increased cost of living, has 
been formulated by Paramount. On 
Friday (19) the company made pay- 
ments to all its home office em- 
ployees, while today (Wed.) checks 
will be distributed on a different 
basis to all the exchanges. Company 
plans handing out additional bonuses 
periodically, also based on living cost 
indexes. 
Benefiting also but on a different 
basis are the theatres, with bonus 
increase plans in effect right 
along in many of them, while others 
are distributing special Christmas 
gift checks based on salaries and 
varying in accordance with budgets | 
set up by the many different units in | 
the Par circuit setup. 
Home office group, numbering | 
around 700 employees, on Friday (19) 
received a percentage of salary for 
the last six months of this year in 
addition to a week’s salary extra for 
certain personnel in lower brackets. | 
Those earning up to $100 weekly | 
received 4% of their salary from 
last July to Dec. 31, while those get- 
ting over this figure received the 4% 
on the first $100 and 2% on the next 
$100 but not in any event to exceed a 
total of $200. For employees earning 
up to $75 weekly, tiiey received an 
extra full week's salary except that 
the maximum is $50, in addition to 
the 4% of their last six months’ pay. 
The employees of the Par ex- 
changes throughout the country re-| 
ceive a week’s salary up to a total of 
$50. Neil F. Agnew, v.p. over distri- 
bution, has authorized the payment 
for today (Wed.), ahead of Christmas. 











No Studio Bonuses 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
No provisions are being made here 
for Par studio workers, most of 
whom are unionized and are better 
paid than at the h.o. or exchanges. 
For the same reason Xmas bonuses 
have not been paid in the past. 





WB’S ANTHEM SHORTS 
Warner Bros. theatre division has 
completed a special patriotic trailer 
for use in each house of the circuit. 


to date. 

Battle between the Golden State 
chain and Metro has cropped up 
intermittently in the past 10 years, 
M-G at one time surveying the cir- 
cuit’s territory with threat to build 
opposition houses. 

Apart from the ‘Levin houses 
McNeil & Naify (Golden State) 
chain and ‘the distributor are still 
trying to get together for the rest 
of the theatres, 


HOLIDAY PLUM OF 966 
FOR FOX-WC EMPLOYEES 


Los Angeles, Dec. 23. 

Calling together all district man- 
agers, theatre managers and bookers 
of Fox West Coast Theatres for a spe- 
cial pre-Christmas luncheon at the 
Ambassador hotel yesterday (22), 
Charles P. Skouras, president of the 
circuit, announced a holiday dis- 
tribution of $96,000 to employees. 

Amount is far in excess of any 
previous total handed out since or- 
ganization of the circuit, and is near- 
ly double the figure of $55,000 dis- 
tributed in like manner a year ago. 
Cutup is confined to F-WC theatres 
in the California division. In addi- 
tion to participation of district man- 
agers, managers and bookers in the 
cash distribution> coin will be 
handed all down the line to include 
assistant managers, doormen, ushers, 
usherettes and: cashiers. 

Employees now in the military 
services who had either enlisted or 
were drafted, will receive the same 
bonus payment as if they had been 
on the payroll. Early in the year, 
F-WC will distribute final payments 
on those accounts for which only 
partial payments and bonuses were 
made at this time. It is expected 
that final payments on the current 
biz drive and candy sales will av- 
erage double or more of the in- 
dividual pre-payment sums. 











Fingers Flying at Col. 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Battery of 35 writers is pounding 
out 30 stories at Columbia, prepar- 
ing for heavy production after the 
first of the year. 
First picture slated for a January 
start is ‘Mr. Twilight,’ starring Cary 








It is designed for houses having no 
orchestra so they can have a modern 
means of playing the National An- 
them for audience sings. 


Grant, Ronald Colman and Jean 
Arthur. Second is ‘Highly Irregu- 
|lar,’ with Jean Wallace and Fran- 
chot Tone in the top spots. 





Pennsy Switches, Now Okays 5 Russe 
Pix But Propaganda Is Still Nix 





Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 

Active alignment of the U. S. with 
Soviet Russia in the anti-Nazi front 
has brought about a change of atti- 
tude of the Pennsylvania Board of 
Motion Picture Censors on the ques- 
tion of Russian films. 

Last week the board put its okay 
on five Russian pix. Three of them 
were musicals. The other two were 
documentary films about the present 
war—virtually similar to the type of 
pictures which were banned before 
the U. S. became actively embroiled 
in the fuss. The war pictures that 
were passed by the censors were 
Artkino’s ‘View of the Soviet World’ 
and ‘A Day in Soviet Russia.’ 





book after Smith’s death. 


Mrs. Edna Carroll, chairman of 
the board, & *lared that the board’s 


stamp of approval on the Soviet 
films did not mean that any pictures 
containing ‘Communistic propaganda’ 
would get the State’s okay. 

‘As long as the films are docu- 
mentary in the sense they contain 
filmization of the present interna- 
tional situation and the war, they 
will receive our approval,’ said Mrs. 
Carroll. “That has been our attitude 
all along. But we'll never counte- 
nance propaganda which seeks to 
show the superiority of the Com- 
munistic form of government over 
our own,’ 


Three months ago the board 
turned thumbs down on two Red 
films—one concerning the Soviet 
army, the other on colonization. 
Appeals are now pending in the 
Philly common pleas court. 





Arthur Ungar-Daily Variety’ Breveted 





Sacramento, Dec. 23. 


The State Legislature on Saturday (20) officially thanked Arthur 
Ungar, editor of ‘Daily Variety,’ for his efforts in bringing about the 


conviction of Willie Bioff and George E. Browne. 


It marked the first 


time in history that the Assembly has gone on record as thanking a 
newspaper for its services to the state when the house, by unanimous 
vote, adopted a resolution commending Ungar and ‘Daily Variety’ for 


their fight on labor racketeering. 


The resolution was introduced by Jack Tenney and Franklin Potter, 


representatives from the 46th and 


57th districts respectively. Tenney 


spoke in great detail of how editor Ungar and ‘Daily Variety’ had 


started the initial campaign which 
ing and resulted in Bioff and Brow 
10 and eight years respectively. 


brought an end to labor racketeer- 
ne being sent to Federal prison for 


Tenney stressed that Ungar refused to be swayed from his fight by 
promises of reward or through threats to take away his advertising 


revenue, 


Tenney was supported by Assemblyman Potter. 


Speaker 


Gordon Garland also urged adoption of the resolution, stating, ‘We 
have to have fearless newspaper editors to get the thieves and racket- 


eers out of the state.’ 


The Resolution 


The resclution was thereupon adopted without a dissenting vote and 
the clerk was directed to prepare an appropriate copy of the resolu- 
tion and send it to Ungar in Hollywood, The resolution reads as fol- 
lows: ‘Relative to the services of Arthur Ungar, editor of ‘Daily Va- 
riety,’ leading to the conviction of Willie Bioff and George Browne. 

“Whereas, it was principally through the efforts of Mr. Arthur Ungar 
of Hollywood, Calif., editor of ‘Daily Variety,’ that Willie Bioff and 
George Browne, the notorious labor racketeers, were prosecuted and 
convicted in the Federal courts; and 


‘Whereas, in assisting and securing these convictions Mr. Ungar and 


the ‘Daily Variety’ have ‘performed 
fore, be it 


an outstanding service now, there- 


‘Resolved by the Assembly of the State of California, that it hereby 


congratulates and thanks Mr. Arthu 
their efforts leading to the convi 
Browne, and be it further 
‘Resolved, That the chief clerk of 
to send a suitably prepared copy 


r Ungar and the ‘Daily Varie’,»’ for 
ction of Willie Bioff and (co rge 


the Assembly is hereby instructed 
of this resolution to Mr. Arthur 


Ungar, editor of ‘Daily Variety,’ Hollywood, California.’ 











Ex-Theatre Pards, Morad & Williams, 


Messed Up in an Alienation’s Suit 
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Red’s Big Kick 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Cinematic recognition has fi- 
nally come to Red Donahue’s 
mule after kicking around the 
country’s vaudeville stages for 
years. 

20th-Fox has signed the big- 
eared equine for a mascot role 
in ‘Ten Gentlemen from West 
Point,’ 














AMUSEMENTS 
YIELD PLENTY 


Washington, Dec. 23. 


Lowering the admissions tax base 
to the 10c. mark boosted the Federal 
take from amusements approximate- 
ly $3,000,000 during the first month 
the stiffer schedule was in effect. 
Full effect of the change won’t be 
noticed for another month. As there 





}always is a lag, even though tariff 


shifts are effective everywhere at the 
same moment. 

Judging from past experience, a 
clear idea whether the steeper scale 
will yield all the treasury experts 
predicted, won’t be forthcoming for | 
another 60 days at the outset of rate | 
changes. The customers invariably 
balk but soon forget. 

The added impost payments to the 
treasury during November, based on 
October boxoffice grosses, with the 
new scale in effect the entire month, 
were $10,411,197. It’s the first time 
the grab from amusements has hit 


eight digits. Maximum under the 
former schedule was $7,330,283 col- | 
lected last August due to the 


widened bracket. 


Government’s November haul was 
$3,286,972 fatter than for correspond- 
ing month of 1940; increase over pre- 
ceding stanza this year was 
$3,598,922. 

Cumulative 11-month total for this 
calendar year hit $76,417,116, which 
is nearly $40,000,000 more than was 
pocketed in the same span of 1940. 
Other new emergency taxes began 
paying off for the first time last 
month. Licenses for coin-operated 
machines brought $3,160,000, bowling 
alleys and pool tables $915,999; musi- 
cal instruments sales $119,514: and 
phonograh records $96. Yield from 
the new bite on raw stock not dis- 
closed, as Internal Revenue Bureau 
lumped receipts from impost on opti- 
cal equipment and all kinds of photo- 
graphic apparatus. 


z 


Buffalo, Dec. 23. 


Mitchell Morad and Joseph Will- 
iams, former partners in the owner- 
ship of the Franklin, Hollywood and 
Ridge theatres at Lackawanna near 
here, are involved in a _ $200,000 
alienation of affections suit, accord- 
ing to testimony in Supreme Court 
Thursday. Morad has applied for a 
permanent injunction to restrain 
Williams from prosecuting in Florida 
the suit in which Williams claims, 
according to the complaint filed in 
Dade County, that Morad thefted the 
love of his wife, Ida, while in Florida 
last winter. Suits of this character, 
while abolished in this state, are still 
legal in Florida. 

Morad on the witness stand denied 
that he had stolen Mrs. Williams af- 
fections and contended further that 
Williams’ real home was in Buffalo 
and that he was not a bona fide resi- 
dent of Florida. Final decision was 
reserved. 





Try It on a Blackout 


Hollywood, Dec. 23, 
Next starrer for Michele Morgan 
at RKO is ‘Challenge to the Night,’ 
a tale of the South Seas. 


David Hempstead produces from 
the Cecil Lewis story. 





Studio Contracts 





Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Jack Carson renewed for one year 
by Warners. 

Richard Ainley inked player pact 
at Metro. 

Harry Lewis drew an option lift 
at Warners, 

Louise Le Planche’s player op- 
tion hoisted by Paramount, 

Ruth Ford, former Mercury 
player, contracted by Warners. 

Julie Bishop’s player contract re- 
newed by Warners. 

Hermes Pan drew new one-year 
pact as dance director at 20th-Fox. 

Susan Hayward’s pact renewed by 
Paramount. 

Sally Wadsworth’s minor contract 
with RKO approved by Superior 
Court. 

Donna Drake drew player option 
lift at Paramount. 

Macdonald Carey drew new acting 
ticket at Paramount. 

Judy Clark handed player pact by 
Republic, 

Helene Reynolds’ player option 
picked up by 20th-Fox. 

Bobby Beers signed to actor con- 
tract at Republic. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE NEW YEAR... 


The traditional circus call to arms—the 
rallying cry of Show Business—again thunders 
through the great American world 

of entertainment. 


The Big Show has been attacked! 


Down through the pages of our country’s history 
— whenever security and decent living were 
endangered by the wanton acts of 

international outlaws—our fathers and our 
fathers’ fathers closed their fists about every last 
weapon at hand to defend their 

nation’s life and liberty. 


Our country needs us now. There are 

a thousand ways to help—a thousand ways 

to roll up our sleeves and heed 

the traditional battle-cry of Show Business. Take 
your places! Grab the best weapon at 
hand—and come out fighting! 


HEY RUBE! 
* 


OUR SEASON’S GREETINGS TO SHOW BUSINESS 


XOX 


ESTABLISHED 1898 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY. 
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KINGS ROW 


Warner Bros. release of Hal B. Wallis 


(David Lewis) production. Stars Ann Sher- 
idan, Robert Cummings Ronald Reagan, 
Betty Field; features Charles Coburn, 
Claude Rains, Judith Anderson, Nancy Cole- 
man. Directed by Sam Wood. Screenplay, 
Casey Robinson from the Henry Bellamann 
novel; music, Erich Wolfgang Korngol 3s 


camera, James Wong Howe; editor, Kalph 











| shrewd blend of surface hardness 
'and underlying warmth as the mys- 
'terious local physician, while Judith 
Anderson is quietly effective as a 
cruel surgeon’s wife and Nancy 
| Coleman gives a varied portrayal of 
ithe pitiful victim of frustrated af- 
fection. 

Maria Ouspenskaya underplays ar- 


Dawson. Reviewed in tn 6 a = ooo; | restingly as the hero’s fatally ill 
MINS. eotfine 9 a grandmother, Harry Davenport is 
me : na Monaghan Ann Sheridan | convincingly direct as a town lawyer, 
Paris Mitchell... ccs. c+. Robert Cummings Kaaren Verne is attractive, though 
Drake McHugh.....++++--..Romald Reagan | g trifle self-conscious as the girl from 
Cassandra Tower... ++++++-- 7: Hetty journ | Vienna, while Ernest Cossart and Ilka 
Dr Alana Tous poudead Crade Rains |Gruning also click in sizable sup- 

r. Alexanc OWRT wc een etre i J > : — 
Mrs. Harriet Gordon......- Judith Anderson | porting parts. : Of the children, 
Louise Gordon......00+++++. Moncy ae Douglas Wheat is properly forthright 
ee vee en... aemy Devenoet as a younger Ronald Reagan, and 
Elise Sandor......-cecesssess Kaaren Verne|Mary Thomas plays the straight 
Pa Monaghan.....+eeesescsss a Gases scenes acceptably as a moppet nety 
Parris, aS @ DOY...+seeeeeet otty ck : i rely ordi- 
Drake. he a boy.....+ee-.--Douglas Wheat Field, but the others are merely 
Cassandra, as a Birk. .cccccs MAY yhatins nary. ; 
Randy, a8 @ Girl... . cece r errr eed Ann Tode Photography is skillfully illustra- 
Louise, as a girl......ee..-..---Joan Duval], : Setti ai teenies 
Tod Monaghan.....eces-o.++ Pat Moriarity | tive throughout. Settings are grap 
DDR, 60440 4ure> tieeses-..+sdika Gruning | jcally atmospheric, but the, distant 
Patterson Lawes......+.-- Thomas W. Rose backgrounds are patently phoney. 

Musical score provides eloquen 
i S are numerous 

‘ , nry Bellamann’s | background. There , : 

be a gat ey mn life | Ticks of camera and direction, sev- 
widely-read novel of small-town life eral of which add distinctly to the 
at the turn of the century, becomes | picture. Notable is the pa pee 
an impressive and occasionally in-|sibly borrowed from radio, of hav- 


spiring, though overlong picture un- 
der Sam Wood's eloquent direction. 
It is an atmospheric story, steadily 
engrossing and plausible. Although 
lacking in first-rank star names, the 
film should do handsome business 
in first-runs and satisfactory intake 
in the neighborhoods. It will get 
dignified, favorable reviews and 
word-of-mouth. 

As the original novel was an adult, 
thoughtful treatment of a_ serious 
subject, so the picture makes few 
concessions to surface appeal. Some 
aspects of the story have apparently 
been softened and there is a trans- 
parently phoney fadeout that shat- 
ters the authentic mood so pains- 
takingly created. Yet this screen 
version of ‘Kings Row’ remains a 


ing the contents of letters revealed 
by a conversational reading by the 
actors, via the soundtrack, as the 
characters are shown writing. 
Hobe. 


SHANGHAI GESTURE 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

United Artists release of Arnold Press- 
burger production; associate producer, Al- 
bert de Courville. Features Gene Tierney, 
Walter Huston, Victor Mature. Directed 
by Josef von Sternberg. Adapted by von 
Sternberg with collaboration of Geza Herc- 
zeg, Karl Vollmoeller and Jules Furthman; 
from play by Jehn Colton; camera, Paul 
Ivano: editor, Sam Winston; asst. direc- 
tors, Charles Kerr and Fred Pressburger; 
technical advisors, Tom Gubbins and Aline 
Sholes; score, Richard Hageman. Previewed 
at Four Star, Dec. 22, ‘41. Running time, 


> . 987 MINS, 
genuinely compassionate drama of NS 06 666 bo ch ete etegn ones ts Gene Tierney 
American life. Bir Guy Chartéris....+++++.. Walter Huston 
; i+ j Doctor Omar.......++ eeeseses ictor Mature 
ee it is gs ye < ‘Mother’ Gin Sling. .ccocssces- Ona Munson 
e town, ngs HOw, as Well as Chorus Girl........ i kiiemess Phyllis Brooks 
several of its people. And while the | Commissioner .......... Albert Basserman 
town’s story remains in the back- oe A teeeee teeters Maria a 
ground, it is. always emphasized Gambler Wtedade, a mecoskta Ivan Lebedeff 
through the lives of the principal | Coolie .......... caanheentckd Mike Mazurki 
characters. Thus, the background | Comprador ....s...esee-: Clyde Fillmore 
yarn and flavor of the town con- | Social Leader .......+..+- we 
; : . COUMBOTOP oc ccccccwccecesccesess ex Evans 
stantly | heighten the illusion and onan WeTTTTITiTiiit Mikhail Rasumni 
dramatic effect of the main narra-| Bartender ............-- Michael Delmatoff 


tive. 

Yarn is in three distinct parts, 
opening with the childhood of the 
five leading characters. Narration 
then jumps 10 years, picking up the 
thread as the hero begins studying 
medicine under the tutelage of the 
stern, awesome local physician-re- 
cluse. That portion extends through 
the young man’s violently tragic love 
affair with his childhood sweetheart, 
his tutor’s lovely, doomed daughter. 
It also covers the frustrated romance 
of the hero’s friend, the latter’s loss 
of his fortune and the subsequent 
amputation of beth legs after an acci- 
dent. Concluding portion includes 
the hero’s return from studying in 
Vienna, his beginnings as a pioneer 
psychiatrist, his treatment and sav- 
ing of his boyhood friend, and his 
romance with a new resident of the 
town, a beauteous girl from Vienna. 

All this is told with painstaking, 
illuminating detail. It throbs with 
life and, under Wood’s expert direc- 
tion, the suspense rises and ebbs with 
an uncanny sense of pacing, of 
heightened emphasis and interest at 
the artfully-spaced climaxes. First 
part of the yarn catches the vivid 
impressions of childhood admirably 
and thus sets the foundation for the 
main narrative. Latter portions 
minimize, apparently for audience 
sensibilities, the doomed girl’s de- 
mentia praecox affliction. Other 
gruesome phases of the story are also 
visually toned down. Yet the dra- 
matic impact of the tragedy is 
blended into mature, skillful and 
moving entertainment. 

In nearly all cases, the individual 
performances are a superb match for 
the script. Ann Sheridan, in one of 

» her most exacting roles to date, seems 
m4 too casual in the early sequences as 
the clear-eyed, wholesome girl from 
the slums. Her makeup for these | 
scenes is also a handicap, having ap- 
parently been planned more for box- 
office than characterization. How- 
ever, Miss Sheridan rises admirably 
to the emotional demands of the 
later scenes and gives one of her 

— effective performances thus 

ar. 

Robert Cummings is not entirely 
able to redeem a slight stuffiness in 
the character of the hero. His is a 
direct and uninhibited performance, 
but it seems lacking in variation. It 
so happens, also, that his is the’ un- 
fortunate assignment of having the 
transparently bombastic speeches of 
the final scenes and sharing the ludi- 
crously old-fashioned fadeout. 

Betty Field gives an irresistibly 
touching performance as the gentle, 
tremulous insane girl, torn between 
her love for her sweetheart-from- 
childhood and the realization how 
her affliction dooms her to a tragic 
end. It is a glowing, sensitive and 
deeply persuasive portrayal. Ronald 

does a continuously believa- 
bie job in the likable, relatively sim- 
ple part of the hero’s colorful, cour- 
ageous friend. Charles Coburn, 
wisely playing the sadistic surgeon 
for sympathy, makes the part logical, 
credible and thereby much more ter- 
rifying. Claude Rains achieves a 





Master of Spinning Wheel....Marcel Dalio 





Thirty-one film treatments on 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ have been sub- 
mitted without success to the Hays 
office since the genera] declared 15- 
odd years ago that the ‘present tenor 
of play material will not be the ac- 
cepted basis for screen material.’ 
After these many years, producer 
Arnold Pressburger finally slipped 
through a treatment for a go-ahead 
signal—to at least bring the original 
title and the Oriental background of 
the polyglot Asiatic metropolis to 
the screen. Title may catch a few 
customers, but pic is due for spotty 
reception among adult audiences. 

Stripped of the sensational ele- 
ments of ‘Gesture’ at the txme it was 
produced on the stage, the resultant 
film version is a rather dull and hazy 
drama of the Orient—with both 
script and direction credited to Josef 
von Sternberg firing blanks en route 
in an ineffectual endeavor to arouse 
interest in rather haphazard happen- 
ings. 

Much has been made in publicity 
about the switch of the original 
Shanghai swank bawdy house to that 
of a gambling enterprise catering to 
the elite among residents and visi- 
tors. Madam Goddam of the play 
becomes Mother Gin Sling; and cus- 
tomers are attracted by the gambling 
privileges rather than the glamour of 
the place depicted in the play. But 
the basic dramatic elements of the 
original are missing—even the climax 
unfolds in a nonchalant and matter- 
of-fact manner that leaves onlookers 
wondering what it’s all about. 

Mother Gin Sling is the operating 
brains of the gambling casino, case- 
hardened through her struggles up 
the ladder. When property in the 
district is bought up by Walter Hus- 
ton, English financier, and the Mother 
is told to fold, she goes out to get 
the goods on her enemy in typical 


Oriental fashion. Result is Gin 
Sling’s manipulation of Huston’s 
daughter, Gene Tierney, onto a 


dowrfward path; Gin Sling’s accas \- 
tion of his desertion years before; 
and his rebuttal that the girl she has 
ruined is actually her daughter. 
When Mother Gin Sling shoots the 
girl for disobedience to her parent, 
it’s all over and rather unimportant. 

Von Sternberg’s direction leaves 
much to be desired. He unfolds the 
picture at an uneven pace, holding 
the camera overlong on unimportant 
production sequences, and consist- 
ently fails to point up the dramatic 
elements in line with current picture 
procedure. 

Victor Mature, as the matter-of- 
fact Arab despoiler of Miss Tierney’s 
honor, provides a standout perform- 
ance that will enhance his popular- 
ity. Waiter Huston’s abilities are lost 
in the jumble, while Ona Munson 
cannot penetrate the masklike make- 
up arranged for her characterization. 
Miss Tierney is Poppy—a strange 
character of humanity who is handi- 
capped as the subject for photo- 
graphic effects that makes her in 
turn an educated girl and a dark- 
skinned Eurasian. The role seems 





Miniature | Reviews 


‘Kings Row’ (WB). Impres- 
sive, moving treatment of Henry 
Bellamann’s novel; should draw 
strong grosses. 

‘Shanghai Gesture’ (Press- 
burger-UA). Undramatic sapo- 
lioed version of John Colton play 
for adult audiences; spotty b.o. 

‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) (Musical). 
Good escapist comedy; excellent 
b.o. and probably extended runs 
on value of title. 

‘The Corsican Brothers’ (Small- 
UA). Swashbuckling adventure 
displayed in overlength picture. 
Fairly profitable b.o. 

‘Remember the Day’ (20th). 
Claudette Colbert in strongly 
human American drama. Geared 
for profitable b. o. in all runs. 

‘Hatter’s Castle’ (Par-British). 
British-made drama of consider- 
able boxoffice merit for U.S. and 
Britain, 

‘Blue, White and Perfect’ 
(20th). Spy meller provides good 
action of its kind for satisfactory 


support. 
‘Land of the Open Range’ 
(RKO). Moderately exciting 


Tim Holt western geared for 
usual returns. 


too big for Miss Tierney’s present 
acting capabilities. 

Von Sternberg ‘has lost none of the 
flair for crowd assemblages and col- 
orful backgrounds, but these are not 
adequate enough to carry a bumpy 
and rather dull story. Supporting 
cast is well set up, but many capable 
players are submerged under the set- 
up. Maria Ouspenskaya, for instance, 
appears for only flashes, and then 
speaks nary a word, Wait. 











HELLZAPOPPIN’ 


(MUSICAL) 


Universal release of Julies Levey (Mayfair) 


production. Stars Olsen and Johnson; fea- 
tures Martha Raye, Mischa Auer, hugh 
Herbert. Directed by H, C. Potter. Screen- 


play by Nat Perrin and Warren Wilson; 
s.ory by Perrin, suggested by stage version 
of ‘Heppzapoppin’; songs by Don Raye and 
Cone DePaul; musical numbers staged by 
Nick Castle and Edward Pring: camere, 
Woody Bredell; special photographic ef- 
fects, John Fulton; editor, Milton Carruth. 
Tradeshown at Rivoli, N. Y¥., Dec. 17, °41. 
Running time, 82 MINS, 





Ole Olsen and Chic Johngon....Themsgelves 
ee eee ee Martha Raye 
GOT. . wc ccceaes Hugh Herbert 
Peince Pepl..ccceccesesceceses Mischa Auer 
APE eeecccccers Jane Frazee 
SOs vc evaccscveseceece eeeccoeees Robert Paige 
Pee eeccee eeecccces Shemp Howard 
BP, Mand... ccccece ebecccccess Clarence Kolb 
Mrs. Rand..... Ceeeeeccccsess Nella Walker 
Oscar's Wife...... eee++- Katherine Johnson 
Woody Tyler. .cccecuectuvee Lewis Howard 





Here is good escapist comedy, and, 
as such, probably a boxoffice mopup 
everywhere. The title is a natural in 
itself, and the laughs are plentiful 
enough in the madcap helter-skelter 
of corny hoke to rate the picture ex- 
tended runs, 


There’s the thinnest thread of a 
romantic story, but it’s incidental to 
Olsen and Johnson’s stage formula 
for ‘Hellzapoppin.’ In fact, the pic- 
ture’s setup is such that the story is 
visually dragged in and constantly 
belittled by O. & J., who are shown 
insisting that the film remain pure 
‘Hellz’ from the opening ‘puragatory’ 
scene. How the story is injected is 
one of the better Hollywood origina- 
tions in recent years, evolving from 
a portrait of a Long Island mansion 
that takes life as a wacky author ex- 
— to O. & J. his story idea for a 
ilm. 


_ The yarn itself can be summed up 
in a few words: the rich girl in love 
with the poor boy, who in turn 
doesn’t want to cross his rich pal, 
favored by the girls’ socially con- 
scious parents, The poor boy stages a 
charity show for the girl, and his 
stagehand pals, O. & J., think they 
can save him from the girl by lous- 
ing it up. The ‘inadvertent’ comedy, 
however, sells a prominent Broadway 


| producer, so the poor boy gets the 


rich girl for a happy proletarian 
finale. 

_ One of the picture’s saving graces 
is the originality of presentation of 
screwball comedy. That business of 
oO. & J. talking from the screen to the 
comic projectionist, Shemp Howard, 
is one such detail; ditto that slide 
bit telling a kid in the audience, 
‘Stinky go home,’ with Jane Frazee 
and Robert Paige interrupting a duet 
until Stinky finally leaves, 


On the other hand, there’s plenty 
of evidence that the scenarists, O. & 
J. and sundry others borrcwed liber- 
ally of old gags. Thus, Lou Holtz’s 
vaudeville story about ‘back to two 
slices’ is one of the film’s major 
laughs as delivered by Mischa Auer; 
also old is Chic Johnson’s ‘mask’ bit, 
but yet a big laugh. There’s natur- 
ally much of ‘Hellz’s’ stage business, 
including Catherine Johnson’s pag- 
ing of ‘Oscar’ and the florist mes- 
senger looking for ‘Mrs. Jones,’ with 
his small plant growing into full- 
— tree by the time the picture 

Don Raye and Gene DePaul ha 
contributed several nice songs for 
this film, and an oidie, ‘Waiting for 
the Robert E. Lee’ is also included. 
Martha Raye, who plays a wolf in 
femme clothes, scores with ‘What 





Kind of Love is This,’ ‘Watch the 
Birdie,’ ‘Conga Beso’ and ‘Robt. E. 
Lee.’ Jane Frazee, one of the vaude- 
nitery Frazee Sisters, is a nifty- 
looking singing film lead, doing very 
well with ‘You Were There’ solo, and 
later duetting ‘Heaven for Two’ with 
Paige, okay vocally and as romantic 
vis-a-vis. 

Hugh Herbert is the picture's 
added starter, having been injected 
with retakes, and he offers mild com- 
edy support as a private detective. 
Inasmuch as there’s never any reason 
for his phoney sleuthing, it’s obvious 
how he got into the picture. Mischa 
Auer’s comedy as a Russian noble- 
man is likewise shaded by the plenti- 
tude of slapstick hokum, which even 
drags in a colored lindy-hopping 
troupe, 

There are some lavish production 
numbers. That opening scene in 
Hades jooks expensive, as do the 
water ballet in the Long Island 
swimming pool and the ‘conga’ finale 
of the charity show. Jules Levey 
(Mayfair), producer, was obviously 
unstinting. 

Show’s direction is fast, though the 
last 15 minutes or so are a decided 
letdown in comedy content. The 
laughs, though, are sufficient in the 
forefront of the film to compensate 
for that. 

O. & J., as the *'~’s stars, play 
themselves as pe) ir work in 
‘Hellz’ on the stage. Aiso as per their 

e work, it’s the comedy business 
rather than their comedy talent that 
gets the most laughs. 

Camera work is good and there's 
quite a play on feminiae pulchritude 
in bath beauty poses for added 
values, Scho. 


CORSICAN BROTHERS 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
United Artists release of Edward Small 
production, Stars Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.; 
features Ruth Warrick, Akim Tamiroff. 
Directed by Gregory Ratoff. Screenplay by 
Bruce, from free adaptation of the 
Dumas story by Bruce and Howard 
Estabrook; assistant to producer and super- 
Vising film editor, Grant Whytock; camera, 
Harry Stradling; editor, William Claxton; 
asst. director, Sam Nelson; special photo- 
graphic effects, Howard Anderson; produc- 
tion manager, Max H. Golden. Previewed 
in studio projection room, Dec. 16, ‘41. 
Running time, 111 MINS, 





Mario ? 

OS ceacecadedes Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Teabelle....sssees C0 oeoeecoese Ruth Warrick 
a eccesece »--Akim Tamiroff 
SUD: +.066-0000 000006000088 J. Carrol Naish 
ye Oe vecceess ema. B. Warner 
Tomasso....... Coeccececcevessed John Emery 
Count Franchi. ..eosscccces Henry Wilcoxon 
Countess Franchi...sesees.-.: Gloria Holden 
M. Dupre..... eceevcevcess Walter Kingsford 
DEMO. DUGOc corre sscceveesecs Nana Bryant 
co ere eereececces Pedro de Cordoba 
MATIC.» ccvccsecets Seececses Veda Ann Borg 
PEE ccccesseces sesceesss Willlam Farnum 
NUPSC...ccoseccoccccvccecess Saran Padden 
Martelli. ccc. @ecoces eeeeee-Manart Kippen 
ARGS. ceseceesesere CdOs 8008 Ruth Robinson 





‘The Corsican Brothers’ continues 
Edward Small’s group of freely 
adapted cinematic versions of Du- 
mas’ classics. Keyed for vivid dis- 
play of the physical swashbuckling 
adventure, intimately associated with 
the author’s works via prior film 
presentation, this one will roll 
through the regular runs as a meri- 
torious and profitable slice of enter- 
tainment in its field, turning in good 
but not startling biz in the keys, but 
catching public attention in the pop 
runs. 


There's no discounting the fact that 
previous issues in the Small series in 
similar vein have turned in reports 
on the profit side for both exhibs and 
the producer. 

Despite the lengthy running time, 
and rather bumpy and at times aca- 
demic display of cinematic Dumas, 
picture still has enough of the flair 
and ‘wild adventure associated with 
the author to get across for more 
than passing attention. One thing is 
certain; the oldsters are going to tab 
young Douglas Fairbanks as a pretty 
close prototype of his father, Doug, 
Sr., when the latter was one of film- 
dom’s top stars as a master of the 
sword and adventure. Junior, in this 
particular picture, shows intimate 
mannerisms and gestures of his dad 
that cannot be overlooked. , Whether 
consciously or not, the comparison 
is not at all unfavorable to Fair- 
banks, Jr. 

The story of the ‘Corsican Broth- 
ers’ is widely known. Born Siamese 
twins of Corsican aristocracy, the ba- 
bies are separated immediately after 
birth by a miraculous operation, and 
saved from a vendetta attack that 
kills their parents and immediate 
relatives. One child goes to Paris 
for upbringing and education, while 
the other remains to be reared by a 
former family servant. 


Twenty-one years later the twins 
(both portrayed by Fairbanks) are 
reunited, introduced, and informed 
of the enemy of their forebears. 
Swearing to avenge the family mur- 
ders, the two boys separate to con- 
fuse their enemy with widely sep- 
arated attacks on his henchmen. 
When one falls in love with a girl, 
the other reacts to the same emo- 
tions through mental telepathy, 
with the result that the brothers are 
temporarily separated over mutual 
love for the girl. It’s all straight- 
ened out, however, with proper ven- 
geance for the enemy bandit and 
death of the bushland brother to 
clear the way for a successful ro- 
mantic conclusion. 

Title _foreword warns audiences 
that this is an incredible tale—and 
then the picture proceeds on that 





basis. It’s way overlong, with story 
going around in circles at several 








points. Script by George Bruce ang 
Howard Estabrook is well set up to 
display the action qualities, but 
rather studious on the dialog and 
story motivation. Gregory Ratoff’s 
direction is okay. 


Fairbanks swings through the dual 
role with zest and liveliness, hopping 
balconies and high walls with par- 
ticular ease and grace. He hits some 
rough and tumble battles, also a 
couple with the sword—and overa]] 
takes up where his dad left off 29 
years ago. Ruth Warrick does wel] 
as the girl, and Akim Tamiroff as the 
villainous conniver and murderer 
catches attention with his tyrannical 
displays. Strong support is provided 
by H. B. Warner, as the kindly and 
loyal doctor; J. Carroll Naish, as the 
family doctor; John Emery, Nana 
Bryant and Walter Kingsford. 

Photography and special effects, 
especially those scenes in which Fair- 
banks appears on the screen as the 
two brothers, is of unusual excel. 
lence from both technical and visual 
angles. Production carries the broad 
sweep of similar costume pictures, 

Walt. 


REMEMBER THE DAY 


Hollywood, Dec. 19, 


20th Century-Fox release of William Perle 
berg Production. Stars Claudette Coibert: 
features John Payne. 





Directed by Henry 





King. Screenplay by Tess Slesinger, Frank 
Davis and Allan Scott, based on play by 
Philo Higley and Philip Dunning; camera, 
George Barnes; editor, Barbara McLean, 
Tradeshown in L. A. Dec. 18, ‘41, Rune 
ning time, 85 MINS, 

i |. ern Claudette Coibert 
Dan Hopkins........ O80 drocesecd John Payne 
Dewey Roberts...... esececes John Shepperd 
3 eee errr, Ann Todd 
Dewey Roberts (boy)......... Douglas Croft 
BE, ERs on linenn o 0600eeees Jane Seymour 
SE CT wh oats. 66.0066¢4ncd Anne Revere 
Mrs, Dewey Roberts........ Frieda Inescort 
a rs 26's (alkiimes4es.s 003 Harry Hayden 
ce oor Francis Pierlot 
Baeee. Cartwright. .oscecseesccss Marie Blake 
ip. Stee Perr: eeeeee. William Henderson 
MEP, POOR 058 50 6:0 600560050 Chick Chandler 
Announcer..... eeeeSoccseeesss John Hiestand 
Graham....... Peeecvesesesss Selmer Jackson 
Tom Hanlon......+seee0.gWilliam Halligan 
Bill Tewer..seoes Ccoeeerecess George Ernest 
ee eer errr Harry Tyler 
Mra. AVGTY..c.... eTTTiTe. Tody Gilbert 
6 oe eveccesecesss- Irving Bacon 
Senator PRPS cccvceeccoes:: Paul Harvey 
SOVOSME Tecan cevtecesge: Thurston Hall 
Society Reporter...sccccsecesss Kay Linaker 
DOOVO Giiceb cscesqouevestcss Rilly Dawson 
Telegraph Clerk... .ccsccces George Chandler 
PONS 0 «04. 506 640066000005> Geraldine Wall 





‘Remember the Day’ is one of those 
intimately human pictures that can 
easily surprise with top biz as it gains 
momentum via favorable comment 
and critical praise. It’s a warmly 
human drama depicting the basic 
American way of life—skillfully as- 
sembled to generate exacting audi- 
ence attention in one of the best ex- 
amples of well-rounded filmplay 
fabrication. With Claudette Colbert 
niftily handlingf her best assign- 
ment in a long time, and assisted by 
exceptionally capable support, direc- 
tion and script, picture is an ‘A’ at- 
traction for profitable grosses in all 
run, carrying strength for hold- 
overs in the keys. ‘Day’ will be re- 
called as a Broadway click a few 
years ago, with Frankie Thomas as- 
suming the adolescent’s role. 

Story is slightly reminiscent of 
‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ in the basic ele- 
ments of its interest and appeal. In 
‘Remember the Day,’ it’s a femme 
schoolteacher who holds the spot- 
light; but there’s still the neat ad- 
mixture of happiness and semi-trag- 
edy in her involvement in a brief 
romance that upsets the puppy-love 
adoration of a "teen age pupil she has 
become interested in to generate his 
interests into proper hobbies and 
channels. Picture is a slight tear- 
jerker, k inging tears of happiness 
into the proceedings, and, in addition, 
holding the attention of the maternal 
instincts of the women. It will re- 
call vividly to every adult the 
schooldays when he had a crush on 
his teacher. 

Story is compactly and smoothly 
delineated. A prolog and epilog 
accentuate audience interest, arous- 
ing curiosity on the visit of a not- 
too-aged woman to a hotel to meet 
the great man who is to be feted that 
night at a presidential-campaign 
banquet. Picture then flashes back to 
pick up the story of 25 years pre- 
viously in a midwestern town. 


Miss Colbert takes over a class in 
midterm to find Douglas Croft, @ 
smart youngster, directing his mental 
efforts in the wrong channels. In- 
timately following a course, describ- 
ing her successful steering of the 
youngster, and his resultant puppy- 
love adoration, script deftly dovetails 
the romantic progress of Miss Col- 
bert and John Payne, the manual 
training teacher, climaxing in secret 
marriage and his departure with the 
Canadian forces. Young Croft dis- 
covers the marriage, and is disillu- 
sioned. But the epilog years later re- 
vives the strong affection of the 
kindly and understanding teacher for 
one of her thousands of boys who 
has reached the heights, and the re- 
union is most happy. 

Miss Colbert provides an attention- 
arresting performance as the school- 
marm, strongly supported by Payne 
and young Croft. Latter portrays the 
typical American boy in most con- 
vincing fashion. Although action 
focuses major attention on this trio, 
able support is supplied by John 
Shepperd, little Ann Todd, Anne Re- 
vere, Jane Seymour, Harry Hayden, 
Francis Pierlot and Chick Chandler. 

Producer Bill Perlberg’s guidance 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Chi Merely Marking Time: Dumbo’ « 


Plus ‘Uncle’ $14 


And Vaude 356, T 





000, ‘Screaming’ 
arget 96 on 2d Wk. 





Chicago, Dec. 23. 


It’s the week before Christmas for 
Chicago theatres and the managers 
are not complaining too much. But 
they're waiting until Thursday (25) 
for any upbeat, with thé usual boom- 
ing Christmas-New Year’s week in 


ospect. 
Prpalace has ‘Dumbo’ and is doing 
okay at $14,000. ‘Keep ‘Em Flying 
kad to move out after two weeks 
due to the pre-booking of ‘Dumbo.’ 
Abbott-Costello picture appeared as 
doing well —~ - to continue. 
‘Dumbo’ is going along well enough 
considering the handicap of ‘Unex- 

sted Uncle’ as its limping partner. 

hicago is doing fairly well at 
$35,000 with ‘I Wake Up Screaming’ 
and Tony Martin heading the stage 


ow. , 
The other newcomer is ‘One Foot 
in Heaven’ at the United Artists, 
which will hit a nice $14,000. “Tar- 
get for Tonight’ and ‘Unholy Part- 
ner’ is getting a neat $9,000 on its 
second week at the Roosevelt. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200, 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Confirm or Deny’ (20th). Light- 
weight and maybe $5,000 for this off 
week. Last week, ‘Smilin’ Thru 
(M-G) finished third 


okay $4,700. 
Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Screaming’ (20th) and stage show 
*with Tony Martin headlining. Fairly 
ood for off-beat week at $35,000. 
fast week, ‘Falcon’ (WB), nice 
0,100. 
Warrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—York’ (WB). This makes nine 
weeks in loop, nice $5,000 after good 
$5,500 last week. | 
Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44- 
55)—‘Melody Lane’ (U) and ‘Bowery 
Follies’ unit. House has been con- 


sessions at 


sistent moneymaker under vaude 
policy, satisfactory $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Killed a Man’ (Mono) and 


‘Screwballs’ unit, fair enough $16,600. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO) and ‘Unexpected 
Uncle’ (RKO). Top-biller actually 


may be hurt by weak word-of-mouth 
on other film. Kid play is strong 
for the new Walt Disney cartoon, 
fine $14,000. Last week, ‘Keep "Em 
Flying’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Moon- 
light Hawaii’ (Ist wk) (RKO), good 
$13,700. ‘Flying’ could have stayed 
longer, but the Christmas ‘must’ was 
on ‘Dumbo.’ 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G) and 
‘Target Tonight’ (WB). Neat $9.000 
currently after a bright $12,200 last 
week. 

State- Lake (B&K) (2.700; 35-55- 
65-75)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (4th 
wk). Nearing the end of its stay, 
neat $10,000. Last week, good 
$13,300. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
$5-55-65-75 )—‘Foot in Heaven’ (WB). 
Opened Saturday (20) and got away 
well in view of pre-Xmas rush, nice 
$14,000. Last week, 
Woman’ (M-G) completed 
okay weeks at $10,400. 


‘Flying’ Carries On 
Despite Omaha Lull, 
$9,500; ‘York’ 656 3d 


Omaha, Dec. 23. 
; Pre-Christmas slump is on but 
Keep ’Em Flying’ plus ‘Major Bar- 
bara’ at the Orpheum is doing nice 
business for the period. ‘Sergeant 
York’ also is okay on the third week 
at the Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
44)—‘Keep 'Em Flying’ (U) and ‘Ma- 
jor Barbara’ (UA). Big $9,500 con- 
sidering the season. Last week, 
Wake Screaming’ (20th) and ‘World 
Premiere’ (Par). light $8,000. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 11- 
40-55)—‘Sgt. York’ (WB). Very good 
$6,500. Last (2d) week, $7,500, nice. 

Brandies (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40)—‘All Money Buy’ (RKO), 
and ‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col). Slim 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Our Wife’ (Col) 


three 





and ‘Queen Murder Ring’ (Col), 
floppo $3,000. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30- 


44)—'Intl. Lady’ (UA) and ‘Broad- 
way Limited’ (UA). Poor $5,500. 
Last week, ‘H. M. Pulham’ (M-G) 
and ‘9 Lives’ (WB), low $6,000. 
; State (Goldberg) (900; 25-35)— 
Sailors Leave’ (Rep), ‘Doctors Don’t 
Tell’ (Rep) and ‘Cat, Canary’ (Par) 
triple split with ‘Hit Road’ (U), 
Road Show’ (UA) and ‘Smilin’ 
Through’ (M-G), ‘Whistling Dark’ 
(M-G), Thin $800 due to season. Last 
week ‘Crimes Gestapo’ (UA) renam- 
€d from ‘Pastor Hall’ plus ‘Married 
Bachelor’ (M-G) drew them in large 
numbers split with ‘Jungle Caval- 
cade’ (RKO) and ‘Reluctant Dragon’ 
(RKO) (first half) for better $1,000. 
Town (Geldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
— ‘Death Outlaws’ (Rep), ‘Never 
Rich’ (Col) and ‘Perfect Crime’ 
(Col) triple split with ‘Bachelor 
Daddy’ (U), ‘Chip Flying’ (U) and 
Secrets Wasteland’ (Par), ‘Father 


‘Twp Faced | 


Takes Wife’ (RKO), ‘Never Give 
Sucker’ (U), Seasonal $800. Last 
week, ‘Red River Valley’ (Rep), 
‘Flying Blind’ (Par) and ‘Disputed 
Passage’ (Par), triple split with 
‘Oklahoma Frontier’ (U), ‘River’s 
End’ (WB) and ‘Paper Bullets’ 
(Indie), “Black Cat’ (U) and ‘Tele- 
vision Spy’ (Par), light $700. 


Dumbo Tops in 
Cleve. $17,000: 
Money Blah 96 


Cleveland, Dec. 23. 

Only one attraction drawing any 
special attention from Yule shop- 
pers is ‘Dumbo.’ Vaude bill with 
Mills Bros. is giving it added push 
at the Palace for easily best biz in 
town. 

Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Dull $3,500 for this moveover. Last 
week, ‘Keep "Em Flying’ (U) (3d 
wk), jovial $4,500. 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘Queen Murder Ring’ (Col) and 
‘Moonlight Hawaii’ (U). 
$1,206 for four days. Last week, 
‘Secrets Wolf’ (Col) and ‘Swing Sol-’ 
dier’ (U), okay $750 on three days. 

Circle (Polster) (1,800; 20-35)— 
‘Moon Shoulder’ (20th) and ‘Law of 
Tropics’ (WB) (2d run). Poorish 
$1,500 if it holds out for full frame. 
Last week, ‘Spitfire’s Baby’ (RKO) 
and ‘Spooks Run Wild’ (Mono), still 
mediocre, $2,000. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
|55)—All Money Buy’ (RKO). After- 
noon trade helping it toward $9,000, 
sluggish. Last week, ‘Weekend Ha- 
vana’ (20th), satisfactory $11,450. 

Lake (Warner) (800; 30-35-42-55) 
—Sgt. York’ (WB). First return 
downtown engagement and timeli- 
ness of theme is responsible for fine 
$5,000 or better. Last week, ‘Eve’ 
(U) (2d wk), lukewarm $2,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Dumbo’ (RKO) plus Millis Bros. 
topping vaude. While not hitting on 
six cylinders yet, making money at 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Appointment 
Love’ (U) plus Three Stooges and 
Carol Bruce, $17,000, not so gratify- 
ing. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Lydia’ (UA). Meagre $7,000, one 
of house’s lowest grosses this season. 
Last week, ‘Pulham Esq.’ (M-G), 
smartly sold for worthwhile $12,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 30-35-42- 














55)—Pulham Esq.’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Average $3,500 for shiftover. Last 
week, ‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) 


(3d wk), nice $4,600. 





‘Uncle’-Major Bowes’ 
Unit $13,000 in Balto 


Baltimore, Dec. 23. 

Pre-holiday activities taking a 
slight toll in current doings here. 
‘Never Give a Sucker An Even 
Break,’ drawing better than average 
trade to Keith’s, and Major Bowes, 
always consistent here, contributing 
his ‘All Star Revue,’ to round out 
| alright take for ‘Unexpected Uncle,’ 
lat the combo Hipp. Rest of town 
| just fair, marking time for Christ- 
mas Day openings. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-44 )—‘Design Scandal’ (M-G). Get- 
iting some fairish response for pos- 
sible $8,000. Last week, ‘Pulham’ 
(M-G), okay $10,700. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Unexpected 
Uncle’ (Col) plus Major Bowes’ latest 
combo of acts. Satisfactory $13,009. 
Last week, ‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) 
plus strong vaude layout, nice $14,- 
400. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-33-39-44) — ‘Never Give Sucker 
Break’ (U). Offsetting pre-holiday 
blues with strong $9,000. Last week 
(3d), ‘Keep "Em Flying’ (U) brought 
grand total up to swell $26,800 for 
the solid run. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Holding to mark time for Xmas 
opening of new one. Better than 
average at $4,600. First week, $5,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 17-28-40-44- 
55)—‘Blues in Night’ (WB). Ambling 
along to possible $7,000. Last week, 
| ‘Intl Squadron’ (WB), surprised 
| with pleasant $10,600, 








Ordinary’ 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Dee. 25 


Astor—‘The Shanghai Gesture’ 
(UA). 

(Reviewed in current issue) 

Broadway—‘Dumbo’ (Disney) 
(10th week). 

(Reviewed in Variety Oct. 1) 

Capitol — ‘Tarzan’s Secret 
Treasure’ (M-G) (24). 

(Reviewed in Variety Now. 19) 

Criterion—‘Sundown’ (UA). 

(Reviewed in Vartery Oct. 15) 

Glebe— ‘Unholy Partners’ 
(M-G) (27). 


(Reviewed in Varrery Oct. 15) 
Loew’s State — ‘Playmates’ 
(RKO). 


(Reviewed in Variety Nov. 26) 

Music Hall—‘H. M. Pulham, 
Esq.” (M-G) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in Variety Nov. 19) 

Palace—‘Look Whose Laugh- 
ing’ (RKO) (24). 

(Reviewed in Varrery Sept. 17) 

Parameunt— ‘Birth of the Blues’ 
(Par) (3d week). 

(Reviewed in Vartery Sept. 8) 

Rialto—‘The Wolf Man’ (U) 
(20). 

(Reviewed in Variety Dec. 17) 

Rivoli—‘Hellizapoppin’ (U). 

(Reviewed in current issue) 

Roxy — ‘Remember the Day’ 
(20th). 

(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 24) 

Strand—‘You’re in the Army 
Now’ (WB). 

(Reviewed in Varrety Dec. 3) 

Week of Jan. 1 

Astor—‘The Shanghai Gesture’ 
(UA) (2d week). 

Broadway—‘ Dumbo’ 
(11th week). 

Capitel — ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G) (31). 

(Reviewed in Variery Oct. 22) 

Music Hall—‘Babes on Broad- 
way’ (M-G) (31). 

(Reviewed in Variety Dec. 3) 
Pur- 


(Disney) 


Paramount — ‘Louisiana 
chase’ (Par) (31). 

(Reviewed in Variety Now. 26) 

Rivoli—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) (2d 
week). 

Roxy — ‘Remember 
(20th) (2d week). 

Strand—‘You’re in the Armiy 
Now’ (WB) (2d week). 


‘CONFIRM, DENY’ $5,000 
DESPITE MEMPHIS SAG 


Memphis, Dec. 23. 
Santa Claus and Mars continued to 
kick shew biz around in Dixie this 
week, biz being as bad as last week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Maleo (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
—Woman Mine’ (U). Crix rapped 
this one good, mebbe $3,800. Last 
week, ‘Texas’ (Col) and ‘Men Her 

Life’ (Col), split week, bad $3,400. 
State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Kathleen’ (M-G). Natural Temple 
pull, $4,500, which isn’t’ so hot. Last 
week, ‘Pulham, Esq.’ (M-G), $5,100, 


the Day’ 











okay. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th). War news 
yarn fairly well liked, $5,000, good 
in a week like this. Last week, 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th), $4,500, fair. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Body Disappears’ (WB). Mystery 
tagged for so-so $3,500. Last week, 


‘Great Guns’ (20th), $3,800, not too 


bad. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Wings Honolulu’ (Indie re- 
issue), three days; ‘Lady Scarface’ 


(RKO), one day; “Three Girls’ (Col), 
three days. Good $1,700. Last week, 
‘Nothing Truth’ (Par) (2d run), three 
days; ‘Honolulu Girl’ (Col), one day; 
and ‘Swing Soldier’ (U), three days, 
$1,400, fair. 


14456 in Finale, 


N.Y. Picks Up Despite Xmas, War; 
Pulham Pulls Big $98,000, ‘Valley’ 


Kathleen’ N.G. 106 





The genera] tenor of Broadway 
business for the final week of 
Christmas shopping, when it nor- 
mally is at its worst, has, in fact, 
been better than for the prior stanza. 
This must mean that the war is 
having much less effect, and, with 
the first of the year-end holidays 
arriving tomorrow (Thurs.), the 
managers are hopeful the stride will 
be about on a par with last Xmas 
and New Year’s. 

Many new shows are coming in, 
some of them today (Wed.) in time 
for the Yule eve. while cthers bow 


in tomorrow (Tnurs.). Among the 
major first-runs only the Paramount 
and Music Hall are holding their 
current shows. 

‘H. M. Pulham, Esq.,’ on its initial 
lap at the Hall, is big at an indicated 
$98,000, and will be kept for six 
additional days so that ‘Babes on 


Broadway’ may come in next 
Wednesday (31) for New Year’s 
Eve. Par finished its second week 


last night (Tues.) with ‘Birth of the 
Blues’ and Orrin Tucker at a good 
$38,000, only $4,000 behind the first 


seven days. This show remains an- 
other full week starting today 
(Wed.). 


Not only does the Par business 
compare favorabiy with last week, 
but at the Strand the general picku 
in trade also seems to have helped. 
On the current (2d) week of ‘Blues 
in the Night,’ with Count Basie and 
Hattie McDaniel on the stage, no 
less than $20,000, but weak, is indi- 
cated. However, the first week was 
only $25,000. 


‘How Green Was Mv Valley,’ clos- 
ing tonight (Wed.) at the Rivoli, 
will get $14,500 on its final eight 
days, putting it neck-and-neck with 
last week (7th), when $13,800 was 
garnered. This is just another indi- 
cation of how biz bettered itself this 
week. 


New pictures up against Santa 
Claus’ last raid upon checkbooks in- 
clude ‘Confirm or Deny,’ which will 
be lucky to top a light $30,000 at 
the Roxy. ‘Kathleen,’ a bitter dis- 
appointer for the Capitol, was 
pulled last night (Tues.) after six 
days, getting less than $10,000. House 
opens “Tarzan’s Secret Treasure’ to- 
day (Wed.). Roxy ushers in ‘Re- 
member the Day’ tomorrow morn- 
ing (Thurs.), while the Riv tomor- 
row evening debuts with ‘Hellzapop- 
pin.’ Strand’s new show for Christ- 
mas week, also opening tomorrow, 


is ‘You’re in the Army Now’ and 
Will Osborne. 
Rialto, Arthur Mayer’s’ small- 


seater which usually does well with 
| horror film, is looking for a big $12,- 
|000 this week with ‘Wolf Man’ and 


will hold it over. This is about 
double the house average. 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ closed at the 


Astor Sunday night (21) for open- 
ing Xmas Day (tomorrow) of 
‘Shanghai Gesture.” It was given a 
special press preview last night 
(Tues. ). 

The second-run State went first- 
run this week with ‘Night of Jan. 
16° and a vaude show headed by 
Phil Regan and the Three Sailors, 
but no dice at $16,000, or slightly 
more, 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 35-55-85- | 
$1.10 - $1.25) ‘Shanghai Gesture’ | 
| (UA). Preems here tomorrow 
(Thurs.). ‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) 








Det. Finally Tosses 





Detroit, Dec. 23. 

After making a last stand, grosses 
here finally are being scalped. It 
marked the second successive year 
that loop houses here have stood up 
under the heavy shopping spree, 
wilting only on the week before 
Christmas. However, the week will 
be whittled down since the present 
bills will only go for six days. 

Although two of the _ houses 
brought in fresh bills, ‘Sergeant 
York,’ in its second week, continues 
as the topper. ‘All Money Can Buy’ 
and ‘Sing for Your Supper’ at the 
Fox won’t be too far below its nor- 
mal clip. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
—Swamp Water’ (20th) and ‘Swing 
Soldier’ (U). Former moved over 
from the Fox after good week and a 


freshener added. Dull $4,800. Last 
week, ‘Belong to Me’ (Col) and 
‘Texas’ (Col) (2d wk), nice 6,700. 





Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55- 


‘York 316,000 H.0.; ‘Money Buy’ 13!56 


in Sponge, But | 


— | 


| 65) ~All Money Buy’ (RKO) and | 
'‘Sing for Supper’ (Col). Not too 
| bad at $13,500 for six-day stretch. 
Last week, ‘Swamp Water’ (20th) 
and ‘Unexpected Uncle’ (RKO), 
slick $17,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-55-65)—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Following a sock $28,000 last week 
this probably will be a nice $16,000 
for six-day run. z 

Paims-State (United Detroit) (3,- 


000; 40-55-65)—‘Look Laughing’ 
(RKO) and ‘Parachute Battalion’ 
(RKO) (3d wk). Only a sluggish 


$5,000 for final six days after pick- 
ing up a nice $8,000 last week. 
United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40-55-65 )—‘Chocolate Soldier’ 
(M-G) and ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G). 
Dull $7,000 for a full week here in 
sole downtown house with regular 
Thursday openings. Last week, 


closed Sunday night (21), final six 
days on eighth week being $5,800, 
low. The prior (7th) round was 
$6,400. 


Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 35-55- 
75)— ‘Dumbo’ (RKO-Disney) (9th 
wk). Sustaining the shock of Xmas 
shopping windup, this week, which 
spreads over the holiday itself, 
should mean a pickup to $17,000, 
bettering the prior (8th) stanza’s 
$12,000. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10 - $1.25),— ‘Kathleen’ (M-G), 
Wound up six-day engagement last 
night (Tues.) with less than $10,0U0 
very bad. “Tarzan’s Secret Treasure 
(M-G) opens here this morning. Last 


week, ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G), 
$9,000, also very poor, 
Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44- 


55-75)—‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) (4th 
wk). Goes additional day on fourth 
lap; for that period $10,500, while 
the third session was $10,000. ‘Sun- 
down’ (UA) comes in tomorrow 
morning (Thurs.). 

Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
‘No Hands on Clock’ (Par). Doing 
o.k. $6,500. Last week, fifth for 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th), $4,000, slow. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75) — ‘Look Who’s Laughing’ 
(RKO) (ist run) and ‘All That 
Money Can Buy’ (RKO) (2d run), 
dualed, This pair opens today(Wed.) 
after seven days with ‘Suspicion’ 
(RKO) singly, which got $8,500. 
Behind that, ‘Weekend in Havana’ 
(20th) (2d run) and ‘Cadet Girl’ 
(20th) (ist run) got $6,000, poor. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Birth of Blues’ (Par) and, on 


stage, Orrin Tucker and Bonnie 
Baker (3d-final wk). Concluding 
week starting today (Wed.) will 


atone in part for two prior war- 
struck stanzas, although the seven 
days ending last night (Tues.) was 
$38,000, close to $42,000 garnered in 
first week, satisfactory. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 44 - 55 - 85 - 99 - $1.65)— 
‘H. M. Pulham’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Holding up very strong for 
around $98,000 or better and will be 
held six additional days, along with 
Xmas stage bill, current, which aids 
at the b.o. Last week, ‘Men in Her 
Life’ (Col), dropped a lot toward 
the end, winding up with only $61,- 
0C0. slight. 

Rialto: (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Wolf Man’ (U). Well sold and with 
aid of Xmas over which engagement 
extends should knock out $12,000, 
very big for this theatre; holds over. 
Last week, ‘Among the Living’ 
(Par), $7,000, alright. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-55-75-85-99 ) 
—Green Was Valley’ (20th) (8th- 
final wk). Extended additional day 
for total of eight and probable gross 
of $14,500, compared with prior 
seven days of $13,800. ‘Hellzapappin’ 
(U) makes its bow tomorrow eve- 
ning (Thurs.). 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—Confirm or Deny’ (20th) and 
stageshow. Lacking in draught and 
doubtless if over $30,000, mild. ‘Rise 
and Shine’ (20th). for six days on, 
its second week $20,500, weak. ‘Re- 
member the Night’ (20th) being 
brought in tomorrow (Thurs.) a day 
ahead of schedule. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par) 
and, on stage, Phil Regan, Three 
Sailors, other acts. This film is here 
first-run, but it’s not getting any play 
with only $16,000 or bit better seen, 
very light. Last week, ‘Shadow Thin 
Man’ (M-G) (2d run) and Artie 
Shaw’s band, close to $24,000, very 
good. 

Strand (WB) (2.756: 35-55-75-85- 
99)—‘Blues in the Night’ (WB) and 
Count Basie. Hattie McDaniel, others 





In person (9d-final 


wk). Compara- 
week at low $20.000 


tively better this 


than on the first at $25.000. ‘You’re 
in the Army Now’ (WB) and Will 
Osborne constitute the Christmas 
bill opening tomorrow morning 
| (Thurs.). 





‘Nothing But Truth’ Top 
J. City Grosser, $13,000 


Jersey City, Dec. 23. 

Business is only fair, with the 
Christmas shopping rush doing more 
damage than the war. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 30-35-55) 
—‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and ‘Stars 
Look Down’ (M-G). Fair $12,500. 
Last week, ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) 
and ‘Three Girls’ (M-G), mild $12.000. 

Sianley (WB) (4,500: 30-35-55)— 
‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and ‘Buy 
Town’ (Par). Good $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) and 
‘Marry Boss’ Daughter’ (20th), pow- 
erful $16,500. 

State (Skouras) (1,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and ‘America at 
War’ (RKO short). State is playing 
the latter, special March of Time is- 





‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) (2d wk) 
and ‘Shining Victory’ (WB), not bad 
$8,000. 





| sue, as ‘second feature.’ Nice £9,000. 
| Last week, ‘Belong to Me’ (Col) and 
\‘Stork Pays’ (Col), okay $9,000. 
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‘New Wine’ (UA). 
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~ In Sad Philly: 


Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 

Take the annual week-before- 
Christmas letdown; add the war Jit- 
ters; then mix in a famine in high- 
powered product and you've got the 
answer to the sour boxoffice sesh in 
Philly. Last week gate receipts took 
a steep nosedive, but they were bet- 
ter than this week. ; 

Only one bright spot is the Earle 
where ‘Confirm or Deny’ and a stage 
show including Charlie Spivak’s or- 
chestra, Carol Bruce and Ray Bolger 
are making the wickets hum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68 )— 
*H. M. Pulham’ (M-G). Not faring as 
badly as others but a scant $9,000. 
Last week, ‘All M™ney Buy’ (RKO), 
sad $7,500. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—‘Birth Blues’ (Par) (2d run). Okay 
$3,200. Last week, ‘New York Town’ 
(Par) pulled after $1,200 for four 
devs of its second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568: 35-46-57-68)— 

‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Mearre $8.500. Last week, sub-par 
$12.500. ‘Man Who Came to Dinner 
(WB) gets world premiere here at 
svecial midnight show tomorrow 
24). 
Earle (WB) (2,768: 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th) with Charlie 
Spivak orch, Carol Bruce and Ray 
Rolger personaling. Cheery $22,000. 
Great improvement over last week’s 
$18.000 for ‘Glamour Boy’ and 
‘Sweater Cirl Revue’ on stage. 

Fox (WB) (2,425: 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Anpointment Love’ (U). Pallid $9,- 
000. Last week, ‘Rise. Shine’ (20th) 
not much better at $10.000. 

Karlton (WR) (1.066: 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Nied With Boots’ (WB) (2d run) 
(94 wk) (6 days). Not bad with 
$4900. Lact week. okay $5.000. 

Keith’s (WR) (2.220: 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘StorteR? With Eve’ (U) (2d run). 
Poor $3.500. Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ 
(WB) wound un nine weeks in mid- 
town sector with okay $4,500 for six 
davs of final sesh with moderately 
tilted prices. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Desien Srandal’ (M-G). Away 
down with ckimpy $9.000. Last week, 
"een ’Fm Flying’ (U), fairish $11,- 
0 for holdover. 

Stanton (WR) (1.457: 35-46-57)— 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th) (3d wk). Neat 
$5,000. Last week, husky $7,000. 


‘DUMBO’ CINCY LEADER 
WITH SEASONAL $8,000 


Cincinnati, Dec. 23. 

Pic trade holding up okay in view 
of seasonal conditions. ‘Dumbo’ is 
the topper currently, slightly ahead 
of ‘New York Town.’ Surprise of 
the week is ‘Wolf Man’ at the Grand, 
getting great returns on build-up as 
super horror film. ; 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 

‘New York Town’ (Par). Fairly 








Good $7,500. Last week, ‘Design 
Scandal’ (M-G), eight days, fair 
$9,500. 


* Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Design Scandal’ (M-G). Moveover 
from Albee. So-so $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) 
(2d run), pleasing $4,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
*Mob Town’ (U) and ‘Dude Cowboy’ 
(RKO), split with ‘Buy Town’ (Par) 
and ‘Masked Rider’ (U). All right 
$1,900. Same last week on ‘Gay 
Falcon’ (RKO) and ‘Riders Purpie 


Sage’ (20th), divided with ‘Kid 
Kansas’ (U) and ‘Public Enemies’ 
(Rep). 


Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
*Wolf Man’ (U). Plugged as a horror 
sensation. Great at $7,500. Last 
week ‘Lydia’ (UA), five days, sad 
$2.000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
Meagre $2,500. 


Last week, ‘Kathleen’ (M-G), no 
dice, $3,000. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 


*Great Guns’ (20th) (2d run). Thin 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Keep ’Em Fly- 
ing’ (U) (3d run), okay $3,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO). Below expecta- 
tions at $8,000, but best in town. Last 
week, ‘Skylark’ (Par), slim $7,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-40-50)— 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Excellent $4,500 after last week’s 
whopper $10,000. House resumes 
stage shows Friday (26) -with Martha 
Raye topping. 


“Green Valley’ $10,000 





Lo? Afirm Spivak-Bolger Trim 226 


Love’ Pallid $9,000 


board with a two-night bally. Huge 
searchlights illuminated the skies 
and additional lights were used to 
light up the house front. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-44)— 
‘Kathleen’ (M-G) and ‘Three Girls 
(Col). Light $9,000. Last week, 
‘Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Niagara Falls 
(UA), better than expected, neat 
$14,000. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 30-40- 
50)—‘Nothing but Truth’ (Par) and 
‘Perfect Snob’ (20th). Anything 
over $9,000 will be heavy gravy. 
Last week, ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) and 
‘Melody Lane’ (U), $5,500, poor. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘How Green Was Valley’ (20th) and 
‘Cadet Girl’ (20th). Swell bally may 
inflate this to $10,000, best in town. 
Last week, ‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th- 
Fox) and ‘New York Town’ (Par). 
Good $9,500. 
Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50) 
—‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th) and ‘New 
York Town’ (Par) (moveover from 
Fox). About $3,000, mild. Last 
week, ‘Keep "Em Flying’ (U) and 
‘Look Laughing’ (RKO). Finished 
with $3,700, fair. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
‘Riders Purple Sage’ (20th) and 
‘Small Town Deb’ (20th), so-so 





$3,000. Last week, ‘Swamp Water’ 
(20th) and ‘Great Guns’ (20th), 
$3,300. 





atl, Squadron’ $6,500 
In Better K.C.; ‘Dumbo’ 
$4,300, ‘Confirm’ Blah 


Kansas City, Dec. 23. 
Sag in trade last week isn't carry- 
ing into current session as some ex- 
pected. Biz is far from invigorating, 
but slight upbeat is encouraging to 
all managers. ‘International Squad- 
ron’ at the N-wman is giving a good | 
account of itself and ‘Dumbo’ at the 
Orpheum and ‘Design for Scandal’ 


at the Midland, both of the last two 
on dual bills, are not so bad. 


Estimates for This week 


Esquire and Uptewn (Fox Mid- 
west (820 and 2,043; 11-30-44)—‘Con- 
firm, Deny’ (Fox) and ‘Wings Hono- 
lulu’ (U) (reissue). Low $4,200. 
Last week, ‘Appointment Love’ -U), 
in both houses just as meek $4,200. 
Mainstreet (Indie) (3,040; 11-28- 
44)—‘Scattergood Broadway’ (RKO) 
with ‘Seeing Stars’ unit on stage. 
Only six days, light $3,800. Last 
week, ‘Forced Landing’ (Par) with 
‘Everything Goes’ on stage, slow 
$4,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 11-30-44) 
—Design Scandal’ (M-G) and ‘Sing 
for Supper’ (Col). Six-day week, 
not too bad, $5,200. Last week, ‘Men 
in Life’ (Col) and ‘Secrets Wolf’ 
(Col), stunted $5,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 
30 - 44) — ‘International Squadron’ 
(WB). Making the best impression 
with its timely subject; $6,500, good 
take at this season. Last week, ‘Sky- 
lark’ (Par) (2d wk) and ‘Night Jan. 
16’ (Par) (Ist wk), so-so $5,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 11-30-44) 
—Dumbo’ (RKO) and ‘Weekend 
Three (RKO). Fairish as kiddies 
are in school till Thursday, $4,300. 
Expected to get going on Christmas 
Day. Last week, ‘Caroline’ (RKO) 
and ‘Underground’ (WB), very thin 


$4,000. 

(Joffee) (2,110; 11-30)— 
‘Rodeo Rhythm’ (Indie) with Dot 
Franey’s ice revue and Shirley 
Pierce’s kiddie revue on _ stage. 
Meavrre $5,000. Last week, ‘Burma 
Convoy’ (U) with Clyde McCoy and 
orch on stage, unimpressive $5,300. 


‘LOVE’ SOLID $9,000 IN 








Denver, Dec. 23. 

Business is ranging from fair to 
good, with the blizzard yesterday 
(Monday) slowing up grosses on that 
day. ‘Skylark’ is being held over at 
the Denham for the holiday business 
although not so big thus far. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th), after a week 
at Denver. Good $4,000. Last week, 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U), from the 
Denver and day and date with the 
Broadway, same at $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 40-50-60) 





In Sluggish St. Louis —Sgt. York’ (5th week in local first 


St. Louis, Dec. 23. 

Operators of the deluxers are re- 
signed to poor biz until after Xmas 
even though last week, starting off 
at sluggish pace, picked up better 
than anticipated. Fanchon & Marco’s 
Fox should lead the parade with 
‘How Green Was My Valley’ as the 
F.& M. exploitation staff went over- 


runs ). Fair $2,500, Last week, ‘Keep 
Em Flying’ (U), from the Denver, 
and day and date with the Aladdin, 
fair $2,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Skylark’ (Par). Good $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par) and 
Among Living’ (Par), mild $5,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Appointment Love’ (U) and ‘Miss 
Polly’ (UA). Nice $9,000. Last week, 


- 





DENVER; ‘SKYLARK’ 626 


‘Swamp Water’ a and ‘Go West’ 
(Col), good $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—“Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Father Takes Wife’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Meagre $6,500. Last week, ‘Shadow 
Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Father Takes 
Wife’ (RKO), fine $12,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Riders Purple Sage’ (20th) and ‘Man 
At Large’ (20th). Neat $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Rise, Shine’ (20th) and ‘Devil 
Pays Off? (Rep), good $6,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)—‘Keep 
‘Em Flying’ (U), arter a week at 
each the Denver, Aladdin and 
Broadway, and ‘Spooks Run Wild 
(Mono). Trim $2,000. Last week, 
‘Wake Screaming’ (20th), after a 
week at each the Denver and Alad- 
din, and ‘Stork Pays Off’ (Col), fair 
$1,750. 


‘RISE, SHINE’ 
86 IN LVILLE 


Louisville, Dec. 23. 

Current biz is rather light but the 
boys are not voicing many com- 
plaints. Product is only so-so. Best 
grosser will be the Rialto with ‘Rise 
and Shine’ on getting good night 
trade. Brown closed Thursday (18) 
for redecorating, and will reopen 
Christmas Day (25). National, 
which closed down December 9, will 
reopen Christmas Day, with stage 
show and films. 


Estimates for This Week 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) and ‘Tanks 
Million’ (UA), split with ‘Lydia’ 
(UA) and ‘Time for Rhythm’ (Col). 
Catching Christmas shoppers, alright 
$1,400. Last week, ‘Belle Starr’ 
(20th) and ‘Harmon Michigan’ (Col), 
oke $1,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Kathleen’ (M-G) and ‘Sing 
for Supper’ (Col). Shirley Temple 
opus pulling gratifying matinee 
trade, but nights are off, fair $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Secrets Wolf’ (Col) and 
‘Men in Life’ (Col), mild $7,000. 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,100; 
15-30-40)—‘Intl. Squadron’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Fairish $3,000. Last. week, 
same pic, fine $4,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Rise, Shine’ (20th) and 
‘Blue, White, Perfect’ (20th). Good 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Wake Screaming’ 
(20th) and ‘Marry Boss’ Daughter’ 
(20th), medium $7,500. 








Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40)—Confirm, Deny’ (20th) 
and ‘Perfect Snob’ (20th). Ordi- 
nary $3,000. Last week, ‘Swamp 


Water’ (20th) and ‘Small Town Deb’ 
(20th), profitable $3,500 on h.o. 


No Minor Admish For 
Dumbo’ in Mont’l; Big 
8G Anyway, ‘Arise’ 66 


Montreal, Dec. 23. 

‘Dumbo’ is standout currently along 
Main street and should garner a good 
gross on eight days for first of two 
weeks over the year end. Other big 
houses are good enough for this win- 
dow-shopping week. Refusal of mi- 
nors’ admission on ‘Dumbo’ will cut 
grosses at Loew’s, but Premier God- 
bout of Quebec thinks it may deteri- 
orate their morals. 

Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62 )—‘All 
Money Buy’ (RKO). Pacing for good 
enough $5,000. Last week. ‘Started 
With Eve’ (U) (2d wk), $5.000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Rise, Shine’ (20th) and ‘Moon Over 
Shoulder’ (20th). Pointing to nice 
$6,000. Last week, ‘I.adies Retire- 
ment’ (Col) and ‘Stork Pays’ (Col), 
$5,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800: 35-53-67)— 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO). Fine play on week- 
ends: solid $8,000. Tact week. “Two- 








Faced Woman’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
$5.000. 
Princess (CT) (2.300: 30-40-53)— 


‘Hunchback Notre %-me’ (RKO) and 
‘King Kone’ (RKO). Presible $3,- 
500, oke. Last week. ‘Ratlands Da- 
kota’ (U) and ‘Cracked Nuts’ (U), 
$3.000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1.100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Sundown’ (UA) (5th wk). Still 
clicking, $2,500 in sight after nice $2,- 
800 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2.500: 30- 
40)—‘Roger La Horte’ end ‘La Dame 
de Vittel.” Weak $2.500. Last week, 
‘Les Musiciens du Ciel’ -nd “Mar- 
raine de Charley,’ slim $? &N0. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Dec. 23.. 

Paramount bought ‘Listening Post,’ 
military radio yarn by Edward 
Haldeman. 

Clarence Brown acquired Huntley 
Woods’ magazine story, ‘Not Afraid 
to Die.’ ; 

J. Robert Bren and Gladys At- 
water sold ‘Gold Runs the River’ to 
Republic. 

Republic purchased ‘Water Car- 
nival,’ by Mauri Grashin and Robert 
Shannon, 








Dumbo’ Soaring High for $17,500 in 
Hub; ‘Four Jacks -Blackstone 16G 





BUFFALO IN SEASONAL 
DIP: ‘HEAVEN’ $8,500 


Buffalo, Dec. 23. 

Wicket coin numerals are being 
slugged by the seasonal slump. On 
the whole, however, general picture 
is not too bad. 

‘Dumbo,’ with the new house orch 
policy at the Century, is off for a 
heady initial session. ‘One Foot in 
Heaven,’ dualed at the Lakes, seems 
to be doing all right. 


Estimates for This Week 





Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55) — 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) and 
‘Glamour Boy’ (Par). Mediocre 


$7,500. Last week, ‘H. M. Pulham’ 
(M-G) and ‘Small Town Deb’ (20th), 
unimpressive at ahout $8,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—One Foot in Heaven’ (WB) and 
‘American Co-Ed’ (UA). Nice $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Design Scandal’ (M-G) 
and ‘Cadet Girl’ (20th), no dice at 
about $6,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Swamp 
Water’ (20th) and ‘Devil Pays Off’ 
(Rep). Good $8,000. Last week, 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and ‘Body 
Disappears’ (WB), snagged a gratify- 
ing $8,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) and ‘Sing 
Chorus’ (U) (3d wk). Third round 
mighty okay $6.500. Last week, same 
combo, solid $19,000. 

Century (Ind) (3,000; 30-44) — 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO). Cashing in on sea- 
sonal draw, more than nice $9.000. 
Last week, ‘International Lady’ (UA) 
a Three’ (RKO), so-so 


Keep 'Em Flying’ Tops 
Seattle, Big $10,500; 
‘Green Valley’ $7,500 


Seattle, Dec, 23. 
Can’t recover fully from the war 
shock in a fortnight with the whole 
town still humming with war talk. 
Likely that biz is being hurt around 
10%. Houses counting in Christmas 


Day business in the current week's 
take are leading the procession. 
‘Two-Faced Woman’ hurtled to 
nice biz with the adverse shots fired 
at it not hurting. When the cen- 
sors passed the film, it continued 
strong. Orpheum’s ‘Keep ’Em Fly- 
ing,” aided by special exploitation, 
is the best in town and is topping 
recent business aided by Xmas Day. 
Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58)—‘Rise, Shine’ (20th) 
and ‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Slow $2,100. Last week, ‘Feminine 
Touch’ (M-G) and ‘Unholy Partners’ 
(M-G), 2d wk), good $2,900. 

Coliseum. (H-E) (1,900; 23-40)— 
‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) and 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Sad $2,200. Last week, ‘Yank 
R.A.F.’ (20th) and ‘Our Wife’ (Col), 
good $3,000. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 30-40- 
58)—‘Green Valley’ (20th). Big $7,- 
500, even though more had been 
hoped for. Last week, ‘One Foot 
Heaven’ (WB) and ‘Small Town 
Deb’ (20th), very slow $4,100. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58)— 
‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col) and ‘Three 
Girls’ (Col). Mighty thin $3,000. 
Last week, (4th) ‘Sundown’ (UA), 
almost out for the count, and $2,600, 
after three nifty stanzas, fire nearby 
and blackout being too much. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-58)— 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) and ‘Mar- 
ried Bachelor’ (3d wk). Blah $1,800. 
Last week, same pair garnered 
dandy $3,000. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58)— 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) and ‘Devil 
Pays Off? (Rep). Great $10,500, with 
the aid of Christmas day, Last week, 
(40-50-65) ‘Blues in Night’ (WB) and 
‘American Co-ed’ (UA) plus George 
White ‘Scandals’ unit, big $10,200, 
with stage show the draw. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,250; 23-35- 
50-58)—‘Sierra Sue’ (Rep) and 
‘Paper Bullets’ (PRC) plus vaude. 
Fair $6,000, figure including Christ- 
mas Day biz. Last week, ‘Moonlight 
Hawaii’ (U) with Duke Ellington 
band on stage the reason for $8,200, 
very forte, considering war jitters. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-58) 
—Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) and 
‘Perfect Snob’ (20th). Decency 
league attacked, but censors ‘said 
oke. Publicity resulting from this 
helping to grab a solid $8,500, mighty 
fine presently. Last week, ‘Rise, 
Shine’ (20th) and ‘Night Jan. 16’ 
(Par), fair $5,700. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 23-40) 
—‘Never Rich’ (Col) and ‘Father 
Takes Wife’ (RKO). (2d run). Poor 
$2,000. Last week, (30-40-58), ‘Mal- 
tese Falcon’ (WB) and ‘Target To- 
night? (WB) (2d wk), oke $3,100. 











Winter Garden (Sterling) (750; 20- 
30)—‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and ‘Broad- 
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i—New York Town’ 








Boston, Dec, 23, 

Trade is generally off this week 
as elsewhere, ‘Dumbo’ shapes up ag 
the Hub’s leader this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-4455. 
65)—‘Four Jacks, Jill’ (RKO) with 
Blackstone magic show on stage 
Satisfactory $16,000, Last week, ‘Go 
West’ (Col) with Jimmy Dorsey ore 
chestra on stage, $23,000, bingo, 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-40-44-55) 
—‘International Lady’ (UA) and 
‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G). Oka 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB 
continued run from two weeks at 
Metropolitan, $6,500, good. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30. 
40-44-55) — ‘Dumbo’ (RKO) and 
‘Rise, Shine’ (20th). Garnering top 
coin in town, around $17,500. Last 
week, ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) and 
‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th) (2d 
wk), $16,000, very good. ; 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 30-35. 
40-44-55)—‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) 
and ‘Small Town Deb’ (20th). Floppo 
gait, $8.000. Last week, ‘Appointment 
Love’ (U) with Gene Krupa band on 
stage, $29,000, socko, 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-44. 
55)—‘Lydia’ (UA) and ‘Unholy Parte 
ners’ (M-G). Socked badly by Xmas 
shopping in the district, around $10,. 
000, seedy. Last week, ‘H. M. Pul- 


ham’ (M-G) and ‘Sing for Supper’ 


(Col), $16.700, very good. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800: 30-40. 
44-55 )—“‘International Lady’ 
and ‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G), 
Meagre $9.000. Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ 
(WB), continued run from two weeks 
at Met, $12.000 at tilted scale, dandy, 

State (Loew) (3,600: 30-40-44-55)— 
‘Lydia’ (UA) and ‘Unholy Partners’ 
(M-G). Limping in with $8,000. 
Last week, ‘H. M. Pulham’ (M-G) and 
‘Sine for Supper’ (Col) (2d wk), 
$11.600, good. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 30-44-55) 
—‘Keep 'Em Flying’ (U), continued 
run from two weeks at Keith Memo- 
rial. and ‘Road Agent’ (U). Good 
$6.500. Last week. ‘City Lights’ 
(Mono) and ‘Mob Town’ (U), thin 
$3,000. 


WAR NO BLOCK TO B.A. 
PIC BIZ; ‘JEKYLL’ 106 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 16, 

War news failed to make any dent 
on the first-runners here this week, 
with grosses running far ahead of 
last week’s spotty biz. ‘Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde’ (M-G° at the Rex ran 
up a hefty 42,000 pesos (approxle 
mately $10,200) and ts set for a hold- 
over, 

Other grosses, all given in Argen- 
tine pesos, which are currently 
downward bound (presently worth 
23c,. U. S.), follow: 

Ambassador (Lautaret and Ca- 
vallo) (1,400; 2 pesos)—‘Bride 
Came C.O.D.’ (WB). Bette Davis the 
draw here, hefty 28,000. Due for 
two and possibly three-week hold- 
over. 

Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3-2.50)— 
‘Blood and Sand’ (20th). Seventh 
week with a nice 12,000 at the turne- 
stile, means techncolor epic will run 
an eighth. 

Rex (Cordero, Cavallo and Lau- 
taret) (3,305; 2.50-2)—‘Jekyll-Hyde’ 
(M-G). Socko 42,000 and likely to 
go into big money on the second. 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,420; 2-1.50) 
(Par). Very 
weak 8,000 due principally to lack 
of marquee appeal of Fred MacMur- 
ray. Likely to be just as poor a 
grosser in the nabes, 

Monumental (Coll) (1,330; 2-1.50) 
‘La Mujer y la Salva’ (‘The Woman 
and Jungle’) (Argentine-made; Sur 
Film). Nothing to recommend this 
one and down to about 5,000. Pre- 
vious local indie, ‘Hombre Bueno,’ 
wasn’t much better. 

Opera (Lococo) (2,400; 2.50-2)— 
‘Moon Over Miami’ (20th). Excel- 
lent 30,000 but somehow not set for 
a repeat. Got surprisingly good 
notices considering stars have 
hitherto not been in the top money 
division here, 

Broadway (Lautaret and Cavallo) 
(1,863; 2.50-2)—'Gone with Wind’ 
(M-G). Fifth’ week, with 11,000, 
only 2,000 below previous stanza and 
set for still another week. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 3-2.50)— 
‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par). Fifth 
week still solid with 11,000. Looks 
like this one will go at least two 
more before heading out. 











way Ltd.” (UA), (2d run). Okay 
$2,700. Last week, ‘Ice-Capades’ 
(Rep) and ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) 
(2d run), slow $2,100. 
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Frisco Better But Grosses Still Below 


Usual Pre-Xmas; Dumbo'-Vaude 166) 








San Francisco, Dec. 23. 

Things aren't too bright on Market 
street this week and that doesn’t 
mean the curtailed lighting. Biz 
ormally is off 20% during the final 
Christmas shopping rush, but black- 
out scares have pushed this further 
below normal. Bulk of trade is on 
matinees, but weekend was pretty 
good. After 8 p.m. there’s hardly 
anybody on the street. That's the 
reaction to the war so far. 

Christmas Day should be okay if 
all skedded ———- are held. Irving 
Ackerman is slated to open his new 
Downtown that day, the Fox Cali- 
fornia will relight as the State, the 
nabe Verdi finishes alterations then, 
and Eddie Skolak starts his new 
President again after being stymied 
by the war. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Blues in Night’ (WB) and ‘Body 
Disappears’ (WB). With biz way 
off, this one will be lucky to get 
14,500. Last week, ‘Maltese Falcon 
(WB) and ‘Target Tonight’ (WB), 
around $14,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 44-50- 
55)—Dumbo’ (RKO) and vaude. 
With prices upped slightly, Disney 
opus stands a chance of collecting 
$16,000, swell under circumstances. 
Last week, ‘Weekend Three (RKO) 
and ‘Meet People’ on stage, beat the 
blackouts for a surprising $13,400. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50)—‘Started with Eve’ (U) and 
‘Flying Cadets’ (U). Barring raids, 
could reach $12,000. Bit jump over 

ast sessions. Last week, ‘Ladies 

etirement’ (Col) and ‘Tillie Toiler 
(Col), sad $5,800. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
§0)—Tarzan’s Secret Treasure 
(M-G), ‘Mexico Way’ (Rep), plus 
‘Superman’ (Par short). Great kid 
show for holiday season. Opened 
okay, but only about $14,000 in pros- 
pect. Last (2d) week, ‘Skylark 
(Par) ¢nd ‘Sailors’ Leave’ (Rep), as 
good as could be expected, $8,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
60)—‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and 
‘Target Tonight’ (WB) (moveover). 
Looks okay $6,000, Last (moveover) 
week, ‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) 
and ‘Cadet Girl’ (20th) finished third 
week on street with about same. 


United Artists (UA - Blumenfeld) 


(1,100; 35-40-50)—Sundown’ (UA) 
and ‘American Co-Ed’ (UA) (5th 
wk). Tough sledding, probably not 


over $3,500. Last (4th) week not 


much better. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) 
—Pulham’ (M-G) and ‘Marry Boss 
Daughter’ (20th) (2d wk). Taking 
it on the chin here for $7,500 or less. 
Last week, same combo, $10,000. 


Strong Films in Prov. - 
Help; ‘Target’ $8,000, 
‘Dumbo’ Sockeroo 856 


Providence, Dec. 23 
It looks like the theatres with the 
product are doing a fairly good job 
of licking the usual pre-holiday 
slack. ‘Target for Tonight’ is look- 








ing up at Majestic, while ‘Dumbo,’ | 


at RKO Albee, is headed for 
healthy pre-holiday take. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50) — 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO) and ‘Obliging Young 
Lady’ (RKO). Swell $8,500. 
exploitation campaign via radio and 
press was topped by a milk tieup 
which had company placing Dumbo 
collars on every local customers 
milk bottle. Last week, ‘Blues 
Night’ (WB) and ‘Smiling Ghost’ 
(WB), good $7,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and 
‘Small Town Deb’ (20th) (2d run) 
Fair $2,800. Last week, ‘H. M. Pul- 
ham’ (M-G) and ‘Sing Supper’ (Col) 


(2d run), good $3,100. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50) 
‘Cadet Girl’ (20th) and vaude on | 
stage. Only fair $5,000 for this 
stanza. Last week, ‘Swing Soldier’ 


(U) and vaude, same. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50) — 
‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) and ‘Target 
Tonight’ (WB). Proving a healthy 
bill, nice $8,000. Last week, ‘Maltese 
Falcon’ (WB) and ‘Small Town Deb’ 
(20th), nifty $9,000. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 44-55- 
65)—Jimmy Dorsey and his orches- 
tra and ‘Mr, Celebrity’ (Rep). Closed 
with knockout $9,000. 

7 State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
Design Scandal’ (M-G) and ‘Stork 
Pays Off’ (Col). Not too strong, fair 
$8,000. Last week, Men in Life’ 
(Col) and ‘American Co-Ed’ (UA), 
weakish $8,000. 

: Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
Go West’ (Col) and ‘Among Living’ 
(Par). Meagre $4,000. Last week, 
Night Jan. 16’ (Par) and ‘World 
Premiere’ (Par), weak $4,500. 


ve 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Grose 
Last Week........... $1,350,460 
(Based on 25 cities, 171 thea- 
te chiefly first runs, including 


Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year........... $1,229,400 
(Based on 25 cities, 168 theatres) 


SHINE’ BRIGHT 
$7,000 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 23. 

There are at least a couple of 
bright spots in the pre-Xmas pall, 
naturally emphasized this year by 
the war and such. Stanley, where 
Warners have always made it a 
policy to shoot in a strong show on 
this particular stanza, has Martha 
Raye and Jan Savitt to bolster 
‘Kathleen’ and is doing okay. Ful- 
ton will be the other winner, ‘Rise 
and Shine’ turning the trick. 

Pretty depressing everywhere else, 
however. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-50)—‘Rise 
and Shine’ (20th). Whatever biz 
there was around over weekend, 
Fulton got it, with Sunday (21) par- 
ticularly an eye-opener. Should roll 
up pretty close to $7,500, fine. Com- 
edy holds through next Tuesday (30) 
evening, with ‘How Green Was My 
Valley’ (20th) opening later that 
night at specially sponsored Welsh 
society preview. Last week, ‘Ap- 
pointment for “uove’ (U), poor $3,800. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 30-40- 
50) — ‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G). 
Stays only six days and in that ab- 
breviated sepslon will hardly get 
more than $6,500. ‘H. M. Pulham’ 
(M-G) gets started early, day before 
Xmas, Last week, ‘Two-Faced 
Woman’ (M-G), just under $13,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-50)—‘Birth 
Blues’ (Par). Moved here from 
Warner, which in turn got it from 
Penn. Not more than $1,700, brutal. 
Last week, ‘Died with Boots On’ 
(WB), also in third week, healthy 
$3,500. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-50) 
—Girls About Town’ (Col) and ‘Go 
West’ (Col). This twin entry won't 
even pay the rent. Sinking to worst 
of the midsummer levels and will 
be lucky e grab $2,500. Last week, 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th), finished ail 
right at just under $7,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-60-66) 
—Kathleen’ (M-G) and Martha 
Raye and Jan Savitt band. Plent 
of marquee strength here and it’s 
proving potent — season. Raye’s 
always been b.o. here, present visit 
being her second i eight months, 
and getaway strong. enough to in- 
sure $19,000 anyway. Last week, 
‘International Lady’ (UA) and tab 
‘Vanities,’ pretty good $17,500. 

Warner (WS) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Garbo picture showing pretty good 
staying power. Looks like $4,200, 











Heavy | 


not bad for pre-Xmas. Last week, 
‘Birth Blues’ (Par), on moveover 
from Penn, in dumps at $2,800 


N 





| festivities, is down to the level of conventional figures, 
the fact that 
land news broadcasts apparently are no deterrent to 
The boxoffice was in a crouch expecting a 
sound whacking this week. The blow was only a light 


But 


| business. 





one on account of the interlude 


showmen find solace in 


tap on the chin. 


It would not be surprising, therefore, if the Xmas 
to New Year stanza is hefty, particularly in view of 
the strong product waiting the ‘go’ signal. Universal 
is poised with Olsen and Johnson in ‘Hellzapoppin,’ 
with ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ 
Warners have ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ and ‘You're 
in the Army Now,’ RKO already has beat the gun 
with advance release of ‘Dumbo,’ and the baby ele- 
phant is bringing luck wherever played. ‘How Green 
and ‘H. M. Pulham, Esq.,’ 
(M-G) also are moving into the first runs. 

On the score sheet of the week it’s ‘Dumbo’ out in 
front with key city openings extending from coast to 

Returns, uniformly good, althougk length of 
(71 mins.) calls for some display of booking 
acumen in choice of its running mate on duals. ‘Dumbo’ 
is best in town in Boston, Montreal, Cleveland, Provi- 
Opening weeks good in Chi- 
Angeles and Buffalo. 


Paramount {fs ready 


Was My Valley’ (20th) 


coast. 
film 


dence and Cincinnati. 
cago, Kansas City, Los 


|“Lydia’ (UA), slim $1,850. 





ATIONAL 


Film theatres have regained their pre-war compo- 
| sure, although the current week, traditionally a bad 


Dull Week-Before Xmas 
Linc; ‘Money Buy’ $2,200 


. Lincoln, Dec. 23. 

It’s the usual week before Christ- 
mas when any biz is a surprise. ‘All 
Money Can Buy’ went in for three 
days, but is staying through Wednes- 
day (24), and worth it. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer ) 
(750; 10-15-20)—‘Death Valley Out- 
laws’ (Rep) and ‘Father's Son’ (WB). 
and ‘Flight Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Star 


Law Man’ (Mono), split. Fair $700. 
Last week, ‘Marshal Mesa City’ 
(RKO) and ‘East of River’ (WB) 


split with ‘Dispatch Reuters’ (WB) 
and ‘Red River Valley’ (Rep), light 
$500. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503: 
10-30-44 )—‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G). 
Cast to the wolves, fair $2,800. Last 
week, ‘Wake Screaming’ (20th), 
$2,950. 

Nebraska (C-P) (1,236; 10-20-25)— 
‘Cadet Girl’ (20th) and ‘Dynamite’ 


L.A. Calm But Trade Is Jittery From 
Thin Fare, Seasonal Drag; Touch’ 





206, Dumbo’ $15,700, Both in 2 Spots 


~~ 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


_ =, Sarre $286,800 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


Total Gross Same Week 


Ri. i+ badcecod $330,800 
(Based on 13 theatres) 














(U), with ‘Winslow of Navy’ (U), 
serial, offered as Saturday come-on 
for kids. Not bad $1,600. Last week, 
‘Perfect Snob’ (20th) and ‘Target 
Tonight’ (WB), mild $1,400. 

State (Noble-Federer) (986: 10-25- 
30)—‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep) and 
‘Shining Victory’ (WB), goes 4 days, 
dull $800. Last week, ‘Top Sgt. Mul- 
ligan’ (Mono) and ‘Spitfire’s Baby’ 
(RKO), four days, so-so $900. 

Varsity (N-F) (4,100: 10-30-44)— 
‘All Money Buy’ (RKO). Surprise 
on row, $2,200, not bad. Last week, 





‘Scandal’ Fair $5,500, 
Best in Offish Mpls.; 
‘Maltese’ Mild $5,000 


., , Minneapolis, Dec. 23. 

Considering the war and approach 
of Christmas, business is holding up 
better than expected. This is all the: 
more surprising because the show- 
houses currently aren’t tossing in 
| particularly gm peg films. 

he click of ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ 

in the face of so many handicaps is 

surprising. Film crashed through to 

a bangup gross on the first week 

and its still delivering on its sec- 

ond session at the moveover Century. 
estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Swing Soldier’ (U) and ‘Among Liv- 
ing’ (Par). In for five days, mild 
$800. Last week, ‘Three Girls’ (Col) 
and ‘Gay Falcon’ (RKO) split with 
‘Last Duanes’ (20th) and ‘Celebrity’ 
(PRC), nice $1,800 in eight days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44)— 
‘Sun Valley’ (20th) (2d wk). Moved 
here after big first week at State. 
Healthy $3,800. Last week, ‘Keep 
"Em Flying’ (U) @d wk), big $4,000 
after fine $8,500 initial canto. 

Gopher (P-S) (998; 28) — ‘Night 
Jan. 16’ (Par). ‘Thriller set for fair 
$2,000. Last weak, ‘Father Takes 
Wife’ (RKO), pulled after six days, 
thin $1,600. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2.800; 28-39-44)— 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB). Satisfactory 
$5,000, good, all considered. Last 
week, es 

U 


unt’ (20th), $6,200, 
fairly good, appointing. 
State (P-S) (2,300: 28-39-44)—‘De- 





sign Scandal’ (M-G). Fair $5,500 
indicated. Last week, ‘Sun Valley’ 
(20th), big $9,500. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100: 28-39)— 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G). First 
neighborhood showing, mild $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Nothing But Truth’ 
‘Par), first nefghborhood showing, | 
big $3,500. 
World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39)— 
‘Charley's Aunt’? (@0th) (2d wk). 





After a fair week at Orpheum, nice 
$1,500. Last week, ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) ! 
(2d wk), okay $1,400. 








since the consent decree went into effect 
before Christmas ‘Keep ‘Em Flying’ (U) has lost none of its heft 
Both Omaha and Seattle showings are excellent. Else- 
headlines where it is clicking in subsequent runs and small town 


eituations. 


and 


Cincinnati. 
the first runs. 


Few war. 


BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


‘That Pre-Christmas Slump Not Too Bad—‘Dumbo’ Leads| 
Week’s List—‘Green Valley’ Okay— ‘Keep ’em Flying’ Still Up |: 


films have had as many day-and-date first showings 


Too early yet to accurately gauge the full strength 
of ‘Green My Valley’ (20th). 
report good week in St. Louis and slightly below 
expectations in Seattle, although war jitters in the 
latter town may account for droop. 

Generally, the first runs are a pot pourri of major 
company releases that have been staggered in the 
keys for the past month or more. 
is rated from fair to good in St. 
Portland and Pittsburgh. 
(WB) leads in Kansas City. 
(WB) is doing nicely in Buffalo and Chicago. ‘Swamp 
Water’ (20th) and ‘Rise and Shine’ (20th) are satisfac- 
tory, the latter being strong in Louisville. “Two-Faced 
Woman’ (M-G) clicked for a big $8,500 in Seattle. 

‘Wolf Man’ (U) turned in an exceptional $7,500 in 
‘Lydia’ (UA) is having a tough time in 


From a glance at the figures, showmen can feel 
encouraged that film attendance has withstood hand- 
somely the first impact of the nation’s entry into the | gin shortly after Jan, 1 on a new 


‘SKYLARK’ 86, 
PORT. TOPPER 


Portland, Dec. 23. 

War jitters have eased a little 
with lifting of blackout regulations 
in Pacific Northwest theatres. But 
biz probably won't show a big jump 
until after Christmas. Paramount 
held ‘Skylark’ over to play with 
‘Look Who’s Laughing,’ having been 
unfortunate enough to open ‘Sky- 
lark’ at start of the blackouts. Dual 
is going over fine. ‘Kathleen’ is 
proving a winner for the United 
Artists. 

Last week’s grosses *blacked out, 
with even big pictures playing to 
almost empty houses. People stayed 
home to await blackout orders over 
the radio. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50).—Closed for renovation. Last 
week, ‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G) and 
‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G), suffered 
blackout and moved to Mayfair. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 35-40-50)—‘Unholy Partners’ 
(M-G) and ‘Married Bachelor’ (M- 
G). Moved over from Broadway 
and getting good enough $2,800. Last 
week, ‘International Lady’ (UA) with 
Duke Ellington’s band on stage. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800: 35-40-50) —‘Wake Up Scream- 
ing’ (20th) and ‘Three Girls’ (Col). 
Big $6,000. Last week, ‘Rise, Shine’ 
(20th) and ‘Last Duanes’ (20th), 
badly hit by blackout. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
—‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) (1st wk) 
with h. o. of ‘Skylark’ (Par) Good 
duo in line for wrong $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Skylark’ (Par) and ‘Parson 
Paniment’ (Par), blacked out. 

United Artists (P) (1,000; 35-40-50) 
—Kathleen’ (M-G) and ‘Tarzan’s 
Private Secret’ (M-G). Good $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) 
and ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). No figures. First week, nice 
$7,000. 


CALLAWAY JOINS UA 


W. E. Callaway was named Coast 
district manager for United Artists 
yesterday, filling the spot left vacant 
by resignation of Ben Fish some 
months ago. 

Callaway was formerly with War- 
ner Bros. as Coast district manager 
and Los Angeles branch manager. 














Variety correspondents 


‘Kathleen’ (M-G) 
Louis, Louisville, 


Los Angeles, Dec. 23. 

Usual pre-Christmas week drag, 
combined with a group of light- 
weight marquee attractions, is hold- 
ing grosses down. But managers are 
satisfied with below normal takes 
for the session. Public jitters over 
possible blackouts or air raid alarms 
have been dispelled, but now there’s 
alarm over Jap subs lurking off the 
coast. 

Weekend biz sagged even for this 
period of the year. Chinese and 

oew's State paced the town with 
‘Feminine Touch’ and ‘Unholy Part- 
ners’ for a total of $20,000, or about 
the same as last week. Paramount is 
marking time at $8,500 with ‘Night of 
Jan. 16° and ‘Among the Living,’ ad- 
vertised as thrill-and-laugh show 
for the second week of non-stage 
policy. 

Disney’s ‘Dumbo’ lighted Carthay 
Circle and got a surprise heavy adult 
trade for strong $8,500. This new 
cartoon also playing downtown at 
United Artists. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516: 33- 
44-55-75) — ‘Dumbo’ (RKO). House 
re-opened for pop price day-date 
with UA downtown to catch kid 
trade over holidays. Should get 
$8,500 on first week. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034: 
30 - 44-55-75) — ‘Feminine Touch! 
(M-G) and ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G) 
Fair $8,000. Last week, ‘Rise, Shine’ 
(20th) and ‘Cadet Girl’ (20th), 
wound up with $8,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—‘Law of Tropics’ (WB) and ‘Steel 


Against Sky’ (WB). Weak $5,500. 
Last week, ‘One Foot in Heaven’ 
(WB) and ‘Bill of Rights’ (WB 


short) (2d wk), $4,700. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-44- 
55)—‘All Money Buy’ (RKO). (5th 
wk). Overstayed for poor $2,000 
but held for Christmas opening of 
‘H. M. Pulham, Esq.’ (M-G). Last 
week, same picture, slim $2,500. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30-44-55-75) 
—‘Kane’ (RKO) (10th wk). Pre- 
Christmas» slump socked this to 
$2,500, but still profit for house. Will 
continue through holidays. Ninth 
week tabbed $3,000, fairly good un- 
der conditions. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—Law of Tropics’ (WB) and ‘Steel 
Against Sky’ (WB). Hard pull all 
the way for $6,000. Last week, ‘One 
Foot Heaven’ (WB) and ‘Bill of 
Rights’ (WB short) (2d wk), $5,500. 

rpheum (B’way) (2.200; 30-44-55) 
—Small Town Deb’ (20th) and ‘Buy 
Town’ (Par) plus stage show. Way 
off at $6,600. Last week, ‘Blues in 
Night’ (WB) and ‘Lady Scarface 
(WB), closed with $7,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 80-44-55 )— 
‘Men in Life’ (Col) and “Three Girls 
(Col) plus March of Time. ‘America 
at War.’ Light $8,000. Last week, 
six days of third week for ‘Keep 
‘Em Flying’ (U) and ‘Gay Falcon 
(RKO) satisfactory $6,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3.595: 30-44-55 
—Night of Jan, 16’ (Par) an 
‘Among Living’ (Par). Stresse 
‘thrill-laugh’ program but dippe 
badly to $8,500 on second week of 
non-stage policy. Last week, ‘New 
York Town’ (Par) and ‘Appointment 
Tove’ (U), good $10,500. 

RKO (RKO) 2,872; 30-44-55) 
‘Men in Life’ (Col) and ‘Three Girls 
(Col) plus March of Time, ‘Am@grica 
at War.’ War subject catching tran- 
sients to lift the week to fair $7,300. 
Last week, ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) 
and ‘Gay Falcon’ (RKO), got good 
$8,000 for six days of third week. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204; 30-44. 
55-75)— ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) 
and ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G). Downe 
town topper with $12,000. Last week 








‘International Squadron’ 
‘One Foot in Heaven’ 


Rise, Shine’ (20th) and ‘Cadet Girl 
(20th). okay $10,500. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-44-55)—‘Dumbo’ (RKO). Disney 
artoon feature set in for pop price 


run for holiday season, should grab 
$7,200 on first week Last week, 
‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) and 
‘Marry Boss’ Daughter’ (20th), 


tabbed fair $4,700 in eight days 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 


—Rise. Shine’ (20th) and ‘Cadet 
Girl’ (20th). Light $3,000 on move- 
over. Last week, “‘Two-Faced Wom- 
an’ (M-G) and ‘Marry Boss’ Daugh- 
ter’ (20th), slick $7,000 when cus- 


tomers got word that the film was 
being withdrawn for toning down. 


Roach Completes 10th 
Streamliner for UA 


With completion of ‘About Face’ 
this week, Hal Roach has wound up 
production on his 1941-42 series of 
streamliners for United Artists re- 
lease. He has made 10 of them, three 
with Army stories and two musicals, 
one of the latter in color. Six have 
been released. 

Streamliners—brief features—were 
an experiment this season that 
proved successful and Roach will be- 











for 1942-43. 
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Associate Producers, Glenn Tryon and Alex Gottlieb 
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and Spectacular Water Ballet 


UNIVERSAL PICTURES presenis 
HELLZAPOPPIN’ 
Starring OLSEN and JOHNSON 

MARTHA RAYE 
Screenplay by Nat Perrin and Warren Wilson * Based on an original story by Nat Perrin 


HUGH HERBERT + MISCHA AUER + JANE FRAZEE » ROBERT PAIGE « GUS 


SCHILLING » SHEMP HOWARD + The Six Hits + Slim and Slam + The Congeroos 


“4054 /|\ 


Be 


Suggested by the stage play “Olsen & Johnson’s Hellzapoppin’” * Directed by H.C. Pottet 


A MAYFAIR PRODUCTION 
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Credits at Finale Get Brushof; 
Lesser Actors May Squawk to SAG 





Growing habit of studios putting 
cast credits at the end of pictures 
_ has riled a number of lesser Holly- 
wood actors visiting in New York 
recently. They've discovered that 
it’s almost strictly a brushoff be- 
cause most houses—including the 
biggest in Manhattan—close their 


curtains over the screen and bring 
up their lights while the credits 


are on. 


Anyone interested, of course, can 
read the names by guessing what 
letters are hidden in the folds of the 
curtain, straining his eyes to see the 
credits that are almost blotted out 
by strong orange light and by crick- 
ing his neck to look around the 42 
people in front who immediately get 
up and begin to walk out when the 
film is finished and the mazdas 
go up. 

Although, of course, it is not ac- 
tually the fault of the studios that 
exhibs use the time the cast credits 
are on the screen as an intermission 
period, there’s talk by players of 
squawking to Screen Actors Guild. 
Performers feel that the new method 
of credits at the finale has deprived 
them of the billing to which they 
are entitled. 


It’s only the lesser players who 
get gypped. usually, as in most cases 
names of the stars, and less often 
those of the featured players, appear 
along with the title at the beginning. 
Producers and directors likewise get 
forward-end billing, with policy 
varying on technicians and others. 


Cast-at-the-end idea, the studios 
feel, has good reasoning behind it 
and is actually a break for minor 
performers if exhibs don’t jazz it up. 
Spectators usually pay no attention 
to the names of lesser-knowns when 
shown at the beginning, but will fre- 
quently see someone they like in the 
picture and look carefully down the 
cast list trying to find out who it is 
when the names come at the end. In 
addition, using the list at the close 
shortens the boring and seemingly 
interminable credits at the  be- 
ginning, 


FDR and Knox Write 
To Alfied’s Jack Kirsch 
On All-Out War Pledge 


Chicago, Dec. 23. 

Following adoption of a resolution 
by the industry unity convention, 
held here a week ago, to rally behind 
the national, emergency _ pledging 
all-out support, Jack Kirsch, chair- 
man, has received acknowledgements 
of appreciation from the White House 
and office of the Secretary ‘of the 
Navy. Kirsch is president of Allied 
Theatres of Illinois, 4 powerful unit 
in the Allied States Assn. 


M. H. McIntyre, secretary to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, wrote as follows, in 
part: 


‘Permit me, in the President’s 
name, to thank you and all those con- 
cerned for your telegram. “The 
pledges of patriotic support which 
have been received from the many, 
many loyal citizens in all parts of the 
country have given the President 
strength and courage to carry out the 
will of the American people.’ 

From Secretary of the Navy Frank 
Knox the following expression was 
received, signed by Alan Brown of 
the office of public relations: 

‘Such offers of cooperation are ex- 
tremely heartening and merit the ap- 


preciation of the entire Naval estab- 
lishment.’ 


BILL DANZIGER TO RIO; 











WILL DISTRIB U.S. PIX 





Bill Danziger, formerly in dis- 
tribution, theatre operation and ad- 
vertising, sailed Friday (19), with 
Mrs. Danziger for Rio de Janeiro, 


where he plans going into business 
locally in the distribution of Amer- 
ican-made films for the Brazilian 
Before leaving New York 
he declared his plans are subject 


market. 


to exploration of the local situation 


but that he has ‘strings’ on 75 films 


for import. 


Lately with Metro on sales pro- 
motion work, his vacated post there 


has not yet been filled. 





Arthur Loew’s Per Usual 


New York employees of Metro’s 
foreign department are getting a full 
week's salary this year as a gift from 
Arthur M. Loew, foreign chief. This 
applies to every worker earning $100 
per week or less. 

The Loew personal Christmas 
present is in addition to the bonuses 
granted homeoffice employees ty 
Loew’s, Inc. 


Harmon's Full War 


Job Means Upping 
For G. Shurlock 


While no official announcement 
has been made, the shift of Francis 
S. Harmon from the Motion Picture 
Producers & Distributors Assn., as 
one of Will Hays’ executive assist- 
ants and eastern Production Code 
Administration head, to full-time Co- 
ordinator of the Industry’s National 
Defense activity, is expected to bring 
a realignment of PCA officials. 
Where Harmon acted as supervising 
director of the entire Code Seal 
setup with the departure of Joseph 
I. Breen, the shift to Defense Co- 
ordinator full-time job is expected to 
give Geoffrey Shurlock additional 
authority. 

Shurlock has been in charge of 
the Coast PCA for the Hays organi- 
zation, but shortly after Breen’s de- 
parture there was a shift of em- 
phasis on the way pictures were 
handled. The Coast PCA began func- 
tioning more as a board instead of a 
one-man controlled affair. All busi- 
ness was signatured by the Produc- 
tion Code Administration board with 
the Shurlock signature appended as 
‘for the board.’ 

Lester Thompson, who also heads 
the supervision of advertising mat- 
ter in N. Y. for the Hays office, will 
be PCA eastern head, as far as could 
be learned. He has been assisting 
Harmon in this work for more than 
a year or shortly after Vince Hart 
and Dr. James Wingate left. 

It was learned this week that the 
Industry’s War Activities committee 
induced Harmon to take the full- 
time job because of his full familiar- 
ity with the ramifications of the film 
business work along these lines. He 
will quit the Hays office on a leave- 
of-absence basis the first of the year. 


SEVEN MOVE UP AS 
DIRECTORS AT METRO 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Five short subject pilots and two 
writers were upped to feature di- 
rector status at Metro. 

















Berle Ghosts for 20th 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
‘Whispering Ghosts,’ comic 
whodunit, rolls early next month at 
20th-Fox with Milton Berle and 
Brenda Joyce in top spots, 
Alfred Werker directs the Sol 
Wurtzel production. 


-_—_— 


Lay Press Surprises 
In Its Backing Church 
Frown on MG’s Garboer 


Usually the first to object to cen- 
sorship of any kind, many news- 
papers throughout the country 
showed surprising agreement with 
the Catholic church that Metro had 
sone too far in the new Garbo pic, 
‘Two-Faced Woman.’ Now that the 
film has been revised and switched 
to ‘B” classification by the Legion, 
survey of opinion by both columnists 
and editorial writers reveals that a 
large number of them objected to 
the church action as a matter of 
principle, but not many of them as to 
contents of the film. 

Meantime, Quincy Howe, new prez 
of the National Board of Review, 
took the film industry sharply to task 
for submitting to the Legion con- 
demnation without a-fight. State- 
ment was amazing to the trade, in- 
asmuch as the Board of Review is 
well-known to be—although no pub- 
licity is ever given it—financially 
supported in large part by the indus- 
try. 

‘This is a free country and the mo- 
tion picture industry is free to pro- 
duce or not to produce pictures as 
it sees fit,” declared Howe. ‘But once 
a big company has issued a picture 
and once the Hays organization has 
passed that picture, it then becomes 
the duty of the industry and the or- 
ganization to back up its own judg- 
ment, especially if a public official 
censors a picture as officials in Provi- 
dence and Boston censored “Two+ 
Faced Woman.’ In such instances, 
the motion picture company, the mo- 
tion picture exhibitor, and the Hays 
organization should challenge in the 
courts the right of public officers to 
overstep their proper functions.’ 














Aussie Bans Garbo Pix 
Sydney, Dec. 23. 
Local film censor has banned “Two- 
Faced Woman’ here. 
Film stars Greta Garbo and Mel- 
vyn Douglas. 


BERGER ADDS 3 MORE, 
13 THEATRES IN ALL 


Minneapolis, Dec. 23. 
Believing that war will greatly 
stimulate theatre attendance because 
of the public’s quest for diversion, 
Bennie Berger, local independent, 
has embarked on an expansion pro- 
gram. He has added three houses to 








Studio Designers to Be Prominent — 
In Artistic Camouflage of H’wood 





McElhinney OK in Orient 


J. L. McElhinney, 20th-Fox man- 
eaging director at Singapore, is safe 
in that city and business is going on 
as usual, according to a cable re- 
ceived in N. Y. yesterday (Tues.). 
McElhinney had been assigned the 
job of supervising business in Batavia, 
while Charles Mayer, regularly in 
charge, is in N. Y. However, the 
present warfare in the Pacific will 
keep his duties rather closely con- 
fined to Singapore and nearby areas. 


l6mm. Wooing of 
S.A. Starts With 


9-Pic Shipment 


Preliminary program of non-the- 
atrical films, which have been as-~ 
sembled under the direction of Ken- 
neth Macgowan for distribution in 
Latin-America, was released yes- 
terday (Tuesday) by John Hay Whit- 
ney, director of the film division of 
the Office of Inter-American Affairs, 
Distribution of the 16mm, films is 
via committees set up in each coun- 
try by the U. S. State Department, 
with Phil Reisman, RKO’s foreign 
chief, directing. 

Pictures include: 

‘Airacobra,’ single reeler showing 
swift new fighting plane; ‘The 
Battle,’ showing striking power of 
U. S. fleet; ‘Eyes of the Navy,’ train- 
ing naval aviators at Pensacola, Fla.; 
‘Aluminum and the Two Americas,’ 
bauxite from South America being 
processed into aluminum; ‘Basket- 
ball Technique,’ showing science of 
the indoar court game; ‘North Amer- 
ican Colleges,’ shots of leading U. S. 
universities; ‘Excursions in Science,’ 
scientific subject made by General 
Electric; ‘Choose to Live,’ research 
subject covering cancer and ‘Cloud 
in the Sky,’ on tuberculosis. 

Sound tracks are in Portuguese 
for Brazil and Spanish for other 
countries. 

Whitney’s division this week also 
is shipping the first six of 12 ERPI 
Classroom Films. Each one is in- 
tended for school students from the 
first year to the final session in high 
school. 

Additionally, ‘Soldiers of the Sky,’ 
the training of U.S, Army parachute 
troops; ‘Power for the Americas,’ 
highlights of the 15 greatest dams 











in this country; ‘Alaska’s Silver 
Millions,’ the salmon industry and 
glaciers in Alaska, are finished in 


Portuguese and going out at once, | 





the chain in the past week—the 
Orpheum, Fergus Falls, Minn., the 
Metro, Minneapolis neighborhood 


house, and the World, Aberdeen, 
S. D., and, he says, plans still further 
expansion, 


which, excepting one, are in opera- 
tion. 





Herbert Kline, David Miller, Jules 
Dassin, Fred Zinnemann and Fred | 
Wilcox were given lengthier assign- | 
ments, and Charles Lederer and | 
Wells Root were transferred from | 
the scripting department. 





'2 Super Pix Mapped 
By Col. for England 


London; Dec. 23. 

Two films, ‘Royal Mail,’ originally 
intended to star Cary Grant, and a 
James Hilton story, ‘Now Goodbye,’ 
already have been arranged for Co- 
lumbia filming here. Each will cost 
$1,000,000, it is reported. 

Joe Friedman, head of Columbia 
Pictures in England, is returning to 
London from the States next month 
to take charge of the company’s 
British productions. 


Back to the Tal! Trees 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

: Johnny Weismuller returned to the 
>| Jungle in ‘Tarzan Against the World’ 
at Metro, with Maureen O’Sullivan 
as femme lead and Charles Bickford 
added to the cast as the heavy. 

— Thorpe continues as direc- 

r. 














| E. V. Richards, head of the Saen- 
| 


4 


Richards and Wilby in N.Y. 
On Films’ War Activities 





; ger circuit and a director of Para- 
| mount, and R. R. Wilby, of the| 
Wilby-Kincey chain of 190 thea- 
tres in the southeast, were in New | 


to confer with Joseph Bernhard on 
defense plans of the War Activities 
Committee-Motion Picture Industry, 
of which George J. Schaefer is gen- 
eral chair-nan. 

Bernhard is chairman of the thea- 
tre wing of the committee and 
the Richards-Wilby duo is on the 
executive committee with him. 
Wilby also is one of the three mem- 
bers of the budget committee. 

Both Richards and Wilby flew 
back to New Orleans and Atlanta, 
respectively, Thursday night (18). 


Andrews’ Top Biller 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Andrews Sisters will share top 
lines with Gloria Jean in the musical 
picture, ‘Wake Up and Dream,’ at 
Universal. 

Filming starts as soon as the sing- 
ers return from their eastern tour 
late in January, 








With the new acquisitions, the cir-| 
cuit now comprises 13 theatres, all of | seer, by bus travelers, are being pre- 





|} (OPM), ‘Army Champions’ (M-G),'| 
| ‘For 


|covering Annapolis, West Point and 


York on a ‘flying trip Thursday (18), | 
| (M-G), 





Hollywood, Dec. 23 

Details for interchange of me. 
chanical aid between studios, jn 
order to maintain normal flow of 
product in case of production stop. 
page, due to air raids, bombing, 
etc., have been under discussion for 
the past 10 days. At the same time 
the producers and the talent Guilds 
have been working out ideas with 
representatives of the Army and 
Navy to facilitate defense by means 
of camouflage. * 

Plans are afoot to disguise major 
film studios which ordinarily look 
like a flock of airplane hangars 
from the sky. One scheme igs tg 
make studios look like citrus groves, 
flower gardens or junk heaps to the 
eye of an enemy bomber. For years 
art directors have been designing 
naval docks, New York tenements, 
Detroit factories and South Sea 
Island bowers on back lots so it 
should be a simple job to make a 
picture plant look like an alfalfa 
ranch. 

Warner studio, under a plan de- 
vised by Blayney Matthews, police 
chief, is divided into four safety 
zones, with shelters in each zone for 
daylight air attacks and studio 
wardens for emergencies. The 
Metro studio has been mapped by 
Army officers with the possibility 
of using sound stages as temporary 
barracks for troops under new en- 
listments in the Culver City area. 

On the Paramount lot, in the 
heart of Hollywood, concrete base- 
ments under sound stages have been 
designed as bomb shelters, and the 
400,000-gallon water tank is being 
kept filled to capacity to afford a 
water supply for neighborhood fire 
protection in an emergency. Every 
employee of the studio has been 
given detailed instructions to carry 
out in case of an attack. 

Defense corps are being organized 
in all the major studios, which have 
been placed on a war footing, with 
every employee required to furnish 
data about his citizenship, age, 
weight, education and_ general 
qualifications for soldiery. Visitors 
are completely taboo and even 
Christmas packages are getting a 
double-O. 





Milestone’s Russo-Nazi 
Documentary Will Have 
W. A. Harriman Interview 





Full-length documentary on the 
Russo-German war, which Lewis 
Milestone recently finished editing, 
will be released this week by Art- 
kino. Milestone, who did. the cutting 
job in New York, was assisted by 
documentary producer Joris Ivens 
Commentary was written by Elliot 
Paul and narrated by Walter Huston. 

Picture, which runs one hour, be= 





while Spanish versions will be 
ready in two weeks. 
‘Steel—Man’s Servant,’ colorful | 


survey of the American steel indus- 
try, and ‘This Amazing America,’ 
pictorial high spots in the U.S. as 
pared for 
month. 
Some 16 other one-two and three- 
reel subjects are being edited by 
Macgowan’s staff and soundtracked. 
They should be available in Febru- 
ary, March and April. Included in 
this group are ‘Building a Bomber’ 


shipment early next 


the Defense of the Americas’ 
(Par), ‘Preparing for Defense’ (Col), 


munitions plants; ‘A Nation Re- 
Armed’ (WB), ‘Willie and the Mouse’ 
‘Modern Highways’ (20th), 
‘Quicker’n a Wink’ (M-G) and ‘Sky 
Fighters’ (20th). 


10% BLUES 


Linda Hayes Sued, Alice White 
Must Pay $495 











Los Angeles, Dec. 23. 

Linda Hayes was sued in Superior 
Court for $8,942 in commissions and 
damages by Florence Greene, acting 
as assignee for Harry Rosen, agent. 
Actress contends Rosen failed to find 
her a job for more than four months 
and neglected to file his claim with 
State Labor Commission, 

Alice White, screen actress, was 
ordered to pay $495 in commissions 
to Josephine Sondregger, Beverly 
Hills agent. Coin was adjudged due 
on a contract the plaintiff arranged 
between the actress and British 








Gaumont Pictures, 


gins with an interview with W. 
Averell Harriman, U.S. lend-lease 
exec, upon his return from Russia 
recently and includes much official 
Soviet newsreel] footage taken by 
cameramen at the front. It also 
shows the war effort behind the 
lines. 

Artkino will offer it both theatri- 
cally and non-theatrically. 


LOEW’S STATE, N.Y., HAS 
2 FIRST-RUNS IN A ROW 


Christmas booking jam on Broad- 








way is giving Loew’s State two 
first-runners in a row. House usually 
plays second-run pix in support of 


its stage shows. 

State winds up today (Wednesday) 
with ‘Night of Jan. 16,’ Paramount 
flick which is being seen for the 
first time in New York, and starts 
tomorrow with ‘Playmates,’ RKO’s 
Kay Kyser starrer, likewise making 
its metropolitan preem. 


Hellinger’s Cal. Epic 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. : 
Production of ‘The Californian, 
tale of pioneering and banditry, was 
assigned to Mark Hellinger at 20th- 
Fox. Picture will be made in Tech- 
nicolor. 
Dana Andrews draws the leading 
role of Joaquin Murietta, early Cali- 
fornia Robin Hood. 
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“MAKE WAY AND MAKE 
PLAYDATES FOR ‘REMEM.- 
BER THE DAY’! PACKED 
WITH ENTERTAINMENT 
FOR EVERY CUSTOMER! 
CLAUDETTE COLBERT 
OUT-COLBERT’S HERSELF! 
» « « STUDIO’S FINEST!” 

— Motion Picture Herald 








UUIOLEY PUBLISHING COMPANY 
; 


‘«* REMEMBER THE DAY’ HAS 


a 


JOHN PAYNE 


John Shepperd ¢ Ann Todd ¢ Douglas Croft 
Jane Seymour * Anne Revere ¢ Frieda Inescort 
‘Directed by Henry King 


Produced by William Perlberg + Screen Play hy Tess Slesinger. Frank Davis 
end Allan Scott + Based on the Play hy Philo Higley and Philip Dunning 


THE QUALITY OF GREATNESS! 
WARM! HUMAN! CERTAIN TO 
WORK ITS WAY INTO THE 
HEARTS OF ALL! CERTAIN OF 
WIDEST AUDIENCE APPRECIA- 
TION AND CORRESPONDING 
BOXOFFICE!”... 

'— Motion Picture Daily 


A 


A 
\ 


AMDETTE COIBERT \\ zs 2. 
the Vay | 


MEMBER THE DAY’ 
iS BEAUTIFULLY WRIT- 
TEN, INSPIRATIONAL- 
LY DIRECTED AND 
BRILLIANTLY PLAYED! 
IT HAS GENUINE EMO- 
TIONAL POWER, UN- 
ERRING SHOWMAN. 
SHIP, UNCANNY UN- 
DERSTANDING OF HU- 
MAN AND ENTERTAIN- 
MENT VALUES! SHAPES 
UP AS ONE OF THE 
COMPANY'S OUT- 
STANDING OFFERINGS 
IN YEARS!”... 

Daily Variety 
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‘Dixie Construction, 


Renovation, 


Setting Record; Exchange Briefs 





Spartanburg, S. C., Dec. 23. 

Theatre construction and expan- 
gion is setting an all-time record in 
South Carolina and otiier Dixie 
states, a survey completed here re- 
veals, 

Gross admission figures likewise 
gre expected to surpass all previous 
annual totals, 

Close to $1,000,000 new and ‘mod- 
ernization’ construction is under way 
or planned in Southern states, de- 
spite the many new houses built and 
old theatres repaired since Jan. 1. 
Major problem is to obtain steel, 
and other materials, due to de- 
fense priorities. Labor once ex- 
tremely difficult to obtain, is becom- 
ing somewhat easier to get since bulk 
of army camp construction has been 
completed. 

L. T. Thomason plans construction 
of a low admission independent house 
on Broad street here. New colored 
house is also set for early 1942 open- 
ing. With Negroes not admitted | 
to white houses here except in smali, | 
segregated balconies, new theatre is 
expected to profit. 

T. A. Little and associates are 
building a new 600-seater in Hayes- 
Barton section, Raleigh, N. C. Con- 
tract let to M. R. Marsh, Charlotte. 
W. J. Salles has announced plans for 
a new Covington, La., unit. 

Texas Consolidated Theatres, Inc., 
lans a Harlingen, Texas, house. 

rl Hoblizelle, Majestic building, 

Has, is president. Malco Theatres, 
nc., plans to build a $25,000 Hope, 
Ark., theatre. George Goodwin will 
rebuila the Bastrop (La.) theatre, 
burned, at a cost of $16,000. W. C. 
Smith, manager, Malco Theatres 
will build the $50,000 Music Hall on 
Central avenue, Hot Springs, Ark. 

Riverdale Mills will build a new 
theatre at its Enoree plant, near 
Spartanburg, while Caroline Thea- 
tres, Inc., will build at Chapel Hill, 
N.C. Earle G. Stillwell, Henderson- 
ville, N. C., is architect for latter. 
Crescent Amusement Co. will build 
house, to be named Capitol, at De- 
catur, Ga., and Martin Theatres plans 
a Dublin (Ga.) house with Roy E. 
Martin, Columbus, Ga., in charge. 








Davidson Upped 

Gifford Davidson, RKO salesman 
eat Salt Lake City, ane branch 
manager to succeed L. S. Gruen- 
berg, who takes over the Rocky 
Mountain district zone following re- 
quest of H. C, Fuller to retire due to 
ll health. Fuller, former Salt Lake 
ranch manager, took charge of the 
newly created district post last 
April. 





Hendry’s Children in Crash 
Salt Lake City, Dec. 23. 

Barbara and Judith Hendry, 

aughters of Ray M. Hendry, were 
, Injured in automobile crash which 

illed the children’s grandmother, 
Mrs. Harry A. Swartz. Children are 
exvected to recover. 

Ray Hendry is still convalescing, 
following a heart seizure, but it is 
hoped January will see him back at 
his job managing the Centre, one of | 
the Intermountain chain. 

Leonard S. Gruenberg this week 
received appointment to Rocky 
Mountain district manager for RKO. 
He had been RKO branch manager 
in Salt Lake City. 





Reopen Strand, Albany 
Watervliet, N. Y., Dec, 23. 

Samuel Rosenblatt, who recently 
leased the Strand, one of the Al- 
bany area’s oldest -film houses. from | 
John Christie, will reopen it Christ- | 
mas. after a blackout of several 
weeks. During this period, Rosen- 
blatt has completely refurbished the 
interior. 





Girls Replacing Boy Ushers? 
Dallas, Dec. 23. 
Although Interstate officials will 
neither confirm or deny the .rumor 
that girls will] supplant boys as ush- 


to relieve James G. Balmer, general 
manager of Harris interests, of some 
of his duties. 

With Harris outfit now actively in- 
volved in management of ‘Ice- 
Capades’ and Pittsburgh Hornets 
hockey club. Balmer has been de- 
voting more of his time to those en- 
terprises. Zeilor came here more 
than 10 years ago from St. Louis 
and was with Warners for awhile, 
shifting to Harris chain in 1934, to 
manage the Alvin, later being shifted 
to the Senator. He'll be replaced at 
the Senator by Robert Taylor, form- 
erly his assistant at the Alvin and 
now managing the Harris house in 
DuBois, Pa. ; 

Joe Minsky has been named office 
manager and city sales representa- 
tive for Warners here, succeeding D. 
F. (Dinty) Moore, promoted to 
branch manager with recent upping 
of Harry Seed to a district berth. 
Minsky, 28, who was with WB in 
Cleveland before going into army, 
was released from the service only 


| recently and is subject to recall at 


any time. 





Calloway Resigns WB, L.A. 

W. E. Calloway, oldtimer in dis- 

tribution, has resigned as branch 
manager for Warner Bros. at Los 
Angeles. 
In the L. A. post several years, he 
formerly was with First National 
and at one time was a home Office 
division manager. 





Topical Switch 
Franklin, Neb., Dec. 23. 
Film salesmen are trying to talk 
George Hall into changing his the- 
atre name. They say it’s no longer 
fitting to call it the Rose Bowl, and 
it should be the Duke. 
Besides, they say, he can save half 
his electric bill with only four letters 
to light instead of eight. 





Perrine at Met, Seattle 
Seattle, Dec. 23. 
William Perrine, new assistant 
manager to Wiison at Metropolitan, 
local legit house, operated by Uni- 
versity Building Cop. 





$14,000 For Alterations 
Lincoln, Neb., Dec. 23. 

Howard Federer, general manager 
Nebraska Theatres, Inc., is spending 
$14,000 for improvements on the 
State and Varsity. Half is for seats 
at the State, with balance for a re- 
volving triangular sign and marquee 
extensions for the Varsity. 

Wally Johnson, theatre operator in 
Exeter and Friend, Neb., is now also 
selling for RKO in Omaha. 

C. Knudsen, former theatre oper- 
ateor in Minnesota and North Dakota 
is the néw owner of the Cornhusker, 
Hastings, Neb. Took over from Sol 
Reif. 

Paul Haecker, Alma, Neb. exhib, 
is the father of a boy. 





Hearing Postponed 
Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 

Judge Joseph Varbalow, South 
Jersey exhib, entered hospital Fri- 
day (19) for a checkup, causing a 
postponement of the Parkside arbi- 
tration hearing. 

Joseph Kane has taken over the 
operation of the Woodbine, Wood- 
bine, N. J. 

Al Nizer, manager of the Stanley- 
Warner Ritz, York, transferred to 
management of the Leader, West 
Philadelphia. 

Murray Schwartz, who formerly 
managed the Peerless exchange, has 
opened an independent distribution 
office to handle Astor Films. 

Morris Wolf, counsel for WB, has 
been reelected president of the Fed- 
eration of Jewish Charities. 

Moe Sherman, Monogram sales- 
man, mending at a Scranton hos- 
pital after being stricken during a 
trip upstate. 





ers in most of their houses, general 
consensus of opinion among ushers 
is that such a move is contemplated 
by officials who realize that the | 
Selective Service Boards will soon | 
draft most of the men in the pre- | 
scribed age limits. 

Frances Barr, Interstate publicist, 
has enlisted in the Marine Corps, 
leaving early in January. His young- 
er brother, Alex, expects to swap 
his Palace theatre uniform for one 
of Uncle Sam's about the same time. 





Walter Dolin Upped 
Assiduously carrying out a policy 
of promoting from the ranks, Ben 
Kalmenson, general sales manager of 
Warner Bros. has upped an office 


distri- 
buted here by Edward Golden. 

Motion Picture Associates or- 
ganization of film salesmen, will 
honor Jay Emanuel, MPA founder, 
at a dinner in March. Group do- 
nated $50 to the Variety Club’s 
charity fund. 

The following were elected officers 
of the Film Exchange Employes 
Union, Local B-7; Fred Fortunate, 
president; Edward Revkafus, vice- 
president; James McWilliams, secre- 
tary; Marie Hause, treasurer; James 
Flynn, business agent; Harry Appel, 
sergeant-at-arms; Marie Radigan and 
John Wagman, board of trustees. 
Members of the executive board are 





manager and salesman, Walter Dolin, 
of the Oklahoma City exchange to 
take full charge there. He succeeds 
John O. Rohde who died last week. 
Dolin, from Iowa, joined WB in 1931 
as a salesman. 





Zeilor Becomes Supervisor 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 23. 
Bill Zeilor, house manager for 


Harris Amusement Co ny, has 
tT superasins 


been promoted to po 
cuit, which = 


director for the 
cludes more th9f'20 houses throusy 
ew job was createé 


this territory. 


= ‘ oh 








Charles Donohue and Leo Hanan, 
bookers; Harry Dressler and Charles 
Smith, shippers; Anthony Blase and 
Edward Freyburger, poster rooms, 
Peg Fogarty and Mae Smith, in- 
spectors. 





Theatre Razed By Fire 
Little Rock, Dec. 23. 
The Gem, Osceola, Ark., completely 
destroyed by fire at midnight re- 
cently. 





She hopes to rebuild, 


Free Meals, Too? 


Lincoln, Neb., Dec. 23. 

Since Wally Johnson, exhib and 
restaurant owner in Friend, Neb., 
has joined the RKO selling staff 
in Omaha, other peddlers are 
citing him as unfair. 

Claim he offers free meals to 
exhibs who close deals with him 
first. 








Shorts Review 





War Clouds in Pacific 


Metro release of documentary 2-reel short 
produced by National Film Board of Can- 
ada, Previewed is Projection Room, N. Y., 
Dec. 22, '41. Running time, 21 MINS, 





This excellent summation of the 
wartime problem in the Pacific actu- 
ally was completed several days be- 
fore the U. S. went to war with 
Japan, but it’s so timely and appli- 
cable to the present situation it can’t 
fail to interest audiences. Film also 
will give theatre patrons in this 
country and throughout the British 
Empire renewed confidence in their 
armed forces besides providing a 
good insight on the enemies they are 
fighting. 

‘War Clouds in the Pacific’ is su- 
perbly compiled photographically 
and editorially, with the added asset 
of having the narration handled by 
a likeably voiced spieler. Some of 
the camera work and dovetailing of 
map material into the factual data 
together with superb musical back- 
grounding lifts this quite a ways 
above previous documentary sub- 
jects, even of greater length. 
Canadian government’s extensive 
camera staff (likely aided by mate- 
rial from other Empire governments) 
traces a swift tale of the growth by 
the Japanese and the sudden switch 
to a new controlling force in the 
government, the military. with the 
Nazi infiltration into Tokyo. Key 
figures in the Nazi-inspired strategy 
in the new Japan and the indicated 
tactics of Japanese land and sea 
forces given now sound like the work 
of a seer in view of actual happen- 
ings. 

Complete sweep of the Pacific 
problem from Pearl Harbor to the 
Philippines and Asiatic mainland and 
the U. S.-Canada task of protecting 
Alaska and the isolated northwest 
spots close to the Aleutian Islands 
is vividly given. It’s a real closeup 
of what the Allied forces had planned 
to do, and their future problems. 

This is one of those rare ‘must-see’ 
shorts, indelibly hooked up with the 
present war. Wear. 


‘HOLD YOUR COAT’ DRIVE 
BY KALMENSON AT WB 


. 

Warners is sending out wooden 
coat hangers, with a placard an- 
nouncing ‘I’ll Hold Your Coat While 
You Go to Work in Vitagraph’s 
Drive of Champions,’ as means of 
calling attention of salesmen to the 
Vitagraph Drive from Dec. 21 to 
April 11. It is the first sales cam- 
paign under the leadership of Ben 
Kalmenson, 

Other material going out to all 
branches includes a special ‘V’ card 
covering the full calendar, with key 
to important holidays; pencils, cal- 
endars and buttons. 


Vets Collab With WB For 
New Lyrics in ‘Army Now’ 














Veterans of Foreign Wars is col- 





'song of the same title. 


laborating with Warner Bros., which 
is releasing ‘You’re in the Army 


Lester Schwartz is handling pub- | Now,’ in seeking new verses for the 
| licity for ‘No Gré@ater Sin,’ 


Vets are 
sponsoring a project in which local 
posts throughout the U. S. will hold 
contests and community sings to dig 
up new verses touching on mechan- 
ized angles of current army. 


Nothing in ‘You’re in the Army 
Now,’ song of World War I vintage, 
refers to the Japanese, tanks, jeeps 
or airplanes. 


Columbia Club Outing 
Results in 40G Suit 


Lillian Schneider, former Columbia 
Pictures employee, filed suit Thurs- 
day (18) in N.Y. federal court against 
Columbia and Columbia Club, seek- 
ing $40,000 damages for injuries suf- 
fered in a motor accident. The plain- 
tiff drove to an upstate N. Y. outing 
sponsored by Columbia, June 20, 
1941, and was injured in a motor-car 
accident. 

Columbia declares that the drivér 








of the car, Philip Rand, who was 


Theatre owned by Mrs. Emma Cox. | killed, was not their employee. They 


ask a dismissal of the suit. 


REMEMBER THE DAY 


is of showmanship calibre at every 
stage of the ga ee a 
ript by Tess Slesinger, Frank 
Davis and Allan Scott is a cracker- 
jack job, with Henry King directing 
in exceptional stride. Editing by Bar- 
bara McLean provides smoothness 
and pace comparable to the best, 
while George Barnes’ camera work is 
of high standard. Walt. 


HATTER’S CASTLE 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Nov. 12. 


Paramount (British) release of I. Gold- 
smith production. Stars Robert Newton, 
Deborah Kerr, Emlyn Williams, James 





Mason. Directed by Lance Comfort, 
Scenario and dialog, Rodney Acland from 
novel by A. J. Cronin; camera, Mutz 
Greenbaum. At Carlton, London, Run- 
ning time: 101 MINS, 

BEND cco cccacccccccesseece Robert Newton 
BP cobs scccrececceecccsecéce Deborah Kerr 
Renwick. ccocccccccccs beetsaue James Mason 
Denmia, .cccccccscccccece «---Emlyn Willlams 
RESTS Pe Pe ore ye Henry Oscar 
POE sc occcccccccesdeoee Enid Stamp-Taylor 
BEG, WUC. cccccescevesces Reatrice Varley 
SPURak.ons0 0000008 caes ekat George Merritt 
DY, BMWS. ciccoceveceede Lawrence Hanray 
GOPEOMcs cc cccdecenccesceeoes Roddy Hughes 
FR Saree ere Stuart Lindsell 
LMA WIMMER. ccccccoccesesiees Mary Hinton 
Der SOUR. TMG. 6occsceseecoess Tan Fleming 
ANGUS. 2 cccccceceveccscercs Anthony Bateman 





Here is a film, if ever there was 
one, that is best indicative of one 
player’s superlative performance. 
The player, Robert Newton, disre- 
gards tradition and enacts the fea- 
tured male role without bombast or 
any sort of vocal pyrotechnics. His 
name should be displayed above the 
title of the picturized version of 
A, J. Cronin’s best seller. 


There is little in the story that is 
not already stale for presentday 
audiences, and the plot travels along 
stereotyped lines to an obvious con- 
clusion. . It is, however, so artistical- 
ly produced, Poveneme and acted 
that it would be safe to predict its 
top success both here and in the 


‘States. 
For those unfamiliar with the 
novel, which it follows pretty 


closely, it is the story of a strong, 
hard Scotsman of Gladstonian days, 
who rules his household with the 
proverbial iron rod and turns his 
daughter out to almost certain death 
in a storm on learning of her dis- 
honor. His only indication of af- 
fection is that for his schoolboy son, 
for whom he has exalted ambitions. 
It is a character drawing so strongly 
ruthless as to be fascinating. 

The producers have gone to great 
lengths to secure period interiors 
and costumes, and there was assem- 
bled the nearest approach to a flaw- 
less cast. Next to Newton, it would 
be indicating favoritism to mention 
secondary portrayals. The amount 
of success respectively scored is 
predicated entirely on the size of the 
roles, The leading lady is Deborah 
Kerr, charming and sincere as the 
daughter; the juvenile lead of Doctor 
Renwick is restrainedly played by 
James Mason; Emlyn Williams makes 
Dennis, the seducer, adequately de- 
spicable; Henry Oscar sneeringly 
depicts the role of Grierson; Enid 
Stamp-Taylor appears as the light- 
o’-love barmaid, and Beatrice Var- 
ley the wife of Brodie, the hatter. 
The remainder of the lengthy cast 
are all talented and a goodly per- 
centage of praise for the splendid 
production should go to the pro- 
ducer, director and eaten “> 

olo, 


Blue, White and Perfect 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 


20th Century-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel 











production, Stars Lloyd Nolan; features 
Mary Beth Hughes. Directed by Herbert 
I. Leeds. Screenplay by Samuel G. Engel, 
based on story by Borden Chase and the 
character ‘Michael Shayne,’ created by 
Brett Halliday: camera, Glen Mac Williams; 
editor, Alfred Day. Tradeshown in I, A. 
Dec. 18, '41. Running time, 74 MINS, 

oo gee ere Lloyd Nolan 
Merle Garland..........Marv Beth Hughes 
8. eee Helene Reynolds 
Juan Arturo O’Hara........George Reeves 
Joo ee .Steve Geray 
Piss 00k tasaneocoes ss Henry Victor 
PE wis betes ese ee Secceeececoses. Curt Bois 
REINO 6 006640500000 sb0dc0esec ccc MEt® BGS 
[ Ses «ad eadabueene tiwbbe se Emmett Vogan 
SON cas 065s erienede ade Mae Marsh 
May. SN 65 450:0606060000 00000508 Frank Orth 
Alexia Fournier. .ccsccscceces Ivan Lebedeff 
NS dbs ayes cde keV habsscead Wade RBoteler 
Captain Brown....ccee; Charles Trowbridge 
PUNE sn 's.50,0 Wed eseeesnedas Edward Farle 
DDS» ds. v.64 6050446850000 Cliff Clark 
Captain POOUNGT i640 600.009,46545 Arthur Loft 
Co . Pra rere Charles Williams 
PN SONAR s o't-v oct see pance ered Ann Doran 





_ Latest adventures of private inves- 

tigator Michael Shayne are displayed 
here in an actionful drama that will 
provide strong dual support in the 
regular runs. 

Picture will get more than passing 
attention for its timeliness, in dis- 
playing a spy ring theft of industrial 
cutting diamonds, and Shayne’s trail 
of the stones on a liner bound for 
Honolulu. This is one of the first 
features to hit the theatres carrying 
definite and implied premise that this 
country is in the war. 

After Lloyd Nolan again promises 
fiancee Mary Beth Hughes he will 
give up private detective work for 
an early marriage, he’s called into an 





aircraft factory to trail the theft of 
a load of tndustrial diamonds. He 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page % 





contacts the foreign agents, 
eatches up with 
shipped aboard a liner Honoluly 
bound. Mystery and action is pro- 
vided on the voyage while Nolan 
contacts an FBI investigator, the for- 
eign spy accompanying the shipment, 
a slick steward, and a former girl 
friend of the detective. Plot whirls 
in the usual circles for easily con. 
cocted surprises, with Nolan eventu- 
ally catching up with the stolen gems 
after “disembarking in Honolulu. 
Nolan continues his breezy char. 
acterization of Shayne, with Miss 
Hughes getting moderate footage at 
start and finish for the romance op- 
posite. Supporting cast is well set 
up, with George Reeves, Henry Vic- 
tor, Hetene Reynolds and Curt Bois 
providing important § characteriza- 
tions.- Script by Samuel G. Engel is 
compactly knit, stressing the action 
elements to fullest extent. Herbert 
I. Leeds directs at a fast was 
alt. 


Land of the Open Range 


(WITH SONGS) 


RKO release of Bert Gilroy production, 
Stars Tim Holt; features Ray Whitley, 
Janet Waldo, Le@ ‘Lasses’ White, D!- 
rected by Edward Killy. Screenplay, More 
ton Grant, based on original by Lee Bod; 
camera, Harry Wild; editor, Frederio 
Knudtson; songs, Fred Rose and Ray 
Whitley, Tradeshown in New York, Deo. 
i7, ‘41. Running tint, 60 sIENS. 


DAVOS cacccsccoccesereccnsecdccose Tim Holt 
Smokey ....eees Coreccceces ++ -Ray Whitley 
Mary Cook. .cccccccccccccccecs Janet Waldo 
Whopper.......6. sees Lee ‘Lasses’ White 
Pinky Gardner........-Hobart Cavanaugh 
Btyaxt .cececsece PTETTIVITi TTT Lee Bonnell 
7il Carse..... evccccccccccves Oy Barcroft 
Dad Cees. caccccccccensesececs SOMm Elliott 
GP. céweretde’s ecccccecccecces YANK Ellis 
sate eeeercecserseessess Tom Lendon 
Sam Walton........s..+.-3. Merrill Holmes 


and 
the gems as they're 








This sagebrush meller holds a 
slight twist in the matter of villainy. 
The arch or chief criminal is dead 
when the story opens and his heirs 
in skullduggery try to live up to 
what was ostensibly a bloody past. 

For the most part, it’s a fairly fast- 
moving piece of wild dramaturgy 
with the conventional quota o 
shooting, chasing, a landgrab race, 
and so on. Ray Whitley warbles a 
couple of listenable prairie tunes en- 
titled ‘Hi-o My Horse Is Slow’ and 
‘Land of the Open Range’ with 
stringed instrumental accompani- 
ment. Tim Holt, looking like a 
freshly-scrubbed highschool _ kid, 
tries to act the stern, relentless 
deputy sheriff, and Lee ‘Lasses’ 
White essays mild comedy. In those 
situations where the customers are 
western fans it will bring the usually 
satisfactory b.o. returns. 

Yarn opens with the reading of a 
will left by the dead crook, who 
stipulated his land was to be thrown 
open in a homestead race. Only 
crooks who have served two years 
or more in a state or federal pen 
are eligible as contestants. This 
brings a gang of muckrakers from 
all corners of the state, with the 
shyster lawyer trying to outsmart 
everybody by grabbing off the 
strategic water hole for himself. Holt 
sees to it that every crook gets a 
square deal. Mori. 


F & M Would Change Tag 
Of Mikado, St. L. Nabe 


St. Louis, Dec. 23. 

With the Japs our enemy, Fanchon 
& Marco is holding a contest to find 
a new tag for the Mikado, nabe lo- 
cated in a combo residential-business 
district in the northwestern part of 
the town. Cash doles of $25, $15 and 
$10 will be awarded for the best tags 
and the idea of erasing anything 
with a Jap tinge has caught on so 
well that manager Joseph J. Gold- 
stein is being blitzed with an aval- 
anche of suggestions. To date the 
names most often offered are Pearl 
Harbor, Victory, Roosevelt, Colin P. 
Kelly, Westbrook. Robert H. West- 
brook was the first native to die in 
the new war. 

Built at a cost of about $50,000 30 
years ago by O. T. Crawford, the 
Mikado featured Japanese lighting 
fixtures, paper mache decoration and 
a gingerbread front with giant ser- 
pents meeting overhead. About two 
years ago the house was completely 
face lifted at an approximate cost of 
$50,000, and the only trace of any 
Japanese was the moniker. 











‘Kane’ Contest Tieup 


Mildred Bishop, manager of the 
Liberty, Lewiston, Idaho, used her 
‘knowledge of newspapers to make a 
letter-writing tieup with the Tribune, 
local paper, to plug ‘Citizen Kane.’ 
The Tribune sponsored contest ask- 
ing readers to pen a 50-word letter 
on the best value in homes for sale 
in the Suburban Property columns 
of the paper. 

Liberty manager gave free ducats 
to all winners whose names were 
| listed daily on the want ad page. 
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RIGHT ON TIME! 


For immediate booking from M-G-M! 


"WAR CLOUDS 
IN THE PACIFIC’ 


2 Reels of Amazing Film That Foretold History! 


See where and how it’s happening today! See Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii, Alaska, Philippines! See Shadows 
over West Coast of U.S.A. and Canada! See Inside 
Story and Pictures of Japan! Plus thrilling narrative of 
the Allied role in the Pacific! Remarkable in its 
prophecy! Brilliant in its complete coverage! Compiled 
by the Canadian Government. An M-G-M release, 


Book it! Advertise it! 
Pack your theatre NOW! 


One-Sheet at M-G-M Branches 
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hi Loew's Calls in $25,000,000 Worth 


194? Debs, Pfd. Via New Bonds, Loan 


Loew’s, Inc., (Tuesday ) 


signatured a $25,000,000 financing ar- 


yesterday 


rangement with nine insurance com- 
panies which will make possible the 
redemption of $10,456,000 worth of 
312% debentures, due in 1942, 
about $14,000,000 worth of $6.50 pre- 
ferred shares next Feb. 15. Financ- 
ing pact approximately 
$13,000,000 worth of new 3° 
bentures and a $5,000,000 bank loan. 
This, together with Loew's cash on 
hand, will be employed in swinging 
the two gigantic redemption deals. 

Redemption program represents a 
saving not only in interest annually 
on the debentures but it also means 
that Loew’s will save about $700,000 
annually in divvy distributions paid 
preferred shareholders. Aside from 
this financial benefit for common 
stockholders, it leaves the common 
stock first in line to receive divi- 
dends out of net profits after the 
funded indebtedness is paid each 
year. 

Arrangement brings the redemp- 
tion of about 136.000 shares of pre- 
ferred drawing $6.50 annually per 
share. The stock will be redeemed 
at $105 plus the due dividend of 
$1.75. This accounts for the recent 
market price of $106 for these debs. 

Strong cash position of Loew’s 
made possible the redemption of the 
preferred with the minimum of new 
financing and loars. Last August 
the company reported $39,000,000 
cash on hand, including bonds, but 
it’s estimated that subsequently this 
has been trimmed to around $31.- 
000,000, still a fine financial status. 


MANY THEATRES 
RAZED BY FIRE 


Spartanburg, S. C., Dec. 23. 
George Goodwin will rebuild 
burned down theatre at Bastorp, 
La. Damage, $16,000. 
New $60,000 State at Elkin, N. C., 
seriously damaged by fire. Will be 


and 


includes 
de- 











rebuilt. 
Imperial opened at Pocahontas, 
Ark., seats 600. Waldo, Magnolia, | 


Ark., destroyed by fire, loss $15,000. 
Ritz, Dublin, Ga. swept by fire, 
$40,000 loss. Operated by Martin chain 
which is expected to rebuild, plus | 
a third Dublin unit. Century, Jack- | 
son, Miss., received smoke damage 
during recent fire. 


Forepaugh’s Blaze 
Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 
Historic old Forepaugh’s theatre in 
the heart of Philly’s Tenderloin was! 
damaged by fire Sunday night (21) | 
when a steam pipe ignited a beam 
under the house lobby filling the 
theatre with smoke. More than 300 
persons were inside. No one was 
hurt. There was no panic. 
Forepaugh’s, now playing duals at 
a dime admish, was built in 1877 by 
John Forepaugh, son of Adam Fore- 
paugh, noted circus man. The house 


originally was a legiter. John L. 
Sullivan, Julia Sanderson. Fannie 
McIntyre were among those of the 
great and near-great who once ap- 


peared there. 


people in 


| 


ON 4 WB N.Y. Houses 


Albany, Dec. 23. 

Copy of a $385,000 mortgage given | 
by Stanley-Mark Strand Corp. to| 
Equitable Life Assurance Society of | 
the United States has been filed in | 
the Albany county clerk’s office | 
here. The 
Madison 
Utica, 
mira. The original mortgage 
filed in Oneida county, 
tax was paid. 

The document was executed Oct. 1. 
bearing interest at the rate of 414% 
a year. It is payable in 60 quarterly 
installments beginning Jan. 1. First 
59 installments are $8,662.50 each. 
The last installment is to cover all 
unpaid principal and interest. 


mortgage 
theatre, 


covers 
Albany; 


where the 


the | 


| by 
| Pullen named manager. oI 





English Drops 2 Houses 


Hancock, N. Y.. Dec. 23. 

The Harvey English circuit of Han- 
cock has sheared off two small-town 
They are the Opera House 
in Downsville and the Capitol in 
Roxbury. W.M. Wynkoop, a Downs- 
ville man, is now running the Opera 
House, while Cilette & Griffin are 
handling the Capitol. 

At present, English operates three 
theatres in New York State spots and 
two in northern Pennsylvania. 


JOE SEIDELMAN BACK 
FROM LATIN 0.0. TOUR 


Joseph Seidelman, Universal's for- 
eign chief, has arrived back in N. 
Y. after his important Latin-Amer- 


ican inspection trip was interrupted 
by U. S. entrance into the war. He 
was in Rio de Janeiro when war was 
declared, and along with other 
Americans found it difficult to ob- 
tain passage because of wartime re- 
strictions. This delayed his return 
ta New York by about a week. 
Seidelman attended several sales 
confabs while in South America. 


Rep Keeps 26 Scribes 
Busy on ’42 Lineup 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Repubic’s production slate after 
the first of the year is keeping 26 
writers and nine associate producers 
busy on script preparations. 

Five scribes, Norman Hall, Renald 
Davidson, William Lively, Joseph 
Poland and Joseph O’Donnell, are 
working on ‘Perils of Nyoka; Win- 
ston MiNer, Morton Grant and M. 
Coates Webster on three Gene Autry 
westerns; Albert DeMond en ‘Riders 
of the Range; Barry Shipman on 
‘Westward Ho;’ Art Arthur and Jack 
Harvey on ‘Sleepytime Gal;’ Mauri 
Grashin and Robert Shannon on 
‘Water Carnival; Malcolm Stuart 
Boylan on ‘Remember Pear! Harbor;’ 
Olive Coper on ‘Find Me Jimmy 


houses. 














Valentine;’ Isabel Dawn on ‘Yokel 
Boy; Gertrude Purcell on ‘Gold 
Runs the River;’ Francis Hyland 


on ‘Mr, M. and the Pidgeons; Stuart 
and Dorrell McGowan on ‘Shepherd 
of the Ozarks’ and George Yates, 
Jack Townley and Samuel Ornitz on 
untitled yarns. 





| William Morris Agency’s 


Institutional ‘Hey Rube!’ 


That traditional battle-cry of the | 


circus and Tarnival, ‘Hey Rube!’ 
which always brings the boys on the 


Local 
} will sit in. 


Tradeshows 





Mon., Jan. 5—‘Young America’ 
and ‘Son of Fury’ (20th), in 
all exchange cities. 


Mon., Jan. 5—'Call Out the Ma- 


rines’ (RKO), ‘in all ex- 
change cities except St. 
Louis, where it will be 


shown Tues., Jan. 6. and Al- 
bany, Buffalo, Charlotte, 
Cleveland, Des Moines, New 
Haven, Oklahoma City, 
Omaha, Salt Lake City and 
Washington, where it will be 
shown Wed., Jan. 7. 

Mon., Jan. 5—‘Mexican Spitfire’ 
at Sea’ (RKO), in all ex- 
change cities except St. 
Louis, where it will be 
shown Tues., Jan. 6, and Al- 
bany, Buffalo, Charlotte, 
Cleveland, Des Moines, New 
Haven, Oklahoma City, 
Omaha, Salt Lake City and 
Washington, where it will be 
shown Wed., Jan. 7. 

Tes., Jan. 6—‘Right to the Heart’ 
and ‘Gentleman at Heart’ 
(20th), in all exchange cities. 

Tues., Jan. 6—‘Woman of the 
Year’ and ‘Joe Smith, Amer- 


ican’ (M-G), in New York 
only. 
Tues., Jan. 6—‘Joan of Paris’ 


(RKO), in all exchange cities 
except St. Louis, where it 
will be shown Wed., Jan. 7, 
and Albany, Buffalo, Char- 
lotte, Cleveland, Des Moines, 
New Haven, Oklahoma City, 
Salt Lake City and Wash- 
ington, where it will be 
shown Thurs., Jan. 8. 

Tues., Jan. 6—‘Sing Your Wor- 
ries Away’ (RKO), in all ex- 
change cities except St. 
Louis, where it will be 
shown Wed., Jan. 7, and Al- 
bany, Buffalo, Charlotte, 
Cleveland, Des Moines, New 
Haven, Oklahoma City, 
Omaha, Salt Lake City and, 
Washington, where it will be 
shown Thurs., Jan. 8. 

Wed., Jan. 7—‘Valley of the Sun’ 
(RKO), in all exchanze cities 
except St. Louis, where it 
will be shown Thurs., Jan. 8, 
and Albany. Buffalo, Char- 
lotte, Cleveland, Des Moines, 
New Haven, Oklohama City, « 
Omaha, Salt Lake City and 
Washington, where it will be 
shown Fri., Jan. 9. 


LABOR HUDDLE 
PROBABLY ON 
JAN. 5 IN NY. 


| In addition to the eight Coast 
|locals of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees which 


| will be represented at negotiation 
meetings to be held in New York, 
683, laboratory technicians, 
According to Richard F. 

















run to the scene of trouble, has been | Walsh, president of the IATSE, the 


adopted by William Morris, Jr., as 
the slogan for patriotic and unified 
action of showmen everywhere. In- 
itial step in campaign, which will 
take various forms of publicity, is 
the advertisement in this 
sponsored by the Morris Agency. 
Lapel buttons, in red, white and 
blue, bearing the ‘Hey Rube’ letter- 
ing, are being distributed through 
the Broadway theatrical district. 
While the phrase is well known to 
show business, it is be- 


| lieved that a wider public will take 


| to the campaign and adopt ‘Hey 
Rube!’ as the pass-word for every 
i act in the nation’s interest. 


Ramifications for the propaganda 
are extensive. Abe Lastfogel, v.p. 
and g.m. of the agency, is devoting 
volunteer time and experience to 
mobilization of entertainment for 
the USO camp theatres, enrolhing 
hundreds of players, who will carry 
the slogan to remote sections. A 
film is projected which will show 
services rendered by workers in the 
amusement industry, including li- 
brary shots of Elsie Janis and others 


Stanley, | who provided entertainment for the 
and Strand and Regent, El- | A.E.F. in the first World War. 


was | 


Morris office is making the finan- 


| cial outlay to launch the ‘Hey Rube!’ 


| campaign. 





Isley’s 600-Seater 

Waco, Texas, Dec. 23. 
The new Grand opened here by 
Phil Isley, seating 600. 


| deal late 
| several points on which they want 


Cleve | 


lab technicians, who made their own 
last summer, stil] have 


IA help. 


ain Walsh will probably set Jan. 5 for 
SS ot 


the N.Y. huddles between unions 
and studio representatives, headed 
by Pat Casey, chairman of the labor 
group. The IA prez desired to have 


the meetings in the east so that he! 


could at the same time attend to 
home office details. 


| He doesn’t see any hurdles on the 


horizon that can’t be surmounted. 
Walsh made a flying trip to the 
Coast with Louis Krouse week be- 


fore last to discuss the situation and 
lay plans for shifting of negotiations 
to New York with the IA taking a 
hand. One or more representatives 
| of each of the nine IA Coast locals 
| will come east for the parleys. 


Technicolor-SOEG Accord 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Technicolor agreed to a deal with 
ithe Screen Office Employes Guild 
making the new wage scales retro- 
active to Sept. 1 and reached an ac- 
cord on all employe classifications. 

Meanwhile, the SOEG requested to 
open wage parleys for white col- 
lar workers in film exchanges has 
beer’ turned over to the New York 
offices, with a possibility that nego- 
tiations may be. Switched to Los 


iMhodlés.” * ** 85: 














| $5,000 fine each. 





Call Of Academy Dinner But Oscars 
To Be Awarded In Keeping with Times 





Enough Pix Off Line to . 
See 20th Through May 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Rush of production at 20th-Fox 
is piling up total of 43 completed 
pictures before Jan. 1, only one 
short of the 44 features promised 
for the 1941-1942 program, Studio 
has enough product to fill release 
cates through the middle of May. 
Three additional pictures, ‘My Gal 
Sal, ‘Ten Gentlemen From West 
Point’ and ‘A Tommy in_ the 
U. S. A.’ will be in work before the 
first of the year. 


ROBBINS, KAISER OF UA 
HURT IN AUTO CRACKUP 


St. Louis, Dec. 23. 
Ben Robbins; manager, and F. J. 
Kaiser, salesman, for UA out of the 


St. Louis branch office, were injured 
in an auto accident in Memphis re- 
cently. After transacting biz in the 
Tennessee metropolis the St. Louisans 
were in Robbins’ auto, St. Louis- 
bound, when the machiné was 
crashed into by a truck. After treat- 
ment in Memphis, Robbins and Kaiser 
were brought to St. Louis. 

Kaiser, formerly of Minneapolis, 
was brought here several months 
ago to fill the vacancy of Jimmy 
Gregg, a salesman who was killed 
in an auto accident. 














German-American Film 


Trust Indicted in N. Y 


A Federal grand jury in N. Y.| 
federal court Friday (19) handed up 
an indictment against the General 
Aniline & Film Corp., I G. Farben- 
industrie, A. G. Hermann Schmitz, 
Dietrich A. Schmitz and _ Ernst 
Schwartz charging criminal monop- 
oly of photographic materials includ- 
ing cameras, photographic films and 
ali materials used in the manufacture 


} 
of these items. Agfa-Ansco Corp. is| 


not a defendant in the action but is 
an alleged co-conspirator. 

Conspiracy charges that in March, | 
1928 the defendants conspired to se-| 
cure a monopoly of their products. 
The various acts charged include 
such items as Agfa-Ansco agreeing 
to confine its manufacture of photo-| 
graphic materials in the U. S., and| 
not to export photographic materials | 
from the U. &S., and not to manufac- | 
ture photographic developers in the) 
U. S.; I. G. Farbenindustrie agreeing | 
not to manufacture photographic ma- | 
terials in, or export materials to the | 
U. S.; the same corporation agreeing | 
not to sell or ship photographie de- | 
velopers to the U. S. except through | 
Agfa-Ansco, until a merger which} 
resulted in the defendant General | 
Aniline; and lastly General Aniline | 
agreeing not to manufacture photo-! 
graphic developers. Individual de-! 
fendants are officers of the defend- 
ant corporations. 

If found guilty of monopoly de- 
fendants;are subject to a year and a 








| 


FRISCO’S 5% TILT 


Préjectionists’. Raise — House Staff 
Union Wants 10% Increase 
San Francisco, Dec. 23. 

Projectionists union here has 
negotiated a 5% raise in contracts 
with downtown first runs, effective 
Jan. 1. Present scale of $83.10 per 
week will be $86.40 weekly for the 
two-year period starting New 
Year's. Still dickering with nabes. 

Janitors union also is dickering 
with managers for use of extra men 
On weekends, pointing out that 
extra litter caused by installation of 
candy machines has created more 
work. One union official estimated 
2,500 to 3,000 candy bars are sold 
each weekend. 

Theatrical Employees’ Union Lo- 
cal 18 has neared the signing stage 
with Golden State Theatres on a 
new pact, running two years, which 
inculdes 10% increases for house 














Staffs. 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Oscar Achievement, the Golden 
Boy of Hollywood for 13 years, has 
covered his gilded epidermis with a 
coat of camouflage. The 14th an- 
nual banquet of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, 


slated for Feb. 26, has been called 
off ‘in view of existing war condi- 
tions.’ 

Awards in the various arts of film 
production will be dealt out to the 
winning candidates, but quietly and 
without glitter. Walter Wanger, ap- 
pointed by prexy Bette Davis as 
chairman of the arrangements com- 
mittee, explained that the dinrier had 
been doused on account of the war 
and added: 


Awards Frowned On 


‘Making the awards this year a 
public and glamorous affair was 
frowned on, but the board unani- 
mously expressed the feeling that the 
outstanding film achievements of the 
past year should not go unrewarded 
because of the great public interest 
in them. However, it was decided 
that a form of presentation more in 
keeping with the times and existing 
conditions be created. That will be 
decided probably in the first week 
of January. 

‘Rules governing the selection of 
the awards winners this year will be 
virtually the same as in the past sev- 
eral years. Members of the various 
guilds will cooperate with the 
Academy, and more than 10,000 per- 
sons will participate in the secret 
voting. 

Nominations 

‘First step in the voting will be the 
nomination of those ta be voted upon 
in the final balloting. Senior mem- 
bers of the Screen Actors Guild will 
nominate for the actor awards; mem- 
bers of the Screen Writers Guild will 


nominate the writers; members of 
ithe Screen Dire¢tors Guild will 
nominate for directorial honors. The 


above, together with the members 
of the Academy and the Producers, 
will nominate the 10 pictures from 
which will be chosen the most out- 
standing picture of,the year. The 
various technical awards will be de- 
cided by a committee system that 
has proven satisfactory throughout 
recent years.’ 

Oscars will be awarded for acting, 
writing, directing, production, art 
direction, cinematography, sound 
recording, film editing, film record- 
ing, music and special effects. Nomi- 
nations start Jan. 25 and final ballots 
will be mailed out Feb. 12. National 
radio broadcast has been suggested 
to announce the winners, but the 
date, place and manners of presenta- 
tion will not be announced until 
after the meeting early next month. 


Extras te Vote on Tunes 


For first time in Academy history, 
extras will vote on the best film 
song of the year. With membership 
of 6,500, they hold balance of power. 

Rules Committee, headed by Nat 
Finston, also ruled in favor of an 
award for Best Scoring job on fea- 
ture-length picture, regardless of 
source. In 1940 Oscars went for the 
best original score. 

Method of selecting award winners 
has been revamped with professional] 
members of the music department 
of each studio nominating one pic- 
ture in each classification to be 
voted on. Academy’s music branch 
membership of 51 top studio musi- 


| clans then acts as classification com- 


mittee for proper bracketing, with 
final voting on winners done by 
members of the music branch. Last 


| year final ballot cast by all voters 


on awards with the exception of 
Class B members. 


The Academy, for first time in his- 


tory of awards, is taking cognizance - 


of importance of Set Decoration. 
Certificates will be presented to 
Decorators whose black and white 
and color sets are rated the year's 
tops, 


Not So Quickies Now 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Serial shooting at Republic has 
been restricted to one director per 
picture as result of the daylight 
working policy. In the past, one 
pilot worked outdoors by day and 
another indoors at night. 

First cliffhanger under the day- 
light system is ‘Spy Smasher,’ which 
rolled yesterday (Mon.) with William 
Whitney directing. 
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Indie Producers Given a Jolt As 
Technicians Answer Service Call 





Cameramen and other technicians 
answering the call to arms or volun- 
teering their services to various 
Government units are reported caus- 
ing indie producers headaches. Indies 
are unable to hold their crews to- 
gether, with major studios draining 
the workers off as their own em- 
ployees depart. 

Situation has become serious but 
not acute, because there are still 
technicians available to replace those 
snatched away. What the indies fear, 
however, is the future. More and 
more men, of course, are going to be 
taken up by the war effort and it is 
feared that serious production delays 
will be encountered by inability to 
get sufficient technical help. 

All the studios, major and indie 
alike, will feel the shortage, but it is 
the indies who suffer first and most. 
Workers virtually always will desert 
an indie to take a job with a major 
because the latter offers continuous 
employment. 





JOINT WARTIME 


AID. SOUGHT 
IN AUSSIE 


Sydney, Dec. 23. 


Coordination committee headed by 
Norman Rydge, chairman of Greater 
Union Theatres, together with major 
distributor and exhibitor interests 
have formed to closely contact the 
government and thereby permit 
smooth wartime operation of motion 
picture theatres in Australia. Com- 
mittee has been successful so far in 
overthrowing effort to install a 6 
p.m. curfew on all Australian cine- 
mas. Understanding is that the gov- 
ernment will not curb film theatres 
unless an absolute emergency arises. 


Understood here that a 9:30 curfew 
on all cinemas in New Zealand now 
is being considered. 


Aussie film business is on the up- 
beat now, with American product 
featuring marquees for the Yuletide 
and New Year’s playdates. Tempor- 
ary curtailment of Clipper service 
ffom the U.S. has forced newsreel 
theatres and all users of American 
newsreels to depend strictly on local 
fare. 








l ‘Up’ Goes Allan Dwan 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Allan Dwan gets the director chore 
on ‘Up in Mabel’s Room,’ to be pro- 
duced by Edward Small for United 
Artists release. 

Director moved into the General 
Service studio to prepare for a Jan. 
12 start. 


Mpls. Dailies Tell 
Fans Why a Local Law 
Stalled New Films 


Minneapolis, Dec. 23. 

In a lengthy story with a six-col- 
umn head, ‘Why Minnesotans Haven't 
Seen the New Movies Sooner,’ the 
Star-Journal here explained that the 
state anti-consent decree law was 
responsible. 
\ The yarn, by-lined ‘The Star- 
| Journal Research Staff,’ went into 
details abaut ‘the battle between 
movie producer-distributors and 
some exhibitors involving a federal 
court action and a Minnesota law.’ 
It explained the industry conditions 
that led to the consent decree and 
the Minnesota law and the divergent 
contentions of the distributors on 
the one hand and the state’s inde- 
pendent exhibitors on the other. It 
also told of present litigation. 


Story wound up by asserting that 
there’s ‘the clear possibility that the 
U. S. supreme court will have to 
rule on the matter (state law’s con- 
stitutionality) eventually.’ 


Commenting on the. situation in a 
brief editorial titled ‘Busiebodies, 
Aren't We?’, the Times said: ‘Add 
events that now seem awfully unim- 
portant—trial in St. Louis of three 
major movie producers and distrib- 
utors on charges of selling less than 
. full season’s list of pictures at one 

me.’ 


Just a Change of Toppers 


Holiywood, Dec. 23. 

John Kimbrough, back from the 
football wars, is trading his head- 
gear for a sombrero at 20th-Fox to 
star in his second western, ‘Sun- 
down Jim,’ 

James Tinling directs the hoss pic- 
ture, based on a story by Ernest 
Haycox. 


















































| New York Theatres | 
ee MUSIC HALL OPENS THURS., DEC. 25 


HELD OVER 


"H. M. 
PULHAM, ESO." 


Spectacular Stage Productions 





‘You're in the Army Now’ 


A New Warner Bros. Hit with 
Jimmy Durante @ Phil Silvers 
—IN PERSON— 

WILL OSBORNE *4 His 

PLUS ! % 
BIG HOLIDAY REVUE 








Starts Thurs. Dec. 25 
ist N. Y. Showing! 


KAY KYSER in 
“PLAYMATES” 


LOEW’S 
Times 


STATE Sa. 


Last Times Wed. 


“THE NIGHT 
OF JAN. 16TH” 
Rob 





t. Ellen In Person 
PRESTON @ DREW Ed SULLIVAN 
plus Big Benay VENUTA 
IN PERSON CROSS and DUNN 


Show Others 
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S3rd St. & BROADWAY: Ci 6-5353 





Wed., Dee. 24 
ALL NEW! 


*TARZAN’ 


Johnny 
WEISSMULLER @ O’SULLIVAN 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


Sroadwes Sist Sree 
SECRET 


TREASURE’ 





Popular Prices—Doors Open 9:30 A.M. 
Mezz. Seats Reserved in Advance 


‘:PALAC 


LOOK WHO'S 
LAUGHING’ 





B'WAY & 
47th St. 


‘ALL THAT 
MONEY CAN 
BUY’ 
Edward Arnold- 
Anne Shirley 


Edgar Bergen- 
Chas. McCarthy 








« 
“HELLZAPOPPIN” 
uwree RIVOLI i's 


ARTISTS 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 























PARAMOUNT 
















HELD OVER 3RD WEEK 
Paramount —In Person— 
Presents ORRIN 
Bing CROSBY TUCKER 
Mary MARTIN and Band 
‘BIRTH OF Wee Bonnie 
THE BLUES’ Baker 











J. P. Nick, Ex-Local 143 


St. Louis, Dec. 23. 

Faced with the ultimatum of toss- 
ing up his membership card in 
IATSE, Local No. 143, or standing 
trial on charges of unbecoming con- 
duct, John P. Nick, former head 
man of the projectionists’ union 
took the former course last week 
and is now completely out of the 
picture. Slated with Clyde A. Wes- 
ton to become a guest for the next 
five years of Uncle Sam for violat- 
ing the anti-racketeering statute 
Nick has lost every bout he has had 
with the judiciary since his indict- 
ment several years ago. Circuit 
Judge Ernest F. Oakley ousted Nick 
and his first lieutenant, Clyde A. 
Weston, from officerships in the 
local two years ago but Nick re- 
tained his card. The two are slated 
to begin their terms Jan. 1. 
Nick, who had been a member of 
the Lecal for 30 years, was given 
a week in which to make up his 
mind whether to resign or stand 
trial. In a letter handing in the 
ducat Nick asserted he could not 
obtain a fair trial. The Local lost 
no time in entering the resignation 
upon the records to make it official. 
He still retains membership in Local 
No, 6 of the Stagehands’ Union. 


WOBBER FRANK 
ON WRONG B.O. 
GUESSING 


Minneapolis, Dec. 23. 
Testifying in the trial of the three 
decree companies charged with vio- 
lation of the state anti-decree law, 








‘Herman Wobber, 20th-Fox general 


sales’ manager, told the court that 
expert film men frequently guess 
wrong on pictures’ boxoffice value. 
Wobber pointed out, for example, 
that he and other company officials 
deemed ‘The Bluebird,’ starring 
Shirley Temple, as ‘the greatest’ pic- 
ture ever turned out by Fox, but it 
proved a flop. He also cited ‘The 
Great Commander,’ which, despite 
‘heavy church indorsement,’ proved 
almost a total loss. Another dis- 
appointment, he said, was ‘The Jones 
Family’ series. 


On the other hand, ‘Grapes of 


ceeded boxoffice expectations, he de- 
clared, playing in 12,170 theatres. 


With the Wind’ already has brought | 
in a total of about $16,000,000 in rev- 
enue and that ‘before it is through 
showing, it undoubtedly will have 
exceeded any picture ever made in 
total number of exhibitions.’ He also 
predicted that ‘before it’s through it 
probably will be shown for 10c.’ 





| 


the holidays. 


engagements over Christmas and 139 
over New Year's. 








Denied Saenger Playing 
‘York’ at Under 40-55c 


No Paramount theatres, including 
those in the Saenger (Paramount- 
Richards) chain’ in Mississippi, 
Louisiana and Alabama, have con- 
tracted for ‘Sergeant York’ with 
Warner Bros. at an admission of 25c, 
according to home office information. 
The Independent Theatre Owners of 
Ohio, in a trade bulletin, stated that 
it was understood the picture had 


| played certain Saenger towns at a 


quarter admission in violation of the 
WB deal not to permit ‘York’s’ ex- 
hibition at less than 40c anywhere. 

Even fourth runs boosted prices to 
40c matinees and 55c evenings, in 
order to book ‘York,’ and in all cases 
theatres are being checked, not only 
on price but on gross. 

At Warners no official statement 
would be made regarding a special 
deal with Saenger, nor does Saenger 
have any comment concerning the 
claim made by the ITO of Ohio. 

Belief is that if some isolated 
Saenger houses played ‘York’ at 25c, 
even if for an hour after opening, it 
was done without agreement with 
WB under the contract when signed. 
It is doubted at the Par h.o. that this 
was done, however. 





Title Changes 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
‘Tragedy at Midnight’ is release 
handie on ‘X Marks the Spot’ at Re- 
public. 
‘Tll Take Manila’ at Metro became 
‘Ship Ahoy’ for obvious reasons. 
‘The Vanishing Virginian’ became 





‘Mr. Yancey of Virginia’ at Metro. 


; ‘ gan, all of New England, Pittsburgh 
Wrath,’ termed by Wobber ‘one ve and surrounding cities and Washing- 
the boldest pictures ever filmed,’ ex-| ton, according to Neil F. Agnew, 
company’s 


| these restrictions did not exist, com- | 
Wobber told the court that ‘Gone | pany may have hit an all-time high 


Inside Stuff —Pictures 





RKO officials announce that the Ed 


mund Lowe-Victor McLaglen“starrer, 


‘Call Out the Marines,’ will be released in March, with a tradeshowing 


early in January, in spite of reports 


that it would be shelved because of 


scenes that treat the Marines too fiippantly. Four prints have been sent 
to the Brooklyn Navy Yard at the request of the Navy Department, 
Studio execs point out that the picture was made at the Marine Base in 
San Diego with a Marine officer as technical advisor and full cooperation 


of the Navy. 


In return for Government aid and equipment, the studio 


made a Marine Corps recruiting trailer, with Lowe and McLaglen. 





Junior pic critics of the nation—kids between eight and 18 who are used 
by the National Board of Review to classify films as to suitability for 


moppet audiences—has selected ‘Sergeant York’ as best of the year. 


was favored by both boys and girls 


It 


. 


Other films on their 10-best list, in order of votes received, were: ‘Jeky]l 
and Hyde,’ ‘Blossoms in the Dust,* How Green Was My Valley,’ ‘Yank in 
the RAF,’ ‘Liftle Foxes,’ ‘Dumbo,’ ‘Dive Bomber,’ ‘Citizen Kane’ and ‘Meet 


Jokn Doe.’ 





John H. Harris, chief barker of national] Variety clubs, said last week 
that organization’s convention, scheduled for Hollywood in May, would 


go on as planned, war or no. 





WB’S HAROLD DUNN 
SAFE IN SHANGHAI 


Harold Dunn, Warner Bros. Far 
East supervisor, is safe in Shanghai, 
according to word received by the 
N.Y. office. Just how soon—if at 
all—he will be able to leave the 
city, now in Japanese hands, is un- 
certain. 

Since the U.S. war started with 
Japan, the whereabouts of Dunn had 
not been known. When last heard 
from he was understood to be on 
his way to Tokyo. 


Par’s ‘Purchase’ Sales 
Restricted by Legit 
But 226 Dates Set 


Although restricted from selling | 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ at this time in | 
certain parts of the country due to | 
roadshowing of the stage hit of the 
same name, Paramount has rounded 
up 226 dates for the picture during 
There will be 87 key 











Par cannot book ‘Purchase’ in | 
Chicago, the whole state of Michi- 


distribution head. If | 


in the number of simultaneous en- 
gagements. 


PAYOFF TO EXTRAS IN 
NOV. TOTALS $286,302 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Extras in the film studios drew 
more money in November than they 
did in the same month in 1940, but 
jess than in October of this year. 
Amount in wages, overtime and ad- 
justments for last month was $286,- 
302. Average daily wage was $11.93, 
according to figures released by 
Central Casting Corp. 


Job placements for the month 
amounted to 21,467, of which 15.562 
were in the $10.50 class. In the new 








SAG Withdrawals 
To Be Taken Back 
Without Penalties 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

A by-law amendment relieving an 
actor of dues when he was granted a 
temporary withdrawal from the 
Screen Actors Guild for war service 
or other reasons, and permitting his 
reinstatement without payment of 
an initiation fee, has been adopted 
by the SAG board of directors. The 
amendment provides: 

‘In the discretion of the board of 
directors a member in good standing, 
not indebted to the Guild and not 
acting in motion pictures, may be 
granted a temporary withdrawal 
from active membership for the 
period during which he shall not be 
so acting. Such temporary with- 
drawal shall have the following inci- 
dents: 

‘The member shall remain a mem- 
ber of the Guild, but shall be classi- 
fied as an inactive member, and shall 
continue to be subject to all of the 
by-laws, rules and regulations to the 
same extent as though he were an 
active member. 

‘He shall be restored to active 
membership without initiation fee 
when he is again acting in motion 
pictures, either on his own request 
or by resolution of the board of di- 
rectors, He shall be obligated to 
notify the Guild as soon as he 
resumes acting in motion pictures. 
The member shall not be liable for 
dues or assessments during such 
period of temporary withdrawal 
from active membership, unless he 
applies for reinstatement or is re- 
instated within six months of such 
temporary withdrawal, in which 
event he shall be liable for all dues 
or assessments in th: meantime.’ 

There were more than 200 with- 
drawals during November, all of 
whom are expected to be affected by 
adoption of the new amendment. 


INDIE ST. LOO EXHIB 
LOSES CLEARANCE PLEA 


St. Louis, Dec. 23. 











rates, 1,063 answered calls as stand- 
oat at $8.25, and 554 were riders at 
11, 





Twin City Variety Club 
To Fete Ben Blotcky 


Minneapolis, Dec. 23. 

The Twin City Variety Club on 
Jan. 19 will hold a testimonial din-“ 
ner for Ben Blotcky, Paramount 
branch manager, retiring after two 
terms as Chief Barker. During the 
Blotcky regime the club’s charity 
projects, icluding suppport of the 
Minneapolis Milk Fund, supplying 
the beverage to needy families, 
reached a new high; its membership 
soared to 175 and it retained a 
healthy financial condition, 

At the instailation of new officers, 
including Maitland Frosch, Chief 
Barker-elect, it also was brought out 
that the club took an active part in 
helping to raise $29,000 for Greek re- 





: 


Victor B. Thien, owner-operator of 
| the Palm, North St. Louis indie nabe, 
i lost a joust before the local AAA 
tribunal when the arbitrator, Wes- 
ley J. McAfee, nixed his plea for 
reasonable clearance brought against 
Paramount and 20th Century-Fox. 
This was the fourth beef to be ad- 
judicated by the local court and 
Arbiter McAfee held that current 
clearance between Thien’s house and 
the intervening Union and Aubert 
are not unreasonable. The latter 
houses are part of the Fanchon & 
Marco chain. 

Thien contended that the Aubert 
should not be included in the same 
zone with the Palm because he as- 
serted they are not in the same gen- 
eral neighborhood. He said that due 
to the position taken by the distribs 
his house was forced to run flickers 
a week behind the Aubert although, 
he charged, his house has a higher 
admish scale than the other. 

Currently the docket of the local 
AAA is clear and only one case, that 
of Louis M. Sosna, Mexico, Mo., has 





lief ah $20,000: for’ the U.S.0. ‘drive. * 


been appealed to the N.Y. office of 


the ‘AAA, 
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GARY COOPER * BARBARA STANWIGK 
OFRE. 


HOWARD HAWKS 


i a ae PRODUCED BY SAMUEL GOLOWYN 
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gest Ree Screen Play by Charies Brackett and Billy Wilder / 


Released through RKO Radio Pictures Inc. 
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FOR GOVT TO BUILD NAT'L MORALE 





CBS Suggests Two Possible Periods But NBC and 


Mutual Find These Obj 


ectionable—Mullen Urges 


Further Light on Washington’s Intentions 





ve 


Officials of NBC, CBS and Mutual 
haven’t been able so far to get to- 
gether on the designation of a 
weekly evening half-hour which the 
U.S. government might call its own 
on all three networks for the pur- 
pose of doing a regular morale- 
building job. The suggestion that 
the webs pick out such a weekly 
period, convenient to all of them, 
came from the White House secre- 
tariat. It would be the same pro- 
gram carried on all four networks, 
CBS, the Red, the Blue and MBS, at 
exactly the same time. 

Only network that has suggested 
a specific choice of periods is CBS. 
In discussing the subject with NBC 
and Mutual, CBS mentioned the 
Tuesday 9:30-10 p.m. segment and the 
Saturday 10-10:30 p.m. spot. The 
Tuesday suggestion didn’t strike 
NBC’s fancy because it has ‘Fibber 
McGee and Molly’ (Johnson’s Floor- 
wax) on the Red at that time, while 
Mutual saw in the Saturday night 
proposal a threat to its Coca Cola 
show, which runs that particular 
evening from 10:15 to 10:45. Columbia 
has no commercial opposite ‘Fibber 
McGee,’ but it would have to move 

Pet Milk’s ‘Serenade’ if the White 
House approved the Saturday eve- 
ning submission. The milk show 
runs from 9:45 to 10:15. 

In exchanging views with the other 
two networks on the White House’s 
proposition Frank Mullen, NBC's 
general manager, remarked that it 
perhaps would be best for the 
broadcasters to find out first what 
periods the Government proposes to 
take over and whether the Govern- 
ment would underwrite the pro- 
grams. Mullen also voiced the opin- 
ion that such requests for time 
ought to be handled by Chairman 
dames L. Fly, of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. 


KRUEGER BUYS 
O GET IT 
ON WOR 


The Compton agency has bought 
“Go Get It,’ audience-participation 
treasure hunt show on WOR, New 
York, for Krueger beer starting Feb. 
4. Series will remain in its present 
8:15-8:45 spot Wednesday nights, 
having been on the air a couple of 
months as a sustainer, 

Understood the program sold for 
about $700-$800 a week. It’s a term 
contract, with 13-week option pe- 
tiods and provision for being ex- 
tended to a network. Mary Chase is 
the owner of the show, which is di- 
rected by Robert Louis Shayon, with 
Joe Bolton and Bob Emery as mas- 
ters of ceremonies. 

‘Go Get It’ is the third WOR pro- 
duction sold within the last few 
months, previous ones having been 
‘Can You Top This?’ and Ramona 
and the Tune Twisters. 


46 MIDWESTERN BLUES 
LOSING STANDARD OIL 


Standard Oil of Indiana drops out 
of the NBC-Blue Jan. 9. It has been 
using a midwest hookup of 46 sta- 
tions. 

The spot is Friday, 8 to 8:30 p.m., 
and the program, ‘Auction Quiz.’ 


Paulette Goddard Cast 

















For ‘The Gorgeous Hussy’ 


Paulette Goddard guests next Mon- 
(29) in ‘The Gorgeous 
Hussy’ on Du Pont’s ‘Cavalcade of 
America.’ She comes east to do the 


day night 


show. 


Following week’s (5) guest will be 


Lionel Barrymore in a repeat adap- 
tation of Maxwell Anderson’s ‘Valley 
Forge.’ Homer Fickett will go to the 


| BIOW AFTER LOCAL NEWS 


Inquiries on Behalf of Revelation 
and Bond Street Brands 








The Biow agency has been inquir- 
ing among stations for availability 
of news periods with a view to 
recommending such a policy to 
Philip Morris for one of its tobacco 
brands. The results of its general 
inquiry are yet to be tabulated. 

The brands are Revelation and 
Bond Street. 


SELL BANANAS 
VIA COLUMBIA 


United Fruit’s banana division will 
sponsor “The World Today,’ news 
correspondents pickups, 6:45-7 p.m. 
Mondays-through-Fridays, on CBS, 
starting Feb. 2. Contract is for an 
indeterminate period, in the usual 
13-week cycles. 

B.B.D.&O. is the agency. Gulf, 
through the same firm, used some- 
what the same basic news setup 
last summer as a replacement for 
the Screen Guild series. 


KIRO, SEATTLE, PUTS UP 
$500 PRIZE FOR CONTEST 


Seattle, Dec. 23. 

KIRO has created an Educational 
Radio Award of $500 which will be 
given for the best completions of the 
sentence, ‘If I had a radio station, 
one thing I would do is...’ Seven 
cash awards will be made, with the 
top prize $150; second, $100, and five 
prizes of $50 each. 

A preliminary committee, headed 
by Parker Wheatley, radio director 
for Northwestern University, Evans- 
ton, is laying plans for the contest, 
and the School Broadcast Confer- 
ence will set up rules and regula- 
tions governing the awards. 


Chipper Clips Clapper 


Clipper Clothes forsakes its spon- 
sorship and Raymond Clapper and 
William Hillman on the NBC-Blue 
tomorrow (Thursday). 

The alliance started 13 weeks ago. 




















HUMMERT SHOWS TO WTRY 


‘Orphans of Divorce’ and ‘Amanda’ 
Added Jan, 12 





Troy, N. Y., Dec. 23. 

‘Orphans of Divorce and ‘Amanda 
of Honeymoon Hill,’ serials broad- 
cast on the NBC blue band from 3 
to 3:30 p.m. weekdays, will be out- 
letted in the Capital District, via 
WTRY, Troy, beginning Jan. 12, 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, agency 
has both accounts. 


Eye-Men See Themselves 
Sighted in ‘Light’ Copy 
On Gen’! Electric Show 


Giving voice to the opinion of some 
optometrists that General Electric in 
its advertising copy for ‘Hour of 
Charm’ (Phil Spitalny’s all-girl or- 
chestra) has been over-emphasized 
in the relation of light to vision, Dr. 
R. L. Searfoss, secretary of the Mis- 
souri Optometric Association, re- 
cently wrote_a letter to G. E., and a 
trade paper, Optical Journal & Jour- 
nal of Optometry, also has played up 
issue. The Optical Journal wrote: 
‘Cptometrists have enjoyed the ‘Hour 
of Charm’ program of the General 
Electric Co., but there are those who 
feel that the company’s advertising 
on the program tends to slight the 
part optometrists and opthalmologists 
play in sight conversation and to 
give the impression that vision de- 
pends on light alone. In view of the 
company’s co-operation in the Better 
Light-Better Sight campaign, the ob- 
jections of Dr. Searfoss are of in- 
terest.” 

The Missouri epistle pointed out to 
G. E. that ‘Light alone will not give 
good vision where eyes are not nor- 
mal, and a large number of your 
Hearers,: young and old, do not have 
normal eyes. You may not want to 
include the eyesight specialists in 
your announcements as the Kansas 
City Light & Powder has done but 
in the interests of truth you should 
cease leaving the impression that 
vision depends on light alone.’ 


GORDAN SWAN INTO 
PROGRAM JOB AT WBZ 


Boston, Dec. 23. 

W. Gordon Swan, identified with 
organization since 1924, has been 
promoted from traffic manager to 
program director of WBZ-WBZA. C. 
S. Young, is acting general manager 
of the Westinghouse stations in New 
England. 

Swan succeeds John F. McNamara, 
who takes over the newly created 
post of director of educational and 




















religious activities. 


Anti-Advertising Frets Trade 





profit. 


tion with cost plus contracts, 
The Georgia congressman seems 


the cost entirely. 


Washington, Dec. 23. 


The radio advertising trade generally is watching with considerable 
interest, and some worry, the long-pending bill of Congressman Carl 
Vinson which would undertake to limit Navy contractors to a 6% 
Under Vinson’s bill advertising could not be deductible as a 
corporate expense. That is, not treated as an item of cost in connec- 


to be of the opinion that profits 


from Government contracts should not be used to build up public 
goodwill for trade names and that if such firms want to undertake 
advertising campaigns with peace-time outlook they ought to absorb 


The measure has implications that has the advertising craft wor- 
ried enough to rally for a united front of opposition. 
siders the bill as discriminatory and destructive from every angle. 


The trade con- 
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PROTECTING CBS PLANT 


Louis Teischer In Charge of CBS 
Wartime Precautions 








Louis Teischer, former assistant to 
John Carey, operations manager at 
CBS, has been named chief of the 
new wartime protection division cov- 
ering all the web’s property. All 
defense and precautionary measures 
are coordinated under his control. 


He is also in charge now of the 
pass department, which is getting 
special attention for obvious reasons. 
Teischer is directly responsible to 
G. Stanley McAllister, operations 
director. 


NY. TOWN HALL 
ON 129 BLUES 


When the Town Hall of the Air 
(NBC-Blue) moves into the 9 to 10 
p.m, spot Thursdays Jan 1, it will 
add another 20 stations to its hookup. 

Program total number of outlets 
will then be 129, rating as the larg- 
est for any regular public events 
stanza 


NAVY GETS FREE USE 
OF WRIGLEY QUARTER 


Chicago, Dec. 23. 

Wrigley company is dropping the 
‘Dear Mom’ show to offer the show’s 
time to the United States Navy for 
utilization in any manner the Navy 
desires. 

As of Jan. 4 the Navy will take 
over the ‘Dear Mom’ period on Co- 
lumbia coast and will likely use it 
for broadcasts from :various Navy 
encampments, For the first 13 
weeks these broadcasts will originate 
from the Great Lakes Training sta- 
tion just north of Chicago. 

















Fulton Dent’s New Berth 


Fulton Dent has joined the Hef- 
felfinger agency, New York, as radio 
director. 

He was formerly with Frank 
Presbey Co. and the Federal agency. 








particular. Nobody expects a 


advance for it. 


ject is sports or war news. 


witnesses was even harsher, 








Coast to produce it. 


Lew Jenkins - Sammy Angott fight. broad- 
cast Friday (19) over Mutual pretty much 
typified some of the worst aspects of sports 
programs in general and prizefight shows in 


through the streets yelling, ‘Rotten tomatoes.’ 
Similarly, a blow-by-blow broadcaster would 
hardly tell the listeners that the bout was a 
dull one and therefore not worth listening to 
—particularly if a sponsor had contracted in 
Yet radio programs have a 
basic duty to tell the truth, whether the sub- 


This obligation to the listener, paralleling 
that of a newspaper to its readers, cannot be 
violated indefinitely. In the case of this Jen- 
kins-Angott bout, Bill Corum indicated only 
indirectly in his between-rounds summary 
that the fight was disappointing, while Don 
Dunphy, handling the blow-by-blow account, 
actually made it sound as if the air was filled 
with flying leather. The next day’s New York 
Times called the bout ‘perhaps the poorest 
championship contest at any weight staged in 
a local ring,’ while the judgment of other eye- 


Obviously, then, unless Dunphy is unable to 
recognize the difference between a fight and 


TRUTH IN SPORTSCASTING 





a minuet, he 


huckster to go 


tional drama, 
dramatic soap 


As regards 


same broadcast, they showed perhaps even 


more flagrant 


that listeners 


Mutual, 


to provide interest and entertainment for the 
dialers. In doing so, he put the immediate 
self-interest of Mutual and Gillette razor ahead 
of his primary obligation to the public and to 
radio generally. Under the circumstances, any 
listener to his future fight descriptions must 
regard them at least to some degree as fic- 


displayed story only two days before (17), 
‘Variety’ reported how the management of 
WMPS, Mutual affiliate in Memphis, had 
broadcast a public apology and disclaimer for 
commercials read by Corum for Gillette on a 
previous fight program. 
was also more direct protest. Yet on the Fri- 
day (19) show, Corum again repeatedly used 
the same objectionable sales approach, namely, 


cause the consequent saving of steel would 
help national defense. 


WMPS is right. That is flagrant and inex- 
cusable for Gillette, the Maxon agency and 


deliberately built up the action 


like poorer-planned, less-melo- 
opera serials, 


Gillette’s commercials on the 


lack of taste. In a prominently 


Presumably there 


should buy Gillette blades be- 
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RADIO WRITERS 
GUILD SHOP 
AT CBS, L.A. 


° Hollywood, Dec. 23. 


Staff writers at CBS draw wage 
boost of 10%, five-day week and 
time and a half for overtime, on 
new two-year contract negotiated by 
Radio Writers Guild last week. 
Guild shop for both full time and 
free lance scripters on assignment 
is provided in the new deal. Agree- 
ment may be reopened at the end of 
a year for salary adjustments based 
on the cost of living index issued by 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


In addition to regular staff salary, 
pact stipulates that a writer working 
on a sponsored program shall re- 
ceive 80% of the coin received by 
the company from sale of subsidiary 
rights in the radio material created 
by the staff writer. Preferential re- 
hiring on the basis of seniority is 
guaranteed, with the Guild agreeing 
to abstain from picketing or boy- 
cotting the company during life of 
the contract. Severance pay and 
vacations are included in the terms, 
Negotiating the new contract for 
the writers were True Boardman, 
Hector Chevigny, Paul Franklin, and 
Aubrey Finn, attorney. D. W. Thorn- 
burgh signed for CBS, and John 
Boylan for the Guild. 


‘Hit Parade’ Changes, 
But Present Cast 
Remains in Line-Up 








‘Luck Strike Hit Parade’ program 
pattern will be _ revised slightly 
within the next couple of weeks with 
the addition of weekly name bands 
and soloists. However, the present 
personnel, with Mark Warnow’s or- 
chestra, Barry Wood, Joan Edwards 
and the Lyn Murray chorus, will re- 
main. New setup will probably be- 
come effective with the Jan. 10 
broadcast, or if it can be set by that 
time, for the previous week. : 

Under the new arrangement, the 
traditional 10 top tunes of the week 
will continue as the backbone of the 
show. However, the three supple- 
mentary songs, now called Lucky 
Strike ‘extras.’ will be replaced by 
numbers requested by polls of vari- 
ous army and navy camps and posts. 
The guest bands and soloists will 
play them. 


SAT. MORN CHANGES 
DUE ON NBC RED WEB 


Several changes are due within the 
next few weeks in the lineup of com- 
mercial shows Saturday mornings on 
NBC-Red (WEAF). They involve 
two new series, a shift in time and a 
cancellation. 

‘The Wife Saver,’ variety-comedy 
series with Allen Prescott and Ted 
Steele, starts Jan. 10 in the 10:30- 
10:45 a.m. spot for International Salt 
(Mathes agency), succeeding ‘Amer- 
ica the Free,’ musical series for 
Anacin (Blackett-Sample-Hummert), 
which moves to the 11:30-12 a.m. 
niche. Latter is being vacated by the 
Lever Bros. vaudeville program, 
which folds with the Jan. 3 stanza. 

Another new entry, returning from 
last year, will be the talks on interior 
decorations, by Betty Moore, for 
Benjamin Moore paint. It starts 
about Feb. 1 in the 10:45-11 a.m. slot, 
immediately after ‘Wife Saver.’ 
There is no agency on the account, 
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‘KEEP COOL AND PLAY BALL? 





Procter & Gamble Systematizes Blurbs | 


For Public Service, Red Cross, Etc. 


A 
_— 4 





Procter & Gamble’s home office has 
coordinated all the interpolated 
plugs for various Government and 
allied services and set up a sched- 
ule that all the P. & G. agencies are 
to follow. The schedule as it now 
stands takes care of P. & G.’s daytime 
and evening programs up to Feb. 1. 
Some of the public interest blurbs 
may be reshuffled from time to time 
but as a result of the system the soap 
manufacturer has put into effect this 
will be carried out in an orderly 
way. 

The service plugs as currently 
scheduled on P. & G. shows involve 
the Red Cross, U. S. Treasury stamps 
and bonds and Civilian Defense. 


‘Information, Please’ 
Now Heard Six Days 
Late on WTRY, Troy, N.Y. 


Troy, N. Y., Dec. 23. 

‘Information Please’ is, because of 
unusual circumstances, now heard 
on WTRY, Troy, by transcription six 
nights after program is broadcast 
ever NBC red. WGY, Schenectady, 
would normally have aired the quiz 
show when it was shifted from NBC 


blue to NBC red. However, the 
8:30-9 p.m. spot*on Friday has long 
been reserved by General Electric 
for its ‘Farm Forum’ on WGY. Ac- 
cordingly, arrangements were made 
for WTRY, a basic NBC blue outlet 
in nearby Troy, to cut into the main 


Let Fly Do It 





Washington, Dec. 23. 

Sign inviting broadcasters, ap- 
plicants, and hopefuls to apply 
to their pal James Lawrence Fly 
if needing help in obtaining ma- 
terials was hung out by the of- 
fice for Emergency Management 
last week. Outfit which is the 
over-all for the defense pro- 
gram, said the Defense Com- 
munications Board, of which the 
F. C. C. chairman is leader, will 
help expedite priority problems 
of broadcasters during the emer- 
gency. 

The D.C. B. will be an advisor 
to the Office of Production Man- 
agement in all matters concern- 
ing release and allocation of 
electrical equipment and other 
material needed for communica- 
tions. Besides urging general 
policies and rules, it will make 
recommendations in individual 
cases. The Commish is provid- 
ing liaison officers to simplify 
inter-agency business. 


PUSH ‘VICTORY’ 
NOT DEFENSE 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 23. 
At the suggestion of John Cooper, 
KDKA has just launched a new copy 
| policy and in the future will put em- 
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Allg Mesh ~ pigeon phasis in all its continuity on victory 
ie ah Man Sion ‘Mave ttn as es | rather than defense. Instead of ‘Pitts- 


burgh defense industries,’ for ex- 
ample, it will be ‘Pittsburgh war in- 
dustries’ or ‘Pittsburgh industries 
| working for victory.’ 


Laughton show from Mutual to NBC | 
blue, the 8:30-9 block Fridays on | 
WTRY is now taken. Lord & Thom- | 
as, agency for I. P., decided to a | Pointing out to John Rock, station 
the transcribed version on 7:30-8| jan; ger, that since America’s now 
slot Thursday, before “The March of | .otiy ely at war and not thinking in 
Time, networker, |terms of national defense, as it did 

WTRY has two wires into Albany | ¢o, a year and a half, Cooper’s idea | 
and makes transcriptions of ‘Infor-| was quickly put into effect at KDKA | 


Iles Y > le 
mation Pleé =" from one, while it) ang is now being passed along to| 
uses the other for the Ballantine | other stations and the networks as 
Beer-Ale program originating in| we}] 





Holiywood. | 





Earl Grebe, for the past ten years 
foreign news editor of the Toledo | 
Blade, resigned on Dec. 17 to de- 
vote his full time to his news analy- 
|sis programs over WSPD, Toledo. 


Mary Duffy From Fizdale 


Joins Sherman-Marquette 
Chicago, Dec. 23. 





THAT'S COUNSEL 
GIVEN BUSINESS 


—_—— 


Broadcasting May Have 
Tougher Rules Than Press 
Because of Enemy’s Big 
Ears but Industry’s ‘Undue 
Alarm’ Is Deplored by Fly 
—N.A.B. Prepares Do’s 
and Don’t’s as Industry 
Guide 


—_——_——_—_— 


PRICE IS CENSOR 





Washington, Dec. 23. 
Government censorship assumed 
concrete shape last week with Uncle 
Sam hemming in both radio and the 
press with the first outright control 
over news at the source and with 


promulgation of additional verbotens 
on various types of information for 
public distribution. The end is not 
in sight, though Federal officials 
from President Roosevelt down have 
declared their desire to release the 
maximum information compatible 
with national welfare. FCC Chair- 
man has again given the impression 
there will be no rigid control over 
program material. 

President Roosevelt last week 
named Byron Price, executive news 
editor of the Associated Press, to 
the newly-established job of Director 
of Censorship. Then in quick order 
the Chief Executive set up a policy 
committee to decide on principles 
which should be followed in pre- 
venting enemy nations from obtain- 
ing valuable dope. Most direct im- 
pact on radio was the Weather Bu- 
reau order to keep meteorological 
data off the air. The Navy backed 
this up with a tart statement that 
indiscreet remarks about weather 
conditions at a distance inland had 
been very helpful to unidentified 
hostile submarines off the Atlantic 
Coast. Asa result, the Weather Bu- 
reau’s cut-to-the-bone forecasts now 
carry a line stipulating the contents 
are ‘not to be broadcasted.’ 

Just where radio will wind up re-| 
mains anybody’s guess, with the 
matter of fundamental government 
policy still undecided. But the steps 


toward laying down some depend- | 
are somewhat en- | 


able general rules 

couraging. At least, both station 

managers and newspaper publishers 
(Continued on page 33) 
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Detailed Plan for Separate Blue Web 
Now Before FCC Members for Okay 





Singing Commuters 





Boston, Dec. 23. 
Commuters waiting for trains 
in the North Station terminal 
will sing Christmas carols to be 
broadcast over WEEI beginning 
Friday (19). This has been an- 
nual affair for last three years 
with estimated 75,000 persons 
participating each Yule season. 
Doris Tirrell and Del Castillo 
will alternate at organ, with 
singing leaders being Jean Col- 
lins, Carl Moore, Bill Elliott, 
Ruth Casey, Jimmie Flood,’ Ray 
Girardin and Jerry and Sky. 





Carols, Not Bombs 
Fort Wayne, Dec. 23. 
Continuing an annual custom, 
WOWO, Fort Wayne, has Lin- 
coln National Bank & Trust Co. 
and the Fort Wayne News-Sen- 
tinel sponsoring ‘Carols from the 
Sky. The carols are heard 
throughout the downtown dis- 
trict by means of an amplifying 
system atop the Lincoln Tower. 
They began Dec. 17 and con- 
tinue daily until New Year’s 
Day. 


NITRATE ACCT. 
SCRAMS RADIO 


One of the first spot casualties re- 
sulting from United States’ entry 
into the war is Chilean Nitrate As- 
sociation. The reason given is that 
the industry might find it difficult 
to get enough shipping to bring the 
iproduct from South America and 
what it does bring in will have to 
be allocated mostly to munition 
| manufacture. 
| Cancellation of the half-hour 

‘Uncle Natchel’ program takes ef- 
|fect Dec. 28. 
| run 20 weeks, but only four of the 
110 weekly recordings already made 
will be used. It is understood that 
the NBC Artists Service, which held 
the contract for talent on 














transcriptions, had also agreed to the | 


cancellation, even though the con- 
i{tract does not contain a war clause. 

















Mary Duffy joins the Sherman & |= 











Marquette agency here as publicity | {| 
director, which means the establish- 
ment of a department for propa- | 
ganda by the agency. 
Miss Duffy was recently in charge 
of the Tom Fizdale office here. | 


JOHN HYMES, CONSULTANT| 


Has Same Job as capes los Franco on | 
Inter-American Affairs 


the 
been 


John Hymes, 
Lord & Thomas agency, has 
named one of the consultants for the | 
Office of the Coordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs. Part-time assign- 
ment without pay is similar to that 
already held by Carlos Franco, of 
Young & Rubicam. Understood other | 
agency time-buyers will also be given 
like duties. 

Dallas Dort, director of Central 
Administrative Services in the Office 
of Emergency Management, made 
the appointments. 


time-buyer for 





Swing From Washington 


Raymond Gram Swing will ema- 
nate his Mutual broadcasts from 
Washington after Jan. 1. 

The commentator figures that he 
will under such circumstances be 
Closer to sources of information and | 


* in a position to work more closely | 
with Government officials in both 
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USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL 





Advertising Forms Now Closing 
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Niles Trammell, NBC prez, and the 
probable heads of an independently- 
operated Blue Network, are mark- 
ing time on the appointment of the 
latter’s department heads pending 
approval of the proposed setup for 
the Blue by the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission. A detailed 
plan covering the financial, direc- 
torial and physical features of a 
divorced Blue link is currently being 
scrutinized by the commission. 

Mentions have been made within 
the NBC official family of likely 
designees for the head of the sales, 
program and other Blue depart- 
ments, but all conclusions have been 
deferred until the plan of divorce- 
ment has received the FCC’s okay, 
It is figured that the separation 
machinery could be put into opera- 
tion within a week after NBC gets 
the greenlight from the commission. 


T.J. McClelland, of KLZ, 
First Radio Industry Man 
To Die in Actual Combat 


Oklahoma City, Dec. 23. 

Probably the first service officer 
with a broadcasting industry back- 
ground to be killed in the United 
States - Japenese war is Ensign 
Thomas J. McClelland, 37, of the 
U.S. Navy. His death occurred from 
the Jap attack on Pearl Harbor, 
Dec. 7. McClelland quit as chief en- 
gineer of KLZ, Denver, to re-enter 
the Navy. 

Surviving are his widow, Lovell, 
and two daughters, Jane and Susan, 











Council for Democracy’s 
Christmas Show on Blue 


Council for Democracy will do an 
hour’s program, starting at 2 p.m.,, 
on the NBC-Blue tomorrow (Thurs- 
day). It will be a rollcall of the 
countries actively fighting the Axis, 

Among the participants in the 
| broadcast, titled ‘Come All Ye 
will be Attorney General 

Biddle, Madame Maxim Litvinoff, 
Dr. Lin Yutang, Charles Boyer, Ray- 





ruptcy case of Dr. 
| the goat gland king of Del Rio, Texas, 
| was held here Thursday by Federal 


mond Massey and Robert Mont- 
gomery, who will m.c. 


MORE DATA ON BRINKLEY 


Court Will Rule Soon— Radio Doe 
In Seclusion 


San Antonio, Dec. 2s. 
Preliminary hearings in the bank- 
John R. Brinkley, 


Boynton in the 
Federal Build- 
attorney for 


Judge Charles A. 
courtroom in the 
ing. Roger Thurmond, 
the plaintiffs’ three creditors of Del 
Rio, and attorney for Brinkley, Hu- 
bert R. Green, were instructed to file 
briefs on the three points within five 
days. Boynton said that he would 
render a decision at that time. 

For the past several months the 
radio doc has been in seclusion here 
undergoing treatment following sev- 
eral heart attacks. He also suffered 


| the loss of a leg through amputation 
| earlier in the year, 





Oboler’s Dime Special 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Arch Oboler, who returned last 
week from a quick trip east, will 














write-produce the ‘March of Dimes’ 
| broadcast on President Roosevelt’s 
| 60th birthday Jan. 24. It will origin- 
| ate in Hollywood and will be heard 
| on both NBC-Red and Blue and on 
| Mutual, from 11:15-12:15 p.m., East- 
ke time. 

While east, Oboler also arranged 
to produce a radio series for the 
Government, aimed to present the 
| Samana idea in everyday terms. 
| Final details will be set and contracts 














broadcasting and other capacities. | 





signed this week. 
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White House Press Conference is 
the title under which Jim Crowley 
reports Tuesday and Friday even- 
ings over Mutual on developments, 
dialog, etc., of President Roosevelt’s 
press-radio conferences the same 
day. His quarter-hour carries par- 
ticular timeliness since the war 
broke loose in the Pacific. Music fills 
plug periods where program is un- 
sponsored by local cooperative. 
Crowley displays a good voice but, 
at times, imperfect mike technique. 
Perhaps the latter is less important 
than }.is material, although elimin- 
ation or correction of several faults 
should make Crowley a top-notch 
broadcaster. Breath control some- 
times fails him. Swallowing and 

ressing are then a bit apparent. 
Dionest thing he has not mastered 
completely is writing for ear rather 
than eye. Some phrases smell of 
rinted rather than spoken word. 

ey are too involved and awkward 
for easy aural reception. 





‘Kate Hopkins, Angel of Mercy’ is 
a well written show, within the lim- 
its of the basic setup of characters. 
Gertrude Berg, now doing the 
scripting, proves that her sense of 
character shading, pace and varia- 
tion of mood isn’t confined to the 
admittedly skillful ‘Goldbergs’ kind 
of program. However,” the char- 
acters she has to work with in ‘Kate 
Hopkins’ have certain drawbacks. 
For one thing, the heroine is one of 
those long-suffering, all-wise, ma- 
ternal women whose unrelieved no- 
bility tends to become irritating. 
Also, the husband has a brain tumor, 
which can hardly be a pleasant sub- 
ject to most listeners. The latter fact 
takes the key man out of the script, 
leaving only Kate to hold the in- 
terest of the preponderantly 
feminine audience. Since it’s ob- 
vious that matinee idols are actors, 
not actresses, and that there’s pre- 
sumably a sexual quality in a man’s 
voice for women dialers, it would 
seem to be a mistake to write the 
possibly central romantic appeal out 
of the story for long intervals. There’s 
currently a French-accented butler 
in the yarn, but he’s palpably an 
unattractive villain, so there’s no 
chance of romantic pull there. As 
heard Wednesday (17) on CBS, the 
show had a_ not-too-well-pointed 
opening scene, but closed with a 
touchingly written bit of pathos be- 
tween the heroine and a teen-age 
girl, apparently an adoptee or ward. 
Selena Royle had admirable varia- 
tion and persuasiveness in the title 
part, but the ingenue sounded 
Slightly finishing-schoolish. There 
Was an atmospheric lead-out, in the 
manner of ‘Against the Storm.’ Pro- 
gram was expertly produced. Max- 
well House coffee got the plugs. 





‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ is 
tough going these days. On the 
basis of the Wednesday (17) install- 
ment, the hillbilly ingenue heroine 
is pretty intense and not much com- 
pany, all because her pappy from the 
valley and her aristocratic mother- 
in-law are tussling about where her 
baby is to be born and whether it’s 
to be named out of the Sriptures. 
Back-country southern dialog, with 
at least one ‘ah reckon’ and ‘ah 
hain’t’ to a sentence, is deadly seri- 
ous stuff and quickly becomes tune- 
outish. And the Haley’s M.O. lax- 
ative copy, about how ‘if you've 
never tried it, here’s a wonderful 
new experience for you’ is a can- 
didate for Shudder of the Week. 





‘Helen Holden, Government Girl,’ 
sustaining serial on Mutual out of 
WOL, Washington, has _ frankly 
abandoned story and entertainment 
to do a propaganda shill in dialog 
for U.S. armed and civilian services, 
with a barrage of puerile ridicule 
and abuse~at Axis nations and their 
leaders. Nothing much to be said 


re 


just at the climax. In addition, Mis 
Robson is trouper enough to registe 
in such an assignment, so the gen 
eral impression was 
Flynn was dashing, though not par 


lead, while Alice Frost (unbilled 
jent vividness and variety to the in 
genue lead. Generally. 





lately—exceptional, 
serial. 


peared during one 


at the fadeout. That’s quite 


acter, decidedly more 
writing seemed shallow and some- 
what inert, while the playing was 
undistinguished. Dr. Lyons tooth 
powder is the product. 





‘Big Sister’ kas become a much 
less vital character in the Lever 
Bros. serial of that name on CBS. 
Wednesday (17) installment was 
comparatively tame, moving slowly 
through two scenes. Although Ruth 
(Big Sister) was in both, she was 
pretty much the straight for action 
involving other characters. First 
scene was with Sue, who’s emotion- 
ally tangled with and _ separated 
from her kusband, Jerry. Second 
scene was with Ruth’s father, Dr. 
Carvel, and Diane and a Dr. Ban- 
nister. Diane, apparently Ruth’s 
sister, is twisted up inside and is 
seemingly slated to provide future 
plot complications. Like virtually 
all other serials, ‘Sister’ has caught 
up with the war and various char- 
acters now refer to the country’s 
crisis and their consequent duty 
during it. Jim Ameche read the long 
synopsis intro and the blurb about 
his femme friend who's life was 
transformed when ske_ discovered 
and began using Rinso. 


‘John’s Other Wife’ remains a 
credible, innocuous yarn about an 
ordinary couple. It avoids the lurid 
melodramatics supposedly typical of 
daytime serials, but fails to provide 
compensating action. Wednesday 
(17) episode on NBC-Blue (WJZ) 
contained two scenes and used four 
characters. Story is currently deal- 
ing with Elizabeth Perry’s (John’s 
wife) scheming to get her friend 
Hope WebSter married to Gerald 
Edwards. As well-meaning busy- 
bodies usually do. she has merely 
succeeded in making trouble for 
those she wanted to heln. First half 
of the stanza caught was a repe- 
titious (since the synopsis had al- 
ready told the listener all the es- 
sential facts) gabfest between Eliza- 
beth and the colored maid, Zula. It 
was windy. useless and therefore 
weak writing. Second scene. be- 
tween John and Gerald. finally 
shoved the plot along slightly. but 
was packed with the kind of 
bromides men are apt to exchange 
when discussing femmes and their 
ways. Show was competently pro- 
duced and played. 
‘Santa Lucia,’ with guitar accompa- 





blackheads was unpleasant. 





value of laughter 








about the Wednesday (17) chapter 
except that it was actionless, 
garrulous, chauvinistic and un- 
believably tedious.: That -was 





‘Front Page Farrell,’ serial on 
Mutual for Anacin, remains a feeble 


show. As heard Wednesday (17), it| cerned, by applause after every crack 


picked up the succeeding day’s in- 
stallment, in which a hysterical dame 
Was aiming a loaded gun at the 
hero and heroine. While they pre- 
sumably held those poses, the writer 
then jumped to the bedside of a sup- 
porting character, who was being 
tended by his heiress-fiancee after 
being rescued from kidnappers. 
When the microphone finally got 
around to the impending murder of 
the hero, there was a gabby scene 
climaxed by the gun-toting gal 
doing a faint. All pretty comic- 
strippy. Anacin’s commercial copy 
Was, as usual, endless, 

Errol Flynn and Flora Robson 
uested Friday night (19) on the 
Enilip Morris ‘Playhouse’ via CBS, 
adding color and impetus to Charles 
Martin’s adaptation of ‘The Lady 
Vanishes.’ The obvious weakness of 
‘The Lady Vanishes,’ as a vehicle 
for Miss Robson, is just that—the 
lady vanishes almost entirely from 
the script for long intervals. That 

flaw was partly rectified in the radio 


ity weekly. 
gram 


| 


| which drew a studio howl. It 


ow fellers under your 


caught on. 
| hampered so far as dialers are con 


and his pnause for same. This be 
comes tiresome to many listeners. 








Eddie Peabody, 


who holds, th 
rank of 


Lieutenant 


‘Quiz Kids’ 
NBC blue. The broadcast originate 
at the naval station, 





day Hour 


Edsel Ford. 





‘Backstage Wife’ has uncovered 





adaptation, which managed to give 
the illusive old gal a line from time 
to time, but handed her a nice bit 


satisfactory. 
- |nicely played, in a manner somewhat 
reminiscent of a combination John 
) | Barrymore-W. C. Field, only with a 
more disarming manner at 
Other three people on this 
episode were Mary Noble, the title 
part, with her matinee idol-husband, 
and their friend Tom Bryson. Per- 
were credible and the 
1|show was decidedly listenable. Un- 
usually terse blurb was for Dr, Lyons 


ticularly vigorous as the romantic 


it was a 
tough yarn for radio, but capably 


handled. 
‘Orphans of Divorce’ has been 
dealing with exceptional materia 


that is, for a 
Dick, one of golden-hearted 
Mother Norah's children, has been 
getting soused. To be sure, he ap- 
installment to 
swear he had learned his lesson and 
was off it for good, but was being 
lured into error again by the siren 
un- 
orthodox stuff for daytime radio, 
but the weakling Dick stood out as 
an unusual and provocative char- 
interesting 
than serial average. Otherwise, the 


Guy whistling 
niment, is the musical theme. Com- 


mercial copy about Edna Wallace 
Hopper’s white claypacks for curing 


Bob Hope prologed his last mono- 





Follow-Up Comment 





barnstorming carney act. 


r 


- | softer, 
times. 


formances 


tooth powder. 





Sammy Kaye’s ‘Sunday Serenade’ 


the smoothest of band sustaining 
ideas, a half-hour of gracefully paced 
ballad tunes and sincerely interpreted 


right amount of sentiment to the 
mood of his show. Since its incep- 
tion more than a year ago Kaye has 
kept the broadcast going even while 
on the road, except for a short in- 
terlude during the ASCAP-Radio 
squabble, and by the thought and 
effort he and his band and pro- 
ducers have put into it have made 
it amount to much more than an or- 
dinary remote pickup. It’s swell. 





Robert Lawrence, assistant music 
critic of the N.Y. Herald Tribune, 
appeared Sunday (21) on NBC Mu- 
sic of the Air program, directing 
two Berlioz selections. The 29-year- 
old conductor, a Juilliard graduate, 
led a fiery rendition of the Ben- 
venuto Cellini overture which had 
been preceded with the love scene 
from ‘Romeo and Juliet.’ He pos- 
sesses a firm, steady beat, aecurate 
tempo, and knowledge of his scores 
and above all the spark of creative- 
ness so necessary for a conductor. 
f Lawrence’s performance is to be 
taken as a criterion of the abilities 
of N.Y.’s critics it is a pity more are 
not engaged in professional work. 
Erno Rapee directed the other se- 
lections, which included Strauss, 
Beethoven, Adam and Mascagni 
among the composers. Selma Kaye 
sang, ‘Voi lo sapete’ and ‘Noel,’ both 
being handled with an abundance of 
voice and a lack of artistry. 





‘Jane Eyre,’ in its final episodes as 
one of the recorded Wheatena ‘Play- 
house’ series on WOR, New York, 
offered a varyingly forceful chapter 
Wednesday (17). Performance was 
expressively paced, while the three 
leads, Flora Robson, Heather Angel 
and Arnold Moss, played movingly. 
Mendelsohn’s ‘Fingal’s Cave’ made 
vividly graphic background, but the 
sound effects provided inadequate 
atmosphere. or instance, while 
there was a horse whinny wken 
Jane was leaving Rochester’s estate, 
there were no hoofbeats (which 
might have been explained by the 
fact there was supposed to be snow 
on the ground) or coach sounds. Din 
and clamor of the fire was also 





virtually non-existent. Wheatena 
copy plenty long. 
Tll Find My Way,’ § sustaining 


serial originating at WGR, Buffalo, 
and heard via Mutual, is currently 
merely sauntering, Dialog is repeti- 
tious and lacking in vigor. Heroine, 
now played by Miriam Wolf and in- 
troduced on each day’s chapter by a 
few bars of the title song and a 
poetic quote, is still beset by cruel 
fate. At present, as frequently in the 
past, it’s her kid brother, whose 
ability to get into trouble suggests a 








name of Prof. Presto, now has a 
An en- 
dearing old humbug, who appears 
s |destined to provide propulsion for a 
whole sequence for the serial, Ro- 
-/land entered the story Wednesday it 
(17) on NBC-Red (WEAF). Part is r - se 


(NBC-Red 2 p.m.) remains one of 


poetry by Kaye that adds just the 


20 Winks 


Bob Byron's piano playing, 
when he wants to pour it on, 
takes you back to those Pete 
Wendling piano rolls, It sounds 
good, too. So if you've also 
reached the point where maybe 
you feel a mite less spry, tune 
in Byron of an afternoon, on 
WHN, and he'll remind you 
of the days when you really had 
After hearing Ted 
Steele warble the first person 
lyrics to his theme song you get 
the idea that maybe he’s the 
lad Frank Fay is singing about 
.... Some bands can hit top and 
bottom in one 15 minute pro- 
gram. Take a recent Glenn 
Miller session. The boys simply 
leaped off this sphere with “Blues 
in the Night,’ then took a dive 
with ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ and went 
on down, down, down. Latter 
item is one of those things, al- 
ways minus melody, in which the‘ 
brass and percussion go nuts 
. . . » How can Winchell know 
what a ‘Variety’ scribbler does 
or doesn’t read? There’s a guy 
who for months hasn’t done a 
thing except convoy the Hooper 
radio report to press. 

Shudders of the week: Those 
dated singing song titles and the 
guys who sing ’em. 








‘FABLES FOR FUN’ 

With the Koralites 

15 Mins, 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 11:45 a.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 

Only a fairy tale expert can say 
whether the kiddies ought to be or 
will be overjoyed over what NBC 
has done for them. This series orig- 
inated in transcription form and now 
it may be heard over the Blue net- 
work every Saturday morning. 
‘Fables for Fun,’ described by the 
producer, Harry S. Goodman, as 
‘streamlined fairy tales,’ seek to ap- 
peal to the kiddie sense of humor. 
They might and they might not, but 
anyway the contents can be guaran- 
teed as utterly devoid of anything 
that might shock even a kindergar- 
ten teacher. 

The humor is of the Winnie-the- 
Pooh classification and the pieces are 
enacted with dainty precision by a 
troupe of three young men and 
women billed as the Koralites. Her- 
bert Rickel is the scriptist. The in- 
stallméent aired last Saturday (20) 
had to do with a puppy pointer who 
didn’t think it was polite to point 
and, after disgracing his famous 
pointer forebear by refusing to point 
for a hunter, the pup is carried off 
by a pink fairy to fairyland where 
he can help find ‘lost dollies, thoughts 
that went astray and beautiful 
ane that boys and girls have 
ost.’ 

Perhaps it’s just a quirk of the 
adult mind but it’s hard to conceive 
of the kiddie lapping up this fare 
after contact with Charlie McCarthy, 
Jack Benny, Sergt. Quirt and Capt. 
Flagg and other such conveniently 
scheduled comedy whirls. Also 
when nowadays as soon as a kiddie 
is able to make out one letter of the 
alphabet after another his rapt liter- 
ature is not fairy tales but such 
streamlined adventurers as Super- 
man, Capt. Marvel or Brick Brad- 
ford. Odec. 





described as a ‘favorite’ on ‘Grand 
Central Station.’ Practice clutters 
the air somewhat, but undoubtedly 
lends lustre to the show. And any- 
way, the actors love it. 


log, on the Pepsodent show over 
NBC, with a statement about the 
in maintaining 
morale during war and pledged the 
best efforts of the Hope troupe to 
provide listeners with that commod- 
Then, the regular pro- 
schedule was resumed and 
Hope fired a combined gag and plug 
was 
as|that Pepsodent should be used so 
true of the playing as the writing. | that ‘you will never have little yel- 

This is not the way to help. I smellers. 
i Apparent side reference to the Japs 
Hope’s monolog is still 


Commander 
and serves as band and entertain- 
ment officer at the Great Lakes 
Naval Training Station, worked be- 
hind a screen and plucked the banjo 
like the virtuoso he is for a three- 
part musical question’ put to the 
for Alka-Seltzer over 


where The 
Kids were guests for the day. They 
did their stuff before an audience of 
sailors, who supplied the interroga- 
tions for the program. Peabody also 
recently appeared on the Ford Sun- 
in connection with the 
dedication of a building given to the 
Great Lakes Station by Henry and 


promising character in Will Roland, 
the gentle, rather helpless old ex- 
vaudeville magician who, under the 


‘Bachelor’s Children,’ on NBC- 
Red for Colgate soap, has strayed 
from its former rather fertile story 
line of Dr. Bob and his adopted 
youngsters to follow the ,case of a 
moronic boy and a compassionate 
young man’s efforts to help him. 
There is also a crue] girl who taunts 
the lad and schemes to ensnare the 
young man’s interest. While these 
characters are broadly projected, 
the boy would seem to be a distaste- 
ful object of most Mstener interest. 
It’s undoubtedly true that intelligent 
consideration of mental cases is the 
best way to deal with them, but it is 
nevertheless true that most people 
are fearful of insanity, or to some 
extent, even eccentricity. Boy in 
‘Bachelor’s Children’ is a_ pitiful 
case, but hardly one to attract the 
average housewife’s dialing. 


latent bent for radio serial writing. 
This time, Harvey is talking about 
joining the navy, which would seem 
to be a swell idea, but sister some- 
how figures she needs him as an en- 
gineer at her radio station. There 
are the customary topical references 
to the current war, plus a plug for 
the published sheet music of the title 
song. It’s an anemic show. 





,| ‘Vic and Sade’ uncorked one of its 
more chucklesome episodes Wednes- 
day (17) on NBC-Red (WEAF) for 
Crisco and Ivory flakes. In author 
-|Paul Rhymer’s inimitable manner, 
there were only three people, a single 
scene and single situation in the 
script. But as usual, the basic situa- 
tion was at once humorous and uni- 
versally-identifiable. There was sly 
cross-play of characters and deft use 
of repetition, pyramiding into an out- 
right funny climax. Amusingly 
played, as always, by Art Van Har- 
vey, Bernardine Flynn and Billy 
Idelson. A really knockout show. 


e 





Elsa Maxwell guested on Ilka 
Chase’s ‘Camel Penthouse Party,’ 
NBC blue, in part as a plug for her 
new Ry-Krisp radio show (name of 
eee food to be peddled 
was mentioned, with a humorous 
jibe at Elsa’s poundage). She es- 
sayed comedy, story telling and per- 
sonality impression. Material she 
and Miss Chase were handed for the 
exchange portion and later for a 
comedy sketch (in which they played 
songwriters prepared to turn out 
any type tune) was not very funny. 
It was punny. Miss Chase naturally 
read her lines with far more smooth- 
ness and finesse than did Miss Max- 
well. The latter, who had one-timed 
on various variety programs, made 
a fair impression as a personality 
rather than an entertainer. With a 
better script would have registered 
stronger. 





‘Grand Central Station’ has always 
been unusually liberal with actor 
billing, but it is currently topping 
even itself in that regard. Last Fri- 
day night’s (19) program on NBC- 
Red (WEAF) mentioned the fact 
that Arnold Moss, the lead, had to 
hurry from the broadcast to the 
Music Box theatre for a perform- 
ance in ‘The Land Js Bright.’ Also 
cited several past Broadway shows 
for MeKay Morris, the other lead, 
including ‘Tovarich,’ which he did 
a|in summer theatres, but not in New 
York. Virtually every other mem- 
ber of the cast was credited with 
past Broadway plays, and one was 
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ROSE-MARIE LOMBARDO 
With Guy Lombardo Orchestra 
Singer 
COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET 
CBS-WABC, New York 

Newest addition to the Lombardo 
clan is Rose-Marie, in her teens, 
whom her brothers, Guy, Carmen, 
Victor and Liebert, have been tutor. 
ing for a vocal career, Starting mod- 
estly, doing chorus interludes with 
the Lombardo orchestra at the Ho. 
tel Roosevelt, N. Y., she now takes 
command with a full-fledged solo, 
as part of their Colgate commercial, 

er handling of ‘White Cliffs of 
Dover’ was solid this past week, and 
ponent the standard Lombardo 
rand of dansapation with an added 
note of distinction. As only feminine 
outstander of the family, she prom- 
ises to more than sustain mae ee. 
bel, 


U. S. O. PROGRAM 

With Edward Arnold, Bob Hope, 
John Nesbitt, Gordon Jenkins, 
Robert Mitchell, Boys Choir, Hugh 
James, Eddie Dowling, Warren 
William, Dr. A. H. Giannini, Dr, 
Franklin Dunham, Phil Baker, 
Paul Whiteman orch, Frank Black 
orch 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 10.30 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 


This single-time broadcast Satur- 
da night (20) over NBC-Blue 
(WJZ) was to dedicate and ballyhoo 
a new activity of the United Service 
Organizations, which it calls the 
Star-Spangled Network. As _ with 
most shows of the kind, this name- 
studded pickup from three origina- 
tion points was rather loose-knit 
including some tepid interludes and 
several sock spots. For an effort of 
the sort, it was comparatively enter- 
taining. 

As not explained too clearly on 
the show itself, the Star-Spangled 
Network consists of two radio sys- 
tems. One is a ‘wired radio’ setup 
of low-power stations, with studios 
in U. S.-O. clubs, audible only in 
their own camps or service posts, 
The other is a system of shortwave 
amateur radio stations enabling serv- 
ice men to communicate free of 
charge with their homes and friends. 
This program started from the 
Hollywood end, with Edward Arnold 
as m.c., a talk by Dr. A. H. Gian- 
nini, a bright comedy spot by Bob 
Hope and then John Nesbitt read- 
ing some inspiring stories of the his- 
tory of Sackett’s Harbor, on Lake 
Ontario, in upper New York State. 
Paul Whiteman. Dennis Day and the 
‘ert Mitchell boys choir provided 
the music. Show then jumped to 
the Star-Spangled Network studio in 
the U. S. O. club at Madison bar- 
racks, Sackett’s Harbor, where Dr. 
Franklin Dunham, director of the 
National Catholic Community Serv- 
ice (and on leave as director of 
educational and religious programs 
“o- NRC) spoke. ial 
Final pickup was from Radio City, 
New York, where Dowling was me: 
Phil Baker offered a comedy bit an 
Warren William recited ‘America Is 
Going Through,’ with Frank Black 
and an orchestra  backgrounding, 
Martin H. Work. of the NCCS, was 
eredited as writer-director of the 
show. Hobe. 





NORMAN JAY 
Gossip 

10 Mins.—Local 
YELLOW CAB CO. 
Daily, 11:10 p.m. 
KYW, Philadelphia 


An oldtime Philly newspaperman, 
Norman Jay (Norman Ginsburg), 
brings to the mike a rich background 
on the Philadelphia scene. An ex- 
perienced hand at radio, Jay has 
combined skillful writing with an 
expert delivery. Chatter concerns 
Philadelphia after-dark. Commer- 
cials for the cab company are woven 
in unobstrusively along with the 
gossip items. 

Only thing holding column back 
is its brevity. Seems as if he signs 
off, just as he’s getting ae - 

ral. 


MRS. GEORGE H. EARLE 
News Comments 

15 Mins.—Local 

ASTRA JEWELERS 
Thursday, 10:30 

WCAU, Philadelphia 

Mrs. George H. Earle, wife of the 
former Minister to Bulgaria and 
former Governor of Pennsylvania, 
is a lady of charm who's widely 
known in and around Philadelphia, 
but she’s still a green hand on the 
radio. Southern drawl is soothing 
to the ears but when caught (she 
was talking about the war) her voice 
was shaking with emotion. She 
was more the mother whose s0n -1S 
in the service (George, Jr.,,is with 
the Navy Air Corps), than the pro- 
fessional commentator. 

She should lighten up her mate- 
rial a bit, and try to keep more or 
less aloof from her subject, With 
her name and reputation, plus a lit- 
tle readjustment in her style and 
material WCAU may yet have & 
local find in Mrs. Earle. Shal. 





Bonds Instead of Cash 
Longview, Texas, Dec. 23. 
In the past station KFRO has been 
giving an annual cash Christmas 
bonus. 
This year station management {s 
presenting to all employees Defense 





Bonds instead of cash. 
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Seattle General Defines Rules 





Seattle, Dec. 23. .« 


Rigid censorship has been clamped on all military information in 


the northwest. 


A bulletin released yesterday by Maj. Gen. Kenyon A. 


Joyce made the eight western states and Alaska ‘a theatre of opera- 
tions’ and set the following specific regulations. 
No news shall be disseminated which directly or indirectly reveals 


the movements of troops. 


From or within the theatre. 


Nothing skall 


be published or broadcast concerning the troops who are in defen- 


sive positions along the Pacific coast. 


sible attack or sabotage. This 


includes location of bivouacs. 


Defending either against pos- 
Ref- 


erence to numbers of troops or disclosure of works of area’s being 


protected. 


The mission of press, radio and newsreels to keep the public in- 


formed is recognized, but, states the bulletin, 


‘in war it is often of 


more importance to keep the enemy uninformed.’ 
All radio stations here are on normal hours except KIRO and KJR 


which are on 24 hours for news, official instructions, etc. 


KRSC is on 


24 hours, but that is its normal schedule. 








W. L Dumm of KSFO to Operate 
DX WGEO (Renamed KWID) in Frisco 





-% 
a 


WGEO, General Electric's 100,000- 
watt shortwave transmitter, which is 
being moved from Schenectady, N. 
Y., to San Francisco, as reported 
in last week’s ‘Variety,’ will be op- 
erated there by Associated Broad- 
casters (W. I. Dumm), who runs 
the Frisco long-waver KSPO. New 
station will carry the call-letters 
KWID. 

WGEO went off the air at 4 p.m. 
Monday (22), and engineers imme- 
diately began dissembling it in 
preparation for the cross-country 
move. It will supplement KGEI, 
San Francisco, presently the only 
VU. 8. DX outfit beaming to the 
Orient. It’s expected to take about 
three months to get KWID into op- 
eration. 


MAN-ON-STREET 
STUFF N.S.G.IN 
WAR 


San Francisco, Dec. 23. 
Man-in-street shows are no longer 
carried by KYA or KSAN here. Can- 
celled as a precautionary 
under the war emergency. 
continuing its Dean Maddox street 
pick-up, however, also Art Link- 
letter’s ‘What Do You Think?’ spon- 
sored by Samuel’s jewelry. First 
post-war broadcast of 
through some nervous moments 
when a self-proclaimed communist 
got on the mike. Just wanted to 
pledge the party’s support of the 
war, however. 
KGEI, of course, has cancelled its 
Musical Mailbag greeting to troops 








too much tipoff as to where the boys | 


are stationed. 


Five More for Helen Hayes 


—_——- —— 


Helen Hayes will continue in her 
CBS Sunday spot for another five 
weeks beyond Dec. 29 for Lipton 
Tea. Although ‘she had received het 
notice as of that date Lever Bros., 
Owner of the product, discovered 
meanwhile that under the terms of 
its time contract with Columbia it 
had to give an additional period of 
notice. 

Original time obligation was for 
26 weeks. With the additional five 
weeks Miss Hayes will have had a 
Tun of 18 weeks this season. 





Lenox Lohr Laid Up 


Lenox Lohr, president of the Mu- 
Seum of Science, Chicago, and for- 
mer president of National Broad- 
Casting Co., is undergoing a rest cure 
following overwork. 

He went into a hospital two weeks 
&g and reported that he'll require 
about three months to get back in 
Shape again. 





measure | 
KFRC 


| booth 
latter went | , 


CBS Calls in Newsmen 


Minneapolis, Dec. 23. 

Elmer Peterson, WCCO’s news 
analyst and former Associated Press 
European correspondent, has been 
called to New York to discuss the 
new news policies with Columbia. 
While in the east he'll visit the A.P. 
in Washington, too. 


KGW-KEX Gives Public 
News Over P.A. System 
While Ordered Off Air 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 23. 
With radio stations in this area 
off the air as long as 17 hours a day 


last week, KGW-KEX, local NBC 
outlets, used a novel kind of visual 
‘broadcast’ to keep themselves in 
the publie eye. Public address 
speaker was installed on street cor- 
ner with a microphone in a nearby 
first-floor window of the Oregonian 
building, which houses the KGW- 
KEX studios. Although the stations 
were off the air, large crowds gath- 
ered to watch and hear the an- 
nouncers read the Jatest news re- 
ports. Even though the situation is 
again normal for broadeasting KGW- 
KEX are still airing their news pro- 
grams from the publie-view studios. 
Other scheme of the station was 
the installation of sound-proof booth 
in the lobby of Portland’s newsreel 
theatre, with three newscasts a day 
originating there. AP printer by the 
for last-minute flashes is a 
source of wonder to onlookers. 














CALL ANDREW CRUSE 


| 
| 
| 


FROM FCC TO NAVY! 





Washington, Dec. 23. 
Blaring bugles ecnoed in the FCC 





| property 





last week. Orders to report for ac- | 
tive duty without delay resulted in 
several personnel shifts, the most 


|} important of which puts a new man 





in charge of broadcast engineering 
matters, 
Andrew W. Cruse, long-time mem- 


ber of the Commish technical staff, 


|} went on active duty with the Navy. 


His place as assistant chief engineer 
of the common carrier division was 
taken by Gerald C. Gross, another 
naval reservist, who has been in on 
many broadcast huddles. George P. 
Adair was designated as Gross’ tem- 
porary successor in charge of broad- 
cast matters, and John A. Willougby 
was boosted to his place as assistant 
chief of the broadcast sector. 





Davies’ Outside Job 


Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 
Major Edward A. Davies, vice- 
president of WIP, has been appointed 
D-2, in charge of intelligence and 
public relations in the city’s civil de- 
fense setup, working as a co-ordina- 
tor under the U. S. Army and the 
city’s local authorities. 
He'll continue in his WIP post. 


Major 


GENERAL FEAR OF 
TALE-LIOTENING 


Meantime Advertising 
Agencies Chafe at Limita- 
tions on Using Nazi-Jap 
Villains —U.S. Navy Re- 
cruiting Announcements 
Sharply Contrast With 
Policies 


‘HYSTERIA’ ANGLES 





The networks are sticking to their | 
traditional policy of ‘not fostering} 
hate’ and of not permitting fiction to 
pass in such a way that careless 
listeners could mistake invention for 
the real thing. In the same connec- 
tion it is likely that sound effects of 
air raids and so forth will be banned 
throughout the war. CBS last week 
denied the Fred Allen program the 
right to use ‘The Wookey’ because it 
is contingent almost wholly upon 
bombing realism. 

Meantime NBC is reported by 
agencies to be following its former 
rule that spies in fiction are to be 
clearly identified as past tense. In 
other words spy stuff is okay as of 
last war. 

There has been sOme sarcasm ex- 
pressed among advertisers to the ef- 
fect ‘don’t they (the webs) know 
we're at war?’ To this sort of re- 
mark the webs counter that they 
‘must think of the listener who 
should perhaps be diverted from 
rather than saturated by war.’ Webs 
view is that average radio listener 
gets all he can take of war through 
the frequent bulletins day and night 
and the fictional thing is too danger- 
ous. 

Moreover Washington’s desires, as 
the webs now understand them, are 
for radio to avoid hysteria of any 
kind. Emotional benders’ are 
frowned upon. At least there is one 
viewpoint to this effect. 


Navy Is Angry 


| 


There is already a wide dis- 
crepancy between the pugnacious 
tone in, say, Navy recruiting an- 


nouncements heard over the air and 
the comparatively marked self-re- 
straint practiced by the networks. 
This is evident in the following Navy | 
copy: 


(A) 
‘Men the time has come to kill 
and kill with no regrets. The little 
yellow men of Japan have bombed 


and blasted American lives and 





Just revenge will follow 
ivy and do YOUR part.’ 
(B) 

has rained death on Ameri- 
can citi Japan MUST be 
smashed. The Navy needs pilots de- 
termined to crack this treacherous | 
Nipponese aggressor.’ 
(C) 


Join the N 


‘Japan 


zens. 


‘Listen, America, we’ve got a job 
|}on our hands—the job of sm ashing a 
| resolute and depraved Axis. Hit ler’s | 

world vandalism must be vashed 
Help the Navy do the rl Enlist 
today.’ 

Commercial program  producers| 
declare that they haven't been — 
to get any clarification of the we 
stand other than the man agement 
feels that the program schedule: 
must be kept clean of anything that 
might cause hysteria among the 





listeners. 
Sees No Contradiction 
Washington, Dec. 23. 
Attitude here is there’s no contra- 
diction or inconsistency between tone 
of Government propaganda, speci- 
fically navy recruiting announce: | 
ments and treasury bond appeals, 
and general desire to avoid inflam- 
ing people or stirring up racial feel- 
ing. Broadly, Federal authorities | 
want to eliminate dangers of trouble 
at home between nationalities though 
simultaneously whip up united de- 
termination to thrash Axis powers. 
Mrs. Roosevelt’s and Attorney- 
General Biddle’s statements that law- 
abiding aliens are entitled to normal | 
privileges subject to control regula- 1 
tions designed for national security. 


D. C. 











| employees; 
; come 





(Keeping Serial Plots Making Sense 
An Author's Wartime Headache 


+ 





Network Premieres 


Jan. 1. 
Navy-Wrigley show, variety- 
dramatic, originating at the 
Great Lake Training Center; 
10:15-10:45 p.m. Thursday,,.CBS; 
time donated by William Wrig- 
ley, Jr., Co. Arthur Meyerhoff 
agency. 
: Jan. 2. 
Elsa Maxwell, comedy-chatter; 
Fridays, 10-10:15 p.m., NBC-Blue 
(WJZ); Ralston Purina Co. (Ry- 
Krisp), Gardner agency. 








FOR WEATHER 
REMARKS 


Bob Elson, broadcasting the Chi- 
cago Bears-New York Giants pro- 
fessional football championship play- 
off Sunday afternoon (21) from Chi- 
cago, twice got himself tangled in 
the new ruling by the War and Navy 
Departments against airing of weath- 
er information. First occasion drew 
wired rebukes, while on the second 
occurrence, Elson was faded off the 
alr. 

In giving the pre-game setup and 
color, the broadcaster described the 
field and then remarked that it was 
a fine day in Chicago, with a light 
wind from the such-and-such direc- 
tion. Government officials and sev- 
eral Mutual execs immediately tele- 
graphed Elson to confine himself to 
the game. When he referred to the 
weather a second time during the 
contest, engineers at WGN, Chicago, 
feeding the broadcast to the rest of 
the network, faded out his voice un- 
til he got back to the action on the 
field. 








Army-Contact Radioites 
Mugged and Ticketed 


In All Seattle Stations! 


Seattle, Dec. 23. 
All have fur- 


nished executives, 


radio stations here 
department heads, 


engineers, technicians, etc. with 
identification 


of the holder and a description. 


CUT BOB ELSON 


cards bearing picture} 


Sudden war outbreak Dec. 7, 
causing wholesale disruption of local 
and network programming, was also 
a major headache for radio writers. 
Situation has since eased somewhat, 
but is by no means back to normal. 
It probably won’t be for some time 
and, in fact, may become hectic again 
without warning on any flareup of 
military or naval action, or in case 
of air raids against U. S. cities. 

In some instances, total cancella- 
tion of programs proved a break for 
the writers. That was true where 
the authors are paid a regular week- 





ly rate, as the cancellation of the 
| broadcast merely meant one less 
'seript to be written. However, 


where the writer is paid so much per 
script, the cancellation meant the 
loss of a week’s work and consequent 
loss of income. In other instances, 
where programs were drastically cut 
to permit the insertion of late news 
bulietins, it required frantic last- 
minute script revisions by the 
authors. 

All such conditions have been 
worse on dramatic shows than on 
variety Or musical programs, as the 
continuity is much more important 
on the former than on the latter. 
Thus, where a nflsical show could 
merely drop a number or cut out a 
chorus, the dramatic script would re- 
quire careful revision so no vital 
story element would be missing. In 
the case of programs heard during 
the early part of last week, before 
network schedules were fairly well 
adapted to new conditions, authors 
made various optional cuts of differ- 
ent lengths in advance. 


Pace and Form 


Since any dramatic script is al- 
ready tightly packed and, if well 
written, has carefully constructed 
form and pace, that required more 
work than might be readily sup- 
posed. It also involved extra re- 
hearsal of the several story versions, 
In some cases, both in dramatic and 
variety of music shows, there were 
news cut-ins made while the pro- 
gram was actually being broadcast, 
but,those in the studio were unaware 
at the time they were off the air 
and, of course, there was nothing for 
the author to do about it, even if a 
vital element in the story was 
dropped. 

In the case of daytime serials, the 
disruption of schedules was an ex- 
treme headache 





regardless of in- 
dividual conditions. Even if a single 
episode was cancelled in advance 
and the writer was thereby saved 
| a script, the resultant shuffling of 
| story outline probably involved 
| greater work. For, with most se- 
| rials, the plot doesn’t run along on 
a continuous line, but is supposed 
to be divided into separate epi- 
| sodes, with a distinct lift in listener 


No cards issued to talent or office | 


who 


“al 
lais 


restricted to those 
in contact with Army offi 
or who have 


miiter 


occasion to visit trans- } 
pick up copy or give instruc- | 


tions | 


CONNOR NAMED RADIO 
| COORDINATOR ON COAST 


Hollywood, Dec, 23. 
Southern California Broadcasters 
Ass’n last week appointed Richard 
Connor, advertising and radio figure 
on the Coast, as coordinator during 
the emergency. He will set up an 
organization to clear all requests 
from defense groups for air time. 
Connor will withdraw from adver- 
tising for the duration and deyote 
his full time to coordinating the 
work of defense organizations and 
the 24 stations in the southern Cali- 
fornia area. 





Salisbury on Mutual’ 


Station WBOC, Salisbury, Md., 
joins the Mutual network tomorrow 
(Thursday). Outlet operates on 1230 


ike, with 250 watts power, unlimited 


time. ~ 
Brings the total number of affili- 
ates to 193 


i tional 


the end of every five 
a week’s schedule. Thus, 
roadcast were cancelled, 
the entire week’s 
of balance. 


each day’s stanza is 


interest at 
chapters, or 
if a single b 
it would throw 
story outline out 
Similarily 
upposed » build audience interest 
stead ly tov ird a c] max So tl e 
ig of several lines 
ript might spoil the 
program's dramatic effect, even if 
the cut didn’t g vital 
moment in the plot. During the last 
authors of daytime serials 
intensively to provide op- 
cuts of various lengths for 
each day's installment and, in some 
cases, to rewrite an entire week’s 
schedule because of the cancella- 
tions of the Monday (8) chapter for 
the broadcast of President Roose- 
velt’s war message to Congress. 
Unless that day’s episode was an 
isolated bit of story not imme- 
| diately affecting the plot line, they 
could merely drop the installment 
and use it at some later date. But 
most serials maintain a_ fairly 
straight story and could not omit an 
episode without leaving a gap in 
the continuity. Where only the re- 
peat broadcast was cancelled, with 
the regular program going on as 
usual (or vice-versa) the author was 
required to do some delicate re- 
writing of one or the other to bring 
the two shows back 


“om tne sc 


occur during a 


week 
worked 
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The $200,000 which the Govern- 
ment handed to WRUL, Boston, last 
spring was its first and last effort at 
subsidization of a shortwave broad- 
caster. This is the gist of edict re- 
cently handed down by Coordinator 
of Information William J. Donovan 
at a meeting of shortwave execs in 
Washington. Any general policy of 
subsidization will apparently be 
strictly avoided. 

Leading to Donovan’s pronounce- 
ment was a report recently in a New 
York daily that CBS was to get 
$250,000. It was promptly denied as 
untrue, but led to a tidal wave of 
other shortwave operators descend- 
ing on Washington to claim what 
they felt was their share. 

It was partially the (1) unfairness 
of subsidizing one station and (2) the 
tremendous cost of subsidizing all 
that led to the new policy. 

More important than these reasons, 
however, for holding back on future 
coin is the desire that tne outlets 
remain independent. One group def- 
initely does not want the stations 
‘tainted’ by Government money. Re- 
sult of that would be word getting 
around that they are controlled by 
Washington and they might take on 
the same tinge of unreliability in the 
viewpoint of foreign listeners that 
the official stations of Germany, 
Italy, Japan, and other countries 
have. 


British Editor 
Discs Chppered 
To WBAP, Ft. W. 


Fort Worth, Dec. 23. 


An exclusive transcribed interview 
between Charles Eade, editor of the 
London Sunday Dispatch, and a BBC 
announcer, was presented during the 
Suburban Editor program at 10 a.m. 
Dec. 18, via WBAP. Station wrote 
the British editor for a transcribed 
interview concerning London news- 
paper publication problems nearly a 
year ago. The British editor’s first 
set of discs were lost at sea but a 
second request from the WBAP man 
brought another set of discs over in 
11 days by Yankee Clipper. The 
discs are on aluminum and of highest 
quality. So unusual is the nature and 
subject material of the interview that 
there will be a repeat broadcast at 
10:50 a.m., Jan. 2, on KGKO, 











Inkspots’ Radio Pickups 


The Inkspots quartet will be 
picked up on sustaining broadcasts 
by NBC-Red from various cities on 
its theatre tour beginning Dec. 31 
from Chicago. Group will air thrice 
weekly, at different times, doing the 
programs from studios of station on 
the Red chain in each city. 

After Chicago programs will em- 
anate from Milwaukee, Omaha, 


Price of Artistry 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Femme film player, whose 
name no longer lights up the 
marquees but for some rea- 
son or other still commands 
$5,000 for a guest shot ,was asked 
to do one of the better 
dramatic spots on a high C. A. 
B. show. She tossed it off with, 
‘’'d rather work for less with 
Orson Welles; his show is s0 
much more artistic.’ 

The ‘less’ amounted to exactly 
$4,000. 


GREAT NEED 
FOR ELECTRONIC 
MEN 


Washington, Dec. 23. 


Another plea for more switch- 
throwers, dial-twisters and key- 
pounders—to help serve the nation 
in its hour of need—went forth 
from the Federal Security Agency 
Thursday (18). Uncle Sam is hav- 
ing a terrible time getting enough 
men with knowledge of Tadio-elec- 
tronics. Free training in marine 
radiotelegraphy is offered now, with 
the emphasis being placed on the 
future prospects for amateurs who 
have been gagged since this country 
went to war. 

Professionals will not be turned 
down, though the most recent bid 
is for amateurs. Students will get 
paid during the training period, be- 
sides receiving food, clothes, quar- 
ters, medical care and other bene- 
fits. 


FULTON LEWIS TALKS 
ON SPITALNY SHOW 


Fulton Lewis already heard six 
nights a week over Mutual and 
WHN, New York, starts Jan. 4 to do 
a five-minute spot on the Phil Spi- 
talny ‘Hour of Charm’ program 
Sunday nights on NBC-Red (WEAF) 
for General Electric. Deal is for a 
minimum of six weeks. 1 

Commentator’s interpolation will 
originate in Washington and will 
contain material prepared under the 
direction of the division of informa- 
tion, of the Office of Emergency 
Management, dealing with informa- 
tion about priorities and availability 
of materials. 

This will replace the ‘charming 
co-ed’ contest which has been a fea- 
ture of the program since last fall. 




















Don Searle, general manager for 
KOIL-KFAB-KFOR, has been ap- 
pointed radio head on the Nebraska 





Pittsburgh, etc. 


Defense Board. 





Central Council of Four A’s Meets 





One Speaker Calls Attention to ‘Can’t Help Enemy’ 
3. Characteristics of Television and FM 





Chicago, Dec. 23. 

Central Council of the American 
Association of Advertising Agencies 
held its yearly get-together last 
week, with exec sessions presided 
over by Guy Smith of Brooke, 
Smith, French & Dorrance agency, 
Detroit. Media group meeting was 
headed by Otto Stadelman of Need- 
ham, Louis & Brorby agency, me- 
chanical production meeting was un- 
der direction of E. Thomas McBreen 
of J. Walter Thompson agency, 
while R. Jack Scott of Schwimmer 
& Scott agency topped the radio 
group meet. 

High spot of the radio meeting as 
arranged by Scott was the demon- 
stration and talk on television by 
William C. Eddy, television director 
cf Balaban & Katz station, W9XBK. 
Eddy, taking the national situation in 
consideration, stated that television 


and FM will probably be the only 
services maintained in full during 
emergency periods since their beam 
is too short to be of service to the 
enemy. 

Eddy demonstrated a new electro 
micrometer drop for transcription 
work in new high fidelity sound, 
developed for television, but which 
already has found application if ra- 
dio broadcasting. 

Speaking on advertising under title 
of ‘Role of Advertising in Changing 
American Life’ was Dr. Harold 
Rugg of Columbia University. Fred- 
eric R. Gamble managing director 
of the AAAA, spoke under title of 
‘That Men May Understand.’ Also 
present was Dr. Robert M. Hutchins, 
prez of the University of Chicago, 
who joined in the general discussion 
on principles of advertising follow- 





ing the Rugg and Gamble addresses. 


LARRY SCHWAB’S IDEA 


Orch 





Benny Baker, Lyn Murray 
Auditioned by CBS 





ColumBfa auditioned Monday (29) 
a half-hour musical comedy which 
Laurence Schwab produced and 
George Marion, Jr., wrote. Title of 
the shows is ‘Make Mine Music.’ 

Cast includes Benny Baker, Katie 
Stevens, Jack Smith and Lyn 
Murray. 


Johns-Manville Takes 
Over Elmer Davis News 
On CBS From Palmolive 


Johns-Manville Corp., will assume 
the sponsorship of the nightly news 
summaries by Elmer Davis on CBS, 
starting Jan. 4. Deal involves an 
annual expenditure of around $750,- 


000 in time and talent. The account, 
which is represented by the J. 
Walter Thompson agency, will use 
the period (8:55-9 p.m.) to plug its 
iz.sulation material, which is not con- 
cerned much by priorities. It is 
understood that the project has gov- 
ernment blessing on the theory that 
if householders insulate the roof and 
walls properly they will be able to 
conserve in coal and other fuel 
necessary to national defense. 
Contract with Johns-Manville re- 
lieves CBS of a delicate situation 
that has existed in recent weeks be- 
tween the network and Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet, plus the agency on 
the Palmolive business, Ward Whee- 
lock. As the result of recriminations 
from the latter source Columbia 
conducted extensive research jobs 
on the listening and merchandising 
effectiveness of the Davis broadcasts. 
The network engaged an outside or- 
ganization net only to check 
listenership but to determine what 
percentage of those who said they 
had heard the summaries had, after 
the space of a week or so, Palmolive 
soap in their bathrooms or pantries. 
The dispute also involved the use of 
a woman blurb-reader on the series. 
After a while a male announcer was 
substituted. Sinee the Pearl Harbor 
incident the Davis interludes have 
been preceded by the statement 
that ‘Palmolive was relinquishing its 
time.’ 

The contracting of Davis by 
Johns-Manville means the loss of a 
sponsor for Frazier Hunt. Account 
had been using Hunt in the 6:16-6:15 
spot on the same network. Hunt’s 
hookup takes in 24 stations, whereas 
the Davis lineup figures 90 outlets. 
Radio manufacturing division of 
General Electric is said to be con- 
sidering taking over that 6:10 period 
for either Hunt of John Gunther, 


HUDSON HAWLEY JOINS 
STANLEY RICHARDSON 


Hudson Hawley has quit NBC to 
become editorial assistant to Stan- 
ley Richardson, co-ordinator of 
shortwave broadcasting. 

At NBC Hawley was news editor 
of the international division, 

















JAP CAP GOES FREE 


Police Can’t Prove He Buried Radio 
Equipment 








Mexico City, Dec. 23. 

Capt. Tunezio Wachi, ex-naval at- 
tache of the Japanese legation here, 
talked his way out of a tight radio 
case that had puzzled the police. 
Wachi was summoned to police head- 
quarters for questioning. Cops, act- 
ing on the tip of a peon, found a 
250-watt radio receiving set and two 
typewriters with Japanese characters 
buried in a deep ditch in a local 
suburb. The police failed in all at- 
tempts to make the Japanese admit 
that the set was a sender. He ex- 
plained that the set and the type- 
writers had been thrown away be- 
cause they were ‘unserviceable.’ 

Asked why he had gone to so much 
trouble and to so great a distance 
from the legation to discard these 
articles, a chore that required the 
services of two Japanese attendants, 
Wachi answered blandly: ‘Oh, I 
didn’t want people to see.’ 

He was freed. 





KSFO on Weed List 


KSFO, San Francisco, has turned 
over its national sales representation 
to Weed & Co. 

The station used to be with the 
Edward Petry office. 





Milwaukee Rubs Out Germanic — 
Tinges in Local Radio Programs 





. ° 
Seeking Flying Boys 
Washington, Dec. 23. 

Cuffo discs for patriotic sta- 
tions will help carry the Army 
appeal for 30,000 pilots, bom- 
bardiers, and navigators. Gene 
Krupa gets most of the credit. 
Specially -written ‘Keep "Em 
Flying’ is being distributed to all 
transmitters by the War Depart- 
ment. Records are a gift of Co- 
lumbia Recording Co. Tune is 


defense. 


GERMAN MUSIC 
DRAWS WTMJ 
PAN MAIL 


Milwaukee, Dec. 23. 
Although Heinie and His Grena- 
diers have tried to Americanize 
their German band type program on 
WTMJ, even to eliminating ‘Ach, du 


Lieber Augustin’ as their theme song 
after 10 years of use, cutting all Teu- 
tonic dialect in their comedy chatter 
and playing music of all nations in- 
Térlarded with frequent patriotic 
airs and Government defense plugs, 
they are still the target of much 
criticism. 
The Milwaukee Journal, owner of 
WTMJ, in its ‘From The People’ 
column on Saturday (20) published 
and commented upon a sample pro- 
test, which is typical of the manner 
in which many people here are ex- 
pressing themselves. It reads: 
‘Heinie and German Music’ 
‘To The Journal: As a sincere and 
loyal American living in a pro-Nazi 
centre and as a constant subscriber 
to The Milwaukee Journal for about 
20 years, I should like to say that 
my family and many others with 
whom I come in contact are exceed- 
ingly weary of hearing ‘Heinie and 
His Grenadiers’ on your noontime 
radio program. 
‘If you are American—and I pre- 
sume you are—it seems to me that it 
would be your desire at all times 
and particularly this chaotic time to 
do ali in your power to have your 
newspaper manifest the true spirit 
of Americanism. And _ certainly 
Heinie and his German music have 
no place in our program. 
‘As Mayor Zeidler so aptly said 
the other day, every day should now 
be Flag Day. I suggest that instead 
of having ‘Heinie’ you let us have 
a good, true American name, playing 
American music—even in the city of 
Milwaukee. Seems to me it would 
be far more apropos. 
‘I should like a reply with what- 
ever comment you may have in de- 
fense of retaining ‘Heinie.’ 
Housewife. 
Wauwatosa, Wis. 











Editorially in another column the 
Journal came to the defense of 





— 


¥ 


a special contribution to national . 





WOV's 5th General M 





Milwaukee, Dec. 23, 

With the United States now en. 
gaged in a declared war, there hag 
been further purging of radio pro. 
grams here. Germanic influences 
have been practically eliminated, 
Only foreign language broadcasts 
originating here now are those in 
Polish, Yiddish and Czech. 


WEMP, which had more foreign 
language programs than any other 
local station, had the biggest job to 
do; over a year ago its German 
broadcast was renamed the Sunshine 
hour. Now even announcements are 
being made only in English, as are 
all commercials, and the same ig 
true of Italian programs. 


Latest crackdown came recently 
when Slovakia, Hitler stooge State, 
declared war on the United Statgs, 
and Slovak programs were at once 
eliminated. All broadcasts are 
checked closely to enforce strict 
compliance with the new rules. 

WTMJ has had no foreign language 
broadcasts for a long time, but 
‘Heinie and His Grenadiers,’ a Gere 
man band type program and sta- 
tion’s best local commercial, hag 
been subjected to criticism on ace 
count of its preponderance of em- 
phatically German music and the 
German dialect used in the chatter, 
Toning down of the German angle 
has been evident for some time, but 
most pronouncedly since Thursday’s 
declaration of war between the 
United States and Germany. ‘Ach, 
du lieber Augustin’ has been the 
band’s opening theme and signature 
for 10 years, but even that was 
eliminated after Thursday. German 
expressions were dropped in the 
comedy dialog, and an obvious ef- 
fort made to diversify the musical 
programs by using Russian, Spanish, 
Polish, Latin American and Finnish 
(Sibelius) compositions. 

WISN, like WEMP, has a Sune 
shine hour slanted to the German- 
American listeners in this area, and 
conducted by Bernhard Hofmann, 
head of the Steuben society here, 
but it is entirely in the English lan- 
guage; in fact, all alien tongues have 
been eliminated by this station for 
the last six months. 





Heinie and his music under a head- 
line ‘Patriotism or Hysteria.’ After 
citing events of the World War No, 
1, and giving credit for sincerity to 
the letter writer, The Journal says 
‘The question is of the individ- 
ual, not of a group. If there is 
one thing we have in America 
it is the belief in a man for what 
he is worth, not for the race of 
his ancestors.* * * The music of 
Heinie’s band is enjoyed by 
many thousands, They are mu- 
sic lovers who rate Bach and 
Schubert and Wagner, Verdi and 
Rossini, for their music. To re- 
fuse this music to those who 
enjoy it would be to cut down 
the world’s store of beauty. 
And for what? Some sort of 
fancied symbol that we are thus 
being more patriotic. 
‘We need to remember that we 
are at war with foreign foes, not 
with our neighbors.*** 





anager In Year 





Harry Henschel Succeeds Dailey—Ferrari-Hutton As 
Italian Censor—Dick Gilbert to WHN 





TOWN HALL ENJOINS 
SIMILARLY NAMED ORG 


Nationwide injunction has been 
granted Town Hall, Inc., of New 





York, restraining The Associated 
Town Halls, Inc, from using 
that name or from conducting 


any business under that name in 
competition with Town ‘Hall, Inc. 
Writ was handed down by Circuit 
Court Judge John Biggs, of the U.S. 
District Court at Wilmington, Del. 
Town Hall, Inc., obtained a similar 
injunction last year in New York 
State Supreme Court, but had to 
bring an action in the Wilmington 
court because The Associated Town 





Halls is a Delaware corporation. 








Harry D. Henschel, a brother-in- 
law of Arde Bulova, is replacing 
Vincent Dailey as general manager 
of WOV, New York City. He is num- 
ber five in the station’s list of gen- 
eral managers this year. Others were 
Naylor Rogers, Arthur Simon and 
Paul Girard. 

It’s understood station will be ine 
creasingly all-Italian in daytime op- 
eration. Mario Ferrari-Hutton bee 
comes program director and censor, 
Kennedy Lidlam, supervisor of ope 
erations recently, becomes an ane 
nouncer while Oscar Rose is new 
night manager. 

Meantime WOV’s ‘Fifth Avenue 
Troubadour,’ Dick Gilbert, has re- 
signed from station to move over to 
WHN as of Christmas day. 
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Government Still Skeptical About 


Foreign Language Broadcasts But 
Accepts Thesis of Usefulness 


+ 





Washington, Dec. 23. 

Foreign-tongue broadcasters—look 
out! 

Protestations that alien lingo pro- 
grams are vital to insure sup- 
port of the U. S. by ‘no sabe’ dialers 
haven't erased suspicions that dis- 
loyal announcers or scripters may 
sneak in coded information for filth 


“columnists. The FCC monitors are 


paying Icose attention to the out- 
peuring from stations with foreign 
constituents. 

No protests against the foreign- 


language stations are acknowledged | 


at the Commish. But it’s an open 
secret that the long-standing check 
on such transmitters has been tight- 
ened and missteps may be painful. 
The government realizes that mil- 
lions of immigrants pay more at- 
tention to what they hear than to 
what they see, but still doesn’t trust 
the spielers. 

Stern warnings that the alien- 
dialect plants should take the defen- 
sive were only mild, it seems. With 
the U. S. riding herd, but not for- 
bidding as a general thing, the for- 
eign programs, license-holders should 
double, redouble, and then intensify 
their supervision. Fifth-columnist 
scripters and announcers are be- 
lieved on the loose. The station 
owners run the risk of losing their 
investments if unable to vouch for 
every interpreter. 


CONTINUE FINNISH TONGUE 


Some Objection Because of Finns’ 
Link to Nazis 











Duluth, Dec. 23. 

Stations WEBC and KDAL, which 
have early morning news broadcasts 
in Finnish are experiencing difficul- 
ties over continued use of Finn pro- 
grams since declaration of war be- 
tween U. S. and Nazi forces. Many 
protests have come to stations and 
into open via ‘Letters to the Editor’ 
in dailies. 
sponsored by Russell-Miller Milling 
Co., but KDAL is news sustainer. 
Actually commentators broadcast 
only translation of UP dispatches, 
but the fact that the news is given 
out in a foreign language has had its 
repercussions, 

Onni Laine is veteran of Finn pro- 
grams, his early morning news hav- 
ing been a local feature for five 
years. He has a big following and 
his mail averages 150 letters a day. 

Stations are sitting tight and are 


continuing news broadcasts, as thou- | 


sands of Finnish residents have no 
other way of finding out what is go- 
ing on in the world unless they sub- 
scribe to a Finnish newspaper. 


Lyn Murray Marries 
Actress Florence Baker 


Florence Baker, radio actress, was 
married yesterday morning (Tues- 
day) to Lyn Murray, the composer- 
arranger-conductor. They left for a 
two-week honeymoon in Miami. 

Murray was formerly married to 
Carol Irwin, daytime radio head of 
Young & Rubicam. She has since 
remarried. 
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IN NOVEMBER 


43% 


of all national spot adver- 
tising on the air in Baltimore 
was carried by WFBR. 
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STAYING WITH JWT 


Maury Holland, Joe Bigelow Not 
Moving With Bergen Program 








Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Radio producer Maury Holland 
and script writer Joe Bigelow are 
Staying with the J. Walter Thomp- 


CASH BONUS MATCHED 
BY BOND EQUIVALENT 


San Antonio, Dec. 23. 
All employees of station KTSA 
will receive a double surprise this 


year. As the station management’s 
bonus to its employees it will give 
each a week’s extra salary and also 
its equivalent in United States Sav- 
ings Bonds and Stamps. A special 
Christmas party was held in the 
Station’s studios on Saturday night 
(20) at which time the presentations 
were made. 

All employees of KABC will re- 
ceive Christmas bonus of one week’s 
extra salary. 











son agency after the Chase & San- 
born Edgar Bergen show swings 
over to Kenyon & Eckhardt. 

They’re assigned to the Ballantine 
show, with Bob Brewster, who cur- 
rently produces the beer program, 
and Sam Moore, scripter, moving 
over to the Old Gold opus. 


Korholz Closes With WHN 
To Back Wythe Wiliams; 
Bank’s ‘Newsreel’ Hour 


Wythe Williams, who only last 
week started a _ five-nights-a-week 
comment series on WHN, New York, 
is already being sponsored by Break- 
stone cheese. Contract was placed 
through Food Industries, Inc., by 
Herbert Korholz. 


Morris Plan Industrial Bank of 
New York has taken over sponsor- 
ship of WHN’s ‘Newsreel Theatre’ 
from 11 to 12 nightly on a 13-weék 
contract through the Gotham agency. 
Hearn department store has _ re- 
newed the Saturday morning ‘Kid- 
die Quiz Show.’ Deal was set by 
Milton Rosenberg. 

Other WHN contracts for last 
week include Paul Haskel & Sons, 
pawnshop, participating spots on 
Bruce Wendell’s recorded series, 
through the Kupsick agency; Para- 
mount Pictures, spot announcements 
to plug ‘Birth of the Blues,’ through 
the Buchanan agency; Simon & 
Schuster, five-minute blurbs for its 
income tax books, through North- 
west agency; Dill Co., for Espotabs, 
announcements for 39 weeks, start- 
ing Jan. 5, and Duff ginger bread, 
| daily spots through W. Earl Both- 
| well agency. 


WNYC CONCENTRATING 
ON CIVILIAN DEFENSE 


WNYC, municipally-owned station 
in New York City, is cancelling its 
two dramatic programs to concen- 

















| trate on civilian defense shows. 
First of the latter, ‘We’re Prepared,’ 
dealing with the work of the dif- 
ferent civilian defense organizations, 
started Sunday (21), and will be 
heard at 5-5:30 p.m. Station will 


supply recordings of that and other 
civilian defense stanzas to other out- 
lets throughout the country. In ad- 
dition, it plans a program about 
children in civilian defense and 
will act as a clearing house for 
questions and answers on the entire 
subject. 

Two dramatic series being dropped 
by the station are ‘Creative Amer- 
ica’ and ‘Great Novels.’ Mitchell 
Brayson, program director of the 
station, is producing the new shows. 

. = 








Press Relations Better 


Detroit, Dec. 23. 


dropped columns several years ago, 
have improved considerably during 
the past few weeks. Detroit Times 
has more or less hooked up with 
WXYZ, the King-Trendle station, 
while the Detroit Free Press and 
WJR have joined hands in mutual 
cooperation. 

Whether this presages return of 
radio columns in the newspapers is 
not yet indicated, but the situation 
has now developed where three 
competing newspapers have hooked 
up with three competing radio sta- 
tions in definite alignments. 

Sole exception to the strained ra- 
dio-press relations hitherto prevail- 
ing was WWJ, original Detroit News 
station, which has a kindred owner- 
ship and preserved diplomatic re- 
lations with the News despite that 
the paper discontinued its radio 
column along with other dailies. 





| Relations between press and radio | 
in this territory, where newspapers | 


Deep River Boys, NBC sustaining 
| quartet, open at the Empire, Syra- 
|cuse, New Year's eve. They follow 
with another week of personals 
|starting Jan. 9 at the Paradise, 


Detroit. 





Let Foreign-Speaking Hear It In 
Own Language From Us, Not 
From Shortwave of Foe —WBYN 





Extreme precautions in line with 
N.A.B. recommendations have been 
ordered for station WBYN, Brooklyn, 
in the matter of foreign-language 
stuff. Station has Italian, German, 
Greek, Spanish and other languages. 
Griffith Thompson has ordered that 
all non-English programs or blurbs 
be preceded with this statement: 

‘Station WBYN is about to 
broadcast an authenticated Asso- 
ciated Press news program in the 

(name of) language, in order 

that the many loyal Americans 

in our audience who can be ef- 





fectively reached only in (name 
of language) may be accurately 
informed of the news. We ask 
our English-speaking listeners to 
remember that it is of vital itm- 
portance to civilian morale that 
these good people receive ac- 
curate news reports, lest they 
turn to short-wave propaganda 
from enemy countries.’ 





Royal E. Penny of WBT, Chare 
lotte, N.C., to Atlanta, New Orleans 
and other Southern cities, to call on 
clients and agencies. 





aetna 





a 





e 








(ois 


+K 


> 


+ ixteen years ago—on Christmas Eve~KMOX began 
broadcasting for the very first time. 
That week, a St. Louis newspaper reported, “The an- 
nouncement of station KMOX coming on the air has had 
an electrical effect on the radio market. Christmas radio 
set sales are breaking all records.” Another paper pre- 
dicted, “wonderful entertainment is in store for us, espe- 
cially with the great programs of The Voice of St. Louis.” 
We have all come a long way in radio since then. 
Today, almost everyone in the St. Louis market owns a 
radio. As for that prophecy of “wonderful entertainment,” 
today, most St. Louis radio sets are tuned to KMOX 
most of the time! 
On our sixteenth birthday, we thank the nation’s 
advertisers who have made possible this great growth of 
KMOX. We know the best way to show our apprecia- 
tion is to make our seventeenth year the greatest yet. 


It’s going to be! 


KMOX 


THE VOICE OF ST. LOUIS © Ces 


tmas Eve 
% 1925 and 194] 



































“UNSURPASSED TECH- 
NICOLOR ... SHOULD 
BE EXCEPTIONALLY 
GOOD BOXOFFICE!” 
—THE INDEPENDENT 
“LAVISH AND BEAUTI- 
FUL ROMANCE... 
Hayden's feminine fol- 


lowing will flock to see 


him ... Miss Carroll 
breath-taking!” 


—HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


“CARROLL AND HAYDEN 
IDEAL PHOTOGENIC 
LEADS... Miss Carroll 
gorgeous . . . Hayden 
will be a big magnet for 
feminine customers!" 
—FILM DAILY 
“PHOTOGRAPHED 
MAGNIFICENTLY ... 
Madeleine Carroll more 
attractive than ever... 


Stirling Hayden hand- 
some blonde!” 


MOTION PICTURE DAILY 


ds MAD Mey PSL 


naps ey NOE Gee 











aielall 


MAX FLEISCHER'S. * 
Studios present 


Produced by 
MAX FLEISCHER 


Directed by 
DAVE FLEISCHER 
A Paramount Picture 


1941. by Paramount Picture: 
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ROBERT PRESTON 


Martha O'Driscoll 
Philip Merivale + Eva Gabor 3 


Directed by RALPH MURPHY 


Screen Play by Lester Cole and 
: W.P. Lipscomb +: Based ona story 
by Franz Spencer and Curt Siodmak 


In 


ROM 'THE HOTTEST COMPANY / | 
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CONGRESSMEN STRESS GOV'T CONTROL 
OF RADIO STRICTLY FOR WARTIME ONLY 





President Given Legal Authority for Emergency 
Seizures if Necessary But House Members Under- 
line ‘No Government Ownership’ 





Washington, Dec. 23. 

Strong opposition to government 
ownership or operation of com- 
munications was registered last 
week by the House Interstate Com- 
merce Committee in the report ad- 
vocating passage of an amendment 
to Section 606 of the Communica- 
tions Act, to give the President more 
power to take over the wire facili- 
ties whenever war conditions neces- 
sitate. On the house floor, mem- 
bers of the group reiterated their 
antipathy for any such ideas, in- 
sisting the original proposal of the 
FCC had been revised so there could 
be no doubt the emergency powers 
were not continued after peace is 
declared. Minor reasons for the 
overhauling was to minimize the 
danger of government censorship 
over private communications by tele- 
phone and telegraph. 

In its formal report justifying the 
extraordinary grant of power, the 


SS 





house committee said it ‘wishes to 
emphasize that its approval of the 
proposed legislation in no way in- 
dicates approval of the general pol- 
icy of government control of own- 
nership of communication facilities. 


Moreover, it is clear that no govern- 
ment agency plans to take over and 
operate communication systems in 
general. This legislation is nec- 
essary, however, to enable the Pres- 
ident, in particular instances, im- 
mediately to control and use wire 
facilities when wartime needs de- 
mand such immediate action. There 
is no law which now gives the Pres- 
ident such power.’ 


Further assurance came from 
Rep. Charles Wolverton, of New 
Jersey, the ranking Republican com- 
mitteeman. Explaining the original 
FCC suggestion was ‘too broad,’ 
Wolverton told the house, the leg- 
islation is not to be ‘taken as any 
indication of a willingness to support 
government ownership of our com- 








munications system.’ Chairman 
Clarence F. Lea, of California, 
added the reminder that ‘one effect 
of this amendment could be to pro- 
hibit any exercise of censorship over 
domestic communications by wire, 
so far as the provisions of this bill 
are concerned.’ Rep. Charles Hal- 
leck, Indiana Republican, stressed 
‘the attitude of the committee in 
respect to general governmental 
operation or taking over,of com- 
munication facilities,’ while Rep. 
Lyle Boren, Democratic insurgent 
from Oklahoma, snorted the lan- 
guage is broad enough to allow the 
government to grab press service 
wires. 

Considerable misunderstanding 
about the effect of this legislation 
was revealed in Congress, as wel 
as in daily press stories. Accord- 
ing to all proponents and persons 
professing to understand the propo- 
sition, nothing in the amendment 
added powers to confiscate radio— 
already clearly set out in the 1934 
statute—but the wire services and 
scribes, as well as some congress- 
men, persisted in talking about the 
bill as giving the President further 
authority to snatch broadcasting 
properties. Careful reading of the 
text indicates it is confined solely 
to land lines. 














We're proud 


department winning the Variety 


Plaque for Public Relations. 
Proud for them—but even prouder, 
because the award was given for 


the noble art of “‘getting results’’. 


THE MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM_ | 


of our publicity 





Scott Howe Bowen Dies at53 





‘A Spectacular Figure of Early Spot Broadcasting— 
Ran WIBX, Utica, in Latter Years 





Scott Howe Bowen, 53, who played 
a major role in pioneering the sale 
and establishing of the institution 
of spot broadcasting, died of a heart 
attack at his West Palm Beach home 
Dec. 22. For the past several years 
Bowen’s radio activities have been 
confined to the operation of his 
Utica, N. Y. station, WIBX. Despite 
his erratic temperament, Bowen was 
regarded as one of the most bril- 
liant creative minds produced by the 
radio industry. 


Bowen {s credited with two firsts 
in radio. He was the first to rep- 
resent stations in the national sales 
field on an exclusive basis, estab- 
lishing a rate of commission (15%), 
which became standard throughout 
the industry. It was while he was 
stili in the general time brokerage 
business that Brown engaged in 
hooking up by telephone wires 
groups of stations, making him the 
first and only non-network buyer of 
long lines. During the height of his 
operation as a general broker Bow- 
en’s list included every major out- 
let in the country, except WEAF 
and WJZ, N. Y. 

Bowen is also credited with bring- 
ing the Bulova account into radio 
and with the development of one of 
spot broadcasting’s biggest money 
campaigns, the underwriting of the 
‘Chandor, the Magician’ transcrip- 
tions by Beechnut Packing. The 
change in Bowen's fortunes as a sta- 
tion rep came in 1933, when the 
leading outlets on his list left him 
to place their representation with 
offices that limited themselves to 
a single station in each market. 
Bowen sought to rebuild his posi- 
tion in this particular branch of the 
business by organizing a project 
tagged Group Broadcasting, Inc. It 
was to be co-operative. Each major 
station that leaned to the idea was 
to put up $10,000 as working capital, 
while Bowen himself was to con- 
tribute $50,000. When it came time 
to close the deal Bowen found that 
family troubles had eaten so deeply 
into his wherewithal that he 
couldn't produce his $50,000, and the 
“project died. 

The Group Broadcasters’ idea was 
largely responsible for the advent 
of Radio Sales, Inc. With but one 
exception all the’ stations that Bowen 
had lined up were CBS affiliates and 
the network out of what it con- 
sidered at the time self-protection 
rushed through the organization of 
service which would sell spot time 
for its affiliates on a nominal basis. 
Eventually CBS confined the opera- 
tions of Radio Sales, Inc., to the 
representation of the owned and op- 
erated stations plus an occasional 
affiliate. The G. B. idea is also be- 
lieved to have served as the inspira- 
tion for the founding of Mutual. 

Bowen was with Colliers mag 
when the latter had a network show 
and after watching the advertising 
result of the new medium awhile 


time. His first big task in that con. 
nection was the putting together of 
networks for Gov. Al Smith, the 
Democratic party’s candidate for 
president in 1932. 

Surviving are his widow, three 
sons and a sister. 


PROD. OF RADIOS 
GETS ANOTHER 
CANADA CUT 


Toronto, Dec. 23, 


Effective Jan. i, production of 
radios in Canada will be restricted to 
half the monthly average for 1940, 
according to Munitions Minister 
Howe. The order includes auto- 
mobile radios but not those being 
manufactured for the air and other 
forces. This comes on top of the 
October reduction of 25% on radio 
output, plus the earlier freezing of 
models, for the duration. 

New order reduces manufacture by 
123,000 machines for 1942 or about 
10,000 less radios a month. Curtail- 
ment is aimed at conserving ma- 
terials and labor for the war effort. 


MESABI RANGE PAIR 
HOOKED TO NBC JAN. 1 


Duluth, Dec. 23. 

Two Mesabi range stations oper 
ated by the Head of Lakes Broad- 
casting Cc. will go NBC on Jan. 1, it 
was confirmed by W. C. Bridges, 
vice-president and general manager, 
Stations WHLB, Virginia, and 
WMFG, Hibbing, have been CBS for 
several years. 

WEBE, Duluth, will become key 
station of Arrowhead network. 


Another Texas Flour Acct. 


Fort Worth, Dec. 23. 

Morrison Milling Co., of Denton, 
Texas, has signed for 260 five-min- 
ute studio programs via KGKO, Fort 
Worth. ‘Mirandy,’ an Ozark moune 
tain rustic, provides talent. 
Peacemaker Flour is the product 
advertised, Account is handled 
direct. 




















'DuMond Names Rambeau 


Burlington, Ia., Dec. 23. 
William G. Rambeau Co., Chicago, 
has been appointed national repre- 
sentative of local station K BUR. 





Joe DuMond is general manager of 


Bowen quit his job to brokerage ! the station. 

















THE SALT W 





FLORIDA 5 F(RST STATION - 


ATER ROUTE 


Ain an 














RGA EA PREPARE EAE EEE TERA EE UE ED 4 OA EOE OG PE OOO O46 O98 1 44 


*ivisatdiry 





Pe ee ee ee ee ee Oe ee ee 


EEE ERAT PERERA TEER EAE ET ED PT PETE GSES AGE Ht Of Et A FF Et A Pe et 


ida 





“her 





























Wednesday, December 24, 1941 VARIETY 31 
= 
 — 
PEAS SA PEELE 1d eet ed et et bet et es 90 tt eat i Pe tet ets 4 FPP RER EP ERD ERA ESTED EL EEA EASE Oe et EE et et ts a a ad at a et et Pe i Pe ee 








VARIETY’S 9th Annual Radio Survey 
Makes A “‘Two-In-One’’ Award! 


“It is practically impossible for any San Franciscans possessing their 
hearing and sight to remain unenlightened about KGO and KPO” 





CECE OO Oe OOS O46 29 114491149 


Citation by VARIETY in its 1941 National 
Award to the San Francisco Division of 
NBC and to Stations KGO and KPO. 






$$ T4444 Tt 44 FT E41 








L CRE EEREERESSSLESRERSE UNSERE SUEWE SUNS S EES See Serr er es cere BPP rE VeEE NERF 


bP Pa PEPE PT EERE A PE 0 a ee ee et a es Se Oe a 





SEMERERSEEEC ECS E Tene eee eeaaeae Bt Peet EPP 2 bt ee 





1) Pte bd Pa ee 0 et et et a et eet 2a a et eee Pd 24 Bd ES EE Pt £4 B42 ek A tt a tt 99 9 it Ft 





$9 9 st eet FE Ps ee et 1 ees 
> 






KGO, through aggressive, fundamentally sound promotion is building a greater con- 
sciousness of radio in San Francisco and throughout the entire Pacific Coast . .. the last 
great frontier of American Radio. 





True, VARIETY, KGO sees the new building as “A Vibrating Symbol of San Fran- 
cisco’s Reincarnation as a Program Producing Center.” 


PEPHI PAA EEA Ea tes 


; But it is a symbol of much more than that. This building is the symbol of a quality 
: of “Big-Time” radio that San Franciscans have never known before. It is the symbol of 
a program of local talent exploitation far beyond anything heretofore possible. It is the 
symbol of a new horizon in radio sales development among local, Pacific Coast network, 
and even transcontinental network advertisers. 


(Peter 


To VARIETY, for its national recognition of our efforts to date, KGO, and the San 
Francisco Division of NBC, is grateful. 


SAN FRANCISCO'S “ G O BLUE NETWORK STATION 
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Definitely, VARIETY, KPO is “TERRIFICALLY PUBLIC RELATIONS CONSCIOUS.” 
For that is all part of the big job of building a greater interest in and appreciation of 
radio ... Part of the job of developing and exploiting the top-quality local talent which is 
so abundant... part of the job of building local and network sales volume. 


Only those who have both feet firmly planted on San Francisco soil, who know in- 
timately this great city, who enjoy the confidence of its business leaders can fully 
appreciate the tremendous possibilities which lie ahead for radio in this, the marketing 
and business center for the entire Pacific Coast. 


The tremendous nation-wide publicity which the new NBC building has attracted 
has been a big factor in building ever-higher the prestige of NBC in this city. 


That which has been accomplished to date is the basis for VARIETY’S award. But 
to all radio men, this division of NBC says, “The Job Is Only Begun ... You Haven't 
: Seen Anything Yet!” 


7 SAN FRANCISCO'S K P O RED NETWORK STATION 
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Pittsburgh — Milton Kern, an- 


+++ 





the international shortwave division 


nouncer at KQV, has been shifted to| of NBC and will broadcast Finnish 


WJAS to 
staff created by resignation of Jack 
Logan to enlist in the navy. 


Logan | Harry 


fill vacancy on spielers’| language programs beamed abroad. 


Thomas Delaney, recently with 
S. Goodman Radio Produc- 


had been with local CBS outlet for | tions, has rejoined the WWRL sales 
| staff. 


10 years. 
San Francisco—Fred 


Daiger has 


been moved from KYA to KGEI's| joined the sales promotion depart- | 


announce and news staff. Replaying 
at KYA is Bob Goerner, late of 
KROW. 





Spartanburg, S. C.—William Rat- 
cliffe has been named program divec- 
tor of Station WORD, replacing 
Robert Anthony, placed in charge of 
WSPA promotion and merchandising. 


Charles O. Hearon, press agent for | 


WSPA and WORD, has resigned to 
become secretary of Spartanburg 
Chamber of Commerce. 





Philadelphia—Robert Benson has 


been appointed chief of the wire 
room at WDAS. 
Edward Mayer, news editor of} 


WIP, has resigned to take a job with 
a Washington daily. 





Lincoln—Harry Peck, formerly 
with the KANS-KFBI setup in 
Wichita, has been slotted with the 


KFOR and KFAB announcing con« 


tingent here. 





Philadelphia. — Lester Sacks has 
joined WIBG engineering staff. He 
was formerly radio operator for the 
Norristown (Pa.) police department. 

Neil Harvey, formerly of WCAU, 
has joined WPEN announcing staff, 





Rochester, N. Y¥.—Marian Kara- 
sick, continuity writer for WSAY 
practically since’ station started, 
moves over to WHEC to succeed 
Charlotte Edwards, who resigned 
recently. William Rega took over, 
but almost immediately was called 
into Army Signal Corps and David 
Hale succeeded him. 


Albany—George Cole is a new an-| Ritchie replaces 
nouncer at WABY-WOKO, Albany. | George 


| 
| 


| 





Emily Sands, formerly with Mu- 
tual and the Buchanan agency, has 


ment of WHN, New York. 





Minneapolis — Henry Allen, for- 
merly with KYSM, Mankato, Minn., 
has joined the announcing staff of 
WLOL, Mutual outlet here. 





Boston— Walter Murphy, from CBS | 


press staff in New York, took over 
similar duties at WEEI here, suc- 
ceeding the late Dorothy Drake, 
whose duties were handled for the 
last four months by Evelyn Tolin, 
who remains as Murphy’s assistant. 





Toledo, O.—Jim Uebelhart has 
been appointed news editor at 
WSPD, having formerly been an an- 
nouncer. 

Ward Glenn, formerly with WIBC, 


Indianapolis, and WKMO, Kokomo, | 


has joined the announcing staff at 
WTOL, 





Marion, 0.—Edward W. Fox, ad- 
vertising manager of the Marion 
Star for two decades, has joined the 
commercial staff of WMRN. 





Chicago—Cliff Williams and Wayne 
Nelson have been added to the 
WIND spieler staff by Ralph Atlass. 

Williams was with the Grant ad 
agency for several years and worked 
on the ‘Dr. I. Q.’ and ‘What’s Your 
Idea?’ shows. Nelson was with 
KFJM, Grand Forks, and WBBM, 
Chicago. 





Nashville—Irving Waugh has been 


added to announcing staff at WSM. 


He’s from WTAM, Cleveland. Andy 
Bill Long, and 


Stump takes over Bill 


Takes the place of Sherb Herrick,! Round’s chores in announcing staff 


who left to join the Navy. 





New York City—Charles Malm- 
stedt, formerly a staff engineer with 


| 


} 


changes at WSIX. 





Louisville—New to the announc- 
ing staff of WGRC, New Albany- 


CBS and later editor of the Engin- |; oyisville, is John Waterman, for- 


eering Assn. magazine, has joined 








= = 





WRITERS 


Purchasing half-hour dra- 
matic radio scripts for Knick- 
erbocker Playhouse. Inter- 
ested in Professional writers 
only. Scripts must be of high 
Send 


write to Owen Vinson, 360 


calibre. material or 


North Michigan Avenue, 





| 








Chicago. 'lumbia, bringing the staff total to 10. 
|Neuworth comes in from job wit 
(Continued on page 53) 


merly with KOBH, Rapid City, S. D. 





Hartford.—Glenn Wilson has been 


‘appointed to announcing staff of 
WTIC. Formerly with WATR, 
Waterbury, WMEX, Boston, and 


| WOCB, West Yarmouth, Mass. 





Salt Lake City—-Conrad Sorenson, 
formerly of International Business 


| Machine Company, has joined KSL. 





Milwaukee—Howard M. Paul, con- 
tinuity writer for WTMJ, has been 
commissioned an ensign in the naval 
reserve and is awaiting orders. 





Springfield, Mass.—Helen Clement 


succeeds Virginia Denton as aide to | 


Wayne Henry Latham, program di- 
rector at WSPR. 





Chicago. — Orville Neuworth and 


For the Boss’ Benefit 





Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 
Pat Stanton, general manager 
of WDAS, is sending out Christ- 
mas cards with a photograph of 


the brand new home. But for 
his boss, Alexander Dannen- 
baum, he says he appended a 


special memo. 
It listed the mortgages. 











| Happily Swappable Is 
WJR Discovery On 


Engineers-Announcers 


| 


| 
| 


| 





Detroit, Dec. 23. 

Stress of the war has turned an- 
/nouncers into engineers end radio 
engineers into announcers here with 
such happy results that the process 
will be continued by Station WJR 
because of the general understand- 
ing and enhancement of breoadcast- 
ing that it has produced. 

During the 24-hour, around-the- 
clock broadcasting following the 
|outbreak of the war, the long stint 
| began to tell on men in both depart- 
|ments. As a result, Chief Control 
|Engineer Friendenthal and Chief 
|/Announcer Mitchell worked out a 
plan by which the former gave 
;mikemen a course in engineering 
and Mitchell gave speech lessons to 
the technicians. 

The switch-hitting worked out so 
well that now one man can operate 
the station during the long grinds 
with only one other man required 
at the transmitter station in Tren- 
ton, Mich. While engineers and an- 
nouncers can rotate at the studios, 
it still requires a full-fledged engi- 
neer at the transmitter but WJR 
now is full of engineer-announcers 
who can muddle through long 
stretches solo. 








Negro Holiness Church 
A New Year’s Special 


Fort Worth, Dec. 23. 

Plans to broadcast the annual New 
Year’s night service of the local 
Negro Holiness Church beginning at 
11 p.m. and running until midnight 
has been made by station WBAP. 
The station has carried this event 
yearly for more than 10 years. 

More than 500 Negroes participate 
in the ceremony, which begins with 
fervid sermonizing by a colored min- 
ister and reaches a climax at mid- | 
night with individual professions of 
faith mingled with choral and musi- 
cal activity on the part of every 
man, woman and child who can play 
instruments ranging in type from 
French harp to bass drum. 








RAMBEAU’S COAST REPS 


|W. S. Grant In Frisco—Fred Allen'| 
of KLZ In L. A. 





| Co., 








Chicago, Dec. 23. 
| William G. Rambeau rep firm is| 
expanding and now opening coast 
offices in San Francisco and Los An- 
geles. Heading the SF office will be 


|George Roosen have been added to! station rep man fer many years. 


the production staff of WBBM-Co- 


| In LA the office will be handled 
| by Fred Allen, who was commercial 

manager for KLZ, Denver, and later 
| sales chief of KFBI, Wichita. 
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In the Intermountain Market 
its KDYL... the station that 
brings the programs people 
look for ! 


KD 


“The Popular 
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Something for Everybody 





William S. Grant, who has been a} 





Minneapolis, Dec. 23. 
Going counter to the theory of 
having a strip across the board, the 
McCord Agency here has taken four 
five-minute periods 


grocers as an experiment. With en- 
tertainment talent selected from the 
WCCO staff, including singers, musi- 
cians, comedians, etc., one act will 
be presented each five-minute 
period. 

The various acts, however, will be 
tied together in friendly rivalry, 
calling attention to the next show, 
etc. In choosing the talent, the 
agency feels that it is satisfying the 
entertainment needs of all types of 
listeners, There is one five-minute 
period each on Sundays at 10:25 p.m.; 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5:30 p.m., 
and Saturdays at 10:50 a.m. 





Camp Lee, Va.—Paul Talbot, for- 
mer announcer on NBC’s television 
staff and actor on ‘Aunt Jenny’ and 
other serials, is now doing public 
relations (radio) at Camp Lee, Va. 
He was inducted into the Army in 
October. 





| 


} 
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on WCCO for | 
Griggs-Cooper, Twin City wholesale | 


ee 


Quiz Part of Film House Performance 





In This Manner WGY Commercial Avoids No-Studio. 
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Audience Penalty in Schenectady 


WAR REGULATIONS 


Studio Tours End at KDKA— 
Guards, Searchlights Now Common 








Pittsburgh, Dec. 23. 

Studio tours at KDKA have been 
banned for duration of the war by 
James B. Rock, general manager of 
station. At same time, WCAE also 
announced that visitors would be 
henceforth barred. Other’ three 
broadcasting outfits here, WJAS, 
KQV and WWSW, never permitted 
visitors at any time. 

KDKA restriction, however, will 
not affect. local programs which cus- 
tomarily have studio audiences ex- 
cept that persons who want to wit- 
ness the shows must first be properly 
identified, and applications must be 
made well in advance. 

Another local defense precaution 
was taken by WWSW, WJAS and 
KQV last week when they had huge 
spotlights installed by their trans- 
mitters, in order to sight more rapid- 
ly any sign of night-time sabotage. 
Transmitters of both KDKA and 
WCAE are under guard 24 hours a 
day. 


TEXAS HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL SPONSORED 


San Antonio, Dec. 23. 

The Magnolia Petroleum Co. is 
sponsoring the play-by-play account 
of the Texas High School Football 
Championship battles over a group 
of 30 stations, including the Texas 
State Network and the Lone Star 
Chain; as well as many independents. 
Final game is scheduled to be aired 
on Saturday, Dec. 27. 

Play-by-play accounts of the broad- 
casts have been handled by Tee 
Casper and Dave Young. 


Hartford’s F-M Activity 


Hartford, Dec. 23. 

Bob Hawthorne’s ‘Morning Watch’ 
series, heard from 7 to 8 am. daily | 
via WTIC, Hartford, for G. Fox & 
started being carried simul- 
taneously last week as the first 
sponsored show on W53H, F-M out- 
let of WTIC, which began full-time 
commercial operation Dec. 15. ‘Jack 














Says, Ask Me Another,’ a second 
WTIC sponsored program Monday 
evenings, also repeats via W53H. 


ther shows on the F-M station are 
sustainers. 

Leonard J. Patricelli, assistant to 
Thomas C. McCray, program direc- 


tor of WTIC, has charge of the 
W53H programs. Both outlets are 
operated by the Travelers Broad- 
casting Service Corp. W53H for- 
merly had experimental license | 
W1XSO. Its new transmitter being 


constructed on Avon mountain is ex- 
pected to be ready in March. 





Bill Sears to Frisco 


Salt Lake City, Dec. 23. 

William Sears,- head of Gillham 
Agency radio department, has gone 
to San Francisco and the Wesco 
Agency, reporting for duty last week. 
To date, Gillham has not filled the 
vacancy. 

Sears was formerly program di- 
rector of KUTA (NBC Blue), this 





city. 


Schenectady, N.Y., Dec. 23. 

‘The Little Red Schoolhouse,’ only 
commercial show affected by the no. 
studio-audience ban which WGY put 
into effect on outbreak of the war 
will originate Dec. 24 in Proctor’s, 
largest film house here. Half-hour 
quiz, uses teams of youngsters from 
various communities, will return to 
WGY studios New Year's Eve, but 
in subsequent weeks will again be 
aired from Proctor’s. Tickets, dis. 
tributed by Hudson Coal, will also 
admit holders to regular perform. 
ance at Proctor’s. WGY will waive 
the outside charge for an engineer, 

‘Schoolhouse,’ produced by Leigh. 
ton & Nelson, has been forced to 
eliminate audience quiz angle, near 
the end, since visuals were barred, 


FCC VOTES STATION 
TO WAYNE M. NELSON 


Washington, Dec. 23. 
The FCC decided last week that 
Tarheel listeners are. entitled to 
more service. After a hearing held 
some time ago, the kilocycle ‘cops 
voted Wayne M. Nelson of Con- 
cord, N. C., a permit to erect a sta- 
tion operating on 1410 with 1 kw 
daytimes. This is the second grant 
to a North Carolina applicant in 
the last six weeks. 
Final papers will depend on sub- 
mitting detailed plans for the an- 
tenna system and transmitter site, 











KIRO’s M’Pherson-Stryker 
Author, Merchandize Book 


Seattle, Dec. 23. 

Marge McPherson and Helen 
Stryker, ‘Housewives, Inc.,’ on 
KIRO, have published a book under 
the same title and are selling it to 
listeners for 75c. Tome 1s also on 
sale in stores. 

‘Housewives’ is a half-hour daily 
participation show, with three spon- 
sors at present: Hudson Bay Fur Co, 
Faultless Foods and West Coast Soap 
Co. 
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Ann Tenna_ says; 


Wanta cut down 


(a \ your waste-line so 
. ‘er your radio budget 
just fits the 
Metropolitan New 
York area? Let Ann 
show you where every dollar WINS 
(My spots are your spots~ 


Come up and take your chowe) 











NOW RADIO'S 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


|AUGHTER TEARS axe [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap : 99“: 100 








By JANE WEST 


MOST POPULAR 


70 pure 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EST 
WABC—5:30-5:45 EST—CBS 
COAST TO COAST 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG., NEW YORK CITY 
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| _ ‘Keep Cool and Play Ball’ 


Continued from page 3 eee 





ought to get, in the end, a clearer 
jdea where the line is drawn be- 


tween ‘harmless’ and ‘strategic’ in- 
formation. Until the categories are 
fixed more definitely, however, it 
will be up to the press services, in- 
dividual commentators, and news 
editors to use their own judgment— 
running repeated risks of Official 
displeasure. 
N. A. B.’s Guide 

To help bridge the gap, the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
gent out a ‘wartime guide’ of do's 
and don'ts, mostly repeating advice 
previously given *in confidential 
memos, general bulletins, or depart- 
mental statements. Theme of the 
whole pamphlet is that stations 
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all 
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Ask any Radio Sales office 
for moré information about 
KNX, one of the eighteen 
€BS' 50,000 watt -stations. 











should be scrupulously cautious and 
reserved. 

Commenting ‘this is a different 
war,’ the N.A.B. pointed out that 
radio is in a position with new re- 
sponsibilities and opportunities. Not 
too subtle hint was given the whole 
industry to toe the line, lest every- 
body wind up in the Federal wood- 
shed. The suggestions embraced 
ideas reflected by military authori- 
ties—whose peeve toward broad- 
casters diminshed last week—and 
other Federal agencies. 

The N.A.B.’s chief recommenda- 
tions were to ‘avoid sensationalism,’ 
always be accurate, take pains not to 
cause ‘exaggerated optimism and an 
atmosphere of defeatism and des- 
pair,’ separate war news and com- 
mercial programs (including sponsor 
plugs) as much as possible, refrain 
from artificial stimulation of public 
interest in war developments, and 
respect the wishes of all government 
agencies. Broadcasters must exer- 
cise ‘extreme care’ in relaying enemy 
communiques and should ‘remember 
the Men from Mars,’ the N.A.B. de- 
clared, checking statements from 
hostile sources with U. S. authorities 
before going on the air. 

Among the don’ts, the trade body 
told the membership not to: broad- 
cast rumors, hot tips, unconfirmed 
reports, war production figures with- 
out official permission, movements 
of vessels (both naval and commer- 
cial) or troops, numbers of men 
drafted or available for induction, 
weather information, second guess- 
ing, location of plants turning out 
war materials. 

Station managers should, on the 
other hand, ‘maintain constant vigil 
over the news machines,’ pay atten- 
tion to all official instructions, keep 
complete files of news scripts, and 
use restraint. The trade body urged 
care in using ‘attention compellers’ 
and in discouraging advertisers who 
want their copy tied closely to war 
news. 

The weather broadcasts were the 
chief instance of possible danger 
through station thoughtlessness. 
Soon after the N.A.B. urged stations 
to ‘watch sports broadcasts’ and 
eliminate any casual, incidental 
references to the atmospheric and 
climatic conditions, the Navy let go 
with its broadside that ‘a radio news 
broadcast’ from an_ unidentified 
transmitter ‘aided operation of 
enemy submarines on the Atlantic 
coast.’ Innocent help was given by 
mentioning sub-freezing weather in 
the Great Plains area, data that a 
weather-wise skipper of a hostile 
undersea craft appreciated. The 
eremy was just as able as Americans | 
to deduce that clear weather would 
exist off the Eastern seaboard in a 
short time, the Navy commented. 

Both the policies and the admin- 
istrative methods for the new cen- 
sorship remain a matter of conjec- 
ture. Price took the helm Friday 
(19) with legmen, editors and broad- 
casters wondering how he will go 
about his task. From the White 
House came strong hints the new 
censor will not engage in propa- 
ganda_ activities, while President 
Roosevelt himself scoffed at the 
thought stories or scripts will have 
to be submitted for advance 
scrutiny, The control unquestionably 
will be by standardizing depart- 


ures. But it is no secret in govern- 
ment quarters that broadcasters and 
editors are on the spot. Commen- 
tators and columnists are being 
watched closely, though no direct 
moves have been made to curtail 
their freedom to pass opinions, and 
legmen are expected to sit on in- 
formation they may pick up but 
know falls in the restricted cate- 
gories. Attorney General Biddle, 
one of the censorship policy makers, 
said the President does not contem- 
plate having Federal snoopers check 
every word put on the air or in 
print. 

Board to advise Censor Price sig- 
nificantly does not include any rep- 
resentative of the FCC. In conform- 
ity with statutory ban on Commish 
censorship, the President left Chair- 
man Fly off the panel, which com- 
prises Vice-President Wallace, Sec- 
retaries of War, Navy and Treasury, 
the Attorney General, the Post- 
master General, the Director of the 
Office of Government Reports, and 
the Director of the Office of Facts 
and Figures. Chairman is Postmas- 
ter General Walker. 


Tougher for Radio 


More comprehensive curbs are 
likely to be thrown around radio 
than around the press. Information 
considered suitable for dissemination 
at home will not be allowed over the 
air, for fear that enemy eavesdrop- 
pers will pick it up. Federal peo- 
ple think it will be possible—by 
ogling mails and wire messages—to 
prevent export of data released for 
domestic consumption via the press. 
But letting it go over the air is an- 
other thing. Separate set of rules 
for broadcasting looks probable. 


As one of his first promises, Price 
said he will tackle immediately the 
job of summarizing and answering 
the flood of pending requests about 
the extent to which radio and the 
press are expected to cooperate in 
voluntary withholding of vital infor- 
mation. 

Shortly before the censorship ap- 
pointment was announced by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, comment was made 
by Commish Chairman Fly that 
broadcasters and wire services have 
shown ‘undue concern’ over possible 
news control. He then said—a point 
which was missed by many readers 
—that ‘this Commission’ has 
thought of going in for censorship. 
Likewise, the Defense Communica- 
tions Board. Neither outfit, he said, 
has either plans or desires along 
such lines. 

Entire communications industry 
should keep its shirt on, Fly coun- 
seled in minimizing the threat of a 
broad-scale government take-over of 
private property. The legislation 
asked of Congress, he explained, is 
designed merely to give the govern- 
ment power to obtain whatever 


no | the FCC 


— 


New Faces in Frisco Radio Offices 





Columbia Alone Adds 19 to Payroll—Listening Posts 
Tune in on Orient 





San Francisco, Dec. 23. 


office here with 19 new names on the 
payroll since war began. Most of the 


bureau and listening post, including 
eight translators and five rewrite 
men. This is entirely in addition to 
the 15 full and eight part-time em- 
ployes in .the CBS Hol';;wood news 
unit. 


New bureau was set up by Fox 
Case, who has since returned to 
Hollywood, leaving Bill S’ocum, Jr., 
sent out from N. Y. by Paul White 
in charge. 


ceivers, and a staff capable of trans- 
lating Japanese, Chinese, Russian, 
Spanish, French and Dutch. A 24- 
hour watch is maintained, with 
direct lines into the news room plus 
facilities for recording all pickups. 


New news bureau in Palace hotel 
also has a direct line to the govern- 
ment co-ordinator of information, 
plus other necessary military and 
news contacts, as well as the AP, 
INS, UP wires. Lines can be re- 
versed to feed Frisco copy in less 
than two minutes. Far eastern cor- 
respondents also are being contacted 
out of here. ; 

James Middlebrooks, here for the 
CBS switchover to KQW, supervised 
the technical installations, with Al 
Cormack, Western Division traffic 
manager from Heilywood taking care 
of special lines. Also on job here is 
George Dunham, special exploiteer 
for CBS. 

Heading the news staff under 
Slocum are Alexander Hunter, Wil- 
liam Homan, Donald Pryor and 











exigencies require, not to pave the 
way for sweping confiscation. Both 
and the DCB are anxious 
to have private operation continue 
as far as practicable, he said, though 
obviously there may be 
where some facilities will have to be 
snatched. 

After the previous week of brick- 
throwing by certain government of- 
ficers, Fly complimented the radio 
industry on its performance. Broad- 
casters have been doing a swell job 
by and large, he said, adding they 
must keep cool and realize their ob- 
ligations and responsibilities, 


situations | 


additions are in the new CBS news| 


Carol Hanson, who is also news edi- 


War has brought a boom to CBS/ tor for KQW. 


At NBC, Kenneth Fry, special 
events head from Chicago division, 
has brought in Donald Martin, KOA 
rews bureen chief, and William 
Ratigan, Hollywood, to coordinate 
Far Eastern coverare. Upton Close 
is doing most of the actual mike 
work. 

CBS Far Eastern staff, which is 
‘clearing to the network through 
Frisco, includes Williom J. Dumm, 
,chief, in Burma; H. Ford Wilkins, 
| Webb Edwards, Honolulu; George 


| Folster, Sydney; Cecil Brown, Singa- 


| pore; W. R. Wills, Tokio (who hasn't 


. ; 
Listening post, located near the) been heard from sirce war began), 
ocean in an undisclosed spot, has 14) Thomas R. Worthen, Manila, John 
antennae, si special short-wave re-! Raleigh, Batavia and James Steward, 


Chungking. 





FCC MONITOR DANGERED? 


Investigate Sabotave Possibility at 
Allegan, Mich‘gan 








Detroit, Dec. 23. 


FBI agents are checking into what 
appears to be sabotage aimed at the 
FCC monitoring station in this area. 
While a fire itself at the monitor sta- 
tion near Allegan, Mich., was curbed 
without any serious damage, circum- 
stances surrounding the _ strange 
blaze have sharpened the suspicion. 
For one thing, an attempt was made 
the previous day to disable the Al- 
legan fire department equipment 
which answered the monitor station 
alarm. 

The FCC station, vital in the detec- 
tion of unauthorized short-wave 
senders, has been placed under patrol 
of the newly-formed Home Guard. 


Chi Sun Using WMAQ 


Chicago, Dec. 23. 

The new Chicago Sun has cone 
tracted for one-minute announce. 
ments on WMAQ, the NBC-Red out- 
let. 

Set through the Schwimmer & 
Scott agency, this contract calls for 
260 announcements to Dec. 16, 1942, 








Frank S. Daniels, spieler of WBYN, 
Brocklyn,. moved over to Forjoe & 
Co., station reps. 

















mental procedure and laying down 
uniform specifications as to what can 
be released. 
Hard-to-See Distinctions 
Any move toward greater uni- | 
formity ‘and standardization will be | 


greatly appreciated, even if news- | 
gatherers chafe at some of the regu- 
lations. At present, there are so 
many hard-to-see distinctions that 
spielers and writers are in constant | 
uneasiness, fearing on one hand} 


they’ll be scooped and, at the same | 
time, conscious of the danger that 
some wrathful bureaucrat will seek 
revenge. As it ‘stands, there is gen- | 
eral agreement about withholding | 
some kinds of dope obviously of | 
military value (ship movements, 
types of equipment, disposition of | 
troops, plans of operations, precau- | 
tionary measures, etc.), but there | 
also is repeated argument about 
some facts that are on the fringe. 
Some brass-hats are interpreting the 
vague rules altogether too literally; 
others use the rule of reason. In 
many instances, it all depends on 
what officer a scribe or spieler talks | 
with, when it comes to determining 
what can and can’t be revealed. 
Domestic censorship—in the form 
of having government blue-pencil 
artists in newsrooms or requiring 
specific clearance for all dispatches | 
and reports—is not contemplated. As | 
long as radio and the press play ball, 














officials hope to avoid drastic meas- 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


THe Rapio TRADE Is Discussinc: Norman Corwin’s program for the 
Bill of Rights last week—that big crap game—the resignation that 
wasn’t accepted—censorship and who'll get the vital jobs—the splitting 
of the Blue and Red—the funny titles of some of the new war songs— 
network policy toward dramatic mentions of America’s enemies—pos- 
sible embarrassment to industry from having in wartime too many 
trade associations—Manhattan movement to coordinate Fight for Free- 
dom, Council for Democracy, etc. 








Florence Edney, of ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ cast, also in the Broad- 
way thriller, ‘Angel Street’... Parker Pen drops the ‘Disney Song Parade’ 
series on Mutual with next Sunday’s (28) broadcast . . . ‘Green Hornet,’ 
sustainer series on Mutua] from WXYZ, Detroit, has folded .. . Bob Welch, 
director of the Cantor series, is producing the eastern end of tonight's 
(Wednesday) Red Cross show in the full-hour Bristol-Myers time .. . Tom 
Lewis and Glenhall Taylor are producing the Coast portion ... Rise 
Stevens guests on next Wednesday’s (7) Cantor show .. . Louis Hall joined 
‘David Harum’ cast . . . Elizabeth Morgan, John McGovern and Eugenie 
Chapel newcomers to ‘Just Plain Bill’... Ruth Borden this week succeeded 
Henry Lars Bart as author of ‘Front Page Farrell’ . . . She also scripts 
‘John’s Other Wife’ .. . Mary Watkins Reeves recovered from an illness 
to resume writing ‘Romance of Helen Trent’... Selena RoWe has taken 
over femme lead on ‘We, ‘the Abbotts,’ which Betty Garde recently relin- 
quished . . . Dick Krolik, assistant to Lester Gottlieb, Mutual publicity rep, 
leaves Friday (26) to join the army air force ... No replacement set... 
Jo Ann Sayers, of legit comedy, ‘My Sister Eileen,’ guests Saturday (27) 
on the Armstrong Theatre of Today’... Because of his click air debut on 
a recent ‘Lincoln Highway’ show, Gil Stratton, of George Abbott’s ‘Best 
Foot Forward’ musical, will get several repeat dates on the program, with 
featured billing . .. John Gunther and Oscar Levant complete the ‘expert’ 
lineup of Friday night’s ‘Information, Please’ . . . Staffs of WOR-Mutual are 
splitting long holiday vacations . . . They take Thursday-Sunday, either 
this week or next ... Lola Lane, skedded to guest in ‘Four Daughters’ on 
Friday night’s Philip Morris ‘Playhouse,’ has cancelled the date and will 
remain on the Coast because of illness .. . Burgess Meredith guests Jan. 3 
on ‘Lincoln Highway,’ then goes to the Coast on a Paramount deal... 
Norman Cerwin doing his ‘Plot to Overthrow Christmas’ program tomor- 
row (Thursday) from the Coast and will remain there for one more broad- 
cast, returning east late next week .. . Longines drops its recorded ‘Sym- 
phonette’ series on WEAF (local) with the Sunday (28) stanza... Jan. 9 
concert of the Philadelphia Orchestra will not be carried by Mutual, as 
Arturo Toscanini, guest-batoning for that date, asked a big fee for the 
broadcast ... ‘Children’s Chapel,’ dramatized Bible stories originating at 
WGR, Buffalo, has been replaced Sunday afternoons on Mutual by Irving 
Caesar’s safety songs for kids. 

Henry Souvaine’s clients, Drew Pearson and Bob Allen, broadcast the 
suggestion that Americans give Uncle Sam a Christmas gift of one day’s 
pay and the response has surprised and pleased everybody ... Ed and 
Polly East to Chicago for Christmas with their family ... Landt Trio had 
non-singing Shep Fields as fourth member of gag quartet Monday at 4:30 
on CBS... Charlie Vanda in town ... WEAF sent big wreaths around to 
Manhattan offices with card referring ’em to vice-president in charge of 
decorations. 

Edward E. Lewis has been elected vice-president of the RCA Manufac- 
turing Co. He will be in charge of the firm’s finance and accounts division 
as well as directing the priorities division. 

Joseph Gratz, former CBS staff production man, now in charge of all 
pop music programs, under Doug Coulter...Jack Rourke, general appren- 
tice at CBS, assigned to announcing and writing in frequency modulation 
division after serving in various other departments. 

Effective at noon Friday (19) WMCA instituted a locked-door policy as 
protection against sabotage of any kind. Doors that once were wide to 
visitors and studio audiences are now protected. 

Winston O’Keefe now playing the male lead of ‘Amanda of Honeymoon 
Hill,’ succeeding Boyd Crawford, who went to the Coast on a picture deal 
....This is the week for the various changes in Procter & Gamble’s day- 
time lineup, as follows: ‘Guiding Light’ goes off the air, with ‘Right to 
Happiness’ ‘shifting from CBS to take over its spot on NBC-Red (WEAF), 
‘Vic and Sade’ using the latter CBS spot for an added repeat, ‘The 
O’Neills’ losing its NBC-Red repeat and ‘Pepper Young’ going from the 
Compton agency to Pedlar & Ryan....Sunday night (28) is also the 
finale for the Helen Hayes program....The Henry Jaffes (Jean Muir) 
tossing a party tonight (Wednesday)....Lisa Sergio now doing an evening 
news-interview session 6n WQXR, besides her regular morning half-hour 
commentator series....Her guest Wednesday (17) was Bruno Walter, the 
German conductor, who made several statements in behalf of the U. S. 
War cause. 

Helen Brooks, of the legit comedy, ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ added to the 
cast of “The Timid Soul’....Wyllis Cooper replaced Margaret Lewerth and 
Ann Daly as scripter of “The Story of Bess Johnson’....Ben Kagan has 
authored ‘Fair and Warmer,’ a half-hour comedy series about baseball 
fans in the Greenpoint section of Brooklyn, but no connection with the 
former Frank Craven legit comedy of the same title....Robert Sloane 
has written ‘Mr. Jonathan,’ a serial with a young minister as the leading 
character....After all the stories about lighthouse keepers’ daughters, 
NBC has hired one....She’s Dorothy Miller, a stenographer....She was 
born in the lighthouse at Ft. Schuyler, and still lives there with her father 
oes -George Putnam has taken over Robert St. John’s news spots on WEAF 
since St. John went to London....This is the week that Phil Baker goes 
into the ‘Take It or Leave It’ series, replacing Bob Hawk....W2XQR, 
frequency modulation outlet of WQXR, kas returned to the air from its 
new transmitter atop the Chanin building....Walter Kaner doing ‘What’s 
Your Story?’ series of interviews with people with unusual jobs and 
pastimes, Sunday nights on WWRL....Burgess Meredith back from week’s 
trip to Washington....Raymond Massey east for the holidays....Lola 
Lane guests Friday night (26) on the Philip Morris ‘Playhouse’ in Charles 
Martin’s adaptation and production of ‘Four Daughters’....Priscilla Lane 
was also skedded for the show, but was keld on the Coast for retakes. 

Libby-Owens-Ford news series 5.45-6 p.m. Sundays on NBC-Red 
(WEAF) starts Jan. 17, or possibly the previous week (10)....It will 
have different guest commentators each week....Jane Cowl, Eddie 
Dowling, Burns Mantle and Brock Pemberton will discuss “The Theatre 
and the War’ on the ‘Mayflower Guest Book’ program Sunday after- 
noon (28) on WINS....Colgate is dropping all but one night a week 
sponsorship of the Elmer Davis news summary on CBS....Johns:Manville 
is taking over sponsorship of the series four nights a week, dropping its 
bankrolling of Frazier Hunt’s early-evening news spot on the same net- 
work to do so....American Chicle has discontinued sponscrship of Colum- 


bia’s 8 a.m. news period....Mary Frances Heflin, legit ingenue, added to 
Maudie’s Diary’ cast, 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


KGO-KPO kas lost its top producer with resignation of Gene Clark.... 
he’ll try his luck east....KGO sales are 80% ahead of last year, according 
to v.p. Al Nelson....KROW is using a street-corner p.a. to broadcast news 
and info to folks caught in blackouts in downtown Oakland... .Phil Lasky, 
manager, uses same setup to pipe yule carols....KGO gets another screen 
plug, with Telenews theatres in Frisco and Oakland using clips on the 
KGO broadcast from a Lucky Market opening in Alameda... .takes more 
than a war to keep station’s chief praiser, Milt Samuel, from getting the 
plugs in....Hero of Frisco’s first big blackout was 16-year-old Mary Alice 
Hein....she was doing a trumpet solo on Benny Walker’s KGO amateur 


hour in Community Playhouse when the switch was pulled. .» Bal never 
missed a note and played on till completion, by which time audience has 
recovered from its initial start....Ams carried on in dark for an hour 
and a half....Helen Morgan produces....Susan Little (Mrs, Susan Brady) 
is KROW’s new homemaker, succeeding Elma Latta Hackett, who has gone 
into defense work. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Tue Rapio TRADE 1s Discussinc: The proposal of a picture studio head 
that the post of coordinator of the film and radio industry be created 
for Don Gilman, NBC vice prez—Norman Corwin’s ‘Bill of Rights’ 
broadcast, hailed as one of the best combo writing-producing jobs ever 
to come out of the Coast—What the future holds for NBC’ites when 
Sidney Strotz takes over first of the year—Who’ll come off the winnah 
in the Abbott and Costello brush with Standard Brands, 








Irene Ryan (Tim and Irene) back in the fun cycle on the new ‘Hap 
Hazard’ show for Ivory. Gordon Jenkins draws the baton and in the 
scripting battery will be Jack Harvey and Arthur Stander....Xavier 
Cugat’s four originations here for Carmel early next year called off for 
reasons of the emergency....Hal ‘Gildersleeve’ Peary gets a nice pub- 
licity break by playing host to all the town’s Santa Clauses at breakfast 
Christmas morning....Lou Costello baked out his laryngitis on the desert 
....-Hee Chevigny hit the jackpot with his script of ‘Death of Jim Gower,’ 
# newspaper yarn. He not only sold it for ‘Big Town’ but at the sugges- 
tion of Edward G. Robinson, Warners bought it for filming....Ted Allen 
mugging everyone, over 300, at KNX. It’s for purposes of identification 
for the duration....Don Sharpe setting up a radio department for Frank 
Vincent agency and packaging the firm’s clients....Edna Fischer, NBC 
pianist and organist in Frisco, turned song writer and placed her music 
with Paul Whiteman, who will publish....Sirens and gongs are out at 
NBC. Might be confused with air raid alarms....Bromo-Seltzer will lose 
the picture leads of ‘Ellery Queen’ if the plan to originate in New York is 
carried out. William Gargan and Margaret Lindsay are needed here for 
the filming of the detective yarns....Russ Johnston moving three shows to 
Frisco for the festive alignment of KQW with the Columbia network Jan. 
1. Shows under his production wing will be ‘Hollywood Showcase,’ ‘I Was 
There’ and ‘Hi Neighbor’....Ted Sherdeman takes over production of 
‘The Second Mrs. Burton’ in addition to his Silver Theatre chore. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Don Gordoni, former vocalist with the Gray Gordon orchestra, and 
brother Stan Gordoni, announcer with WMOT, Manitowoc, Wis., are now 
both enlisted in the air corps and both stationed at Camp Kessler, Miss..... 
Jack Mitchell, now with NBC continuity department here, replacing Roger 
Price who is on leave to script the ‘Club Matinee’ show exclusively. 
Mitchell was formerly production and program chief of the Texas State 
network. : 


Inside Stuff —Radio 


Patriotic song, ‘We've Got a Job to Do,’ written last week as material 
for a college student contestant on the Fred Allen show, by the producer, 
Vie Knight, will be published by Irving Berlin. Knight wrote the score 
and lyrics in about 18 hours when Haymer Flieg, University of Missouri 
undergrad, was unable to do his scheduled impersonation of Edmund 
Gwenn in a scene from “The Wookey.’ Dramatic bit was cancelled when 
CBS barred the siren and air raid sound effects that are an integral part 
of the scene. 

Allen program for Jan. 7 will be devoted to the Red Cross, with Mrs. 
Roosevelt as principal guest. There will also be a dramatic sketch based 
on the life of Florence Nightingale, founder of the Red Cross, with either 
Katharine Hepburn or Joan Crawford in the title part. Buddy Baer will 
guest on the Dec. 31 stanza, previous to his heavyweight title bout with Joe 
Louis. 

Helen Jepson will be the guest on the show tonight (Wednesday), while 
Allen will repeat his annual Santa Claus impersonation in the same Christ- 
mas sketch he does every year. Larry Robinson, moppet radio and legit 
actor, will team with him. 











A victim of American entry into the war is Yoichi Hiroaka, alien 
Japanese xylophonist, formerly heard 10.45-11 a.m. Sundays on NBC-Red 
(not WEAF, New York, however) who has been dropped by the network. 
He immediately wrote NBC a note expressing thanks for keeping him on 
the air so long when public feeling against Japan was growing. 
According to NBC officials, there is no question of Hiroaka’s loyalty to 
the U. S. His wife and child are American citizens and, when he was 
ordered by the Japanese government to return to Japan about six months 
ago, he flatly refused, preferring to remain in the U. S., regardless of 
what the circumstances might prove to be. 

He has not been taken into custody, but like other Japanese aliens, has 
been instructed by the FBI to remain in his home. 

Harry Habata, Minneapolis accordionist, is half Japanese. and half 
Finnish, but wants to join the U. S. Army if it can be arranged. 


A report has been circulating through the trade during the past week 
that M. H. Aylesworth, one-time president of NBC, might be named as 
censor for the broadcasting industry and as an associate of Byron Price, 
who last week was appointed censor of press and radio by the White 
House. 
The same report has it that Aylesworth would bring in Don Withycomb 
as his assistant. The two of them have for the past year been connected 
with the Rockefeller committee on Latin-American relations. 

Aylesworth is a cldse friend of Kent Cooper, executive head of the 
Associated Press, whence Price originates. 








Columbia press department in New York is chuckling at the return of 
its rival, NBC, to mimeograph releases similar to those adhered to by the 
Ruppelites. In abandoning daily printed sheets only a few weeks after 
a survey called NBC’s service the radio editors’ favorite the CBSers feel 
something is a bit piquant. Only piquant ain’t a CBS word. Actually 
the survey embarrassed NBC no end having been made and released by 
an outside printer without the knowledge of NBC. 





One of those odd similarities occurred last week between ‘Miracle for 
Christmas’ on ‘Grand Central Station’ over the Red and ‘Miracle in Man- 
hattan’ on the Workshop on CBS. Both programs had same central idea 
of a Christ-like character. Sponsored piece was written by Jay Bennett, 
with revisions by Martin Horrell of Lambert & Feasley agency. Sustaining 
pie:e by Charles Vanda. 





Only marked difference in the new rate card for the NBC-Red network, 
which was distributed last week, is the reduction of discounts for those 
advertisers who have programs between 8 and 10 p.m. The current top 
discount for all NBC advertisers is 25%. For new accounts using the 
peak 8-10 stretch it will be 20%. 





_ Reports from Washington point to the J. Walter Thompson agency get- 
ting an appropriation to plug enlistments for the U. S. Marine Corp. The 


campaign would be limited to spot announcements of the recorded type, 
as far as a radio is concerned, 








NBC last week voted bonuses totalling $190,000 to the company’s top 
executives, 


NBC TAJ MAHAL 
DUE TO OPEN 


San Francisco, Dec. 23. 

Februay and March promise to be 
key months in Frisco’s upcoming 
radio year. Al Nelson has been 
advised that the contractors now ex. 
pect to be through at the new NBC 
building about Feb. 1. Priorities 
however, are holding up intercon. 
necting telephone and similar fagilj. 
ties, meaning some further delay 
unless a solution is reached. 


No- word here yet regarding pos. 
sible effect splitting of the blue and 
red may have. One conjecture is 
that the blue might stay in present 
quarters when the red shifts to the 
new Taylor-O’Farrell structure. 

Meanwhile at CBS, KSFO's Bob 
Dumm states the station will not va. 
cate the quarters leased from CBS 
when the lease expires Dec. 31. He 
said the station will sit tight for the 
present. This is confirmed by Ralph 
Brunton of KQW who does not ex. 
pect to move in until around Feb. 15, 
Understood that one of the possible 
new homes KSFO is considering is 
the present NBC plant at 111 Sutter, 

CBS-KSFO situation has every. 
body somewhat jumpy, with little 
prospect of any clear-cut action un. 
til the FCC hands down a decision 
in the dual scramble for power by 
KSFO and KQW. That CBS intends 
to ride a winner either way is indi- 
cated by the fact the web is letting 
KSFO stay put. 

Tenseness around KSFO is indi- 
cated by Lincoln Dellar’s new orders 
that no one is to be quoted on any- 
thing except himself. His own con- 
versations now are invariably opened 
with the remark ‘Now, this is off the 
record.’ Result is that both KQW 
and KSFO are doing little more than 
mark time, although CBS and KQW 
have mapped an extensive exploita- 
tion campaign to announce the new 
affiliation when the go signal finally 
comes. 





Shortwave'’s Sked 

WGEI, General Electric  short- 
waver, is working on a 24-hour shift, 
although actually on the air only 17 
hours. Several have been added to 
staff to take care of increased sked 
of news and informative broadcasts, 
William Winter, commentator, now 
airs twice instead of once weekly, 
Virtually all programming is now 
studio-originated, replacing NBC re- 
lays which formerly comprised bulk 
of musical stuff. Fred Daiger has 
shifted. from KYA to handle one of 
the nocturnal periods. 





CONVERSION OF UNA 


She’s Now Radio Sleuth Instead of 
Sob Sister 








Dramatic spot on the ‘Johnny 
Presents’ program Tuesday nights on 
NBC-Red (WEAF) for Philip Morris 
was changed in format, effective last 
night, by Charles Martin, author- 
director of the show. Femme lead, 
in which Una Merkel appears, is 
now a sleuth instead of a sob sister 
and the scripts run to mystery iIn- 
stead of adventure. 

Title for the spot is changed from 
‘Nancy Bacon Reporting’ to ‘Susan 
Bright, Detective.’ 





Sponsors Safety Show 


Nashville, Dec. 23. 
Associations, local 
bought ‘Death 
Highway’ from WSIX. 
heard Mondays through 





Motor Sales 
Nash distributor, 
Stalks the 
Show is 
Thursdays. 

Jack Simpson, originator of the 
show, delivers a safety message t0- 
gether with police reports on days 
traffic accidents. 





Sylvia Diamond Upped 


Moe Gale agency, which manages 
Inkspots, Ella Fitzgerald and 
Erskine Hawkins orchestras,. et al, 
has installed a radio department. 
Sylvia Diamond, formerly Gale’s 
secretary, it at its head under the 
supervision of Harry Lenetska, who 
also oversees theatre bookings. 

Gale outfit ow is set up to do its 
own booking in all phases of the biz. 





Russell A. Gohring, program di- 
rector of WSPD, Toledo, has been 
appointed Ohio State Chairman of 
news departments and program di- 
rectors by Nathan Lord, district reP- 
resentative of the National Associ- 
ation of Broadcasters Committee 0M 





National Defense. 
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Grace Moore in Ist Tosca’ at Met: 
‘Regiment’ OK; Other Opera Reviews 





By EDWARD SMITH 


Metropolitan’s revival of ‘Tosca’ 
for Grace Moore last Thursday (18) 
evening included all the ingredients 
of good opera, but it just didn't 
click. It was Miss Moore’s first N.Y. 

a. 

TFecally, she is not quite fitted for 
the role except in a terrific upper 
register where ‘B’s and ‘C’s were 
emitted freely. It was in the lower 
middle and bottom tones that the 
voice lost resonance. Artistically she 
was okay. The duets with Charles 
Kullman were also adequate, but the 
necessary spark was not there. 
Singer's acting was awkward in 
spots and seemingly stereotyped. 

Kullman made a fine figure as 
Cavaradossi and acted exceedingly 
well. He found the going rough in 
‘Recondita Armonia,’ but the three 
‘A’ sharps in ‘Vittoria Vittoria’ were 
excellent. His ‘E Lucevan le Stelle’ 

roduced the top vocalling, with 

th ‘A’s being taken with consider- 
able power and brilliance. Law- 
rence Tibbett continues to improve 
with each performance. After a bad 
first act, he was adequate in the sec- 
ond. His acting is more restrained, 
but he still remains Tibbett, and not 
Scarpia. The lack of emotional con- 
tent in the dramatic ‘e bene’ in act 2 
was a disappointment. 

Gerhard Pechner made an excel- 
lent Sacristan, vocally and dra- 
matically, and Norman Cordon’s 
Angelotti was tops from all angles. 
Alessio de Paolis was a sinister and 
cringing Spoletta whose singing and 
acting were far above average. Et- 
tore Panizza directed a _ well-bal- 
anced orchestra. 


Daughter of the Regiment 


From every standpoint the Met- 
ropolitan’s first presentation of ‘La 
Fille du Regiment’ (‘Daughter of 
the Regiment’) was a success. Per- 
formance, which took place Friday 
evening (19), presented two stars, 
Lily Pons and Salvatore Baccaloni. 
The diminutive coloratura was in 
her element. Her flair for comedy 
was excellent and the repartee be- 
tween Miss Pons and the master 
buffo, Baccaloni, kept a jammed 
house in continuous laughter. 

Miss Pons’ singing was equal to 
her acting. Baccaloni, portraying 
the gruff old sergeant, was tops also, 
in voice and acting. Raoul Jobin 
was a capable country bumpkin, 
acting well, as usual, and singing 
his difficult top tones with ease. 
Irra Petina and Louis D’Angelo were 
standouts in minor roles, while 
Frank St. Leger, conducting his first 
opera at the Met. brought consider- 
able vitality to the score. 


Met Opera Follow-Up 


‘Tannhauser,’ repeated by the 
Metropolitan Opera Co. Saturda 
evening (20), saw a new Elizabet 
sung by Stella Roman. The Rou- 
manian soprano looked well but sang 
badly. Herbert Janssen made a 
small- voiced, but adequate, Wolf- 
ram, whose distinguished artistry in 
the ‘Evening Star’ made up for the 
constant flatting in the singing. 
Emanuel List was a sonorous King, 
while Kirsten Thorborg again found 
the Venus music too high Lauritz 
Melchior’s voice was not up to his 
par, but even on his off-night, the 
company has not his tenor equal. 
Orchestra’s playing under Erich 
Leinsdorft was erratic. 


‘Marriage of Figaro’ repeat Satur- 
day afternoon (20) revealed a new 
Bartolo at the Met in Gerhard Pech- 
her. The comic basso was always in 
character and used his fine voice 
well. Ezio Pinza again dominated 
with his brilliant, roaring tones as 
Figaro. Elizabeth Rethberg was at 
her best in the leng flowing ‘Dove 
sono, while Bidu Sayao did an ex- 
quisite job of ‘Deh vieni non tardar.’ 
John Brownlee was excelient, as 
usual, as the Count, while Rise Ste- 
vens delivered a workmanlike per- 
formance of Cherubino. Ettore Pa- 
nizza led a spirited orchestra. 














‘Rosenkavalier’ at the Met Wednes- 
day (17) night presented Irene Jess- 
ner as Marschallin. Soprano found 
top tones easier than did Lotte Leh- 
mann, but she lacked the warmth 
and characterization of her more 
notable colleague. Rise Stevens 
delivered an excellent Octavian and 
Kurt Baum again split the rafters. 
Eleanor Steber was in okay voice as 
Sophie, especially in the upper regis- 
er, and Emanuel List repeated a 
familiar Baron. Erich Leinsdorf led 
&@ vigorous orchestra. 


Cherniavsky to WEEI 


Josef Cherniawsky, formerly with 
WLW, Cincinnati, and more recently 
with WOV, New York, becomes mu- 
Sical director of WEEI, Boston, éf- 
fective Jan. 1. 

He will originate two or three 


musical series for the Columbia net- 
work, 











N. Y. Concert Reviews 


Trapp Family 


_ The Trapp Family Singers, recital- 
ing at Town Hall Sunday afternoon 
(21), came close to selling out. Re- 
ceptivity was also strong on applause. 
Led by the Baroness Maria Von 
Trapp, whose personality won the 
audience, singers presented 17th and 
18th century music. Their refined 
fine singing and handling of an- 
cient instruments place them in a 
class by themselves among unique 
b. o. attractions. 


Philly Orch 


Philadelphia Orchestra was tops, 
as usual, under the sturdy baton of 
Eugene Ormandy at Carnegie Hall 
Dec. 16. Feature was appearance of 
Dorothy Maynor as soloist. So- 
prano’s choice of the ‘Abscheulicher’ 
from ‘Fidelio’ was not wise since her 
lyric voice was forced out of bounds 
on the top ‘B’s. Her best work came 
in arias from the ‘Magic Flute’ and 
‘Julius Caesar,’ which exhibited a 
fine quality, good breath control and 
an admirable line. 


Mildred Dilling 


Mildred Dilling, harpist, who re- 
citaled at Town Hall Dec. 16, dis- 
played magnificent control and much 
contrasting color in a program which 
ran the gamut from Faure to Al- 
beniz. Sound musicianship and a 
sense of the theatre were other at- 
tributes. 




















Boguslawski 


Moissaye Boguslawski, pianist, re- 
citaled at Town Hall Dec. 17, was 
far from effective. He forced re- 
peatedly, played many wrong notes 
and was obviously not prepared for 
the taxing program. 





American Ballad Singers 


The American Ballad Singers, who 
specialize in American Music, re- 
citaled in a timely and interesting 
program at Town Hall Sunday eve- 
ning (21). Native works were pre- 
sented, of course. Work of the en- 
semble was excellent both as to 
freshness and musicianship of the 
voices, plus excellence of presenta- 
tion as well as interest of program. 


La Meri 


Performance of La Meri, Texas 
dancer, and the Natya Troupe, of 
dances devoted entirely to the Hindu, 
were tops from every angle Sunday 
evening (21), at the Guild theatre. 

The American dancer has been 
able to delve deeply into the folk 
lore of India, and in the three works 
presented she expressed the rituals 
and fantastic (to Americans) dances 
in a style that was near perfection. 
Every movement of her lithe, sway- 
ing body, every sensuous movement 
of her hands, every expression, from 
coyness and joy to mad horror, wert 
vividly depicted. She received a de- 
served ovation. 








Jacques Abram 
Jacques Abram, one of the better 


young pianists recitaled at Town 
Hall Dec. 15, disclosing brilliant 
technique, expert control and, in 


some compositions, remarkable in- 
sight. ... 





Odds ’n’ Ends 

Mieczyslaw Munz, pianist, showed 
expertness at florid passages in his 
playing of Rachmaninoff’s Rhapsody 
on a Paganini theme, with «Leon 
Barzin and the Nationa] Orchestral 
Association, at Carnegie Hall 
orchestra played an all-Russian pro- 
gram with much fire, though there 


were mistakes usually associated 
with youth. ... ; 
George Chavchavadze, Russian 


pianist, exhibited considerable ability 
playing rontantic and modernistic 
works at Town Hall Dec. 13. * 
pianist, however, was not as good in 
the Beethoven sonata, which called 
for more interpretative ability. ... 

Rudolf Firkusny, pianist, at Town 
Hall, placed himself in the ever- 
growing class of up-and-coming 

ianists with his excellent playing of 
Rhopin, Bach and Mozart... . The 
Trapp Family Singers, at Town Hall, 
put on their usual Christmas display 
of songs in several languages ... 
they’re tops in their field . . . singers 
repeat this week with another pro- 


oo 

Helena Figner, mezzo soprano, 
disclosed a small voice marred by & 
strong vibrate and bad breath sup- 
port at Town Hall, Saturday after- 
noon (20) singer’s excellent 


| Spanish and Italian diction was her 


only redeeming feature... Miguel 
Rajcovich, pianist, recitaling at Town 
Hall, Saturday evening (20), was 
adequate in some selections, but less 
so in most others. 


Drops Toronto ‘Butterfly’ 


Toronto, Dec. 23. 

‘Madame Butterfly’ became a Jap 
war casualty when Armand 
Bagarozy, general director of the 
New York Columbia Opera Co., de- 
cided to drop the geisha-girl 
romance during the six-day stand 
here at Massey Hall 


MET OPERA 826 
IN 4TH WK. 
2G NET 


The Metropolitan Opera Co.'s 
fourth week of its 1941-42 season, 
ending Monday (22), resulted in a 
net profit of approximately $2,000 to 
the company. House grossed $82,000 
out of a possible $108.500. 


Monday (14), ‘Lakme’ grossed 
$14,000, profit of $2,000; Tuesday (15), 
troupe was out of town; Wednesday 
(16), ‘Rosenkavalier,’ $6,500, loss of 
$5,500; Thursday (17), ‘Tosca,’ $13,500, 
profit of $1,500; Friday (18), ‘Daugh- 
ter of the Regiment,’ $14,000, profit 
of $2,000; Saturday afternoon (19), 
‘Marriage of Figaro,’ $12,000, broke 
even; ‘Saturday evening (19), “‘Tann- 
hauser,’ $8,000 (at $4.40 top; usual 
top is $7.70) broke even; Monday 
(21), ‘Magic Flute,’ $14,000, profit of 
$2,000. 
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Continued from page 2———— 


enough,’ he declared. ‘It must take 
advantage of the mistakes in the 
past to do the maximum in the fu- 
ture. We must have from the peo- 
ple who are responsible for making 
films greater awareness, greater 
courage, greater intelligence, more 
imagination and more ‘guts.’ 


‘When we seek priorities, Mr. 
Knudsen is going to ask, ‘Will these 
supplies make more tanks and more 
guns?’ We must be able to answer 
truthfully that they will be making 
something better than more tanks 
and more guns.’ 


Kanin’s criticism of the industry 
brought a quick defense from 
Francis L. Harmon, former assistant 
to Will Hays and only a couple of 
weeks ago named head of the War 
Activities Committee, coordinating 
body of the film industry’s partici- 
pation in the war effort. Harmon 
cited names of pictures and statistics 
to disprove that Hollywood didn’t 
see its duty and do it so far as the 
national defense was concerned. 


Defense Conference, called by the 
Screen Publicists Guild to de- 











termine what unions and other film 
organizations could do to promote 
the war effort, was attended by reps 
of 13 organizations. 


| Legit Producer 


Continued from page | gael 


























York office for some time, but hasn’t 
released it. It acquired the rights 
along with those of a number of 
other British pix with coin it had 
frozen in England. Poor quality and 
bad b.o. chances are said to be Col’s 
reason for not releasing the film. 


Traube wants to pay the company 
to keep ‘Gaslight’ 
rights to ‘Angel Street.” As an al- 
ternative he is attempting to make a 
deal for Col to buy rights to the title 
‘Angel Street’ and certain revisions 
he has made in the story so that the 
studio can remake the picture in this 


country. In any case, Traube is 
anxious to be in on the filming of the 
pic. 


Traube leaves New York Jan. 2 for 
the Coast, where he will cast another 
company which will play a few other 
cities before settling down in Chi- 
cago. He is seeking picture names 
for three of the five roles in the 
show. 

Lengthy stay on Broadway and 
the road is expected by Traube as 
the small cast and one set make the 
play cheap to operate. It cost only 
$14,000 to produce the Broadway 
edition, although shares were sold 
and there are 23 backers plus—some 
of the original backers having sold 
part of their shares. That’s more 
than ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ which 
had the previous record with 21 





angels. 


permanently | . 
canned so that he can sell picture 








Touring Opera an Increasing 
Trend; ‘Traviata Eastern Dates 
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Hurok, NBC Take Over 
Philly Opera Troupe 


Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 

The Philadelphia Opera Co. has 
been taken under management of 
Sol Hurok and NBC’s concert bureau. 

The company was founded three 
years ago by C. David Hocker and 
Sylvan Levin to give operas in Eng- 
lish and grant opportunities to Phil- 
adelphia artists. Up to now it’s 
been strictly a Philly proposition, 
but it will tour from five to eight 
weeks next season. 


Hub Symph’s Blacklist 
By AFM Forces Hanson 
To Nix Conducting Date 


Boston, Dec. 23. 
Musicians’ Union restrictions for- 
bade Dr. Howard Hanson, director of 
the Eastman School of Music, 


Rochester, N. Y., and a composer, 
from conducting the Boston Sym- 
phony Orchestra in three engage- 
ments here last week. He had 
planned to conduct one of his own 
compositions. The Symph is not a 
member of the union. 


Serge Koussevitsky released Han- 
son from the commitments and per- 
sonally conducted the Hanson com- 
position, his third symphony, at con- 
certs last Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday in Boston and Cambridge. 

As a member of the Musicians’ 
Union, Hanson said he had no choice 
but to decline the Boston invitation. 











Maria Gambarelli Set 
For 62 Bookings 


Maria Gambarelli, premier dan- 
seuse of the Metropolitan Opera Co., 
has been booked for 62 dates by 


Columbia Concerts for the fall sea- 
son. The dancer had her first tour 
last year and sold ou’ on all con- 
certs. Whether she can fill all her 
engagements is problematical, due 
to Met commitments. 

Miss Gambarelli will start her 
tour after the first of the year, hav- 
ing filled some dates already, and 
finish about May 1. She uses two 
male dancers in her company, David 
Abdar and Williard Van Simons, 
plus a pianist, Arthur Hollander. 
She averages $750-$1,000 per engage- 
ment on tour. 





Cosmo Opera Vs. Cosmo 





The Cosmopolitan Opera Associa- 
tion of N. Y. filed suit Friday (19) in 
N. Y. supreme court against Sidney 
S. Simon, doing business as the Cos- 
mopolitan Opera Co., seeking an in- 
junction against the use of the ‘Cos- 
mopolitan’ tag by the defendant. 

Plaintiff is operated by Max Rab- 
inoff, who incorporated Cosmopolitan 
in 1934 and who states in his affidavit 
he was the discoverer of Anna Pav- 
lowa, Amelita Galli-Curci and Feo- 
dor Chaliapin among others. De- 
fendant has been in business for a 
year. 











Concert Notes | | 








Florence Kirk, dramatic soprano 
who starred recently in the New| 
Opera Co.’s New York presentation | 
of ‘Macbeth,’ has been signed by 
Columbia Concerts. She will sing in 
the Beethoven Ninth Sympnony and 
the Missa Solemnis under Arturo 
Toscanini at the Beethoven Festival 
he will conduct with the N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic orchestra at the end of its 
100th season next April. 





The National Orchestral Assn. 
will present Mozart’s ‘Seraglio’ on 
Jan. 12 at Carnegie Hall in conjunc- 
tion with Group Opera, an organiza- 
tion of young singers. Opera will be 
given in English. 





Metrepolitan Opera Co. may re- 
vive Giordano’s ‘Andrea Chenier’ 
next season for Kurt Baum. Other 
principals are likely to be Elisabeth 
Rethberg and Richard Bonelli. 


‘Traviata’ in English. using Metro- 
politan opera singers as the nu- 
cleus, will be presented on the road 
Starting next October by Albert Mo- 
rini, concert manager, in conjunce 
tion with Giorgio D’Andria, opera 
impresario. Tour will run eight 
weeks and cover the Eastern sea- 
board. 

Touring opera has grown of late 
and this season a number of come 
panies met with much success, 
Among the better known of these 


were Salvatore Baccaloni’s ‘Vig- 
nettes,’ which sold out on 13 book- 
ings at an average of $1,750 per, the 
80-odd dates of the ‘Marriage of 
Figaro,’ presented by the Juilliard 
School singers, and Charles L. Wag- 
ner’s ‘Don Pasquale’ and ‘Barber of 
Seville,” which played to almost 
completely sold-out houses on 25 
bookings. All tours were along the 
East Coast line. 


PHILLY AFM SIGNS 
ROBIN HOOD FOR *42 


Philadelphia, Dec. 23, 

The Robin Hood Dell concert 
Management signed an agreement 
with Local 77, American Federation 
of Musicians, for the 1942 series of 
outdoor concerts at Fairmount Park, 

The contract calls for seven-week 
season of four concerts per week. 
Terms of the contract are the same 
as last year—a $60-a-week guaran- 
tee for an orchestra of 90 men. The 
ensemble again will be billed as 
‘The Men of the Philadelphia Or- 
chestra’—with about 90% of the per- 
sonnel members of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra, the balance being men of 
other symphony aggregations. 


Kliachko Suicides; 
Was Pitt Orch Cellist 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 23. 

Samuel Kliachko, well - known 
cellist with the Pittsburgh Sym- 
phony Orchestra, ended his life here 
last week by hanging in the base- 
ment of the Squirrel Hill home 
where he had been rooming for 
some time. About 62, Kliachko left 
a note in which he said he felt he 
was losing his mind, adding ‘I am 
not crazy yet but I am afraid it will 
soon come.’ 

A member of the Symphony since 
it was organized more than 12 years 
ago, Kliachko had also done consid- 
erable concert work as a soloist in 
all parts of the country over the last 
decade. He was born in Kiev, Rus- 
sia, and first gained prominence as 
solo cellist with the Odessa Capitol 
Theatre and later as a teacher in the 
Imperial Conservatory at Bessarabia. 
Intimates said that he tried to take 
his life once before a year ago but 
recovered and was subsequently 
talked out of another attempt by 
Fritz Reiner, conductor of the Pitts- 
burgh orchestra. 

Kliachko leaves, in addition to a 
wife from whom he had been di- 
vorced, two children, Savel, a stu- 
dent at the University of Chicago, 
and Mrs. Mura Lustgarten, a fashion 














| designer of Chicago. 
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Tibbet’s Appendix Cut 

Lawrence Tibbett underwent an 
emergency operation for appendicitis 
Monday (21) and is presently at Doc- 
tors’ Hospital, N. Y. Baritone had 
not been scheduled for any con- 
certs during the next month. 

Tonight (Wednesday) John Brown- 
lee will replace Tibbett as Figaro 
in ‘Barber of Seville,’ while parts in 
‘Otello’ and ‘Aida’ for which Tibbett 


was slated will be given Alexander 
Sved and Leonard Warren. 








W. Frederick Miller, director of 
Mount Union College Conservatory 
of Music, has been named conductor 
of Alliance O., Symphony Orchestra, 
succeeding Richard W. Oppenheim, 
founder and director for 20 years, 
who resigned. 





Pat .Patricef appointed publicity 
director for WGN concerts, N.Y., by 
Austin Wilder, director of eastern 
office. 
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Jackson T. Prophesies Return to the Sweet, Which 
Is How Syracuse U. Likes It 











, 


Another in the series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes as re- 
gards dance music and dance bands. 

The writers, staff members of publications at their respective schools, 
have been asked by ‘Variety’ to give the opinion of the student body as 


a whole, rather than pass personal judgment. 
given further instructions as to w 


Neither has ‘Variety’ 
hat is to be said nor how. These 


articles appear as the undergraduates have written them, with the 


expressed opinions being their own 


‘Variety’ publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a 
cross-section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and 
bands, with the hope that it will be both informative and instructive. 
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By Donald R. 


(The Syracuse 


Larrabee ’45 


Daily Orange) 





Syracuse, N. Y., Dec. 23. 


Jackson ‘Teagarden ‘talked of many 
things’ as he packed to leave Syra- 
cuse recently after a month’s en- 
gagement at the Persian Terrace of 
the Hotel Syracuse. Most significant 
statement made by the King of the 
Blues had.to do with the eternal 
sweet-swing question. Jackson T. 
forecast a return to the sweet side, 
basing his prediction on the fact that 
dancers at the Syracuse (many of 
them Syracuse students) left the 
floor when the band broke into a 
killer such as ‘Persian Rug,’ but 
were quick to return ‘en masse’ 
when the boys struck up a romantic 
ballad. 

That’s the trend ou every campus, 
apparently, and Syracuse differs not 
@ little from other eastern institu- 
tions of higher learning. With a 
campus personnel of nearly 7,000, 
Syracuse boasts a fine musical in- 
telligentsia, as evidenced by the in- 
terest shown in campus musical 
events. 

That they like their dance music 
sweet is obvious; that they like their 
audible jive hot and groovy follows. 
Favorite piano style is boogie-woo- 
gie, and the man who can’t fol- 
low out the ‘eight to the bar’ move- 
ment just isn’t recognized in society. 

To get back to Big Gate, who 
caused quite a stir in early fall, 
Jackson T. expressed the sincere be- 
lief that young America understands 
the blues, and insisted that in the 
south the music reigns supreme. 

‘Southerners can tell if you don’t 
really feel the blues,’ he said, em- 
phasizing that the ‘blues is just a 
form of music of the three chords, 
“ music written in a minor key with 
melancholy words and syncopated 
rhythms.’ 

He continued, ‘It’s neither morbid 
nor is it necessarily sad. It can be 
happy, hopeful music. Look at the 
fast pace of ‘Davenport Blues.’ 
There’s nothing low about that.’ 

Ayres and Thompson 

Mitchell Ayres followed Teagarden 
at the Syracuse and gave with 
enough schmaltz to last until New 
Year’s. 

‘We never play a tune at a tempo 
which cannot be danced to by an 
average dancer, but, of course, a lot 
depends on the crowd. With the 
younger bunch we mix a few jump 
tunes,’ he observed. 

Lang Thompson brought still more 
of the sweet and sticky with him 
the other week as he took over 
where Ayres left off. This still fur- 
ther accentuates the belief that Syra- 
cuse wants it sweet; however, it is 
to be remembered that the bands are 
engaged as much to please the older 
adults (who, incidently, give with 
the shekels) as the young crowd 
from the Hill. 

For those who love to tease the 
keys, it was a banner week when 
Fats Waller ‘played a local theatre. | 
He wanted it known, however, that | 
the boogie-woogie piano styling 
which is sweeping other pianists and 
swing fans off their feet doesn’t en- 
tice him in the least. 

Indication that Bill Orange is 
watching the young rising bands was 
given when Dick Stabile and his 
month-old outfit was signed for the 
Sophomore Hop on Colgate night. 
Old Archbold gymnasium was 
jammed for the event and response 
to Stabile was terrific. Hoppers 
showered him with compliments on 
his arrangements. 





Dorsey, while Glenn Miller would be 
more than acceptable. 

At the time of writing, ‘Piano 
Concerto’ in its many phases, ar- 
rangements, and under its heter- 
ogenous titles was selling at a faster 
rate than any other tune at the local 
Vie shop, while Miller’s ‘Chatta- 
nooga Choo Choo’ was easily the 
individual standout. Miller is strong 
in the jukeboxes here with ‘Elmer’s 
Tune’ still getting plenty of plays 
and ‘Dear Arabella,’ ‘Everything I 
Love’ and ‘Jingle Bells’ coming on 
fast. The brothers Dorsey follow 
Miller in the sales at the platter 
mart, while Alvino Rey, Claude 
Thornhill and Harry James are gain- 
ing favor. 

At this writing, James’ ‘My Silent 
Love’ is getting a terrific plugging 
at the nickel machines, while 
Thornhill’s ‘I Found You in the 
Rain’ continues popular. Local juke- 
box men consistently stock the old 
Artie Shaw band. ‘Back Bay Shuffle’ 
started it all; ‘Any Old Time’ and 
‘Out Of Nowhere’ are having a run, 

Thornhill, Rey, Coming Up 

Among the younger bands, Claude 
Thornhill and Alvino Rey are vieing 
for top position. Rey played the 
Hotel Syracuse last year, and stu- 
dents eagerly await a return en- 
gagement this winter. 

Right now if an all-campus band 
were picked, Miller would probably 
get the nod on the strength of a 
salute to Syracuse for its Colgate 
weekend festivities and his leading 
platter, ‘Chattanooga Choo Choo’; 
but Jimmy Dorsey and _ brother 
Tommy, who played last year’s 
Senior Ball, are still held in high 
esteem. 

The local Strand theatre has be- 
gun a three-day-a-week band policy, 
already bringing the McFarland 
Twins, Abe Lyman and Louis Prima 
to town with Tommy Tucker next 
weekend. The bands play to packed 
houses, particularly Lyman’s, which 
got some powerhouse buildup by 
production man Eddie Heller that 
shoved it into the top money bracket 
here. Lyman surprised with a num- 
ber of boogie tunes, notably ‘Horse 
and Boogie,” a new Bob Mersey 
number. 

In a poll of sororities and frater- 
nities, the co-eds were still unani- 
mous for ‘Piano Concerto’ while 
the men clung to ‘This Love of 
Mine.” Also popular among so- 
rority house discs were ‘Everything 
I Love,’ ‘This Love of Mine’ and 
‘Choo Choo.’ 

Also hot with the men were ‘Choo 
Choo,’ ‘Dear Arabella,’ ‘Buckle 
Down, Winsocki,’ ‘You Made Me 
Love You’ (James’ version which has 
had widespread campus appeal). 

(Next week: UCLA) 





Xavier Cugat to Chicago; 
Camel Shows From There 


Switching over to a Tuesday slot 


on NBC-Blue -(WJZ) with his 
Camels show at 8-8:30 p.m., in place 
of the Treasury Hour (Bendix), 


Xavier Cugat’s. show will continue 
the new hour out of Chicago. 
Cugat will have a close shave in 
making his Friday (Jan. 2) opening 
at the Chicago theatre since he closes 
at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., New 
Year’s day. He flies out pronto to do 
his finale Thursday night session for 
Camel from Chicago that night. If 
it’s too close a call, Cugat will broad- 
cast Thursday from N Y., and plane 





Sonny Dunham played the big In- 
terfraternity Ball Dec. 5 for 600 
couples in Archbold gym. Still an- 
other young crew, Dunham’s became 
familiar to Hill students through his 
summer broadcasts from Meadow- 
brook. His records for the most 
part haven’t sold too well, but his 
style went cver big at Archbold and 
there may be a pickup in Sales. 

It is understood that the commit- 
tee for the Senior Ball in February 
is leaning heavily toward Jimmy 


to Chi for the theatre opening 
| Friday. 

| Cugat further upsets schedules 
| when the Paimer House defers its 
traditional Thursday premieres to 
Friday (10), since Cugat will have 
closed his Chi theatre date on Thurs- 
day. For nine years the Palmer has 
celebrated openings on a Thursday. 
Cugat is due there for some 10 
weeks, and thence to Hollywood for 
;4 Columbia filmusical assignment, 
(doubling. into Ciro’s, 








Band Bookings 











Al Donahue, Jan. 13-18, Tune- 
Town B., St. Louis; Feb. 6, State Col- 
lege, State College, Pa. 

Sonny Dunham, Jan. 22, week, 
Flatbush theatre, Brooklyn; 30-Feb. 
1, Windsor theatre, Bronx. 

Chuck Foster, Jan. 3, Meadow 
Acres, Topeka, Kans.; 4, Skylan B., 


Ia.: 7, Prom B., St. Paul; 8, Terp B., 
Austin, Minn. 

Lou Breese, Jan. 29, week, Flat- 
bush theatre, Brooklyn; 6-8, Wind- 
sor theatre, Bronx; 12, week, Central 
theatre, Passaic, N. J.; 22, week, Hipp 
theatre, Baltimore. 

Bobby Byrne, Jan. 31, Frog Hop 
B., St. Joseph, Mo. 

Will Bradley, Jan. 20-Feb. 5, Val- 
ley Dale, Columbus. 

Cab Calloway, Feb. 1, Savoy B., 
Chicago; 2, Rainbo Gardens, Lexing- 
ton, Ky.; Feb. 3-23, Lookout House, 
Covington, Ky.; 25, Coliseum, Cleve- 
land. 

Dolly Dawn, Jan. 4, Hofbrau, 
Lawrence, Mass.; 5, week, Central 
theatre, Passaic, N. J. 

Abe Lyman, Dec. 26, indef., Royal 
Palm, Miami. 

Mitchell Ayres, Jan. 2, Casa Loma 
B., St. Louis. 

Harry James, Jan. 9, Strand the- 
atre, Brooklyn; 16, Adams theatre, 
Newark; 23, RKO theatre, Boston. 
Harry James, Jan. 2, U. of Syra- 
cuse; 6-7, Georgia Tech, Atlanta; 
Feb. 26, Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
N. J. 

Shep Fields, Jan. 6, four weeks, 
Top Hat, Union, N. J. 

Bob Chester, Jan. 23, Strand the- 
atre, N. Y. 

Raymond Scott, Jan. 3, Sunny- 
brook B., Pottstown, Pa. 

Dick Messner, Dec. 31, Lakewood 
Park, Mahanoy City, Pa. 

Glen Gray, Jan. 8, week, Flatbush 
theatre, Brooklyn; 16-18, Windsor 
theatre, Bronx; 23, week, Keith the- 
atre, Boston. 


Labor Commission 
Eyes 7% Customs 
In Dance Biz 








Lincoln, Dec, 23. 

Labor Commissioner O. M. Olsen 
has initiated a move to have orches- 
tra bookers brought within the pur- 
view of the employment agency law. 
Two hearings on the question have 
already been held and Nebraska 
bookers have declared through their 
counsel that if Olsen puts his pro- 
posed ruling into effect they will re- 
sort immediately to the courts for 
an injunction. 

What stirred up Olsen was a com- 
plaint from the members of a girls’ 
orchestra that an Omaha booker col- 
lected individually from them on 
any engagements he obtained for 
them. Olsen has taken the position 
that if this is the practice among 
band bookers then they shall be 
designated as employment agencies 
and be required to take out such 
licenses, 

The bookers that have testified at 
the hearings so far describe the case 
of the girl band as isolated and that 
the customary practice is for the 
booker to do business directly and 
solely with the orchestra leader and 





that the latter does his own hiring 
of men, and paying of employees. 
Among the Omaha bookers that are 
opposing Olsen’s move are 


Schroeder, Searle Hutton and 


| Howard White. 





‘INCONSISTENCY’ CHARGE 


Springfield Union Opposes Thornhill 
Booking for Mayor’s Party 








Springfield, Mass., Dec. 23. 

; Musicians’ union complaint about 
importation of Claude Thornhill’s 
band for inaugural ball of Mayor 
Roger L. Putnam on January 5 didn’t 
get much sympathy here. The Daily 
News, largest daily hereabouts, 
charged inconsistency, pointing out 
that no objection was offered when 
British War Relief society decided to 
bring Shep Fields and Bob Chester 
here on Monday (29) for ball in 
Auditorium, 

Moral is, observed The News: ‘It 
pays to do things wholesale. Bring 
in one band, you're a piker; bring in 
two, you’re a hero. It would ap- 
pear that someone has the ~political 





pin out for the mayor.’ 


Sioux City; 6, Surf B., Clear Lake, } 


Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


According to a decision by the American Federation of Musicians the 
Famous Door, New York, must post a guarantee of two weeks’ Salary 
transportation from California to N. Y., before it can take advantage of 
a contract it has with the Stan Kenton band, new Coast find. Door Oper 
tors have until today (Wed.) to put the cash up or the four-week contract, 
calling for a Feb. 10 opening, will be void. 


General Amusement Corp., Kenton’s bookers, asked the union to 
into the differences it was having with the Door several weeks ago wh 
they explain, a definite opening date for the band wasn’t forthcomin 
Claim the indecision prevented them from booking the band elsewhere 
and that they didn't care to transport the band east without definite as. 
surance the date at the Door would be kept. 








Artie Shaw's New Year’s Eve date at Auditorium, Cleveland, has been 
reinstated. It had been cancelled week or so agn by squawks to Frank 
Lausche, Cleveland mayor, by theatre and nitery owners who figured 
Shaw's pull would eliminate a lot of the younger trade that they would 
normally get. 


Date was put back in when General Amusement, Shaw’s booker 
pealed to the Mayor, explaining that it had accepted a deposit on the 
ing and that it wasn’t easy to book the band elsewhere for that 
because dates for New Year's Eve are usually set far in advance. 


book. 
night 





Tommy Tucker’s band made a 15-minute transcription for ‘Bundles for 
Britain’ campaign few weeks ago, but it hadn’t been released to various 
radio stations by time Japan attacked the U. S. So instead of going out 
as an appeal for Britain master platter was dubbed to call for aid to 
‘Bundles for Bluejackets,’ which benefits U. S. sailors. Latter drive is a 
subsid of push for Britain, both American operated organizations. 

Before the changes in title and commercial could be made on the 
record, however, AFM okay had to be secured. Tucker made sides with- 
out compensation, 





Announcer on the Coca-Cola ‘Spotlight Bands’ program past Saturday 
night (20) pulled a faux pas at the beginning of the show that had him in a 
tailspin for the remainder of the half hour. Introducing the winner of the 
week (Tommy Dorsey) he went through an impressive spiel about the 
band then announced ‘Jimmy Dorsey.’ Tommy grabbed the mike to core 
rect things. 

Trade got a big howl out of the slip. 





Johnny Nelson, saxist, formerly with Claude Thornhill, quit that band 
last week to go into aeronautical training in this country, in preparation 
for joining the Royal Norwegian Air Force, which maintains a training 
unit in Canada. He’s of Norwegian birth. Conn Humphries replaced. 
Other change in Thornhill group is Lew From, wko replaces Nick Fatool 
at drums. More are to be made. 





Charlie Spivak slightly messed up the schedule of the Fitch Bandwagon 
radio programs by being booked into the Pennsylvania hotel, New York, 
opening Jan. 8. He was to air for Fitch Jan. 18, but rules of N. Y. local 
802 of the AFM forbid a band on location in N. Y. six days a week from 
working the seventh day. 

Broadcast had to be moved up to Jan. 4, prior to Penn opening. 





Now that Cy Walter has a location dance job at La Martinique, N.Y, 
the pianist-conductor’s nightly 3:30 a.m. chore over WOR isn’t so out-of- 
tune with his schedule. He heads his new band at the nitery until time 
to go on the air, 





Disc Reviews 





BEST RELEASE OF THE WEEK 


Woody Herman: ‘Tis Autumn’—‘I Guess I'll Be on My Way’ (Decca 4095) 

Arranged with extreme good taste and expertly played. Herman’s 
vocal, backed by chorus and Caroline Gray, is fine. Coupling is strong, 
too, a good tune well played. Leader lyrics. 











Tommy Tucker: ‘White Cliffs of 
Dover’—‘Train Song’ (Okeh 6487). 
‘Cliffs’ melody and lyric carries all 
earmarks of being a smash hit all 
around. Machines should go for it 
under new war conditions. Tucker’s 
version is cut with smooth neatness, 
Amy Arnell and Voices Three inter- 
preting lyric easily. Arrangement is 
good. Reverse was probably pur- 
posely wasted. Draggy, it’s a waste 
of time. Voices Three on words. 


ing Goodman clarinet work, with 
piano and trombone also sock. It 
jumps. Reverse is slower, with & 
rock to it that’s equally saleable. 
Breaks are similar, with another on 
electric guitar. 





Earl Hines: ‘I Got It Bad’—‘Straight 
to Love’ (Blue. 11374). Every oncé 
in a while Hines foregoes jump stuff 
for a commercial groove. And usu- 
ally does a good job; first side is a 
very tasty, slow interpretation of the 
Duke Ellington torch melody, using 
Billy Eckstein, Madeline Green and 
Three Varieties on a good vocal. It'll 
sell in boxes. Side is studded with 
Hines’ piano. Reverse hops back to 
jump groove. Played well, it isn’t 





Teddy Powell: ‘Serenade to a Maid’ 
—I Love You Best of All’ (Blue. 
11373). Powell may have a machine 
novelty click in comical first side, 
though it gives a impression of poor 
taster Neat melody in itself, every 
so often the playing erupts into pro- 





Vi {times burlesques various bands. It 
IC | 





too exciting. LeRoy Harris sings. 
Artie Shaw: ‘Make Love to Me’— 

‘Solid Sam’ (Vic. 27705). Shaw has 

been having trouble finding a vocal- 


longed bronx cheers and at other 


begins seriously, then the fun be- 
gins behind Dick Judge’s vocal. Re- 
verse sounds okay, too, a melody that 


seems familiar, one particularly suit-|1St- He still has his headache om 
ed‘for bar boxes. Ruth*Gaylor vocal | first side, a smoothly rhythmic ver- 
is bit below her usual standard. sion of a good tune cut considerably 


by Paula Kelly’s ineffective singing. 
She’s a sour note in an otherwisé 
commercial job. For counters. 
Shaw’s clarinet breaks are solid. Re 
verse is hop instrumental, good back 
ing, but not likely fo do much on its 
own. Breaks are frequent, and 
standout. 





Barry Wood: ‘Angels of Mercy’— 
‘One for All’ (Vic. 27708). There isn’t 
much of a box wallop in first tune, 
a listenable Irving Berlin melody de- 
dicated to Red Cross. Wood and Lyn 
Murray singers do a capable job on 
it, however, and counter’ reaction 
should be good. Reverse could easily 
be a solid war song if lyric were re- 
vised. Title is timely, but some lines 
hit a jubilant note of freedom that 
hasn’t yet been won. Changes might 
make it a good rallying tune. Wood 
and Murray group do it well in 
march tempo. 





Harry James: ‘Make Love to Me’— 
‘You Didn’t Know What Love IS 
(Col, 36446), What Shaw misses 
James gets on ‘Love.’ Helen Forrest 
gets off one of her typically strong, 
provocative vocais of the smart mel- 
ody, while James keeps his horn un- 
der mute wraps. It’s in slow, ballad 
tempo, not as strong as past James 
box hits, but a very saleable item, 
colorfully arranged. Reverse is fait 
tune from film ‘Keep ’Em Flying, 
sung solidly by Dick Haymes. James 
horn is clear and ‘solid. 





Benny Goodman: ‘Limehouse Blues’ 
—TIf I Had You’ (Okeh 6486). Good- 
man’s first sextet sides in months are 
solid, groovy things that boxes and 
counters can use. ‘Blues,’ which siz- 
zles, is led by exceptionally interest- 
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MUST DEFINE AIR HOUR 





AFM Snips Red Tape in Okaying 
Cuffo Dates for Bands in Army Camps 








¥ 


The American Federation of Mu- 
sicians has given its okay to route 
name bands into Army camps with- 
out pay and without guarantee of 
transportaiion and a meeting Thurs- 
day (18) betwen agency officials and 
USO-Camp Shows, Inc., began lay- 
ing plans to begin operations by Jan. 
1. Initial period for which bands 
have been made available is between 
that date and Jan. 15, with weekly or 
biweekly future meetings convening 
to work out further availabilities as 
time goes on. Twenty-two dates have 
been set for the first two weeks of 
1942. 
More than 200 bands are cooperat- 
ing in the new plan. They are ex- 
pected fill about 100 dates a week. 
No admish will be charged for the 
band shows in the camps. 

System has been set up as follows: 
One-night bookers of various book- 
ing agencies, Harry Squires, William 
Morris; Dick Gabbe, General Amuse- 
ment; Bob Bundy, Consolidated Radio 
Artists; Milton Deutsch, Frederick 
Bros., will report free time on their 
bands to Harry Moss of Music Corp. 
America, who will in turn advise 
Army-USO men what bands are free 
when, and in what territory. CSI 
will then assign dates and once 
they’re set they cannot be pulled out 
in favor of another booking on which 
the band might be sold at its regular 
price. 

On Days Off 

New York local 802 of the AFM 
aiso has given permission for bands 
on location in its jurisdiction to go 
into camps on days off. Since 802’s 
regulation forbid an outfit on loca- 
tion six days weekly in N.Y. from 
working the seventh day such per- 
mission was necessary, aside from 
the AFM okay to play without pay. 

Other points touched on at the 
meeting were the problems of trans- 
portation and pianos, with which few 
camps are equipped CSI men 
agreed to check and be sure the in- 
struments are available. On trans- 
portation it was suggested that since 
various bus companies gross a neat 
sum through regular band move- 
ments they might be willing to oc- 
casionally contribute a machine to 
haul outfits to camps for free, How- 
ever, it’s likely that most of the 
hauling of men and instruments will 
be done by Army trucks, as it has 
in the past. 

Wires dispatched to leaders last 
week asking their okay to work 
without pay were answered promptly 
and affirmatively. 


FAST WAXINGS 





Al Marsico Band Invests 


Savings in Defense Bonds 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 23. 

Three years ago, when Al Marsico 
and his eight-piece band opened at 
the Nixon Cafe, the men decided to 
establish a trust fund for themselves. 
Into the kitty went a weekly deposit 
by each man as well as all the tips 
orch received for request numbers. 
Whenever a musician left the outfit 
he received one-eighth of the money 
on hand at the time. 

Any departures from now on, how- 
ever, will have to wait 10 years for 
their cash. Last week Marsico and 
the boys decided to invest the couple 
of thousand bucks they had on hand 
in U. S. defense bonds, 





ARMY CALL-UPS 


ENDING DANCE 
COMBOS 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 23. 


War has already started to break 
up bands locally. Manuel Contreras 
outfit, which closes at Hotel Henry 
Jan. 3 after a four-month stay, will 
disband at that time, with Contreras 
and two others enlisting, leader as 
an interpreter. Don Roth group out 
of Des Moines, and at the Yacht 
Club for last two months, will like- 
wise call it quits in couple of weeks, 
with all eight men returning to their 
homes either to enlist or await their 
draft calls. 

Al Kavelin, who recently ended a 
stay at Green’s Casino, says he will 
try to keep on going but with re- 
placements exceedingly difficult to 
find. Couple of weeks before com- 
ing to Green’s he signed three new 
men and after rehearsing them day 
and night for a month, two of them 
turned in their notice last week to 
join up. 

For first time in years, musicians 
union local 60 says it hasn’t enough 
men on its rolls to meet the needs 
and general opinion is that most 
bands will have to depend for their 
fill-ins on youngsters coming within 
the 16-21 age range. 


- 














BIN OFF NORMAL 


DANGE 8 CASTS 





Remote Pick-Ups by Stations 
or Webs Can Occur Only 
During Hours Specified in 
Orchestra’s Contract with 
Employer — A.F.M. Dis- 
likes Radio Getting ‘Free 
Shows’ 


_——— 


PETRILLO’S VIEWS 





Dance orchestras have been banned 
by the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians from doing sustaining broad- 
casts from their hotel and ballroom 
stands outside the working hours 
stipulated in their contracts with 
such spots. The order, as issued by 
James C. Petrillo, AFM pres, last 
week, was aimed at those stations 
which capitalized on this practice 
through the device of selling pickup 
lines. Petrillo’s action was predi- 
cated on the grounds that the ran- 
dom airing of remotes at times 
when the bands were not actually 
on the job for dancing tended to 
impair the employment of studio 
staff musicians. 

The union found that the operators 
of dance spots throughout the coun- 
try had no compunction about hav- 


ing the orchestra doing a broadcast | 


during the afternoon or before open- 


| ing time just so long as the station 





which carried the program included 
a plug for the originating location. 
In addition to getting free programs 
the stations, it was also found, had 
built up a wider sale of their pickup 
lines. Spots that were anxious to 
get on the air became matinee cus- 
tomers when the stations informed 
them that there were no more 
night-time facilities available, but 
that there was nothing to prevent 
them from putting their bands on | 
earlier in the day. 

As the rule stands, a band may 
not originate from its current 
stand if the broadcasting period is 
not included in the working hours 
specified in the contract with that 
spot. If the stipulated working 
hours are from 6 to 9 p.m. and from 
11 p.m. to 2 p.m. the orchestra’s | 
remote broadcasts are to be re-| 
stricted to 6 to 9 p.m. and 11 p.m. 
to 2 a.m. 


vv 





Bob Crosby Tour Off 





Bob Crosby’s 
cancelled prospective 
tour of South America. 

Because of wartime transpor- 
tation difficulties. 


orchestra has 
12-week 








FACE ONTARIO 
PROSECUTION 


Totonto, Dec. 23. 

Owners of restaurants and dance 
spots permitting Sunday dancing to 
music provided by juke boxes hence- 
| forth face prosecution under the 
| Lord’s Day Act, it has just been ruled 
| by Attorney-General Conant of On- 
tario. 

Meanwhile, 
out to proprietors of restaurants and 
dance pavilions, etc., with the ad- 
monition that, if they persist in the 
current practice, they will be prose- 
cuted. 


RUSSELL (SIG) SHELLY 














Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 

Word was received here last week 
that Russell (Sig) Shelly, former 
local band leader, was killed during 
the Jap raid on Pearl Harbor De- | 
cember 7. 

Shelly, whose band was popular 
among the younger set in Bucks 
county, enlisted in the Navy on his 
birthday, Oct. 28, 1940. At first he 
was assigned to the Navy Band 
School, Washington, and was trans- 
ferred to the Hawaiian Islands last 
summer, 
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TERPS TO JUKES 


a warning has gone} 


PEARL HARBOR VICTIM 


Coca-Cola Gives Bands’ Jukebox 
Popularity the Brushoff as Phoney 
Barometer; Favors Cash Disk Sales 


In its sales poll, which determines 
the band assigned to the coveted 
Saturday night spot on its ‘Spot- 
light Bands’ program over the Mu- 
tual Broadcasting System, Coca-Cola 
is brushing off the highly rated im- 
portance of coin machines as a sales 
medium. While the outfits which 
occupy the Saturday Half-hour reach 
it on sales that conform with Coin 
Machine Best Seller ratings, no- 
where in the method in which 
they’re selected is any consideration 
given machine popularity. 

Reason for the sponsor’s refusal 
to utilize machine sales as an au- 
thority is the realization that, in 
many instances, records are not in- 
serted in boxes through popular re- 
quest. In checking, Coca-Cola’s ad- 
vertising agency found that press 
agents for various orchestras made a 
practice of keeping box operators 
supplied free with platters by their 
accounts, charging the cost off to 
advertising. That was true particu- 
larly in areas in which the band 
was playing or due to play. In addi- 
tion, it was found, that the differ- 
ence in price between the 50c and 
35c disc artists was not reconciled, 








Instead, Coca-Cola’s poll is taken 
by checking some 580 retail stores 
in various parts of the country and 
only the actual cash sales are tabu- 
lated. Results are multiplied by 
eight (there are 4,638 retail outlets), 
and the total sales, in cash, of a par- 
ticular record makes that band the 
winner. Until last Saturday (20) 
only two bands, both on Bluebird 
(35c) records, had reached the Sat- 
urday night spot. They were Freddy 
Martin and Glenn Miller. Past week, 
however, Tommy Dorsey played it 
on strength of his Victor (50c) re- 
cording of “This Love of Mine.’ 








DEB PARTIES 


IN BLACKOUT 


Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 
Philadelphia society has called a 
halt on all elaborate parties and 
balls, Tooters who’ve been getting 




















| asain 





OF WAR TUNES 
| 


Recording companies are racing | 
to be the first on the market with | 
some of the crop of war tunes writ- | 
ten since Dec. 7. Sammy Kaye re-| 
corded Republic Music’s ‘Let’s Re-| 
member Pearl Harbor’ last Wednes- 
day and the dise will be on the! 
stands today (Wednesday), an ex-| 
ceptionally quick release. However, 
it will be circulated in New York | 
only at that time. Out of town re-| 
tailers can’t be reached until later. | 

Columbia is rushing through Mills | 
Music’s ‘You're a Sap Mr. Jap.’ It 
Was recorded yesterday (Tuesday) 
by Eddy Duchin. 


Wallace AFM Slate Given | 
Another Term on Coast | 


: Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Entire slate led by J. K. (Spike) 
allace as president was returned 
to office at annual election of Musi- 
cians Local 47, Vote was about five 
O one. Re-elected were John 
aa vice prez; Frank B. Pendle- 
On, recording secretary, and Al C. 
€yers, financial secretary. 
Trustees are John M. Boyd, H. C. 
Teen and Richard Dickinson. Re- 
urned as directors are Zarhm Bick- 
ford, Jack Baptiste, Art Gindler, | 
aury H. Paul and George M. Smith. | 
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the stud book trade may be in for a 
lean season, Top Blue Book affair— 
the Assembly Ball—has been called 
off. While at least a dozen of already 
scheduled coming out parties have 
been cancelled and very few others 
are being booked. 

It was announced last week by 
three of the swankiest finishing 
schools in this section—Agnes Irwin, 
Shipley and Springside—have insti- 
tuted courses in defense and first aid 
instead of the usual last year course 
the niceties of the This 
the buds will be coming out 
sans fanfare for some time. 


t debut. 


means 





DISTURBANCE FORGOTTEN 


Fifth Postponement Request By Cops 
Frees Detroit Musicians 








Detroit, Dec. 23. 
Charges against two Detroit musi- 


, cians, William Stegmeyer and Daniel 


Doyle, accused of disturbing the 
peace, were dropped when for the 
fifth time the prosecution sought a 
postponement. The two bandmen 
were eager for the cops to appear 
against them since they had count- 
| ered with charges that they were 
| beaten up and Stegmeyer’s jaw 
| broken when they left the Ash- 
| Trumbull Club here late on Nov. 6. 


| However, the reason the cops had 
| failed to appear was thata@pne of 
them, Patrolman Marvin Straith, was 

involved in the shooting of a citizen 
la few days after the attack on the 
, musicians and his partner, William 

Daly,.-was wounded by one of 
; Straith’s.stray shots. 
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ORCHESTRA GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 24, 194] 





Band Grosses Seem to Be Bouncing 
Back: Spivak $22,000, Philly; Basie 
206 in N.Y.; Savatt $19,000 in Pitt 





(Estimates for This Week) 

‘Count Basie,’ New York—(Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-85-99). With Hattie Mc- 
Daniel on stage, ‘Blues in the Night’ 
(WB) on screen (2d-final wk). Hold- 
over poor at $20,000, but not far from 
first seven days’ take of $25,000, very 
disappointing. Basie credited with 
accounting for most of biz. Film not 
much b. o. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Providence—(Met- 
ropolitan; 3,200; 44-55-65). “Mr. Ce- 
lebrity’ (Rep) on screen. Knockout 
$9,000 for three-day stand, without 
help from screen. 

Jan Savitt, Pittsburgh—(Stanley; 
3,800; 30-44-66). With Martha Raye 
and ‘Kathleen’ (M-G). Band, of 
course, is accounting for a little, but 
Miss Raye’s the major magnet and 
she in turn can give some credit to 
picture, inasmuch as there’s been 
considerable interest in Shirley 
Temple’s ‘comeback.’ Week doesn’t 
close until Xmas day and that’s usu- 
ally a heavy grosser locally, so whole 
thing should add up to very respect- 
able $19,000. ’ 

Artie Shaw, Newark—(Adams; 2,- 
000; 25-35-50-60). Teamed with ‘Pub- 
lic Enemies’ (Rep). Good $9,500 in 
four days. 

Charlie Spivak, Philadelphia— 
(Earle; 2,768; 35-46-57-68-75). Getting 





A 


excellent support from Carol Bruce 
and Ray Bolger, plus ‘Confirm or 
Deny’ (20th) on screen. Combo gross- 
ing good $22,000 despite pre-Xmas 
letdown elsewhere in Philly. 

Orrin Tucker, New York—(Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). With 
Bonnie Baker, other acts on stage, 
‘Birth of Blues’ (Par) on screen (3d- 
final wk). Starts concluding stanza 
(3d) today (Wed.), when pace should 
pick up; the second week through 
last night (Tues.) was $38,000, only 
$4,000 behind the prior lap, the total 
for the 14 days being satisfactory in 
view of adverse b. o. factors. 





Wm. Morris Opens Office 
In Cleveland Next Week 


The William Morris agency is 
opening a Cleveland offi-~ with Phil 
Brown, now in Chicago for General 
Amusement, as its head. 

Brown has handed GAC his resig- 
nation, effective the first of the year. 





Pittsburgh option pick-ups last 
week included Don Roth, for an- 
other eight weeks, at Yacht Club; 
Al Marsico, indefinite, at Nixon 
Cafe; Tommy Flynn, two weeks, at 
Merry-Go-Round, and Baron Elliott, 
through Jan. 15, at William Penn 
hotel. 











WE START THE 


WHITE 


LOUIS BERNSTEIN, Pres. 





A Continuous Performance Since 1906 
A Standard Added to Our Catalogue Every Year! 


1934 Last Roundup « 1935 Old Spinning 
Wheel « 1936 Red Sails In The Sunset « 
1937 Chapel In The Moonlight ¢ 1938 
Double Dare You « 1939 My Prayer e 
1940 South of The Border e 1941 


Nightingale Sang In Berkeley Square « 


AND NOW . 


THE NO. 1 FIRM OFFERS 
THE NO. 1 SONG FOR 1942 


OF DOVER 


By NAT BURTON and WALTER KENT 


THE NO. 1 SONG IN SALES 
AT THE TOP IN PERFORMANCES 


SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & CO., INC. 


1270 Sixth Avenue, New York 


YEARS RIGHT! 


CLIFFS 


JONIE TAPS, Gen. Mgr. 


London Best Sellers 
(Week Ending Nov. 15) 





"Russian Rose’. vise. o-sses Dash 
‘My Sister and !’...... Campbell 
‘Forget Me Not Lane’....Wright 
TOUS” .scckaduaeseest¥ Maurice 
‘It Always Rains’....... Chappell 
‘Marie Elena’........+: Southern 


‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’.... Victoria 
‘Cornsilk Boosey 
‘I Hear a Rhapsody’...Campbell 
‘Sand in My Shoes’ Victoria 


Xmas 1-Niter Lull: 
McGee Neat 76, 
Donahue OK $925 


(Estimates) 


Bob Chester (Arcadia B., Provi- 
dence, R. I.). Fresh from stay at 
Log Cabin, Armonk, N. Y., Chester 
drew fair 3,200 dancers here at 55c. 

Al Donahue (Brookline C. C.,, 
Philadelphia, Dec. 20). Donahue 
proved a nice draw at this spot, 
pulling about 925 at $1. 

Johnny McGee (Totem Pole, Au- 
burndale, Mass., Dec. 17-20). McGee 
is well known here and in four days 
did smart biz. Pulled 9,800 dancers 
at usual $1.45 couple for $7,105 gross, 
good considering Xmas rush of 
nearby students for other parts. 

Will Osborne (Raymor-Playmor 
B., Boston, Dec, 19-20). Osborne 
teamed with local band, Chick Har- 
rington, and despite Xmas lull did 
1,600 Friday and 2,200 Saturday for 
$1,320. Management pleased. 

Dick Rogers (Empire B., Allen- 
town, Pa., Dec. 20). Rogers proved 
light at this big spot, pulling 760 
dancers at 85c. However, Empire 
draws heavily from local colleges, 
which are now emptied by Xmas 
holiday stretch. 


Portland Ban on Beer 
With Dancing Provokes 
Civic Clash of Views 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 23. 

There will be no beer in Portland 
dance halls from now on, the city 
council voted at last meeting, after 
a representation of civic, women’s 
and church organizations cham- 
pioned the ban. The ban on beer 
| in dance halls is an echo of 25 years 
| ago and goes back to the old saloon 
days when the city would not allow 
drinks of any kind where there was 
dancing. 

There will be another battle over 
the matter Friday, Dec. 26, when an 
| amendment will be considered to 
change the definition of dance halls 
so hotels and restaurants may serve 
| liquor in connection with meals and 


On the Upbeat 


Don McCrane set for a February 
run at Commodore Perry hotel, To- 
ledo. 
































Dick®Shelton’s orchestra played at 
Yankee Lake, near Youngstown, Dec. 
19-21, including a matinee on Sun- 
day (21), 





George Duffy now at the Hotel 
| Syracuse. 





Sammy Szemetho, who used to 
| play with the Ambassadors, a To- 
| ledo orchestra, has organized his own 
| army band from among the men of 
| the Fourth Training Battalion at 
Camp Wheeler, Ga. 








Charlie James orchestra playing 
at the Tropics, Youngstown. 





Art Kassel band will henceforth 
be managed by Arthur Michaud- 
Howard Christenson agency. 





Pelham Heath Inn, Pelham, N. Y., 
is installing outdoor skating rink on 
its grounds, patrons circulating from 
rink to dining-dancing room as they 
desire. 





Vin Badale replaced Jimmy Farr 
in Johnny Long trumpet section at 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 
Farr is on his way into army. 





Shep Fields and Bob Chester 
Switched booking for Top Hat, 
Union, N. J., Fields now set to 





i 








(Continued. on -page “40) 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel giyg 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend ang 
holiday price.) 





Covers Total 


Band Hote! Played Week Oe tan, 
Eddy Duchin*....Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50)..... Seeveese OS 1,850 20,609 
Benny Goodman*.New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)....++..10 1,575 18,759 
Harry James.....Lincoln (200; 75c-$1)...... YTTT Te 900 11,950 
Val Olman*.,,,,. Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)........00008 6 400 ‘97s 
Ray Kinney*,,...Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 36 1,400 48,795 
Glenn Miller.....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1).......... ll 2,100 23.609 
Vaughn Monroe*.Commodore (400; 75c-$1)......e.66+ Il 925 13,375 


*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 





Chicago 

Les Brown (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.) Brown holds until Jan. 13, 
having done a bang-up job. Held to 2,500 customers last week. 

Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50). Came back 
somewhat after war dip and played to 3,700 people last week. 

Lou Breese (Chez Paree; 500; $3-$3.50 min.). Breese goes out on the 
road tomorrow (Wednesday) after excellent stay here; will be back in 
the spring. Managed 3,100 diners last week. 

Jack Teagarden (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 1700; $1-$2.50 min.), 
This makes it five weeks for Teagarden here and he has done well in 
Chicago, playing to 2,700 patrons. 

Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). 


; War makes 
it tougher for this hotel but Kassel still all right, 1,700 plates. 





Los Angeles 


Ray Noble (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Town more Christmas-minded 
than frolic-conscious and week won't add up over the 1,000 mark. 

Jimmy Waish (Biltmore; 1,150; minimum $1-$1.50). Down to around 
2,000 covers, but would have done much better under more favorable con- 
ditions, 

Stan Kenton (Palladium; 6,000; 65c-$i). Weekend trade is the big item 
here and newcomer will push the count up to around 8,000. 

Bob Crosby (Trianon, South Gate; 800; 55c-75c). Affected along with 
others by pre-holiday letdown; 3,000 on week plenty under normal biz. 

Harry Owens (Roosevelt; 300; 75c-$1). Hasn't caught on yet and must 
call it a week at around 500 tabs. 

Horace Heidt (Casa Manana, Culver City; 2,000; 55c). Opened last Friday 
night (19) and should give this spot a much-needed lift. Johnny Richards 
finished off with around 1,500 hoofers. 

Paul Whiteman (Florentine Gardens; 1,100; $1-$1.25). Nothing seems to 
affect the pull of this band. Whiteman name is still magic, testified to by 
another week of 6,500 payees. Only bright spot in town, 





San Francisco 


Henry Busse (Rose Room, Palace Hotel; 500; 50c-$1.50). Third week 
landed nifty 1,622 covers, excellent in view of blackout conditions. Band 
may stay an extra 20 days for total of near nine weeks. 


—— 


BIGGEST NOVELTY REQUEST TODAY- 


By Public Demand! 


The Timely and Most Publicized Novelty Song 
Rousing Applause Getter 


YOU'RE A SAP, MISTER JAP 


Get on This Song Immediately ! Watch for Record Releases ! 
—_@—_—— 


A Warm, Beautiful Ballad 


We'll Always 
REMEMBER PEARL HARBOR 


An excerpt from this heartfelt lyric: 


“Our lips will be saying ‘Pearl Harbor’ 
On each bead of our rosary... 

We'll Always Remember Pearl Harbor 
Our harbor of memories!” 


—— 


REACHING NEW HEIGHTS 
Featured in the M-G-M Picture, “The Feminine Touch” 


JEALOUS 


Recorded by the Andrews Sisters, Alvino Rey, 
Tony Martin and Others 


4 
PATRIOTIC HIT OF THE LAST WAR... 
A Greater Song Today 


AMERICA, | LOVE YOU 


Featured and Recorded by KATE SMITH, BARRY WOOD, 
HORACE HEIDT, DICK POWELL 


s 
In Preparation— 


A Beautiful Thought in Words and Music 
1 GAVE YOU HIS DAD (NOW | GIVE YOU HIS SON) 


MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 


1619 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


SIDNEY MILLS, Professional Manager 
West Coast Office: 8746 Sunset Boulevard, Hollywood, Calif. 
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College Instructor Urges Research 
Replace Trial-and-Error Ways. 


Of Popular Music Publishing 


John G. Peatman, the City College 
of New York instructor who has 
been checking piugs for Broadcast 
Music, Inc., is trying to interest 
the ASCAP sector of the music busi- 
ness. He wants the publishing in- 
dustry to underwrite a research pro- 
ject of his through which, Peatman 
figures, publishers will find out why 
on” song has gone over and another 
has_ flopped. Robert Burton, a 
lawyer for BMI, has been active in 
seeking to get a hearing for Peat- 
man and his research idea from the 
Music Publishers Protective Associa- 
tion. 

As part of his approach Peatman 
has evolved quite an indictment of 
t!:.2 methods used by Lucky Strike 
in gathering and collating data for 
its ‘Hit Parade.’ Peatman thinks 
that the American Tobacco Co.’s 
methods are inaccurate, unfair and 
serve as a false barometer for deter- 
minging the status of current hit 
tunes. He wants to shéw Lucky the 
sort of survey from which it ought to 
work. 

Music publishers have tradition- 
ally limited themselves to the trial 
and error method. If a song went 
over, it was a hit; if it didn’t it was 
classified as a ‘dog.’ Peatman says 
that’s all wrong. He believes that 
publishers could operate with much 
great economy and effectiveness if 
they based their operations on the 
results of an investigation into the 
‘social psychology of popular music’ 
which he would like them to under- 
write. 


Following is a sample from his 
proposed probe: 
| The Consumer of Popular Music | 
A. When is a Hit a Hit? (This 
study would be conducted by ques- 
tioners in the field). 


B. Who is the consumer and why 
does he buy? How? 


C. Who is the resistent non-con- 
sumer? 
D. Experimental studies in the 
psychology of listening habits. 
1. With incomplete musical 
forms and juxtaposed parts. 
2. With novel forms, structural 
and idiomatic vari&tions. 
3. Substitutional listening for 
musical apperception. 
4. Canalization effects of repe- 
tition. 





E. Experimental study of values | 


for possible musical types. 
Peatman’s second division of his 
propose investigation deals with 
the psychological] and musical char- 
acter of popular music. Here the 
CCNY psychology instructor would 
analyze samples of published and re- 
jected songs and how the former 








| 
| 
| 





Non Stop Cycle 





Hollywood, Dec. 23, 

Add war songs: 

‘Uncle Sam's Nephew Private 
Joe,’ by Joei Malone and Rich 
Hall; ‘Me and My Buddy Next 
Door,’ by Stanley Cowan and 
Sidney Miller. 











CANADA PAYS 


SAME FEES 
FOR 1942 


Montreal, Dec. 23. 

The Copyright Appeal Board has 
revealed that Canadian broadcasters 
have reached an agreement with the 
Canadian Performing Rights Society 
and also BMI to continue in 1942 the 
1941 copyright payment basis. Ar- 
guments were heard by the board 
against proposed licenses for coin- 
operated musical instruments and 
motion picture projectors used for 
commercial purposes. Judgment was 
reserved, but Justice A. K. MacLean 
indicated the agreement on broad- 
casting rates would be approved. 

Existing basis for copyright pay- 
ment by broadcasters is eight cents 
for each private radio license to the 
C. P. R. S. and one cent to BMI Can- 
ada, Ltd. This will give former an 
income of $116,377.36 and latter $14,- 
547.17 in 1942. Under the original 
proposal filed with the board for 
1942 the Performing Rights Society 
asked a new basis of revenue which 
would yield $203,660 and BMI asked 
$38,792. The 1942 agreement was 
reached to meet emergency condi- 
tions, the board was told, and was 
regarded by all parties as not estab- 
lishing a precedent. 

Estimate is that there are between 
6,000 and 7,000 coin-operated ma- 
chines in Canada. 








{checked out unexpectedly for an en- 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week Ending Dec. 20) 





White Cliffs of Dover...Shapiro 


Shepherd Serenade..... Mayfair 
pg a a Robbins 
Chattanooga Choo Choo... .Feist 
Meee Cee aka tevvenbes Tobias 
Tonight We Love..... ...Maestro 
Shrine of St. Cecelia......Braun 
This Love of Mine...... Embassy 
Madelaine .......... a Santly 


Why Don’t We Often...Triangle 
Bells of San Raquel....Southern 


Concerto for Two....... Shapiro 
Two in Love........ J. Campbell 
ie | So Reet Majestic 


Sinner Kissed an Angel.Famous 


On-the-Upbeat 


Continued from page 38 














open Jan. 6. Chester set for Strand 
theatre, N. Y., instead, opening Jan. 
23. 





Will Bradley gets slot at Valley 
Dale, Columbus, O., opening Jan. 
20 for three weeks. 





Billy Bisset band moved from 
MCA representation to Fredericks 
Bros. 





Abbott and Costello’s initial re- 
cording for Victor is ‘Hey, Abbott, 
Hey.’ It. may go into their next 
Universal film, ‘Pardon My Sarong.’ 





Eddy Rogers now at the Olympic 
hotel, Seattle, playing for dinner 
dancing in the Georgian Room and 
for supper dancing in the Bowl. 





Harry James booked into Stanley 
theatre for week beginning Jan. 2 
following the Ted Weems date. 





Max Tarshis band into Club 51, 
Pittsburgh, for indefinite run, re- 
placing the Billy Merle outfit, which 


gagement at Imperial Hotel in Kan- 
sas City. 





NBC, CBS, Mutual-Plugs 





music publishing industry. 





+ Filmusical. 
t Legitimate. ° 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all thre 
networks—NBC, CBS and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—WJZ, : 
and WOR, N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning Monday. 
through Sunday (Dec, 15-21), from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on don 
provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source for the 


WABC 


TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
This Is No Laughing Matter....... van eo we ii tee oats Block — 
Ween PON OO TNNUOE oc. cis dni locos 0's ivrsccc cose Shapiro ......... 2 
Everything I Love—t‘Let’s Face It’............0e00: Chappell .......,, 25 
SE a. 0 is bad 50 ocala ee be dnde Ueemeeeee ng 25 
Bite te ds chad Boo 6 pede nee s+ sn Cote bees Cees i 25 
Elmer’s Tune......... Coc rccecosvervesccsesccnevccees Robbins ......., . 22 
OTIS GE BAM TOGMG iis ois soc ew ednccs ceseiccodenens Southern ......, - 20 
Chattanooga Choo Choo—?‘Sun Valley Serenade’.....Feist .........,,. 19 
PRUNE BVO OC BEIM, occ cece ccsnevesecenccieeessesens Embassy ........, 19 
Be SEIN on coe -gann cee sgh ew¥ne Vas SOSk 00 Haws HO Oh0 T. B. Harms,-...., 16 
I er et ek based bale k vaa EA ee ee cocaine ME 
This Time the Dream’s on Me—?‘Blues in Night’.... Remick .......,., 14 
Why Don't We Do This More Often?................. pe» 13 
er errs. Tee Tey a eee LTE ee Paramount ....., 12 
ee Se ah. kt casa e ewes dae oman see |. ee ll 
ee Be rade h ii Vad ccccdscccscsvcesees Witmark ......... ll 
Anniversary Waltz..... Feb Ri FOP Pee rere re eee | eS 10 
Es 2.68.65 cosy ede bod vss b2.008 6aRe ees exe's Wve tee i. soe 10 
Tropical Magic—t‘Weekend in Havana’.............. 3 eee 10 
ee ee Oe I a a vac 6) 4000s CAS PbeS ei eco He Oees ree a) 
Humpty Dumpty Heart—t‘Playmates’................ Southern ......., 9 


* Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP. 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





and respective publishers.) 





Trumpeter Joe Bruno, brother of | 





Tony Bruno, who leads orchesira at | 
Boston Latin Quarter, was released | 
from Army last week and was pre- | 
paring to join Tony’s band when re- 
called by the Army due to Jap situ- 
ation. 





Herman Middleman returns to 
Yacht Club, Pittsburgh, Jan. 5, suc- | 
ceeding the Don Roth band. Mid- | 
dleman was at Yacht Club for nearly | 
two years prior to Roth booking. 








fare in plugs, sheet music, record | 


sales and jukeboxes. 

For his third project Peatman 
would analyze the publishers them- 
selves and find out why they select 
one song and reject another. He 
would also dig into the influence of 
band leaders in plugging tunes, the 
role of sheet music distribution in 
the popularization of a song, what 
part large stations as against small 
stations play in making a number 
and the life cycle of a song hit. 





} 








SIDNEY KORNHEISER 
LARRY SHAYNE 
WALTER FLEISHER 
RALPH SMITMAN 
SIDNEY GOLDSTEIN 


(Chicago) 


WALTER DONOVAN 


(California) 


BENNIE CAIRNS 


(Cinn.) 


MAXIE KENDRICK 


(Phila.) 





Wishing Our Friends 


A ferry Christmas 


FAMOUS MUSIC CORP. 
PARAMOUNT MUSIC CORP. 


CHARLIE ROSS 
ABE FARBMAN 
MICKEY GLASS 
IRWIN TIMBERG 
EDDIE TALBERT 


(Chicago) 


ETHEL BERGER 


(Chicago) 


TUBBY GARRON 


(California) 


MACK CLARK 


(Boston) 











| Chatterbox, Pitt. 


Pittsburgh, for 


Stanley Melba also doing the Cafe 
Pierre (N. Y.) cocktail dansants in| 
addition to his dinner-supper chores 
at the hotel’s Cotillion Room. | 





Harry Sosnik, chief Decca house | 

P | 

records under his own label, apart | 
from supervising the general salon | 
and accomp work. 





Val Grayson and his band ome, 
from the Edgewater Beach Hotel, | 
Chicago, to the Cascades Room, 
Hotel Pick-Ohio, Youngstown. 

Betty Gayle has rejoinéd Don 
Ricardo’s band at Youngstown. 





Bill Rizzo, Pittsburgh trombone 
player, has joined Baron Elliott’s 
band at the Hotel William Penn’s 





Jimmie Davis’ nine-piece band, 
at Tonopah, Nevada, for annual 
Elks Charity Ball. Davis recently 
finished at the Mark Hopkins, San 
Francisco. 


5. You Made Me Love You (11) Broadway.. 


6. Do You Care? (4) Campbell........ 


7. Piano Concerto (15) Maestro....... 
Tonight We Love (9) Maestro....... 
Concerto for Two (5) Shapiro...... 


8. Shrine of St. Cecilia (1) Braun..... 


1. Chattanooga Choo-Choo (9) Feist... 


2. Elmer’s Tune (8) Robbins.......... 
3. This Love of Mine (10) Embassy.... 
4. Shepherd Serenade (6) Mayfair..... 


eee 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebozes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ 
of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


Names 


Figures and names in 


(Glenn Millc........ Bluebird 
) Andrews Sisters...... Decca 
{ Gienn Miller.......Bluebird 
) Ardrews Sisters...... Decca 
{ Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 
}Tommy Tucker ...... Okeh 
4 eee Decca 
) Johnny Long ..... . .Decca 
Harry James .....Columbia 


oT he Sree Decca 
) Les Brown........ 


..+. | Freddy Martin..... Bluebird 


t Pony PEAT ws cs.cews es Decca 

Claude Thornhill. .Columbia 
[Al DOmMGRUG«.. 0 0ceees Okeh 
) Vaughn Monroe....Bluebird 
( Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 


9. Moonlight Masquerade «1) T. B. Harms.. ) Vaughn Monroe... . Bluebird 


10. "Tis Autumn (1) Witmark.......... 


(Les Brown............-Okeh 
) Woody Herman....... Decca 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 


in demand on the coin machines.) 


This Is No Laughing Matter (Block)....... 


| maestro in N. Y., making more dance | This Time Dream’s On Me (Remick)...... 


Ev’rything I Love (Chappell)..... 


| Sinner Kissed Angel (Famous)......... 


Madelsine (Santhy) .....ceccsesccvcsees 


| Bells of San Raquel (Pear)............. 


White Cliffs Dover (Shapiro)........... 


Blues in Night (Remick)............... 


{ Charlie Spivak........ .Okeh 
* ) Sammy Kaye.. ...... Victor 
{ Woody Herman....... Decca 
) Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 


Glenn Miller 


{Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 
**** ) Vaughn Monroe... Bluebird 
{ Bob Chester........ Bluebird 
) Sammy Kaye........ . Victor 
{Sammy Kaye ....... Victor 
eee ee EPROP che 0 Columbia 
{ Dick Jurgens........-- Okeh 
**** ) Claude Thornhill...Columbia 


Woody Herman......- Decca 





Some War Questions 





Boston, Dec. 23. 
Does a band still receive its pay in 
|case of a black-out? In case of an 
|}emergency and the government takes 
over a ballroom? 





Eddie Weitz with Gerry Richards 
on the vocals, back at Colonial. 
fourth engagement 
this year. 





Vincent Lopez’ stay at the Taft 
Hotel, New York, has been extended 
again, this time to June, 1942, 





Bob Allen band’s opening at Rose- 
land Ballroom, New York, moved up 
to Friday (12). He replaced Dick 
Rogers band, which shifted to Brook- 
lyn Rosemont B. 

Bob Chester set for two weeks at 
Top Hat, Union, N. J., Dec. 6, follow- 
ing current Carl Hoff. 





Michael Loring band took Julie 
Shwartz on sax, replacing Alan 
Fields. 





Cab Calloway took his first vaca- 
tion in 11 years on closing Trenton, 
N. J., Sunday (14), but opens Christ- 
mas Day at the Metropolitan the- 





atre, Providence, R. L 


Several local operators would like 
|}to know the answers to these two 
| questions, Since no ruling was 
|available from local Musicians’ 
| Union officials, they are requesting | 
‘Variety’s’ assistance. 
| 





‘Variety’ would be 


€ : 
interested in | 
knowing, too. 








Dich Kuhn 
and His Orchestra 


The Biggest Little Band 
in Radio 


4th Year Hotel Astor 


DECCA RECORDS 


MUTUAL NETWORK 
Dir.: M.C.A, 














Tommy Tucker (OKEH) 
Guy Lombardo (DECCA) 


HOLLYWOOD 
5834 La Mirada Ave. 








CANCEL THE FLOWERS 


By Eddie Seiler, Sol Marcus and Bennie Benjemen—Writers of 


[ DON’T WANT TO SET THE WORLD ON FIRE 


RECORDED BY 


Tony Martin (DECCA 
Mitchell Ayres (BLUEBIRD) 


Charioteers (OKEH) 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 


NEW YORK CITY 


1585 Broadway 


CHICAGO 
Woods Theatre Bldg. 
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~— Challenge Lucky's Hit Ratings 


The music publishing trade thinks it has good cause for regarding 
the tune listings on Lucky Strike’s ‘Hit Parade’ with askance in light 
of the fact that Lucky’s installment of last Saturday night (20) 
didn’t include ‘White Cliffs of Dover’ even though the song topped 
the week’s best-seller list by a wide margin and rated near the top 

lugs. 
Pee question raised in the trade was whether the omission was a 
case of somebody guessing wrongly or whether ‘White Cliffs’ moved a 
little too fast for Lucky’s system of compiling the most popular tunes 
of the week. 


~ASCAP Quarter Dividend, $850,00 

















Society Able to Keep Payments Within $150,000 of 
1940 Split 


v 








ASCAP’s Record 


Publishing firms affiliated with 
ASCAP last week not only took 
over the leadership of sheet best 
sellers, but captured the first five 
spots on the list. It makes the 
first time that an ASCAP pub has 
topped the list since the break 
between the Society and ASCAP 
last Dec. 31. 

ASCAP resumed relations with 
NBC and CBS Oct. 30. 


PODELL SEEKS — 
TO END SUIT 


Effort to settle the $1,270,000 suit 
brought by 14 writers against CBS, 
NBC, BMI and the National Asso- 
iciation of Broadcasters early this 
jyear is being made by ASCAP. 


lJ. 6. CONCEDES :<::. Podell, special ASCAP coun- 
. sel during the negotiations with 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has cut up 
a royalty plum of $850,000 for the 
final quarter of 1941. Checks went 
out to the membership last weekend. 
In light of the fact that ASCAP had 
during the first 10 months of 1941 
been deprived of income from the 
major part of the broadcasting in- 
dustry the $850,000 is extraordinary. 
It’s only $150,000 less than what it 
was for the like quarter of 1940 
when ASCAP still had millions com- 
ing in from radio, About $700,000 of 
the $850,000 came from collections 
and the balance from the Society’s 
reserve fund. ; 

ASCAP’s total royalty divvy for 
1941 came to $3,600,000, or $1,000,000 
less than the distribution that pre- 
vailed for the previous year (1940). 
In 1941 it was $1,000,000 each for the 
first two quarters and $750,000 for 
the third quarter. 























NBC and CBS for a new licensing 


agreement, is in on the discussions 
The music industry has been as- 








for a settlement out of court. When 
court by Robert Daru as lawyer for 

sured by the Office of Production |the group, charged the defendants 

The assurance came in response to a 

letter sent to Washington by the 


are members of ASCAP, The action, 
tive of the important part that music — 
ASCAP Members May 





the deal with the webs was consum- 
mated the ASCAP directors morally 
committed themselves to do all they 
could to clean up this litigation. 
All but one of the 14 suing writers 
Management through the National|With violating the state's anti- 
Music Council that it need not r monopoly law by combining er weep 
ec NOt WOITY | these writers’ works off the air and 
| about having its materials curtailed | thereby destroy the usefulness of 
because the Government is apprecia- | the numbers. 
Council. 

While the music publishing indus- 
try’s prime material is paper, it is 
dependent on metals for its printing 

» plates. 


which was filed in the N. Y. supreme 
plays in maintaining public morale. 
Sue in Nebraska 


ASCAP has started to let its mem- | 
bers act for themselves !n licensing | 


users or bringing infringement tion 








in those states where legislation 
: LOU LEVY DICKERING hostile to the society is now in effect. | 
: The first state involved in such a) 
FOR OLMAN CATALOG: release is Nebraska. 
The move allows the individual 
| writers or composers to go after) 





radio stations and others that have} 
been barred by local statute to do/| 


ters, is dickeri : | business directly with the society. | 
1 f = . . : 
ng with Guy Lom |The Federal still makes it incum- 


bardo for th Se . 
Music a=" oe Comen| bent upon users to refrain from 
Contracts will using copyrighted works unless per- 

; mission has been obtained from the 


Lou Levy, owner of Leeds Music 
and manager of the Andrews Sis- 





probably be signa- | 





| 

' 2 
a by the end of the current copyright owners. The Nebraska | 
as |law does not prevent ASCAP’s staff | 

from functioning in that state as a| 

: Don Teeters, Toledo singer and} policing setup for writers and pub-| 


lishers, as the result of which the 
latter can act on evidence gathered | 
through this channel. 
ten by himself.: He is the son of Al- Florida may be next to be affected 


§ ®Ngwriter, has opewed his own busi- 
ness, the Numelody Song Co., which 
Will publish and market songs writ- 








len Teeters, retired circus man and| by an ASCAP release to its mem- 
; Musician, | bership. 


a 


——E 














SING IT ! PLAY IT! 
London’s Smash Hit Comedy Song 


The Phony Little Man With the Trick Moustache 
MELY! TICKLING ! TUNEFUL! 
Write, Phone or Wire 


For Your Professional Material 
V. RAY GROBHOLZ, Attorney and American Representative 


BRITISH BROADCAST MUSIC, LTD. 


806 Kearny 2-1077 
Devon Street, Arlington, N. J. 531 King Street West, Toronto, Qnt. 
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Season’s Greetings From 


| Burleigh, 


|him to reconsider his move, 





BOB STRONG = His Orchestra | 











Management: MCA 


——s 
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|is set for the Trianon on Christmas 


10,400 Slot Machines 
In Wisc. Where They're 
Supposed to Be Tabu 


Milwaukee, Dec. 23. 


Wisconsin legislators and law en- 
forcement officers are red in the face 
at the revelation that 10,400 slot ma- 
chines, every one of them illegal un- 
der the statutes as interpreted by the 
supreme court, have just yielded the 
Federal government a jackpot of 
$390,000 in special taxes for Uncle 
Sam’s defense program, a fee of 
$37.50 being exacted for each one of 
the gaming machines, located in 
night clubs, taverns, roadhouses, 
cabarets and fraternal club houses. 

When the next fiscal year begins 
July 1, 1942, the new tax will be $50 
per machine per year. Officials as- 
sert that a conservatively estimated 
average 'take of $500 per ‘bandit’ 





yields the operators $5,200,000 an-| 


nually, 





ASCAP ADMITS 


47 NEW WRITER 
MEMBERS 


Membership list of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers has been expanded by 47 
more writers and five more publish- 
ing firms. Among the new pub- 
lisher entries is Glenn Miller (Mu- 
tual Music Society), and the new 
writer members inckude Jimmy Dor- 
sey, Jimmy Durante, Milton Berle, 
Vincent Lopez, Dick Jurgens, Will 
Osborne, Walter O’Keefe, and 
Benny Meroff. Also Henry Fink, 
who was co-author of ‘The Curse 
of An Aching Heart,’ published in 
1913. 

The newly admitted publishing 
firms, besides Miller’s, consists of 
Brashear Music Co, (standard), Har- 
man Music, Inc., (popular), Royal 
Music Publishers (pop), Society for 
the Publication of American Mu- 
sic (standard), and Triangle Music 
Corp. (pop). The last one is a sub- 
sidiary of Bregman-Vocco-Conn. The 
list of newly admitted writer mem- 
bers by ciassification follows: 

Popular: Andre Fabian, Milton 
Berle, Robert De Leon, Gene De 
Paul, Jimmy Dorsey, Jimmie Du- 
rante, Henry Fink, Doris Fisher, 
Michael Fitzpatrick, Jerome Gottler, | 
Lanny Grey, Gene Irwin, Roy 
Jacobs, Dick Jurgens, Ed Kirkeby, | 
Frank LaMarr, Vincent 
Benny Meroff, Carley Mills, Walter | 
O’Keefe, Will Osborne, William M. 
Paisley, Edward Pola, Dick Rog-| 
srs, Carl Sigman, Saul Tepper, | 
Frank L. Ventre, Fred Whitehouse. 

Standard: William Berwald, AlI- 
berto Bimboni, E. P. Bradley, Cecil 
Ed Chenette, Ul Cole, 
Clarence Dickinson, Sylvia Golden, | 
Igor Gorin, Elsie Jean, Howard D. | 





if 
pat 


McKinney, Wallingford Riegger, 
Michel Sciapiro, Blanche Ebert | 
Seaver, Hans Spialek, Gregory 


| Stone, Roy S. Stoughton, Burnet C. 
| Tuthill. 


Production: Frederick Herendeen. | 
WIP, Philly, Signs Up 
Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 
WIP has signed a contract with the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. 
Last Philly holdout to come back 


'to the fold. 





0’Connor Stays on Job 


Johnny O’Connor has withdrawn 
his resignation from the ASCAP | 
board of directors and he attended | 
for a while thé board meeting held | 
last week. 

The board by resolution had asked 
and 
O’Connor had also received a similar | 
request from a group of ASCAP 
writer members in Hollywood. 








Ray Heatherton orchestra sel at 
Trianon Ballroom, Toledo, on New 
Year’s night, after New Year’s Eve 
at exclusive Toledo Club (which, co- 
incidentally, is located next door to 
the Trianon). Leighton Noble’s band 





night. f 





Lopez, | 
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ix 
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ax 





* * * * 


eee” 


4 TIMELY LIST OF PROGRAM FAVORITES 





APPROVED AND APPLAUDED BY AMERICANS 


/ 


ON RADIO, AT civic EVENTS, IN SCHOOLS | 





A nation's music is proof of its morale. Now is the time 
to critically select America's own music by outstanding com- 
posers, for your programs. Robbins, Feist and Miller proudly 
present this carefully compiled list of songs, proven popular 
on musical programs, at civic events, in schools! All material 
available upon request. 


wie jo” MOUCin, 


From ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
-BALLAD FOR AMERICANS 


Text by John Latouche Music by Earl Robinson 


UNCLE SAM GETS AROUND 


Lyric by Leo Robin Music by Ralph Rainger 
From the 20th Century-Fox Picture “Cadet Girl” 


MARCHING ALONG TOGETHER 


New lyric by Mort Dixon 
Words and Music by Edward Pola and Franz Steininger 


| HEAR AMERICA SINGING 
Lyric by Mitchell Parish Music by Peter De Rose 


THE AMERICAN’S CREED 


Words by William Tyler Page Music by Hugo Frey 


MY OWN AMERICA 
Words and Music by Allie Wrubel 


PRIZE-WINNING SONG — NATIONAL SONG CONTEST 
COMMITTEE TO DEFEND AMERICA BY AIDING THE ALLIES 


ME AND MY UNCLE SAM 
Words and Music by William A. Dillon 


PRIZE-WINNING SONG -—— NATIONAL SONG CONTEST 
COMMITTEE TO DEFEND AMERICA BY AIDING THE ALLIES 


ANCHORS AWEIGH 


By Chas. A. Zimmermann 


MARCH FOR AMERICANS 
By Ferde Grofe 
























From LEO FEIST, Inc. 


IT’S A MIGHTY FINE COUNTRY 
(We’ve Got Here) 


Lyric by Jack Yellen Music by Sam E. Fain 
From Olsen & Johnson's “Sons O' Fun” 


K-K-K-KATY 
By Geoffrey O'Hara 


IF HE CAN FIGHT LIKE HE CAN LOVE 


New lyric by George W. Meyer 
Words by Grant Clarke and Howard E. Rogers 
Music by George W. Meyer 


OVER THERE 


By George M. Cohan 









* 



















From MILLER MUSIC, Inc, 
GREAT DAY 


Lyrics by William Rose and Edward Eliscu 
Music by Vincent Youmans 







From the musical play “Great Dey“ 


DRUMS IN MY HEART 


Words by Edward Heyman Music by Vincent Youmans 
From the musical production, “Through The Years” 


HAWAIIAN WAR CHANT 
English lyric by Ralph Freed 
Music by Johnny Noble and Leleiohaku 


FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT MARCH 
Words by Irving Caesar Music by William H. Woodin 
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If All Goes Well, Coasters Will Whoop 





It Up for 1942 Along the Nitery Belt 


Los Angeles, Dec. 23. 

If the present calm continues for 
another week and the war news from 
across the Pacific takes a more 
favorable turn, New Year’s eve busi- 
ness at hotels, niteries and taverns 
should approximate high ievels of 
previous years. The blackout scare 
has died down and the next one will 
be taken in stride, if and when it 
comes. There seems to be consider- 
able optimism among the entre- 
preneurs that the worst is over as it 
concerns panic and alarm, the popu- 
lace having been somewhat inured 
to national defense measures. 


Although reservations had been 
slow in coming and cancellations 
from out-of-towners mounted with 
the passing days, the bonifaces have 
been heartened by the changed at- 
titude of the townsfolk since the last 
blackout. People are going about 
their business in the usual way and 
conversation is not nearly’ so 
weighted with the serious aspects of 
what’s to come. The feeling is that 
we're well prepared, come what 
may. 

Another factor contributing to the 
general belief of a SRO New Year's 
eve is what many regard as a ‘last 
fling’ for some time to come. It’s 
the night to celebrate and most of 
the natives are expected to make the 
most of it. Should the Japs get 
what's coming to them along about 
year’s end, then any doubt of an 
hilarious evening with all stops out 
will have passed. Night club own- 
ers are keeping one eye on the 
reservation list and the other on the 
radio and newspaper headlines. 


Tariff at most of the spots has 
been increased along with every- 
thing else on the rise. Ambassador’s 
Cocoanut Grove is offering a com- 
plete evening for $18.50 plus tax. 
That includes the dinner, wine 
courses, after-dinner drinks, break- 
fast, favors and cover. Drinks will 
be poured ‘as many times as accel- 
eration of the mood demands.’ Bilt- 
more has a top tap of $12.50, which 
also obtains at Florentine Gardens, 
where Paul Whiteman and Nils T. 
Granlund’s floor show are the main 
attractions. The others average 
around $5. 


Last-minute checkups reveal that 
reservations are picking up and the 
all-around impression obtains that if 
things coast along as they have been 
during the past week the niteries 
will have little to worry about, 





New York Ditto 


New York, and for that matter 
every other key city, expects that 
New Year’s eve will maintain 
whoopee parity; thet it will be a 
leonine finale, with the last-minute 
rush more than offsetting the still 
slow pace at the moment. However, 
despite the seasonal Xmas lull there 
is already plenty of evidence that 
they’ve forsaken their war-news 
radios and started to cut-up once 
again. 





Saltonstall, Tobin in Pleas 
Boston, Dec. 23. 

After a sudden dip in local niteries 
and theatre business due to the Pearl 
Harbor incident, Governor Leverett 
Saltonstall and Boston’s Mayor 
Maurice Tobin appealed to the peo- 
ple of Massachusetts to carry out 
their plans for social and other activ- 
ities which do not conflict with the | 
war effort. Then this business took | 
an upsurge. 

The lid will be lifted here New 
Year’s Eve. The Boston License| 
Board has ruled that hotels, night 
clubs an dcafes may continue their 
special gala entertainments and food 
service to 4 am., but liquor sales 
must stop at l.a.m. 





New Orleans Biz Spiffy 
New Orleans, Dec. 23. 

The war has not cut into this 
city’s after-dark recreation. Hotels 
in the business district and night 
clubs in the French Quarter are en- 
joying business as usual—in some 
cases a little better than usual, with 
thousands of winter tourists here 
for the Sugar Bowl and East vs. 
West football classics, and the open. 
ing of the racing season at the Fair 
Grounds Christmas Day. 


Holiday bookings for the Blue 
Room at the Roosevelt, the town’s 
leading nocturnal rendezvous, are 
heavy. The smaller spots are bolt- 
stering their floor shows with addi- 
tional talent to lure in the visitors 


“Opry’ ’42 Plans 


Nashville, Dec. 23. 

WSM'’s tentshowing of ‘Grand Ole 
Opry’ will hit the road again in 1942 
after a very successful season last 
summer. Complete bookings through 
April have already been made. Show 
will be under management of Lee 
Wiles and Bunny Barnes. 

Territory served by ‘Opry’ unit 
will be North and South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, Missis- 
sippi and Florida. Show grossed ap- 
proximately $4,000 per week last 
season, 


EL CHICO, PITT, 
IN SUDDEN FOLD 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 23. 

First war casualty along the night 
club belt here was El Chico, which 
folded suddenly last week without 
warning. Employes reporting for 
work one night found the place 
closed and Joe Sala, owner and op- 
erator, unable to meet the payroll. 
He told acts, musicians and help, 
however, that they would be taken 
care of when fixtures and other 
properties were disposed of, but. 
among entertainers who had to leave 
town without their final week’s 
salaries were Sammy Walsh, m.c., 
Dolores Gaylord, singer; Hal Menk- 
an, dancer, and Mario and his Pan- 
American orchestra. 

Although it’s been known for some 
time that Sala was having a tough 
time of it, abrupt el foldo marked 
the first time he had ever failed to 
pay off an act. Understood that he 
sunk more than $23,000 into the spot. 
Sala, former head bartender at 
Nixon Cafe, took over El Chico, 
formerly \Plaza Cafe, in September, 
1940, and for a few months his 
rhumba room was the nitery sensa- 
tion of the town. Biz started to drop 
off last April. Sala was dark for a 
couple of months last summer, keep- 
ping only bar open, and might not 
have reopened in fall had not fresh 
money, chiefly from relatives, come 
in. 

Makes third cafe casualty here in 
a month. Other two, however, were 
caused by fires, New Penn being 
completely destroyed and Trelon be- 
ing damaged only to extent of $10,- 
000 but doubtful, under present con- 
ditions of getting started again. 
Leaves downtown with only three 
clubs, Nixon Cafe, Yacht Club and 
Villa Madrid, aside from William 
Penn Hotel’s supper dance room, the 
Chatterbox, which operates, how- 
ever, only four nights weekly. 

















JEAN SABLON 


‘Sablon’s repertoire is surefire— 
the staid Persian Room resounded 
time and again with insistent re- 
quests for encores’—Abel, Variety. 

Exclusive Decca Recordings 


Direction: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 











WIFE WHO FRONTED FOR 
MATE NIXED IN CAFE OK 


Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 
The State Liquor Control Board on 
Saturday (20) rejected the applica- 
tion for a liquor license filed by Mrs. 
Michael Slavin, wife of a former 
city detective, who sought to buy the 
Swan Club, in uptown Philly. 





grounds that Mrs. Slavin was front- 
ing for her husband. It was in line 
with the State’s announced policy 
of refusing to grant liquor permits 
to ‘straw men.” Slavin recently was 
released from prison, where he 
served a term for beating another 
detective. It is believed that Slavin 
feared a turndown because of his 
record and had his wife file for him. 





Joe Laurie, 3d, Trains 
With Canadian Air Corps 


Joe Laurie, Jr.’s son, Joe, 3d, is in 
the Royal Canadian Air Force, cur- 
rently in training in Canada with a 
bombing squadron. The Laurie off- 
spring was a licensed pilot in the 
U. S. with more than 500 flying 
hours to his credit. 

Meanwhile, his pappy, still wear- 
ing that cuffo fedora, recently won 
his ‘V’ with an I. Q. of 90 on WMCA’s 
‘45 Questions of Broadway.’ Laurie 
says he was guessing most of the 
time—and most of his guesses were 





= well as the hundreds of soldiers 
rom nearby camps, 


right. 


The Board's turndown was on the | Constable Donald McKay to enforce 





Hildegarde Is 


Inspiration For 
Chicago Nitery 


One of the very few cafes built 
expressly to conform to an attrac- 
tion is the one that Arnold Kirkeby, 
prez of the Hotels Blackstone and 
Drake in Chicago, besides the 
Gotham, N. Y., Town House, Los 
Angeles, etc., is constructing for 
Hildegarde’s advent Jan. 10. She 
opens on that date at the Black- 
stone’s new Mayfair Room, which 
will be in ultra environment. It will 
parallel the Drake hotel’s Camellia 
Room, where Hildegarde held forth 
on previous occasions, 


Harry Richman built his old Club 
Richman for himself; backers like- 
wise designed the House of (Helen) 
Morgan for that diseuse, but for an 
itinerant attraction, the Blackstone’s 
new specifications are unusual, For 
one, thing, it calls for nine perm- 
anent spotlights, which is something 
of a record for on intimate room 
seating no more than 300. 

She’s set there for eight weeks, 
with Emil Coleman’s music, and 





then returns to the Savoy-Plaza, 
N.Y., where the songstress is cur- 
rent. 





‘Sodom-Gomorrah’ Cafes 
Bring Citations From 
Vancouver Ecclesiasts 





Vancouver, B. C., Dec. 23. 

Charges that certain Vancouver 
night clubs are not observing closing 
or liquor laws, and that evenings in 
some of them are characterized by 
drunken and immoral _ conduct 
‘highly suggestive of Sodom and 
Gomorrah,’ were laid before the 
police commission by an indignant 
delegation of church and temperance 
leaders. 

Commissioners instructed Chief 
civic bylaws providing that music, 
dancing and_ entertainment in 
cabarets must cease at 1 a.m. and to 
confer with the city prosecutor to 
obtain detailed information on what 
evidence is necessary to obtain a 
conviction against persons drinking 
in public places, or proprietors per- 
mitting’ consumption of liquor in 
their cabarets. 

Police have warned cabaret men 
that failure to comply with the ‘cur- 
few’ will bring immediate prosecu- 
tion, 





Youngman to Miami 


Henny Youngman goes into the 
Royal Palms, Miami, with the first 
show, opening Dec. 26. 

Art Childers has also again booked 
Abe Lyman’s orch, with Gertrude 
Niesen, Jack Cole Dancers and Six 
Willys rounding out the show. 

Al White is now rehearsing girl 
line in New York, which is scheduled 








to bow in on Jan. 15, 


—. 
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The Good Old Days ; 


POF++eee. 


Herewith appears a ‘Variety’ review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 192] 
with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these review 
other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which wank 
playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show (book. 
ing), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the st le 
of vaudeville reviewing of that day. “ 








(Reprinted from ‘Variety’ of Dec. 23, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 


Judging from the business both matinee and night at the Palace on Mon 
day day there was every indication that it was a mistake to hold over the 
Singer Midget act as the headliner at that house, especially for the re 
before Christmas. There is no questioning that the act is a mighty one 
both as a box office draw and a stage entertainment, but not for the 
Palace. One week at that house is about all that it could stand up as in 
the headline position from the box office standpoint. At other houses 
and out of town the two-week stand is the trick with the turn and it 
builds up as it goes along, but the Palace is not ‘local’ or ‘neighborhood,’ 
and the Midgets played everything else in town before going down there 

Undoubtedly, from a booking standpoint, it was figured that Mr, ‘and 
Mrs. Coburn (New Acts) and Trixie Friganza would draw enough to gloss 
over whatever deficiency there might be through holding over the Singer 
act. This, however, was not the case with the two Monday performances 
At the matinee there were about five rows empty, and at the evening pers 
formance it is possible that the box office chopped, for, while the last 
four rows were solid, the next six were scattered with big vacant gaps 
at either side. Still this is the week before Xmas, However, capacity is 
= continuous at the Palace that when it is not there the reason is looked 
or. 

At the matinee the show ran late and for the evening performance there 
was a switch in the running order of the bill, with Mr. and Mrs. Coburn 
going to closing the first part and the Singer act opening the second half, 
sew with cutting, managed to get the final curtain down at 11:20 Monday 
night. 

The Eight Blue Demons opened fast. The Browne Sisters with ac- 
cordions managed to get enough applause to warrant the two bows that 
they took with their neat specialty. 

Anatol Friedland with his company was on at about 8:20, and made two 
or three references to the fact that he was on too early in the show dur- 
ing his act. That fact didn’t interest the public at all. The turn devel- 
oped into a plug for a new song which Friedland has written. The title 
is displayed on the drop in ‘one’, a verse and a chorus are done by the 
leader of the act, then there is a violin solo of the chorus, followed by 
another chorus sung by the leader, and then the orchestra plays it as 
dance music, and just to prove that that wasn’t enough of it the number 
serves to bring down the final curtain. A little bit of too much. It was 
forced, and noticeably so, by Friedland with his talk. Incidentally he or 
his lyric writer has managed to work out a new wrinkle in handling 
rhymes. There is a number early in the act regarding ‘Nona of Barce- 
lona.’ Somewhere after the first verse it was necessary to dig up a rhyme 
for tune, so Nona became Noona and tune was toona; by that same stretch- 
ing of poetic license Barcelona must have become Bar-saloona, and in 
these prohibition days that seems to be a’ matter for Mr. Volstead to take 
up. The six girls that Friedland is using for his chorus are not quite up 
to those that he had with the offering a year ago. Fair results were ob- 
tained by the offering despite the plugging. 

The first laugh of the show, and incidentally, the hit of the first part, 
developed with the appearance of Johnny Burke in his ‘Drafted’ monolog, 
He had the audience laughing all the way, and his piano playing at the 
close had them asking for more. Applause stopped the show until a 
speech was made. 

Closing the first part the Coburns presented a novelty in ‘Loneliness.’ 
Singer’s Midgets opened the second half and the efforts of the diminutive 
players were rewarded With frequent applause, with laughs being plenti- 
ful at several points through the act. To those that hadn't seen the act 
it was a combination of a Barnum & Bailey Circus and the ‘Follies.’ 

Trixie Friganza, following the big act, proved a ‘big’ act in herself. She 
got a number of laughs with the allusions she made to the preceding turn, 
Her numbers were received with open arms by those in front, especially 
the ‘You Never Know’ lyric, which was used to open. 

Next to closing the Swor brothers, making their first reappearance in 
two years around New York, were a laugh clean-up from the panto poker 
game at the opening of the act to the comedy fight and stepping at the 
finish. They have dug up a couple of new similes in their gags and these 
were laugh wallops. 

Beth Beri (New Acts) closed the show. The act was cut considerably 
and did not follow the program, but it showed up as an offering of merit 
and not of the type that should be practically wasted in the closing spot 
of the bill. Fred. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Aleverez, station WNBZ; Dolph 
Singer, Hotel St. Regis; Percy Wen- 
rich, Hotel Saranac; Lillian Mans- 
field, 88 Riverside Drive, and Frank 
‘Toots’ White, 95 Broadway. 

As usual, the ‘angel’ of Saranac 
Lake, Mrs. William Morris is playing 
Santa to the gang of this actors 
colony, and that means that every 
one is remembered. 





Saranac, N. Y., Dec. 23. 
Official mailing addresses of mem- 
bers of the actors colony here: 
Will Rogers Hospital has -the fol- 
lowing: Jack Altree, Edna Bell, 
Louis Betz, George Blinick, Richard 





Bergseth, Margo Block, Virginia} Thanks to Miss Brownie Brown, of 
Brown, Roger Calderone, William | Jamaica, L. I., for the timely gifts to 
Chase, Harry Clifton, Michael Co-| the colony. Also for the good cheer 


john, Walter Conley, Anna Comer-| greetings. 

ford, Robert Cosgrove, Harry Cross,| Al Weidner, former nite spot man- 
Charles DiDiego, Timothy Doherty,| ager and ex-actors colony inmate, 
Eddie Dowd, John Eaton, Nonnie Ed-| now successfully located at the 
wards, Harriet Emerson, Louis Em-| American Hotel, Watertown, N. Y. 





recze, Donald Fairchild, Harry Fein- 
gold, Samuel Hine, Helen Inglee, Car] 
Hern, Lee Klimmek, Helen Lassman, 
Kay Laus, Helen Lawson, Beatrice 
Lee, John Louden, Harry Martin, 
Peggy McCarthy, Patricia Mitchell, 
Richard Moore, John Mulvaney, Dor- 
othy Newcomb, Roy Nunley, Agnes 
Orr, Oscar Price, Stanley Rauch, Ear] 
Redding, Margaret Regan, Al Reyn- 
olds, Leandra Rinzler, Victor 
Rockiter, Isabelle Rook, Ivy Richie, 
Simeon- Rudnick, Jerry Sager, Ben 
Schaffer, Walter Silverman, Muriel 
Sirgheney, Max Smallens, Hazel 
Smith, Joseph Souhami, Colin 
Tracey, Vivian Vaughan, Eddie Vogt, 
Patricia Wallace, Rufus Weathers, 
Milton Weeks, Ernest. Koenig; Harry 
& Charlie Barrett, 302 Broadway; 
Happy Benway, 95 Broadway; A. B. 
Anderson, Pontiac theatre; Helen 
O'Reilly, 44 Main Street; Arthur 





Hats off to Bobby Graham, Toron- 
to theatre critic who is playing Santa 
for the less fortunates. Commuting 
between Toronto and Hamilton, 
packing an illness himself. 

Emily Kennedy, who licked a bed 
routine here years ago, and who’s an 
ex-product of the old Keith theatre, 
Portland, Me., reports that she has 
been laboring for years and doing 
okay in Portland. 

Joseph Vaughey, Long Island and 
Denver ex-shubert press agent, tak- 
ing his usual yearly time out to good- 
cheer this colony with gifts. 

The decorations at the Will Rogers 
seemingly surpass that of any other 
Yuletide. Harry Martin, Harry Clifs 
ton, Victor Rockiter, Ben Schaffer, 
Dickie Moore, Hazel Smith, John 
Eaton, Eddie Dowd, Jack Altree and 
Robert Cosgrove will entertain. 

(Write to those who are ill). 
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“CSI BOOKERS’ CHANCE 


USO-CSI bookers have a tremendous opportunity to do the 
show business in general, and talent in particular, great good. 
For the first time since the 1920's, here’s a ready-made circuit 
in the army camps to develop new talent—to round out and 
polish up those acts that present-day theatre bookers continu- 
ally brush offas ‘not quite ready’ for major theatre work, 








This does not necessarily mean playing shows composed en- 
tirely of ‘new faces,’ but at least a couple such acts should be in- 
cluded in each army camp layout. Such acts can naturally be 
purchased much cheaper than standard material; most of them 
will suit the purpose of entertaining entertainment-hungry serv- 
icemen, and meanwhile a reservoir of:talent will be built up 
for the show business in general. 





Some of the very same bookers who for the past several 
ears have been deploring the lack of break-in time for new 
yaude material are now sitting on the USO-CSI advisory book- 
ing board. They might grasp the opportunity to put the 
remedy-in-hand to work. 


Standard Acts Being Asked to Accept 
$100 Per Person for 4 Weeks of Army 
Camp Bookings; ‘Patriotic’ Gesture 


USO-Camp Shows, Inc., last week get a list of all our assets. Exactly 
sent telegrams to several dozen acts | as the Selective Service will register 
asking them to give four weeks’ con- everyone between 20 and 44, so we'll 
secutive time to the Army entertain- | register everyone in show business 
ment program at a flat $100 per per -| who is eligible to entertain the boys. 
son a week. All of the performers; Thus we'll have a reservoir of 
contacted earn regularly anywhere | talent to maintain a constant flow to 
from two to five times that amount) the camps.’ 
and were asked to consider as a 
donation to the war effort the differ- 














ence between the $100 and their) 9 
usual weekly fee. 


First acceptance came within a 
few hours from comic Cookie Bowers 
and others quickly followed, assuring 
success for the plan. Idea was sug- 
gested by Harry Kalcheim, Para- 
mount booker, chairman of CSI ad- 
visory booking committee including 
Harry, Mayer (Warners), Jesse Kaye 
(Fanchon & Marco), Sidney Pier- 


FOR CHI USO 
CAMP UNIT 








GRIFFIN INQUIRY TABLED BY AGVA 





PENDING ADDITIONAL TESTIMO 





Lyric (Loew-Poli) Set for 
Bridgeport Stage Return 


Bridgeport, Dec. 23. 
Loew-Poli preems new stage pol- 
icy at Lyric Jan. 1, with Tommy 
Tucker band opening four-day stand. 
Earl Carfoll ‘Vanities’ unit, Sammy 
Kaye and Bill Robinson-Jimmie 
Lunceford are also due. 


Lyric played burlesque last year 
under Max Rudnick, who didn’t re- 
new at higher rent. House has re- 
cently been holding over films from 
L-P’s key main stemmer. Nat Rubin 
manages Lyric. 





_ Salt Lake Vaude 
Salt Lake City, Dec. 23. 

Capitol here, one of the Inter- 
mountain chain, formerly a straight 
dual pix house, now playing vaude- 
ville. 

‘Meet the People,’ billed for 
Christmas at the Capitol has been 
cancelled out because of Equity 
trouble, and ‘My Sister Eileen’ 
comes Jan. 3. Other shows b-lled 
by Charles Pincus, manager, are 
‘Blossom Time,’ ‘Folies Bergere,’ the 
‘A.B. Marcus Show’ and Ted Lewis. 


PA. CAFES DROP 
CURFEW PLEA 


Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 

The Pennsylvania Cafe Owners 
Assn, has shelved plans for appeal- 
ing to the governor or the Legisla- 
ture to alleviate hardship caused the 
industry by the strict enforcement 
of the early curfew. 

With attention focused on the war 
and defense needs, this is hardly the 
time to ask the State to come to the 
aid of the ‘poor’ night club pro- 
prietor, is the feeling among officials 








Monday’s Long Probe of Union’s Exec Sec Hears 
Defendant Deny Racial Charges, Outgrowth of 
Dorsey Party That Wound Up in a Fight 





Jay Brower’s Comeback 


San Francisco, Dec. 23. 
Jay Brower, once the most popular 
m.c. Frisco’ ever had, is making a 
new comeback as a nitery enter- 
tainer. 
Brower heads up the new show at 
Mel Hertz’s Barn. 


CLEVE. AGVA IN 
MOVE TO NEW 
HDQTS. 


Cleveland, Dec. 23. 
Local American Guild of Variety 
Artists last Friday (19) moved the 
union’s offices out of quarters leased 
by Stanley Jabin, deposed board 
chairman and nitery operator, es- 


tablishing them in another down- 
town building. 


By making this move the Guild 
officially divorced itself from Jabin's 
after-hours drinking spot in its old 
headquarters, which drew severe 
criticisms from the national AGVA 
| when the ‘illegal’ joint became no- 
'torious through police raids for al- 
leged liquor law violations. 

Breakoff was in accordance with 
edict issued by Gerald Griffin, na- 
tional exec secretary, who investi- 
gated the case, although it meant 
breaking a sublease contract held by 











By JOE SCHOENFELD 

Hearing on charges against Ger- 
ald Griffin, executive secretary of 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists, reached no definite conclusions 
after a long session Monday (22), 
and the investigation was tabled 
pending the gathering of additional 
testimony, pro and con. While the 
session was considerably long and, 
at times, considerably confused, it 
was impossible to determine from 
the meagre testimony on hand the 
credibility of the accusations levelled 
against Griffin for his participation 
in an altercation attendant to the 
opening last September of new mu- 
sic publishing offices on Broadway 
by Tommy Dorsey. Inquiry is be- 
ing held by AGVA’s national board, 

Although letters and telegrams 
were sent to all supposed partici- 
pants in the fight, only one ac- 
credited deposition, from Frank 
Sinatra, was produced and read. An- 
other statement, reputedly from 
Leonard Vannerson, manager of 
Dorsey’s band, was also read, but 
this had been phoned in from the 
Coastxby Leslie Litomy, L. A. exec- 
utive cretary, with the original 
Supposedly in the mail, and there- 
fore did not bear Vannerson’s wit- 
nessed signature. 


Sinatra’s deposition detailed his 
participation in the fight with Grif- 
fin and the latter’s brother, Alexis. 
Sonatra stated that he was in an 
inner office when told that there was 
trouble in the party, composed 
chiefly of music publishing and band 
personalities, and that he came out 
to find Gerald Griffin near the build- 
ing’s elevators and the center of 
a heated argument. As one of the 
self-appointed keepers-of-the-peace 
for the party, Sinatra stated that 
he tried to get Griffin to leave quiet- 


mont (Loew's) and Bill Howard f the PCOA Jabin. Latter last week filed suit/ ly. As Sinatra interceded, Alexis 
(RKO). yg Mesto _,, | against the national organization for | Griffin whirled him around, Sinatra 
Request for the acts to accept Chi Dec. 23 _ Decision to hold their curfew-lift-| breach of contract, asking $10,000] stated, uttered a racial insult and 
drasti alar cuts was decided upon : . ESS, LSS. ae ing campaign in abeyance came at a | damages. made a motion as if to hit the singer 
~onget 7 | First show to be staged in Chicago | meeting of the association at Palum- Despite the biasti hi ion | Sinetar ia ihe oe flatt d 
after the committee began to plan for USO-Camp Shows, Inc., will go hate baat eeeak, 9 Sean daeinas- On BG espite e asting is unio inatara_ sai e en attene 


the 12 to 15 new shows it must pre-| out on the ‘141 Circuit-—Army and 
pare for 141 camps and naval stations | Navy posts with small theatres—on 
with limited stage facilities. Work-| Jan. 5. There will be five acts, 
ing under the handicap of limited! budgeted at around $1,000. They 
funds, only $1,000 per week pel! are expected to get about 10 weeks 
show, including traveling expenses, steady playing time. Second show, 





the committee decided that the only | 
way it could build the quality enter- | 
tainment desired was to ask for per- | 
formers to take the $100-a-week pay | 
check, meaning a virtual donation | 
of time by the performers, who won't | 
realize much more than expenses 
from the bookings. 
Agents Cut Commissions 

As a means of lessening the burden 
upon the acts, CSI has suggested and | 
the N. Y. Artists Representatives 
Assn. has accepted a cut in commis- 
sions to 5% on army camp bookings. 
However, on those acts booked in 
the $1,000-budget shows, virtually all 
of the agents will forego commissions 
entirely. 

A number of agents were also 
asked last week (19) to kick back to 
the USO-CSI any commissions over 


5% they might have collected on| 


past army camp bookings. 

Committee Meets 
Committee had its first meeting 
yesterday (Tuesday) to name specific 
acts for the shows for the circuit of 
141 camps and bases. These units 


Army shows. 
| 


which gets under way Jan. 26, will 
be the ‘WLS National Barn Dance,’ 
with performers drawn from that 
program. 

Agents last week agreed to take 


only 5% commish on acts booked for | 
Plan was approved | 


at a meeting of the Entertainment 


tion to nationa] defense.’ 


vest a large portion of the associa- 
tion’s funds in defense stamps. A 
system is also being worked out for 
the sale of defense stamps at the hat- 
check and cigaret counters. 





Memphis’ Holiday Acts 


Memphis, Dec. 23. 
Balinese Room at the Claridge is 








presenting a floor show as a special 
Christmas attraction for two weeks. 
Acts include Pierce and Roland, 


| ° ° ‘ " | “wr 
Managers Association as a ‘contribu- dance team, and Gwynne, magician. 


Ray Pearl's orchestra is current. 


drinkery got from the gendarmes, 
Jabin is trying to buy a D-5 state 
license which will allow him to re- 
open his shuttered place as a regu- 
lar nitery for the theatrical profes- 
sion. If he gets the right nod, he 
said he will enlarge it and install 
12-act floor shows. 





NVA Benefit Feb. 15 


The NVA will-hold its 26th annual 
benefit Feb. 15 at the Imperial The- 
atre, N. Y. 





Fred Allen is serving as honorary | 
executive chairman of the affair. 
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Alexis Griffin and, when Gerald 
Griffin came at him, he also flat- 
tened AGVA’s executive secretary. 
Sinatra’s statement said the Griffins 
came back for more fisticuffs by 
walking up 11 flights. 

Dorsey Also Hit Gerald Griffin 

Sinatra’s deposition confirmed that 
Dorsey also hit Gerald Griffin when 
the latter waited in the office build- 
ing’s lobby for the bandleader and 
then repeated to him the racial] in- 
sults. The two Griffin brothers 
were then allegedly dumped out on 
the sidewalk and Dorsey, Sinatra and 
Vannerson got into a taxicab to 
make a train. Statement from Van- 
nerson was much the same and both 
used sifiilar wordage in describing 
Gerald Griffin ‘as pretty bloody’ 


| after the fight. 


Accompanying Sinatra’s statement 
was a letter from Leslie Litomy, 
which was also read and in which 
the L.A. AGVA official personally 
attacked Griffin. Following its read- 
ing, however, it was ruled out as 
testimony, but not before Alan Cor- 
elli, chairman of the hearing board, 
stated that Litomy was himself un- 
reliable. When Griffin got his chance 
to speak, he stated at one point that 
Litomy had admitted, during nego- 
tiations with one Ed B. Hall, pro- 


will carry pianists as their only ducer of an army camp unit, that he 
source of music and will have no ad- was decidely leftist. Griffin quoted 
| vance men or managers. One of the Litomy as telling Hall that ‘I’m what 
Performers will be named to double @ the communists call a socialist—and 
as manager. Shows will also carry To Be Published Soon what the socialists call a communist.’ 
much of their own sound and light- 


————— 


' qnese units cost from $2,200 to $3,000 | | bandleader Benny Goodman, and 
1 a week to operate, carry four musi- | Bob Stevens, of Decca. Harry Good- 
. Clans and have advance men and man was allegedly the focal point of 
: a e e the Dorsey-party fisticuffs, with 
© implement these shows, CSI is . F N ] Stevens with him and a direct wit- 
, op , 
erganizing talent pools in the fields Advertising orms OW i OsIng | ness. re | 
i EB Pends, concerts, lectures, radio Prior to Griffin’s own testimony, 
F  Peees Setup is being arranged the executive secretary introduced 
: wir st & coordinator in each field four character witnesses, former 
will always have a list of people City Magistrate Benjamin Green- 
i te:s i series i i span, Rabbi Felchin, Dave Ferguson, 
; ee ee Rush Reservations and Copy to Any Variety Office warps goog bern geoneied | 
° here's no intention, according to and William Weimann, operating : 
; an aay a Srenee oe Eee Coe NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO LONDON — of the a <a 
’ ertainment program, to throw all P vig? epartenente ‘b arner Bros, mus | 
; the performers registered with the 154 W. 46th St. 1708 No. Vine St. 54 W. Randolph St. 8 St. Martin’s PL publishing group. All four testified | 
— oe oo (Continued on page 45) t 








ing equipment. 
In contrast are the 11 shows now 
touring a circuit of 65 camps having 


large, usually well-equipped theatres. | 


€ move,’ he explains, ‘is just to| 








USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL 























No other witnesses were present 


'to substantiate the charges against 
| Griffin. 


Corelli stated that invita- 


| tions to attend the hearing had been 





sent Harry Goodman, brother of 
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Night Club Reviews 




















| 
‘ment of the acts to bring in a 
/marquee name will be made shortly, 
lalthough new production numbers 
‘which preemed with the show last 
| week will continue. ; 
Jan Murray does a fun-spot him- 
\self and m.c.s the proceedings, which 


Under-Table M.C. 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 23. 
George Brasnow, midget with 
act of Buster Shaver, OMNVe and 
George in Earl Carroll ‘Vanities,’ 




















We 


BURLEY BACKT)| 
K.C. AFTER 


- ° od 


'top-bill the new husband-wife sing- Phill 
TT ing duo of Patti Pickens and Bob| says he has a brother two inches - 
HAVANA-MADRID, N.Y. LA MAISONE E, N. Ze -- tend (New Acts). Murray had shorter than he is working as a = he ; 
HOTEL ST. REGIS) diffculty warming up the audience| relief master of ceremonies’ at 5 ote 
mt tien te ‘ . when caught, but after getting wt the Pershing Hotel in Utica, Panay’ 
a Pee rn oule acter del. Mme. Claude Alphand, Paul Sparr | the initial —. - — ot N. Y¥. . a ae 
lores, ag Sean: i r Maximilian; 3.50 well with a typica F Asked to explain what a re- 
Villar, Eleonor Grecco, Movita, Line orchestra (6), , $ More and better gags are needed. Aloha 
(8), Foirlan Maya Orch (10), Don! minimum. As an m.c. Murray should give more| lief m.c. was, Brasnow replied: Ka : Tene 
Gilberto Orch (9); minimum week-| attention and preparation to his in- ‘He takes over late when every- meas City, Dec. 23. bandsn 
days, $1-2; Saturdays and holidays.) Established rooms like the swank | troes, They are stereotyped, repeti-| body’s under the table.’ Burlesque is set to return to Kan. 
$1-$2.50 minimum. Hotel St. Regis’ La Maisonette | tious and not delivered with surety.}_ sas City after an absence of « 
seemingly can get away with its Nifty footwork is contributed by eight 
New show in the Spanish-Cuban/ own class, atmospheric lure, where Honey Murray, pint-sized blonde years. Warren Irons and Arthur 
motif is spiced with sizzling conga-/ other boites must battle for biz on | Wing has tapped her way on Broad- Armstrong Orch Opens Clamage will open the new} 
rhumba song and dance routines! basic values. This is best answered way before. Pretty and with rare y named 
topped off by Kiki, one of the niftiest|by the good averages maintained ability at speed and clarity with the Col r d Sta e Polic Folly theatre Christmas Day as the 
torso-manipulators in the business. a wre Seteas Seeseeeee oat heel-and-toe plates, she sells well. ore g y western terminus of the Midwest ys 
ogee ewe ft ily agp ole followe d by Rosalie Grant, another ge fats ge Fn oo a At Detroit Para dise Burlesque Circuit. This wil] ine onal . 
Julio spaces, Mg wg we Bay ere. ae ee Oe, et something somebody should do ' crease to three the number of stage 8 og 
Gan ee ieee ‘They're on| Latter was extensively reviewed |Something about. — ies hate) show houses in city, highest number sect, tha 
pry fi ith a Brazilian num-|under New Acts a couple of weeks| Tenner and Swift (New Acts), a| — Detroit, Dec. 23. | in several years, with the Tow miti 
ag Ry Aiton he line in green| back when caught at the Tricolore, |couple lads ‘in cowboy regalia who| Aiming directly at the colored “wy charities 
ber that brings -—. e ae Pe arose intime French cafe in N. Y. Same |swing ropes as they tap, fill out the/+,.46 the New Paradise theatre, for- and Mainstreet already operating og faith, bu 
silk shorts -_ = gaceeet routine | goes now, as then—Mme. Alphand/bill. Having them follow’ im- merly Orchestra Hall, now operated | vaudfilm policies. span pr« 
sa eee tue : = - dance in| must needs coach up on some Yan-/| mediately after Miss Murray, how- Ssoe: Sida anil Vane Calenes aliai-otani Foll ciate: characte! 
and finally a Cuban ‘ire 4 with a|kee lyrics. However, to disprove | ever, is bad routining in view of one | °Y a ' j per y was formerly Century thea. stated th 
Cae Ss See > comers every-|this cold appraisal, there seemingly |terp turn following another. ators, will open Dec. 26 with Louis tre and later the Missouri, once a o bs 
terrific hip eae pping still exists enough of a moneyed! Line of 10 gals, doing three pro-| Armstrong’s orchestra. The once! burley spot, later a Shubert holding, podm Ms 
thing — a Hector del Villar|French clientele in New York to/duction numbers, is a humdinger.| swank house is on Detroit’s main and last used as a stock company’s man “¥ 
(New Acts) is about the best with a| make this restricted type of chant-| Nice lookers, finely-gammed, and| street and will operate on a picture-| lair nine years ago. Extensive re. seal 
corking repertoire of native Cuban ey A bg 8 he acaet et ee” ae Png ae vaudeville policy from 1 p.m. to} decorating was completed this week outedly ' 
show ates _ ey yo wordage gets response. When she |g pleasant evening on the Broadway t te inet tiniest an Gd Cam, and its 1,500 seats are in readiness made of 
show include ; d Magali| essays one U. S. tune, she seemingly | standard, Herb. mong others | are for a price policy ranging from 30¢ the oper 
dei V. ie iNew Acts), Latin Amer! is afraid of the pe ae loway, Maxine Sullivan, Bill Robin-| to $1. Policy will be two-a-day “ade © 
aa ith . s|but she handles it creditably an son with Jimmie Lunceford’s orches-| with change every Friday, shows 
- fg = il sea nal res: =~ should expand her repertoire along BLUE ROOM tra, Four Inkspots and the Sunset| coming in from Rialto, Chi, and g0- ayy ow 
the general melange. y+ La Maisonette has TEL ROOSEVELT, N.O.) Royal orchestra, Count Basie, Lil] ing to Grand, St Louis. A had 
Richards managed to get maximum |), CL oht in a new and sprightly dance (HOTEL oo Green and Tiny Bradshaw, Andy|} Judy Conrad, former maestro at 


results from line, which isn’t stron 
on looks. He makes shrewd use o 








sextet in Paul Sparr’s orchestra, in 
place of Nicholas Matthey, the erst- 














New Orleans, Dec. 20. 








Kirk, Deep River Boys and Fess Wil- 
liams’ band, and Earl Hines. 

















the Tower theatre and, of late, a 
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presents sion of USO-Camp Shows, Inc., in- 
cludes Jack Irving, head of the local! > 
American Guild of Variety Artists; 
Morris Silver, William Morris office; 
Morie Lipsy, Management (Music 
Corp. of America; David O’Malley, 
Danny Graham, Consolidated Radio 
Artists; Warne Jones, Balaban & 
Katz; Charlie Hogan and Hal Hal- 
perin, ‘Variety.’ 

Other union men represented on 
the committee are Frank Dare, 
Equity, and Ray Jones, American 
Federation of Radio Artists, 
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America’s Youngest Singing and Dancing Comedian 


WILLIE SHOR 


heading 


AN ALL-STAR REVUE 


Personal Management 


AL BORDE 











Si nnn 


FREDDIE TIMMIE 


GORDON »» ROGERS 


Sensational Show-Stopping Twosome 
HELD OVER 2ND WEEK, STRAND N. Y. 


| “. . . Stealing the honors are two lads billed as Gordon and 
Rogers .. . a chromo comedy dance duo, Boys are togged in laugh- 

grabbing green and yellow suits and one has a mouth that could 

sub as an air raid shelter.” Herb-—VakIeTY. 


EARLE, PHILADELPHIA, TO FOLLOW 
Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 
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Pierson Thal orchestra took over at 
the Empire Room, Hotel Utah, Salt 
Lake, for holiday season, 
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The Hawaiian Vogue 





Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 


Philly niteries are looking for Hawaiian bands and hula dancers in 


an effort to cash in on the newly awakened interest in the islands 


ince the outbreak of hostilities in the Far East. 


One South Jersey spot jumped on the publicity bandwagon the day 
after the attack on Pearl Harbor with an ad reading: 

‘While bombs fall on their homeland, the elderly members of our 
Aloha band continue to play the plaintive music of the islands. The 
owner inserted the word ‘elderly’ to forestall any criticism against the 
bandsmen for not going home to fight for the islands. 








Griffin 


Inquiry 


Continued from page 43 


that they had known Griffin for 
many years and have never known 


him to be intolerant of any race or 
sect, that he was, in fact, active in 
charities other than these of his own 
faith, but only former Judge Green- 
span produced anything besides a 
character testimonial. Greenspan 
stated that he had called on Harry 
Goodman personally and that Good- 
man maintained that there was no 
reason for such tumult about his 
argument with Griffin. Goodman re- 
putedly stated that much was being 
made of nothing and Greenspan said 
the operating head of the Regent 
music company, had promised to 
gend him a letter to that effect. 
Up to the time of the hearing Green- 
span had not received the letter. 


Griffin Categorically 
Denies All Accusations 


Griffin categorically denied all the 
accusations. He stated Sinatra's 
story couldn’t be true because it 
gave the time of the fight as 11 p.m., 
whereas Griffin arrived at the party 
around 7:45, left within a few min- 
utes and was at dinner at 8:30 p.m. 
He said that his argument with 
Harry Goodman was strictly politi- 
cal and that nobody overheard it, 
not even Bob Stevens, who in- 
troduced him to Goodman and then 
went to the bar to get a drink. The 
next thing he knew, Griffin said, 
three men converged on his breather 
and somebody hit him Meanwhile, 
40 or 50 men also. surrounded 
Gerald Griffin and somebody hit 
him on the shoulder. Griffin said 
that was the full extent of the fight; 
he denied walking up 11 stories after 
first being ejected via the elevator, 
and also denied that he had any 
words with or exchanged any 
punches with Sinatra or Dorsey. He 
ridiculed the statement that a little 
fellow like Sinatra could knock over 
a 200-pounder like himself, and, as 
for Dorsey, he said that the only 
thing the bandleader gave him was 
an invitation to ‘lunch some time.’ 


Griffin pointed out that it seemed 
strange to him at the time that sev- 
eral police cars and a large crowd 
were already in front of the build- 
ing by the time he emerged, although 
the argument upstairs had lasted 
only about five minutes. 


Had Long Been Flayed | 


During the course of his testi- | 
mony, the executive secretary 
brought out that months before the 
Dorsey party he was already under | 
attack from certain factions. He | 
named Phil Irving, former N. Y local | 
executive secretary, as having spread | 
stories about his alleged racial in- 
tolerance. Griffin referred to a state- 
ment by Morton Downey, AGVA’s 
es 











president at a board meeting prior 
to the Dorsey party affair, that 
Buddy O’Brien, a San Francisco in- 
surgent, had attacked the executive 
secretary on similar grounds. He 
added that Litomy likewise was fos- 
tering the attacks because he ‘wants 
my joh.’ 

In Litomy’s letter, addressed to 
AGVA’s counsel, Jonas T. Silver- 
stone, the L. A. branch head, claimed 
Dorsey told him that Hy Gardner, 
N. Y. press agent, and Walter Win- 
chell were in possession of a state- 
ment from Dorsey, to be used only if 
there was any Griffin-inspired cam- 
paign against the bandleader. ‘The 
executive secretary also derided this. 
saying: ‘This thing about Hy Gard- 
ner is funny—because he’s trying to 
get a job with my brother William’s 
(New York) Inquirer right now.’ 


The Inquirer at various times was 
brought into the hearing, Dave Fox, 
one board member, asking Gerald 
Griffith whether his solicitation of 
an advertisement for the paper from 
Harry Goodman and the sheet’s sup- 
posed political leanings were not the 
direct causes of the initial argument 
in the Dorsey offices. Griffin replied 
that he did not solicit any advertis- 
ing from Goodman, in view of his 
resignation from the Inquirer a 
couple of months previously, and 
that the Inquirer was not involved 
in the fight. Griffin stated that he 
was reluctant to divulge the reason 
for his argument with Goodman, but 
did admit it was over the Spanish 
civil war. 


Dewey Barto Asks Time 
For Griffin to Clear Self 


When Griffin finished, Dewey Barto 
submitted a resolution that the exec- 
utive secretary be given a certain 
amount of time to clear himself. 
Barto’s contention was that AGVA, 
more so than Griffin, was on trial 
and at stake. AGVA’s former presi- 
dent stated: 


‘When I was accused, I resigned. | 


When Hoyt Haddock was accused, he 
was thrown out. When Kelly (Tom 
Kelly, Philly exec sec) was accused, 
he was thrown out.’ 

Barto insisted that the board mem- 
bers should think of AGVA and the 
effects on the union of the accusa- 
tions against Griffin. He said that it 
was thus up to Griffin to clear him- 
self. The resolution met opposition, 
including a statement from Griffin 
that ‘I don’t want to ask Tommy 
Dorsey to clear me—he has a peeve 
against the Inquirer’s list’ (evidently 





quent motion was made to table the 
hearing until further testimony 
could be gathered by the special 
committee, 


Dunn Deplores Accusations 


That AGVA had been hurt by the 
accusations against Griffin, was 
pointed out by Henry Dunn, who 
stated that he was present when 
William Feinberg, official of local 
802, musicians union, walked out of 
a meeting of the Combined Theatri- 
cal Trades Council ‘rather than sit in 
the same room with him (Griffin).’ 
Dunn stated that he was just enter- 
ing the meeting when Feinberg was 
talking, with Vito Melfi, AGVA or- 
ganizer, following directly behind 
him and Griffin last. Because Griffin 
was still out of the room, Dunn said, 
Griffin didn’t hear Feinberg’s re- 
marks, 


When the hearing at AGVA was 
started, Griffin passed out some 10 
proxies from out of town board 
members that were assigned for vot- 
ing to Corelli, Fox and Barto. As 
nearly all of them detailed that their 
votes would be cast in favor of 
Griffin, Fox and Barto refused to 
vBte the proxies because, in essence, 
they would be pre-judging the re- 
sults of the hearing. It was also 
pointed out that the session was 
strictly for the purpose of hearing 
testimony and then submitting the 
findings to a later board meeting for 
final action. 


The hearing, considering its im- 
portance, was poorly attended, a 
mere quorum of seven showing up. 
Plus the AGVA board members, 
Mrs. Florence Marston, Screen Ac- 
tors Guild and Ruth Richmond, 
Chorus Equity, were present as ob- 
servers for the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America. Mrs. Mars- 
ton was selected as a member of a 
spe€ial committee of three to per- 
sonally visit and get testimony from 
Goodman, Stevens and many other 
direct witnesses of the Dorsey party 
brawl. It’ was stated that assistant 
executive secretary Walter Greaza, 
of Equity, would also be invited to 
join the committee, with Henry 
Dunn as the third members as from 
AGVA, 





Biog on F. F. Proctor 





John Feller, of the N. Y. Daily 
News editorial department, is co- 
authoring with Dr. William Moulton 
Marston, a biography on the late F. 
F. Proctor, on assignment from the 
vaudeville tycoon’s widow, now 83. 
Dr. Marston, analyst, who has col- 
laborated with Prof. Walter B. Pit- 
kin, and others, is a friend and Rye, 
N. Y., neighbor of Mrs. Proctor. 

Proctor, born in 1851, died in 1929. 
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Hollywood’s toughest nut. It is 
rapidly getting acute now, however, 
with the Army having taken so 
many of the 21-28-year-olds—just 


{the age group into which the best 
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meaning the rating of sheet music | 
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sales). 

Barto’s motion was eventually | 
voted down, with Barto first re- 
questing to withdraw it. A subse- 

= — 2 







THE FINE 
SCOTCH 
WHISKY 







SCOTLAND'S 


BLENDED 
SCOTS WHISKY 


Scotlands best Distillers? 

















film material falls. 

Situation is getting so difficult, in 
fact, that talent directors can’t even 
find likely boys to use opposite girls 
in tests. Method is generally to use 


a boy and a girl together in a test, | settlement. 


as it makes for better material, and | 


| the studio can see two people for | 


the cost of one. 

Break for the young males already 
under contract to the studios and 
not yet drafted is the net result of 
the small number of boys being sent 
Coastward. Competition for those 
under pact has grown considerably 
less since talent scouts’ No. 1 ques- 
tion in interviewing a prospect has 
become: ‘Are you draft-exempt?’ 














UA May Finance 


amen Continued from page Same 








personnel, UA production plans are 
said to have snagged on squawks of 
indies distribbing through the com- 
pany. They resent the financing of 
newcomers while they have to for- 
age for their own coin. It’s expected 
that this can be straightened out, 
however. 

Plans for production of ‘The G- 
String Murder,’ to be made from 
Gypsy Rose Lee’s book, are progress- 
ing slowly as the result of the diffi- 
culties with the UA Producing setup. 
That was siated to be the first pro- 
duction, with Ben Hecht triple- 
threating as writer, director, pro- 
ducer. Hecht is now doing the writ- 
ing, andw hat the future will be is 
slightly vague. David O. Selznick, it 
has been learned, has a financial in- 
terest in ‘G-String’ and will play a 
part in its production, although it 


Amusements Get Hefty Cleveland Play 
Despite War; Mikado Prods. Shelved 





vv 


N.0. Nitery Fire 


New Orleans, Dec. 23. 

Dancers were routed from the 
Club Bali, French Quarter nitery, 
Wednesday night (17) by smoke 
when the apartment above caught 
fire. A general alarm was turned in 
and quick work by firemen pre- 
vented any extensive damage. The 
apartment was occupied by Larry 
Getz, operator of the club, and its 
contents were damaged $500 and the 
building $2,000. 

After the blaze was extinguished, 
dancers returned to the floor and re- 
sumed where they left off. The club 
itself suffered slight damage from 
water, 


Nip Tomack-Reis 
On Agent Verdict, 


Lawyer's Claim 











A joint standing committee from 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists and the Artists Representatives 
Assn. last week ruled in favor of 
agent Al Grossman in his breach- 
of-contract complaint against Sid 
Tomack and Reis Brothers. Act 
was ordered to pay Grossman $402 
in back commissions. 


According to Grossman’s com- 
plaint, act violated a contract with 
him and signed with Al Borde, Chi- 
cago agent. Joint committee up- 
held Grossman’s prior pact. 

Immediately following the arbi- 
tration, the trio, as they were leav- 
ing AGVA’s offices, were served 
with summonses in a suit brought 
by I. Robert Broder, attorney, for 
$350 in fees he claims the act owes 
him. Boys then rushed back into 
the AGVA offices, complaining 
against the service, inasmuch as 
Broder was at the arbitration as 
counsel for Grossman and the ARA. 
One of AGVA’s national board mem- 





bers, Hal Sherman, insisted that 
Broder should be censured and 
Jonas T. Silverstone, counsel for 


AGVA, made a written complaint to 
Samuel Shayon (Fanchon & Marco), 


H’ wood Draftees | | secretary-treasurer of ARA. Silver- 


| stone complained that Broder used 


the Joint Standing Committee hear- 
ing as a means of entrapping To- 


mack and Reis Brothers and that the | 


among other things. 

Silverstone is now defending the 
trio against Broder’s suit. Broder 
states the fee is due him for serv- 
ices he rendered for the act in an 


|action last year against Sally Rand. 


The trio collected a considerable 


procedure was ‘reprehensible,’ | 
| 


| (22). 


Cleveland, Dec. 23. 
Two locally-produced productions 
of ‘Mikado’ were put on the shelf 


by the war. One skedded to be given 
last week by Handel Wadsworth’s 
Cleveland Light Opera Co. was 
called off, while Herman Pirchner’s 
operetta troupe hastily substituted 
‘Babes in Toyland’ for the G. & S, 
opera at the Alpine Village when 
the U. S. navy went gunning for the 
Japs. : 

Outside of these two incidents, the 
war has not yet vitally affected 
amusement biz in Clevaland, strong- 
hold of diehard conservatives in 
Ohio, which was a hotbed of isola- 
tionism until the Pearl Harbor blow. 
Theatre grosses dipping a bit but 
that’s due to the usual Christmas 
slump. Up to now they’ve been con- 
sistently high, even during the first 
week of hostilities. Although the 
legit Hanna theatre is being forced 
to hold ‘Kukan,’ war film another 
two weeks due to scarcity of touring 
stage attractions, Frederic McCon- 
nell’s Play House is waving the SRO 
flag over its stock productions o; 
‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ and ‘Skylark. 


Niteries, Danceries Big 


If any Clevelanders have battle 
jitters, they’re apparently drownin 
them in the town’s niteries and hote 
dance spots, which are enjoying the 
biggest boom-day trade in their his- 
tories. Even the Yule shoppers are 
not cutting down their phenomenal 
takes. 

Airplane-parts factories and toole 
making plants in this defense key 
city are going into seven-day work- 
ing schedules. Most of them, never- 
theless, are encouraging workers to 
spend more money on luxuries and 
amusements by handing them juicy 
Christmas bonuses. 

Record high melon was cut by 
Jack and Heintz, Inc., aircraft parts 
factory, which played Santa Claus 
by dropping $650,000 into employees’ 
stockings. This new industrial pros- 
perity also is being illustrated in 
how niteries are being swamped with 
New Year’s Eve reservations. Sev- 
eral already sold out. If the navy 
thumps the Nipponese this week, 
the bonifaces expect to be selling 
standing room, too. 


FBI Checkups 


FBI has been picking up suspicious 
aliens but not bothering naturalized 
owners of German, Italian, Hungar- 
ian and other cafes with European 
atmosphere and clienteles. William 
| Kiefer was called in for federal ques- 
tioning but his Schwarzwald Cafe, a 
rendezvous for the German colony, 
remains unaffected. Alpine Village, 
|; operated by Austrian-born Herman 
Pirchner, also continues to flourish 
despite fact that it features Teutonic 
decorations, Alpine slap-dances, sing- 





| ing waiters in short leather Tyrolean 


britches, and Viennese orchestra. 





Isabel Jewell, film player, heads a 
new show which opened at Dinty’s 
Terrace Garden, Albany, last night 








won't be released under his label. ] 
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SIC HALL, N. Y. 


‘The Nativity,’ with Selma Kaye 
and M. H. Choral Ensemble; ‘Kris 
Kringle’s Carnival,’ with M. H. Bal- 
let (30), Capt. William Heyer, Col. 
Alexis Selihoff, Michael Miller, Van 
Leer’s Horses, Adriana & Charley, 
M. H. Rockettes (36), M. H. Symph 
directed by Erno Rapee; ‘H. M. Pul- 
ham, Esq.’ (M-G), reviewed in ‘Vari- 
ety’ Nov. 19. 








At Christmas, above all other 
times, the Music Hall earns that self- 
anointed billing: ‘The Showplace of 
the Nation.’ Again, as in the past 
nine years, the Rockefeller’s house 
of magic takes full advantage of its 
virtually unlimited mechanical re- 
sources—and apparently equally un- 
limited financial resources—to stage 
a two-part Christmas pageant of 
rare showmanship. There can be 
no doubting why, for so many New 
Yorkers and out-of-towners alike, 
the Hall each Christmas is practical- 
ly a ‘must-see.’ 

First portion of the presentation, 
running under 10 minutes, is the 
telling in song and pantomime of 
the birth of Christ. Apparently to 
divide this religious theme from the 
actual ‘show’ portion of the pre- 
sentation, the Hall inserts a Mickey 
Mouse cartoon. The ‘show’ is built 
around a circus theme and consists 
principally of horses and acrobats, 


in addition to the usual Rockettes | 


and ballet units. 

M. H. producer Leon Leonidoff 
staged both parts and made full use 
of all facilities to give a giant pan- 
oramic aspect, with speed and grace 
to it all. Settings by Bruno Maine 
properly add to the scope. 

In ‘The Nativity,’ while the symph 
plays ‘Silent Night,’ lights go on on 
the stepped-up side platforms to re- 
veal shepherds clustered around 
Christmas trees. They come slowly 
down to the stage as clouds are pro- 
jected over a scrim. High in the 
clouds, with a spot on her, is Selma 
Kaye singing ‘Silent Night.’ Star 
of Bethlehem is seen rising, followed 
by the Wise Men, complete with 
camel. Scrim rolls up to reveal the 
holy stable and the doors open to 
show the panorama of the birth of 
the Christ child as the choral en- 
semble and Miss Kaye sing ‘Come 
All Ye Faithful.’ 

Circus part of the proceedings 
finds the orch at the rear of the 
stage under a big top, with a rid- 
ing ring in front. Parade of hosses 
is followed by the Ballet troupe in 
a number that more closely resem- 
bles the work of the precision Rock- 
ettes than the usual airy-fairy stuff 
of the toe-terpers. Gals do an ex- 
cellent routine with large drums. 

Capt. William Heyer, Col. Alexis 
Selihoff and Michael Miller then 
put three trained hosses through 

ancing, bowing and other routines. 

hey’re followed later by six rider- 
ess nags, Van Leer’s Champing 
Champions, prancing about the ring. 
Apparently the ring is either too 
small or the animals should go back 
to school, for their work is weak 
for acts of this type. 

Sandwiched between the horses is 
the nifty turn of Adriana and Char- 
ley, one of those things in which 
they bounce around on canvas 
prung across what looks like a bil- 
jard table. Charley—made up to 
resemble the Chaplin character— 
gets pienty of laughs and shows rare 
acrobatic ability. It’s topnotch, es- 
pecially for kids, as is, in fact, the 
whole show. 

Finale with the Rockettes, as 
might be expected, is a super-spec. 
Gals are clothed in Christmas tree 
hats and at the push of a button, 
Christmas tree lights become illumi- 
nated on their hats and backs. They 
wind up mounting boxes to make 
& pyramid formation and, turning 
on their mazdas, the gals make a 
perfect giant Yule tree. Flashing of 
the lights in varying orders makes 
it even more spectacular as horses 
a sleighs around the stage and 

now starts falling. 


Christmas a rently was 7 
like this, ist : hae > sig 





GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 





San Francisco, Dec. 17. 


A. Robins, Whitson Bros. (4), Ann 


Muriel 
Parker, Val Setz, Walter Lund, Jr., 


Charles 


Pritchard & Jack Lord, 


Peggy O’Neill Line (12), 
Kaley Orch (13); ‘Dumbo’ (RKO), 





Christmas week bill here headed 
by A. Robins, magico, stepping onto 
the Gate stage directly from six 
weeks at the local Bal Tabarin 
nitery. Walking on in his screwy 
a and bulky overcoat, Robins 
unearths the most fantastic collec- 
tion of trick props outside a night- 
mare, including countless Seneuae 

usic racks, instruments, waste- 

askets, oranges, watermelons, etc. 
ostume switches are included, final 
breakaway change having him as 
an engineer driving away his trunks 
which have become a train. A few 
ore acts like this and vaude would 
e back tomorrow. A _ sensation 
ere. 

Opener is Val Setz, who arrives 
©n a unicycle, then goes into jug- 
fling, working hat, stick, cigar, balls, 


ubs for satisfactory returns. Gets 
off okay with a coin trick. 
KFRC amateur winner, Walter 


nag. Jr., a 12-year-old Krupa, wal- 
ops the skins through two numbers. 


|Ivy Anderson and a trio singing, 


\3 Freshmen, 
jerly Clark, Manshinos 





Muriel Parker follows. 
has been pretty well shot by war 
only France, ussia, Hawaii an 
Mexico remaining, but it’s okay. En- 
cores with Angel's chorus from 
‘Faust,’ sock. 

Whitsons are on next with their 
risley act, which is plenty fast and 
smooth. Boys mix plenty of comedy 
with their flips. 

Robins occupies the next-to-clos- 
ing, with Ann Pritchard and Jack 
Lord finishing. Sophisticated team 
does a bolero followed by a semi- 
ballet ballroomer. Femme, plenty 
classy, rips off some neat toe spins. 

House line works twice. Biz only 
fair at opener. Wern. 


PALOMAR, SEATTLE 








Seattle, Dec. 17. 
Duke Ellington Orch (14) with 
Ivy Anderson and Herb Jeffries; 
‘Moonlight in Hawaii’ (U). 





Stage show at the Palomar this 
week is restricted to Duke Elling- 
ton’s band, running about 45 min- 
utes. 
before the curtain came up and gave 
every turn a big hand, so the single 
stage feature seemed to be all okay. 

Band plays as curtain rises, going 
into a medley of Ellington tunes be- 
hind a transparent scrim. Mem- 
bers of the band featured in the 
medley are spotlighted as they solo, 
and initial tunes are concluded ve 
Don't Mean a Thing.’ 

Ellington leads the band from the 
piano down front, playing standing 
up throughout the show. Using six 
brass, five reeds, guitar, string bass 
and drums, the band holds down the 
blasting and mixes the sweet with 
the subdued swing in a nice manner, 
and the older folks liked it as weli 
as the younger jitterbugs, who were 
there in force. : 

Ray Nance, trumpeter, is featured 
in “Take the A Train,’ winding it u 
with an eccentric dance. Then Her 
Jeffries sings tunes from ‘Jump for 
Joy,’ the oe revue, namely, 
‘Gal in Calico Gown,’ the title piece 
and ‘Flamingo.’ Tall boy has a full, 
rich voice and sells his stuff well. | 

Junior Ragland, bass player, is 
featured next in ‘Jack the Bat,’ fol- 
lowed by Ben Webster doing ‘Cot- 
tontail’ on tenor sax. Band’s ‘Con- 
certo for Clinkers’ brings out a num- 
ber of the boys for solo spots. ‘Con- 
certo’ is a good novelty and pleased 
the youngsters. 

Miss Anderson, 
‘Somebody Else’ in good 
ing up with ‘I Got it Bad’ and “That 
Ain’t Good,’ with Johnny Hodges 
helping out on the sax for the show's 
finale. Seems to be cut off rather 
abruptly, with some fullstage pro- 
duction needed to wrap it up right. 

About one-third of the big biz 
house-—high schoolers and collegians 
—up and out as soon as the band 
was through, Don. 


STRAND, BROOKLYN 


(‘HAWAIIAN NIGHTS’) 


on next, 5 
style, wind- 





Marty Collins & Harry Peterson, 
Don & Jane Ford, Bev- 
(2), Don 
Seat’s Royal Hawaiian Hotel Bard 
(11), Line (10); ‘Flying Blind’ (Par). 


the 





Considerably brightened by 


jaddition of the Three Freshmen, 


comedy acrobats, and The Man- 
shinos, Hawaiian acrobatic dancers, 
‘Hawaiian Nights’ unit stacked up as 
better entertainment over the week- 
end than it was a couple of months 
ago. It still leans greatly on Marty 
Collins and Harry Peterson as well 
as Don and Jane Ford, both capable 
teams, but they’re unable to shoul- 
der so much of the burden. Unit 
still is too corny on comedy, with 
both the pruning of the line and 
better routining obviously needed, 
Most of chorines are comely and 
graceful, but several hardly meas- 
ure up to either classification. 
ollins-Peterson emceed the whole 





iThey’ve got some good 


show and appeared trying too hard. 
gags, but 
others were stretched beyond en- 
durance. Collins relegated his cor- 
net solo to the last; it does a more 
conspicuous spot. Peterson might 
well give his ballading more prom- 
inence also. 

he Fords still impressed with 
their slick tapstering and passable 
|singing. Youthful pair was on three 
times, plus an encore, which wore 
out the welcome, Beverly Clark, 
personable femme singer, strength- 
}ens the unit. A bit nervous with 
her initial song, she gradually swung 
into stride. as excellent pipes but 
appeared a bit shy of the mike. 

The Manshinos, athletic appearing 
male and femme Hawaiians, gave 
show considerable lift. She was on 
earlier in a trim hula for heavy re- 
turns, Both worked barefooted, go- 
ing through accepted acros with 
smoothness. ; 

The Three Freshmen, two short- 
statured boys and a tall one, did 
roughhouse acrobats and handstands 
with good comedy effect. Their 
early comedy could be muffled, they 
have sufficient stunts to do without 
it. Don Seat’s Royal Hawaiian 
band was okay playing the whole 
show without doing any specialties. 
Single set is colorful, being a repro- 
duction of hotel roof overlooking the 
harbor at Honolulu. 

Biz way off, as at all theatres the 
week before Christmas. Wear. 





Her ro- 
mance-around-the-world song cycle 


Customers began applauding | 


sells | 


STATE, N. Y. 


Great Yacopis (8), ony! Trent 
Fanny & Kitty Watson, Phil Re 





| Sept. 10, 





critic’s while to 


the show on the — 
show Thursday night (18) _ 
side this reviewer were a soldier and 
his girl friend, a tiny thing evi- 
dently 
with apparently unlimited enthu- 
siasm for stage entertainment. 





sedate and indulged only in that 
shaking type of laughter that wells 
|up noiselessly from the belly. May- 
be the responsibility of the uniform 
‘had had its effect on the b.f.’s ex- 
'uberance, but the gf. let herself go 
all the way. That's why she was 
most interesting as a study in reac- 
tion to what bookers and critics often 
/unflatteringly refer as ‘familiar acts.’ 


Maybe the kid with the tousled 
‘bob has seen several acrobatic acts 
‘in the past, but she couldn't have 
| been thrilled more to the teeterboard 
|leaps of the Great Yacopis (8) with- 
‘out herself leaping out of her 
| sweater. She sat on the edge of her 
|seat and with the start of each trick 
\she clasped her hands as though in 
| prayer—and then pounded them to- 
|gether at the climaxes. The Yacopis’ 
itwo and three-high catches off the 
teeterboards, in chairs and with half- 
gaynors and somersaults, aren’t new 
by a long shot, though excellently 
done. But the g.f. lapped them up. 

Tommy Trent has likewise been 
around, but you'd never think it 
from the girl’s reaction. Here also 
the b.f. started to shake as Trent's 
wacky puppets in the miniature 
tenement setting whaled each other as 
unconscious as a puppet can be 
whaled. And then came the Watson 
Sisters (Kitty and Fanny), aye a 
cynical guy might remember em 
from years back and possibly also 
brush them off as ‘familiar.’ 

When two-a-day was alive, with 
the Watsons at their livest, the little 
girl with the soldier, and possibly 
the khaki kid himself, couldn't have 
been old enough to be cognizant of 
it. The Watsons were new to her, 
and Fanny’s comedy and Kitty’s 
straighting were delightful, with the 
sisters’ Xmas-like costumes a won- 
drous stroke of comedy. The gf. 
has undoubtedly seen plenty of fat 
women, but probably never one 
cavorting such an irrepressible sense 
of humor on a stage. The gf. 
laughed out loud and the b.f. shook 
and both applauded like mad when 
the Watsons sang the patriotic 
‘We're Glad That We're Living on 
the American Plan.’ 

Phil Regan’s singing was _ par- 
ticularly okay with both of them, ac- 
cording to their applause, with the 
ex-Brooklyn cop delivering ‘Night 
and Day,’ ‘When Kids All Talk 
About Their Dad,’ a_ sentimental 
piece newly written by piano accomp 
Jimmy Rule, then a medley and, for 
encores, ‘My Wild Irish Rose’ and 
‘Boy o’ Mine.’ 

Then the Three Sailors, also 
‘familiar, and the gf. started to 
laugh in screaming fashion, and the 
b.f. for the first time showed his ap- 
preciation noisily, but slightly. This 
might have been due to the army’s 
natural disdain for the navy, but the 
fact remains that the Sailors haven't 
changed a piece of business in years 
and here were paying customers 
laughing out loud. That would make 
a cynical gent twice as cynical, but 
a good many cynics don’t pay at the 
boxoffice. 

Raye and Naldi’s beautiful dancing 
is the show’s closing, and the house— 
as well as the kids—gave them a 
wham sendoff. The graceful pair are 
doing three adagio ballroom routines, 
winding up with their 
‘Beguine’ to an offstage choral re- 
cording, and they are a sock applause 
finale for the vaude layout. 

The gf. and her bf. laid it on the 
line for their tickets, so maybe the 
critics and the cynics should pay at 
least a little respect to their judg- 
ment. Also, they’re the new genera- 


' 


‘familiar’ acts satisfy ’em, that should 
be all-important. As this bill em- 
phasizes, good vaude layouts 
‘familiar’ faces can still be organized. 
Scho. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 19. 
Jan Savitt, Orch (16), Martha 
Raye, Ruth Robin, Bon Bon, DeVal, 
Merle and Lee, Mickey Freeman; 
‘Kathleen’ (M-G). 








For years now WB deluxer has 
made it a point of booking in a 
strong show for the week before 
Xmas, when opposition is usually 
disposing of weakies. It’s paid big 
dividends in the past, too, with some 
of the pre-holiday grosses running 
way ahead of normal sessions, so 
house is currently continuing the 
policy, backing Jan Savitt band with 
Martha Raye, her second visit to this 
spot in eight months. That gives 
Stanley a potent lineup for its 
marquee, what with Shirley Temple 
on the screen in ‘Kathleen’ (M-G). 
Getaway consequently 
right, about three-quarters full up 





sont 
Sailors, Mary Raye & Naldi; ‘Night of 
Jan. 16’ (Par), reviewed in ‘Variety, 


On occasion it might be worth a 
ay as much atten- 


fore and aft, not bad on the Friday 
preceding Christmas, when the stores 
rather than the filmeries get most of 
the play. 

Savitt band, with @ lineup now of 
three trombones, three trumpets, five 
reeds, bass, piano, drums and guitar, 
gets things off fast with a hot num- 
ber and Ruth Robin comes on im- 
mediately after. A sister of song- 
writer Leo Robin and last featured 





tion to his immediate co-audience as 
At the last 
along- 


fresh out of highschool and} 


The boy friend was a little more) 





showy 





tion of theatre patrons, and if the! 


of 





looked allt} 


with Phil Harris, she’s both a looker 
and saleslady, and despite fact of 
coming on so early she clicks smartly 
with three numbers. Gal conks the 
novelty stuff and it’s a relief to find 
a femme band vocalist who for a 
change avoids the usual complement 
of done-to-death pops. Savitt’s sock 
arrangement of ‘Stardust’ follows, 
the saxes doing themselves proud, 
and that cues trio of DeVal, Merle 
and Lee, who kid the pants off the 
ballroom adagio and practically lose 
their own in the ensuing comic 
melee. Like other similar turns, they 
start out in regulation fashion, then 
go into the funny pratt stuff and 
wind up doing some pretty spec- 
tacular tossing-the-girl-around on 
the level. Flashy turn and over big. 


Savitt next comes up with ‘Dark- 
town Strutters Ball,’ featuring his 
bass player, a magician on that in- 
strument, and then it’s Bon Bon’s in- 
ning. Colored singer, who recently 
rejoined band, gives out first with 
‘720 in the Book’ and from there on 
in he’s over. Sandwiched among 
that WPA lament, with Savitt as the 
one-man Greek chorus, is another 
song and ‘Nagisaka.’ Bon Bon intones 
a couple of numbers in that melodi- 
ous. jibberish of his and lands feet 
first all the way. After a corking 
‘Chattanooga Choo Choo,’ its Miss 
Raye. 

Still sock, with dignity-be-danged, 
she’s over like a ton of bricks. Do- 
ing exactly what she did here last 
April, aside from couple of new gag 
bits, but she’s identified with ‘Great 
Day Coming, Manana,’ ‘Mr. Paganini’ 
and ‘5 O'Clock Whistle,’ so it doesn’t 
make any difference. Few singing 
comediennes around today with 
either her energy or talent, and she 
bangs over everything like TNT. 
This trip, she has Mickey Freeman 
for an accompanist, with Savitt’s 
band also coming through neatly on 
the background. 

For a finish, band uses ‘Prelude,’ 
with the drummer getting a bang-up 
workout. Incidentally, Savitt is do- 
ing no fiddling at all these days, 
sticking exclusively to the baton. 
Mightn’t be a bad idea for him to do 
at least one violin solo again just to 
prove to the folks that he’s not just 
a band leader in name only. Cohen. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, Dec. 21. 
Alan Carney, Ray & Trent, Canes- 
trellys, Martha Burnett, Ray Vaughn, 
Demar & Denise, Charley Shay 
House Orch; ‘Look Who’s Laughing’ 
(Par). 








Return appearance of Alan Car- 
ney and zippy supporting lineup 
qualify this as one of the most po- 
tent concoctions of pre-Xmas cheer 
the Olympia has palmed off in sev- 
eral years. 


Carney scored solidly here his last 
time out and easily justifies man- 
ager Al Weiss’ confidence in bring- 
ing him back so quickly. He’s one 
of the few mimes‘who is evidently 
appreciative of fact that an oc- 
casional change of material enhances 
his b.o.; he’s embodied a timely pa- 
triotic pitch in most of his char- 
acterizations. Also added number 
of fresh characters to his soapbox 
salon sketch, which, as always, is a 
howl. He also emcees neatly. 

Right in same category are Ray 
and Trent, clicky muscular control 
comics. Duo has been working 
with Orrin Tucker’s crew and is 
ably qualified to hold their own in 
any company. Ray is quite a panto- 
minist as well as an amazingly sup- 
ple acro. Begged off. 

Two exceedingly graceful ball- 
roomologists, Demar and Denise, 
score in a brace of widely varied 
routines. Pair is currently doubling 
at the Club Bali, and while not as 
yet cataloged in the upper-name 
brackets, they deserve watching. 

Ray Vaughn’s workout on the 
xylo cannot be disregarded. Ham- 
mer handler snares the major share 
of mitt slaps, and if house, when 
caught, had its way he’d get top 
billing. Session with tuned bottles 
and glasses is likewise  socky. 
Vaughn, judged by present stand- 
ards, is corny, but nevertheless he 
wows ’em, 

Martha Burnett is no stranger 
here, usually hanging her chapeau 
at the Biltmore or Roney during 
the season. She’s b.o. in a cafe, 
but in a house this size is at a dis- 
advantage. Dark~-haired diva pos- 
sesses a socky soprano, but wastes 
it on pops. Hers is definitely a mu- 
sical comedy voice, and torching 
current chants gives her little op- 
portunity to assert herself. 

The Canestrelly family is stand- 
ard. Three femmes and two males 
provide a spectacular ladder-balanc- 
ing turn. Quintet has just com- 
pleted a whirl on the sawdust trail, 
and are breaking their shuttle to 
winter quarters with a briefie on 
the boards. 


ROXY,N.Y. 


—_—-—_— 


Major Bowes’ ‘Stars of 1942 
Teddy Block, June Brady, } 
Carroll, Danny Drayson, Stan Earl 
Joan Lane, Merle Millar, Phithaw’ 
monicas (4), Stephen Phillips, g os 
Sarti, Youman_ Brothers, y Parry 
Robbins, Gae Foster Girls, 
Ash’s House Orch; ‘Confirm 
Deny’ (20th), reviewed in 
Nov, 1 


with 





It's all Major Bowes’ tyro future 
stars here this week, the house's 
usual presentation policy 
shunted aside for a vaude show 
Gae Fosterettes get in only twe 
short innings linked to a pair of the 
turns, and the entire layout amounts 
to quick, mostly single routines by 
a group of entertaining dancers, 


singers, musical units, etc. It's the 
expected lineup of Bowes amateurs, 


Archie Robbins, permanent me, 
here, _introes the various t 
springing only one or two gag ges. 
sions and doing a neat job alj 
around. With Paul Ash’s band op. 
stage, flanked at the outset by g 
bank of Foster girls, he trots out 
first a transcribed greeting by 
Bowes himself, which gets in a plug 
for Chrysler, Bowes’ air sponsor, 

Philharmonicas, quartet of mouth 
organists, open, selling their stuf 
solidly, occasionally comically, but 
most of it is over-arranged. They 
don’t disappoint expectations: ‘Flight 
of the Bumble Bee’ is their finale, 
Isn't there some other tune that 
will serve harmonica acts? 


Irene Carroll is billed as a ‘clas. 
sical swingster.’ Her number is not 
disclosed, but it’s neatly done in 
good voice. Stephen Phillips com. 
bines ballet-tap routines, gets good 
reaction, but beyond a few imagina- 
tive steps, lacks real appeal as a 
pro. Teddy Block (New Acts) is an 
imitator. erle Millar, who has a 
good operatic voice, gets in solidl 
with the audience with an unbilled, 
over-long opener, then ‘Donkey 
Serenade.’ 


Sam Sarti imitates, but with dif. 
ferent mannerisms, Roy Davis’ panto 
act. First he does Cyril Smith’s 
‘Sow Song’ recording, then panto- 
mimes Danny Kaye, using latter's 
recording of ‘Dinah.’ His mouth 
movement and body actions are per- 
fectly timed, indicating painstaking 
rehearsal. Joan Lane’s a whistler 
clicking neatly with ‘Glow Worm! 
and ‘Stardust,’ Foster gals working 
behind last in colorful costumes. 

Danny Drayson is a Bowes alum- 
nus, having worked pro for several 
years after graduating from a tyro 
unit. His hard shoe taps and slid- 
ing falls are reminiscent of other 
turns, but he sells them okay and 
went over here. Youman Bros. also 
seem familiar. They use clarinet, 
accordion and violin to imitate 
theme tunes of various bands. It’s 
an okay novelty. Stan Early is an 
imitator (New Acts). 

June Brady gets in one short vo- 
cal inning at finale, with Foster line 
on stilts, based on ‘Old Mr. Whisk- 
ers’ tune. It’s a neat finish of 7 
minutes of Bowes proteges, a unit 
that will find very satisfactory re- 
action through the hinterland. 

Wood. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Dec. 23. 

Dot Franey and ‘Star Spangled Ice 
Revue’ with Don Condon, Harry 
Douglas, Gene Reichel, Marie Cru- 
zan, Sarah Payte, Gertrude Gruber, 
Judy Brennan; Shirley Pierce’s Kid- 
die Revue, Pat Dunn, Herb Siz 
house orcli; ‘Rodeo Rhythm’ (Indie), 





Home talent is the keynote of the 
Tower program, as customary pre- 
Christmas week. Dot Franey and 
her ice revue are featured and have 
some marquee value, but in both the 
film and in opening half of stage 
show home towners are prominent. 


As a whole it’s only a fair offering 
at the Tower this week. 

Annual Christmas week kiddie 
revue consumes first half hour of 


stage presentation. Production, un- 
der direction of Shirley Pierce, is in 
the front rank of juvenile entertain- 
ment, attractive costuming enhane- 
ing values considerably. Following 
the kiddies, Pat Dunn sings, then 
m.c.’s the ice revue. It’s a p.a. for 
Dunn, who is featured in ‘Rodeo 
Rhythm,’ this week’s film, which was 
produced with local actors in Kansas 
City last summer. Vocalling of ‘You 
and I’ goes better than ‘Lullaby to 4 
Little Cowboy,’ which Dunn takes 
from the film. 

Last half is taken up by Miss 
Franey and her company skating on 
an artificial rink only 20 by 27 feet. 
Repertoire is complete, if condensed, 
including barrel jumping and slap- 
stick by Harry Douglas, figure wor 
by Gene Reichel, stilt skating by Don 
Condon, adagio work by Condon and 
Marie Cruzan, and the standout 
twirling by Miss Franey. Three-time 
Olympic speed champ, Miss Franey 
turned to figure and fancy work 
head this ice unit for clubs and the- 
atres during past three years or 8°. 
Much skill is in evidence, but the 
show is handicapped by the minia 





Biz okay. Leslie. 


ture rink. Quin. 
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EARLE, PHILLY 


Se ane 20. . 
les Spivak Orc wit 
Cay Stevens, Bunny Shawker, Star- 
dusters (4), Carol Bruce, Ray Bolger; 
‘Confirm or Deny’ (20th). 





istmas package is chockful of 
estertainment at the Earle this sesh. 
Just the right kind of music, sweet 
and hot, plus the sock hcofing and 
clowning of Ray Bolger, added to the 
beauty and talent of Carol Bruce. 
Bolger has never been better. Set 
in the next-to-closing slot, he sells 
himself solidly at the outset with an 
hilarious bit lampooning a hammy 
politician making an ‘if I’m elected 
speech.’ He then slides easily into 
his standard eccentric. hoofing in- 
cluding a satirical reprise of dances 
of past decades such as the Charles- 
Black Bottom and up to the 


ton, ; 
indy Hop, Conga and Boogie- 
role. Whistling, stomping and 


duke-pounding brings Bolger back 
for an encore—a comedy military 
routine with an oversize rifle. Lat- 
ter bit registered solidly with the 
house which included a_mob of serv- 
ice men in town for Yuletide fur- 


loughs. 

Miss Bruce, ornamentally and 
musically, is a swell addition to the 

laybill. Teeing off with the zingy 
Karioca,’ she then goes into a torchy 
tune, ‘I've Got It Bad,’ followed by 
her stage click, ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ 
Miss Bruce encores with a medley 
of Cole Porter pops. 

Nothing less than half dozen cur- 
tain calls satisfied the boys down 
front. The gal built up a heavy ad- 
vance when she appeared here for 
the Army-Navy football game last 

onth. 
m™Spivak’s aggregation, sparked by 
the adroit trumpeting of the maestro, 
is plenty versatile, giving out with 
the brassy jive and the sweet stuff 
with equaliy good results, 

Band opens the 60-minute stage 
presentation with ‘Minka,’ Gary 
Stevens baritoning, followed by 
‘Time Was.’ For contrast the crew 
then swings into a jameroo with 
‘Tiger Rag.’ Without missing a beat, 


the band also gives Massenet’s 
‘Elegy,’ arranged for the Spwah’s 
trumpet. 


Finale brings on the Stardusters, 
three guys and a diminutive femme, 
with ‘What Can I Do, Dear?’, ‘Shade 
of the Old Apple Tree’ and ‘This Is 
No Laughing Matter’ with Stevens 
assisting. Fadeout has the entire 
troupe on stage, lights dimmed, and 
the Stardusters and Stevens chanting 
‘Silent Night.’ 

House virtually capacity at show 
caught. Shal, 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





Stark pictures of Hawaii, first 
from aly newsreel to arrive here 
since the Jap stab in the back, Dec. 
7, highlight the current , newsreel 
bill here. News of the Day (M-G) 
brought the Hawaiian shots in, part 
of them photographed during the 
attack on the Islands but it’s ex- 
plained that the camera could not 
touch certain things because it 
might prove of informative value to 
the enemy. Good scenes of raging 
fires and other damage done are in- 
cluded, however, 


Secretary of the Navy Knox is 
shown reading a considerable por- 
tion of his report on the Jap treach- 
ery as a topper to the Hawaiian clip 
from M-G, with shots of the fleet 
and planes accompanying for effec- 
tive background. Action being 
taken by Central and South Ameri- 
can countries following our entry 
into war is furnished by Paramount, 
while Pathe visits with some enemy 
aliens arrested in Cuba. The latter 
reel-maker also rounded up the Jap 
Correspondent in Washington who 
has affirmed his loyalty to this coun- 
try. The Nipponese newsman, a 
U. S. citizen, delivers a fine speech 
but at this house, when show was 
seen, there wasn’t a ripple of ap- 
Plause in spite of the patriotic na- 





ture of the Jap’s talk and his de- 
hunciation of Japan. 


Though a little old by now, Uni- 
versal has recorded a short portion | 
of Maxim Litvinoff’s statement fol- 
lowing his recent arrival in Wash- 
ington, 

Arrival of Mexican planes in Cali- 
ornia, launching of more ships, 
training of firewomen (a little amus- 

&), handling of news communiques 
n Washington, Willkie’s visit to the 
, ite House, Axis spies recently 
Ound guilty in New York, the Eagle 
Quadron of Americans in England 
and a few other related items are 
among additional news bearing on 

e war, 
tre king questions left at the thea- 

€ by patrons, H. V. Kaltenborn, a 
weekly Embassy feature now, an- 
8Wers four bearing on the war. One 
Concerns the relative importance of 
a and battleships, another 
ag answer as to whether the 
a ~and-file of South Americans 
~ Aah Nazi, still another bears on 
K -E.F, again, and the fourth has 

altenborn telling how one can best 
Serve our country, 

1 cag McCrary, in another Em- 
- dee roduced special, takes his 

Udience aboard bombers, tells how 

ey work, dangers for gunners, etc 





€ also gets a Canadian army of- 


ficer, whose name is unannounced, 
to say a few words. 

Sports matter, a fashions clip, 
Chicago dog show, a Bill of Rights 
ceremony, auctioning of a prize 
steer, golf tournament, making 
American flags and other clips fill 
out, Char, 


MAINSTREET, K. C. 


Kansas City, Dec. 20. 
Jack Marshall, Marsh and Ginny 
Truex, Ray Goody, Four Skating 
Marvels, Mercedes, Charlotte Brown- 
ing, Mary Graham Minor Girls (16), 
Eddie Schulz house orch (12): ‘Scat- 
tergood Meets Broadway’ (RKO), 











‘Seeing Stars,’ tag on this week’s 
production, is probably the best stage 
presentation Mainstreet has had 
since reopening two months ago. 
With no big names or outstanding 
efforts, this is nonetheless a compact 
offering evenly paced and geared for 
customer satisfaction. 

Change in m.c.s brings in Jack 
Marshall to take over chores per- 
formed by Jackie Green past three 
weeks. Marshall succeeds in keep- 
ing show at fast clip and also con- 
tributes imitations. Good start is 
effected by the Minor girls in a swing 
minuet leading into terp turn by 
Marsh and Ginny Truex. Team is 
o.k. with modern taps to a rhythmic 
‘Hungarian Rhapsody’ accompani- 
ment and taps atop a chair. Ray 
Goody, tight-wire inebriate, climaxes 
with a full backward somersault. 

Charlotte Browning, amateur win- 
ner, maintains general standard with 
vocals and taps. Tropic number by 
line brings on Mercedes, featured 
this week in a phosphorescent spe- 
cialty. Marshall follows and then 
brings on four femme Skating Mar- 
vels for a fast roller turn. Finale. 
‘Spirit of America,’ is timely and 
well done with line leading a mili- 
tary tap and Miss Browning as a 
drum majorette. 

Pre-Christmas b.o. dropoff is not 
as sharp as expected and explanation 
is in fact both stage and screen fare 
are improved. Quin. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Dec. 19. 
Woody Herman Orch with Carolyn 
Grey, Billie Rogers, Frank Carlson; 
Gil Lamb, Lucille Ball and Desi 
Arnaz, Sam Kaplan house band; 
‘Down Mexico Way’ (Rep). 








On the boards and on paper this 
layout gives general satisfaction all 
around. Following a pit band over- 


ture, Woody Herman comes out 
front after theming behind cur- 
tains. Band shows a vast improve- 


ment over last trip here. Serves 
jive piping hot, and also clicks with 
one or two sweet numbers. 

Herman is a hard worker, spend- 
ing practically all of his time clar- 
ineting with the band, solo and with 
the reed section. Band vocalist Caro- 
lyn Grey is on for a couple of so-so 
tunes, 

Gil Lamb, one of the two outside 
acts on the bill, is known here and 
always finds the welcome sign dusted 
off. He’s solid with eccentric com- 
edy terping and panto. Takeoff on 
a jitterbug catching a matinee of a 
swing band wins heavy accolade. 
Other turn is Lucille Ball and Desi 
Arnaz, film players. Gal’s warbling 
not too impressive but her socko 
personality helps. Teamed with hus- 
band Arnaz, act adds up as a good 
package of songs and patter. | 

Arnzz has been out as a Single 
this fall, while Miss Ball is in be- 
tween pictures. Best value is in 
strong selling suave of Latin-Ameri- 
can songs. He is out first in tails and 
top hat for “Too Many Girls’ which 
goes big. 

Girl follows with some crossfire, 
leading to a medley of So. American 


songs in talk-a-song fashion Also 
has a terrific baby talk number, 
reminiscent of Fanny Brice’s Baby 


Snooks. Miss Ball could devote more 
time to comedy, as she impresses 
favorably in that department. * 

Arnaz cleans up with ‘Chica, Chi- 
ca. Boom’ and ‘Babalou.’ Contrast 
between his voice and Miss Ball’s is 
too strong and should be remedied 
by rearranging mike stance and soft- 
ening his voice. Nervousness was 
apparent and pair also had difficulty 
getting together with the Herman 
band at show caught. 

Herman crew carries a femme 
trumpet player, Billie Rogers. Gal 
comes through with some terrific 
horn blowing, also warbling. She’s 
a winner. Frank Carlson, 
drummer, also has a sesh under the 
spot. Whips up a nifty in the clos- 
ing number. —— ; 

Biz slow opening show today (Fri- 
dav) but picked considerably at 
later shows. Eck. 


Russ Sued by His Mgr. 


Mack Green, personal representa- 
tive, filed suit Friday (19) in N. Y. 
supreme court against Whitey Russ 
and his Tune Toppers, seeking $6,250 
for alleged breach of contract. Plain- 
tiff was employed as rep of the de- 
fendant April 7, 1941, for a year, and 
was discharged Sept. 9. 

He was to have received 25% of 
defendants’ earnings from radio, film, 
stage or television dates. 








band’s | 


CHICAGO, CHI. 


Chicago, Dec. 20. 
Al Gordon, Lloyd & Willis, Fritz 
& Jean Hubert, Tony Martin, Chi- 
cago Ballet (16); ‘I Wake Up 
Screaming’ (20th). 








Chicago line has a couple of 
standout routines currently which 


are right for the holiday season. A 
bell number, with the girls wearing 
tuned bells around waist and ankles, 
enabling them to play a couple of 
numbers, scored with this mob. Fol- 
low up with tap and jive number 
to ‘Anvil Chorus’ in swingtime, and 
proved another clickeroo with the 
customers. 


Tony Martin had the girls in a 
swoon from entrance to closing and 
panicked ’em with his vocalizing. 
Martin got a little too nite-clubby 
with ’em, but despite this was a 
powerhouse. Martin retains a fresh- 
ness which, combined with his vocal 
style, is popular. 

Al Gordon's dog act is presented 
as usual. Gordon has injected more 
hokum and clowning into his act, 
but much of it is overdrawn and not 
very funny. On tricks everything 
is okay, with the somersault a top 
stunt, and the spinning table top for 
the finish remaining a fast closer. 


Standard for years and unchanging 
is the drunk acrobatic turn of Fritz 
and Jean Hubert. Haven’t changed 
an item in their routine, but the 
audience stil] enjoyed the prattfalls 
and the clowning. Lloyd and Willis 
are a nice looking dance couple, 
fresh in appearance and clean-cut in 
style. Team has a musical comedy 
flavor, 


Biz good at the last show Fri- 
day (19). Gold. 











Continued from page 1———— 


would be reported to the State De- 
partment. 

Pan-American said Miss Durbin 
and Paul had no reservations on the 
Clipper as none is leaving Tuesday 
since service suspended, Further- 
more, Pan-American Airways is 
under Government control and in- 
formation on departing Clippers and 
planes is now strictly sub rosa lest 
enemy capitalize on information. U 
execs were finally told that if Miss 
Durbin wants to entertain service- 
men there are plenty in American 
camps. 











New 


Acts 





PATTI PICKENS & BOB SIMMONS 
Singing 

8 Mins. 

Hurricane, N. Y. 


Patti Pickens, who jumped from 
Georgia to Broadway spotlight some 
10 years ago as a member of the 
Pickens Sisters harmony troupe, 
comes out of retirement to warble 
with her husband, Bob Simmons, as 
her teammate. Simmons previously 
vocalized on the radio and else- 
where. 


Both members of the duo have 
good voices, but, here at least, in 
singing together the effect is one of 
harshness. Both have powerful 
voices, and they might forget about 
the mike—just as sister Jane Pickens 
does with much success—and sing 
directly to the audience. 


They’re a pleasant-looking young 
couple, and if they can get their de- 
livery in the right groove might find 
a slot for themselves in niteries and 
vaude. Herb. 


BELA BIZONY (4) 
Concert Ensemble 
Cotillion Room, N. Y. 


Bela Bizony is essentially a violin 
soloist, although here his concert en- 
semble becomes the relief orchestra 
with a cymbalom, string bass, piano 
and fiddle team. He’s alternate band 
to Stanley Melba, the main dance 
combination, but primarily Bizony 
registers with his soothing string 
music. 

Heretofore a violin specialist at such 
spots as the Hotel Algonquin’s Supper 
Club, he has been variously billed 
as ‘court violinist’ with an Old 
World background. No matter the 
billing, for who’s to say nay, he 
makes an impressive entr’acte in 
boites of the chi-chi calibre such as 
the Hotel Pierre’s swank Cotillion 
Room. Adelaide Moffett has suc- 
ceeded Peggy Fears as vocal soloist 
here, and she in turn is being dis- 
placed by Antonio & Rosario, Span- 
ish terpers, doubling from ‘Sons 0’ 
Fun.’ Abel. 


ELEONOR GRECCO 


Dancing 

Havana-Madrid, New York 
Castilian terper displays mild 

tango routine, using castanets. She’s 


graceful, however, and has possibili- 
ties with additional grooming. 
Single number got away to mod- 
erate returns at show -caught. ; 
Mori, 











Unit Reviews 








Continental Hit Parade 
(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N.C.) 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 19. 

Wells Bros. (3), Hi Sing and Sue 
Ling, Lenore De Gama, Homer Mea- 
chum and O’Hara Sisters, Seror 
Twins, Rita Dawn, Dean Edwards, 
Jackson Sisters, Angela, Hit Parad- 
ers (8), Rhythm Swingsters (5); 
‘Unexpected Uncle’ (RKO). 

‘Continental Hit Parade’ is 
worthy for the number of acts it 
carries, at least a dozen separate 
iturns, although at least. three 
lare pulled from the line for 
cialties, 

Top plaudits are captured by Hi 
/Sing and Sue Ming, Oriental tum- 
| blers, who please with fast-moving 
|acrobatics on a high pole, balances, 








note- 


spe- 


|and concluding with Miss Ming in a 


handstand on a revolving 
| pedestal. Wells Bros. opens with a 
|dazzling display on the bars, with 
ltwo brothers doing straight gym- 
|}nastics, while a third—dressed in 
|}tails—furnishes the laughs. Act 
| draws applause again and again with 
|nifty whirls and snappy gyrations 
|on the bars. 

Homer Meachum, rube comic, ap- 
|pears with the O’Hara Sisters, and 
| doubles with emcee duties. He han- 
idles emceeing in novel style that 
| pleases, but his turn with the O’Hara 
Sisters, whom he introduces as his 
\‘old lady’ and daughter, is only so- 
'so. Best bit is where one girl imi- 
ltates Tommy Riggs, the other Betty 
| Tou, while Meachum does a terrific 
| Donald Duck. The Sweet Leilani 
inumber misses fire, and closing with 
one singing ‘Long Way to Tippe- 
rary.’ another ‘Rufus Rastus John- 
son Brown,’ and a third, ‘Dancing 
in the Moonlight’ is mediocre. 

Seror Twins, identical looking 
Frenchmen, please with a_ panto- 
mime turn through half of which 
they create the illusion that they’re 
only one person. They also turn in 
a nice terp turn. Rita Dawn, five- 
year-old monvet, does some_ solid 
sending on ‘Playmates’ and ‘Chatta- 
nooga Choo Choo,’ topped off with 
a cute curtain that had house yell- 
ing for more, 

Lenore De Gama impressed in 
two appearances. Her first was a 
semi-nude Indian toe dance artisti- 
cally presented. She came _ back 
later. in evening formal, to do a 
conhisticated peel. 

Dean Edwards comes out of the 
line for an exhibition of pretzel- 
hendings acrobatics. Angela is pleas- 
ing in a militarv tan single and also 


one-arm 








Anes enerinl with line in two num- 
bers. Jackson Sisters, also from the 


girls | 


line, present song and dance that 
could well have been left out. Line 
opens with a Russian number, An- 
gela doing a tambourine specialty. 
Comes back with one of the O’Hara 
girls to back a vocal number, then 
finishing with a snappy Conga. Band 
backs up unit pleasingly. 
Good house on show caught. 
Just. 


(BILTMORE HOTEL, N. Y.) 





Heasley Twins, Hazel Franklin, 
Maureen Holmes, De-Icers (4), 
Olman’s orch with Jean Blair. 
First ice show in 
|hotel’s Bowman Room is now a 
|smartly paced as well as an excep- 
| tionally well-dressed production. 








Costuming is as fine as any rink 
|affair, be it the major arena pro- 
iductions or ‘It Happens on Ice’ at 


the Center in Radio City, and looks | 
like it could easily be toured as a 
circuit of major hotels. 

Plus fine skating by the principals, | 
the Heasley Twins and tiny Hazel 
Franklin, this ice show has the nov- 
lelty of starting its story premise on 
the hardwood floor and then segue- | 
ing onto the rink, which is rolled out 


from beneath the _ bandstand 
Maureen Holmes’ nice singing of 
‘Sun Valley Serenade’ covers the} 


changeover. The male Heasleys and | 
blonde little Miss Franklin, a crack- | 
erjack in her line, do some excep- | 
tional skating in the limited ice| 
ispace, while the Four De-Icers, 
|former chorines and all lookers, are 
adequate on the blades in three sim- 
ple routines between and augment- 
ing the featured skaters. Theyre in 
the show for added atmosphere and 
they serve this purpose neatly, the 
costuming giving the beauts added 
values in Ss.a. 

Show’s pace is perhaps best illus- 
trated by the 35-minute running 
time, the production crowding into 
that time limit at isqst seven skating 
numbers, including two each by the 


Heasleys and Miss Franklin, two 
songs by Miss Holmes, .the De- 
Icers’ work and the opening floor 


number depicting the Heasleys being 
jilted at the altar. Only an excep- 
tionally fast pace could accomplish 
all that. 


BILTMORE ICE SHOW | 


ling from 
| , . 

; show caught, girl requires 
}a change of style to get along, 


Val | 


the Biltmore | 


| ploitation on current picts: « 





The singing of Jean Blair, with 
Val Olman’s orch, should be an asset 
|for this room. Good-looking brunet 





TENNER & SWIFT 
Dancing-Rope Twirling 
8 Mins, 

Hurricane, N, Y. 


When these two guys come out on 
the sage in their sombreros and 
boots they look like nothing so much 
as the traditional ‘cowboys from 
Brooklyn.’ They quickly dispel that 
notion, however, with their able han- 
dling of ropes as they tap-terp. 

Okay looking lads, they’re handy 
with their feet as well as with the 
lariats, although it is the latter, of 
course, which gives them whatever 
punch they have. They offer no 
patter with the hoofing and twirling. 

Boys have a strong flash finale and 
might be valuable for early-in-the- 
show vaude work and for’ niteries 
which have large enough floors to 
allow them to really swin« those 
things. Herb, 
STAN EARLY 
Imitations 
6 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 


Early is a Major Bowes alumnus, 
working here with latter’s new unit. 
His work consists of usual vocal im- 
itations of various name personali- 
ties, but it’s all done unusually well. 
Beginning with a takeoff of Clark 
Gable, which isn’t in good taste be- 
cause of accompanying dialog, he 
runs through Charles Boyer, Henry 
Aldrich and others. Last is almost 
indistinguishable from real thing. 

As a getaway he apes Jimmy 
Stewart’s radio part on last Sunaay's 
(14) ‘Bill of Rights’ program. His 
version contained a lusty kick. It’s 
the high point in his act. Wood. 


HECTOR DEL VILLAR 
Songs, Dancing 
Havana-Madrid, New York 


Cuban song and dance man has 
an odd-looking pan, but he’s got his 
hotcha conga-rhumba routines down 
pat and he dishes it ovt in style 
that can’t miss. Wears short white 
jacket with ruffled sleeves, panama 
hat, red sash and cream-colored 
trousers. 


Version of Cuban rhumba, ‘El 
Botellero,” is a sock routine. He 
went on again in this show for the 


finale with a smashing leaping 
conga with Julio Richards and Kiki, 
Mori, 


TEDDY BLOCK 
Vocal Sound Effects 
5 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 


Teddy Block is one of Major 
Bowes’ ‘Stars of 1942’ unit at this 
house. He offers a nicely sold ses- 
sion of vocal imitations of airplanes 
in flight, motor boats, etc. His stint 
is short here, due to number of turns 
on bill, but what he does indicates a 
capacity for more imitations. 

Ability is underscored in an imi- 
tation of jungle tom-toms. It’s dif- 
ferent, and this audience liked it. 

Wood. 


MAGALI DEL VALLE 
Songs 
Havana-Madrid, New York 


Latin-American songstress does not 
impress as a nitery attraction. Judg- 
two numbers she sang at 
more than 





Sounds mechanical and affected. 
hori, 





War Reissues 


mg, Continued from page i1—————— 





by this sales force reaction, with war 
stuff not necessarily anti-Nazi, to be 
one of the mainstays on shooting 
schedules in months Ex- 
lend- 
being 


ahead. 


ing themselves to it is also 
geared along war-minded line 


Few distributors look favorably on 


repeat bookings, with Metro ree 
portedly one of the toughest com- 
panies on releasing oldies. Many 
exhibs were obliged to fill out with 


reissues on account delayed produc- 
tion deals in recent months and in 
most experiences were not 
good either for distribs or theatre 
men, 


Cases 





Hollywood Inundated 
Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

One of the results of the war is a 
flood of military and naval stories 
swamping the film studios. In the 
week following the Jap attack on 
Pearl Harbor more than 100 tales, 
all dealing with Hawaii and Japan, 
were submitted to 20th-Fox. Other 
studios were equally bombarded 
with similar yarns, making a total 
of more than 1,000 in a week, and 
still pouring in as the writers in the 
midwest and east are warming up 
to the subject. 

If there is an overabundance of 
warlike stories on the screen during 
the oncoming months it is not the 
fault of Hollywood. The studios are 


A | “407 e 2 $ 2.33 ; 
has a fine operetta-type voice and | €xercising restraint in holding the 


| her repertoire is glove-fitting for the | 


‘ Biltmore’s clientele. Scho. 


militant pictures @own to a reason- 
able number. 
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VARIETY 





Wednesday, December 24, 194) 











WEEK DECEMBER 26 


show, whether full or split week. 


Variety Bills 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 














Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (24) 
Orrin Tucker Ore 
Walter Long 
Walter Dare Wahl 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (26) 
Inkspots 
Erskine Hawkins 
Moke & Poke 
Red & Curley 


MIAMI 
Orpheum (25-28) 
4 Comets 





Cookie Bowers 
Fimone Simon 
A Allyn & Hodge 
Jimmy Leeds 
SPRINGFIELD 
Paramount (31-3) 
Count Bernivici 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (26) 
Lou Breese Bd 
Lorraine & Rognan 
Gordon's Dogs 
Darlene Walders 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (25) 
Will Osborne Orc 
Maysy & Brach 
Alan Carney 
4 Samuels 
(18) 
Count Basie Ore 
Hattie McDaniel 
Gordon & Rogers 
Whitey L Hoppers 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (25) 
H’wood Sweater Gls 
Feter Lynd Hayes 
Mary Healy 
Anne Nagel 
Kim Loo Sis 
Stuart & Taylor 
Barbara Pepper 
Tommy Reynolds O 
Condos Bros 
(19-22) 
Hawaiian Nights 
Collins & Peterson 
3 Freshmen 
Hawaiian Hotel Ore 





Don & Jane Ford 
Beverly Clark 
Manchinos 

Danny Hein, Jr 
Princess Luana 
Line Gls 


PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (25) 
Woody Herman Ore 
Billy DeWolfe 
Shyrettos (6ds) 

(88). 
Charlie Spivak 
Carol Bruce 
Ray Bolger 

PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (25) 
Ted Weems Orc 
The Nonchalants 


Ore 


Chris Cross 


Ruth & B Ambrose 
(18) 


Jan Savitt Ore 
Martha Raye (6ds) 
DeVal, Mer'e & Lee 


WASHINGTON 
Earle (25) 
toxyettes 
Tommy Trent 
Shea & Ravmond 


Jerry Cooper 


Helene Faye 
(19-24) 

Poxvettes 

Whitey & Ed Ford 

Evelyn Ferney 

Ecdie Sacks 

Billy DeWolfe 

Mogul 








Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 


State (25) 
Ed Sullivan 
Tel Rios 


Eunice Healey 
Tune Toppers 
Renay Venuta 
Dave Vine 


Cross & Dunn 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (25) 

Kkhythm Rockets 
Tcmack & Reis Bros 
Lynn Allison 
Harriet Hoctor 
Ga’tier Steeplechase 








RKO 





BOSTON 
Boston (26) 
Warl Carroll Vanities 


Blackstone 
ALBANY 

Palace (26) 

Mert Dorsey Ore 

ot an & Skillet 

Joe & J McKenna 
OLEVELAND 
Palace (26) 

Hubert Castle 

7 Herth 3 


ae & Waterfall 
Rave & Naldi 
Ray Bolger 
Great Lester 
(19) 





The Cristianis 





Wosson Bros 

Lathrop & Lee 

W Brown & Ames 

Mills Bros 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (26) 

Rello & V Pickert 

Gil Maison 

Stuart Morgan Danc 

W Brown & Ames 

Martha Raye 

DAYTON 

Colonial (26) 

Juggling Jewels 

Smith, Rogers & E 

Bob Evans 

The Kidoodlers 

A: Trahan 

Harper & Danc Gls 





Independent 








NEW YORK CITY 
_ Music Hall (25) 
Van Leer’s Tr 
Capt Heyer 
Col Alexis 
Selihofft 
Michael Miller 
Adriana & Charly 
Selma Kaye 
Choral Ensemble 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Apollo (25) 
J Luncefcrd Bd 
Miller Bros & Lois 
V Velma Middleton 
T Moore & J Byrd 
Charles Bristol 
Roxy (25) 
Berry Bros 
Paul Gerrits 
Tov 
Adrian Ro 
Riviera 
Gus Van 
Rob Easton Co 
* Ross & LaPierre 
Glamourettes 
Windsor (25) 
Milt Britton Ore 
Gertrude Neisen 
Roy Davis 
Don Rice 
Honey Fam 


Be vs 
llini 3 


(28) 


ASTORI 
Steinway (25-28) 
Ward & King 
Bob Douglas Co 
L Manning & Mitzi 
Suliy & Thomas 
Andrew, DeWald, M 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (25) 
Louis Prima Orc 
oe Frisco 
ola Lane 
ay & Lou Seiler 
6 Grays 
Marine (28 only) 
Cooper&Rhvthmites 
(Four to fill) 
Sheepshead 
(28 only) 
Gonzales 8 
Billy Carr Co 


(Three to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (25) 
Gautier 

3 LeAhn Sis 
Martin Bros 
Rex Weber 
Helene Gardner 
Reyal (25) 


Paul LaVarr Co 
(One to fill) 
(25-27 
Chuckles 
CAMDEN 
Towers (25-28) 


Carr Rev 


Thompson Itro 
Jay James Co 
Reynolds White 


Bert Walton 

6 Willys 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (25-28) 

Spencer & Foreman 

Phyllis Baker 

3 Dolls 

Arthur & M Havel 

Carlos Circus 
FREEPORT 

Freeport (26 only) 

Cooper&Rhythmites 

(Four to-fill) 
GLEN COVE 
Cove (27 only) 

Gonzales 3 

Billy Carr Co 

(Three to fill) 
HARRISBURG 
State (29-31) 

S American Nights 

(25-27) 

Powder. Lipstick R 
HARTFORD 
State (25-28) 

Gene Krupa Ore 

3 Stooges 

Monroe & Grant 

Amelia Gilmore 
FALL RIVER 

















Empire (26-31) 


Blackstone 
JAMAICA 
Jamaica (24) 

B Wells & 4 Fays 

Fiton Britt 

Sandor Glancz Co 

Carroll & Howe 

Rob Joyce & Ginger 
LYNBROOK 

Lynbrook (27 only) 


a ooper& Rhythmites 


(Four to fill) 
MAMARONECK 
Playhouse (27 only) 
Paul LePaul Co 
2 Glamourettes 
(Three to fill) 
NEWARK 
Adams (25-30) 
Dick Rogers Cre 
L Ball & D Arnaz 
Monroe Bros 
Joey Rardin 
PASSAIC 
Central (25) 
Will Bradley Ore 
Mrances Fave 
Littl Tough Guys 
Harry Savoy Co 
The Stapletons 
PATERSON 
Majestic (30-1) 
Carr Chuckles Rey 
(25-29) 
Shaw & Lee 
Crazy Show 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (26) 
Sammy Wlash 
Jean, Jack & Judy 
Roy Smeck 
Singing Texans 
Evelyn Farnev 
Fay’s (25) 


Tirza 
Jed Dooley Co 
Max & Gang 


The Dinlomats 
Marty Pohn 
PIIMAN 
Pitman (27 only) 
2 Shades of Rhythm 
Paul LaVarr Co 





(Two to fill) 
(25 only) 
Diane Davis 
Bill Ames 
Jean, Jack 
(Une to fill) 


PROVIDENCE 


Metropolitan (25-28) 
Show 


Cab Calloway 
SOUTH RIVER 
Capitol (26-27) 

12 Amer Rockets 

Reed & Mack 

Anthony & 

George Freems 

(One to fill) 


WASHINGTON 
Howard (25) 
Girl Show 


Peters Sis 

Jackie Mabley 
WOODSIDE 

Sunnyside (27-28) 

Kay & Karol 

30 Jenkiss 


Ben Yost Mimic Men 


Martez & Delita 


& Judy 


togers 


Andre Bodo 

Charles Inwald 
Famous Door 

Billie Holiday 

Three Riffs 

Babe Hussin Cre 


51 Clab 


Carolyn Biddle 
Marion Joyce 
Iris Karyl 
Wauneta Bates 
Frances Leslie 
Wiima Novak 
Irene Kaye 
Grooverneers 
Bobby Bernard 
Dick Lewis Ore 


Gypsy Lopez 
Greenwich Village 
inn 


Carol Chapelle 
Dianita Rivera 
Vera Nova 
Gertrude Bond 
Judy Rudy 
Geraldine Gale 
Gene Monet Orc 


Harlem Rendezvous 


Edna Mae Harris 
Princess Valda 
Columbos Orc 
Bobbe Caston 

Phil & Audrey 
Johnny Taylor 
Savannah Churchill 
Reeve Sis 
Spordoe-O-De 


Havyana-Madrid 


Julio Richards 
Kiki 
Felipe de Flores 


Magali del Valle 





Hector del Villar 


52d St. Swing Club 


Glen Miller Orc 
Hotel Piceadilly 
(Georgian Room) 

Kerry Ens 

Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Reom) 

Adelaide Moffett 

Rosario & Antonio 

Chandra-Kaly Co 

Bert Allerton 

Stanley Melba Ore 

(Cafe Pierre) 

Pliner & Earle 

Imogene Carpenter 

Charlie Murray 

Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 


Dick Gasparre Ore 
Kitty Carlisle 
Jack Cole 


Hotel Roosevelt 


Kenny Gardner 


Hotel Sheraton 
(Murray Room) 
Ruthlowe 
Sair Lee 
Hotel 
Hildegarde 
Bob Grant Ore 
Hotel St. Moritz 
(Cafe de la Paix) 
Garron & Bennett 
Eva Barcinska 
MacPerrin 
Grace Patterson 
Bob King 
I. & E Roberts 
Ford Harrison Ore 


Hotel St. Regis 
(iridium Room) 





Hal Saunders Ore 


Hotel Pennsylvania 


Guy Lombardo Ore 


Savoy-Plaza 


Julian Fuhs 


{Sula Lester 


Leon & Eddie’s 


Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Ore 
Bobby Sanford Co 
Eddie Davis 
Margo Good 
Gilli Filli 
Byrnes & Swanson 
Chinita 
Gene Stockwell 
M & L Rudolft 
Noel Toy 

Maison Louls 


Bill Drye 

Carrie M Beville 
Maison Pierre 

Tommy Lyman 


Gaston’s Monte Carlo 


Pierre Beaucaire 
Nena Montes 
LeCarlos & Granada 
5 Madcaps 
Chung Ye Wha 
6 Can-Can Gls 
Gaston 

19th Hole Club 
Rita Renaud ‘© 
Tommy Lazardo 
Bobby Blair 
Greta Lewis 
Bill Hall Ore 

Nut Club 

Belle Sloane 
Lamour 2 
Jack Reynolds 
Little Joe Little 

Old Roumanian 
Dagmar 


Place Elegante 





Clift Conrad 
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BEVERLY HILLS, CAL. 














(One to fill) 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (22-24) 


Crazy Show 
Shaw & Lee 








Cabaret Bills 

















Bricklayers 





Sunset Royal Ore 
Harris & Howell 
3 Brown Sis 
5 Cra *Kerjacl 

State (28-31) 
3 Shades of Phythm 
E.inor Sherry 


| Golden 


Arthur’s Moulin 
Rouge 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Adama & Lisa 
Patricia York 
Dolores Baron Co 
Armando’s 


Geo Morris Ore 
Pedrito Ore 
Dorothy Allen 
Julie Colt 
Aurelia Colomo 
Bagatelle 
Nordstrom Sis 
Marcella Clair 
Aurelia Coloma 
Royal Lukawella 
Dick Wilson Orc 
Beachcomber 
Wilbur Evans 
Sally Sweet 
Mary Burton 
Shadrach Co 
Sonny Tufts 
Bee Kalmus 
Toy & Wing 
Machito Ore 
Lee Kuhn Ore 
Ben Marden’s 
Winter Room 
Owen & Parker 
Yvonne Bouvier 
F'reshmen 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
Lynn & Marianne 
Pat Frederica 
Ginger Lane 
June Carroll 


ww 


Ermine Randolph 


Virginia Gibson 
Jean Mona 
Moya Gifford 
Lois Palmer 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Kay Parsons 
Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 
Don Richards 
Charles Rosoff 
Brevoort 
Nora Sheridan 
Charles & Ray 
Ruth Landi 
Butler’s New Room 
Steve Murray Rev 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
Cafe Madison 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Marlynn Michael Co 
Les Parker 
Cafe Montparnasse 
Aileen Cook 
Jean Brunseco 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
John Kirby Ore 
Hazel Scott 
Gate 4 
Cafe Soclety 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Sammy Price 
Connie Berry 
Helen Humes 
Ammons & Johnson 


Cafe Vienna 


Ruth Barr 
William Hoffman 
Murray Miller 
Dolfy Margens 
Leo Pleskow Oro 


Casa Marta 


Antoinette Severin 
Tony & Estrella 
Hector Del Villar 
Monalito 

Juan Dimitri Ore 


Casino Rasse 


Nina Tarasova 
Gypsy Markoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Mischa Novy 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Olga Vadina 





NEW YORK CITY 


Cerutti’s 
Bricktop 
Billy Hayward 
Cliff Allen 
4 Chanticleers 
Dan Parrish 
Chateau Moderne 
Ira Spector Ore 
Clichy 
Ann Gale 
Walter Lynch 
Club 18 
G Andrews Ore 
Jules Stower Ore 
Roberta Welch 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Kay Blaire 
Gaye Dixon 
Hazel McNulty 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Betty Jordan 
Susan Lang 


Club Gaucho 


Maruja Serrano 
Anita Rosal 
Nedra Madera 
Lupita Orla 
Maria del Carmen 
Camancho & F 
Don Carlos Ore 
Club Maxim 
Margo Graham 
Gloria Bowman 
Don Miguel 
Marion Shaw 
Rosita Carmen 
Vince & Anita 
Johnny Morgan 
Marion Powers 
Club Midnight 


Ramona 
Vi Bradley 

Club Samoa 
Ching 


Los Chamacos Orc 
Copacabana 
Peggy Fears 
Loper & Barrat 
Fernando Alvarez 
Ustelita 
Los Segovias 
Charles Baum 
Frank Marti Orc 
Cora & Irene’s 
Winnie Duncan 
Nora Williams 
Terrace Boys 
Coq Rouge 


Slyvia Marlowe 


James Copp, III 
Maggi McNellis 
Tony Kraber 


Nick D'Amico Orc 
Cue Club 

Key Men 

Dorothy Ross 

Bobbie Engels 

Nirma Cordova 

Louise Carlysle 


Nita Naldi 
Betty Compson 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe BE Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Noble Sissle Ore 
El Chico 
Don Alberto Ore 
Padilla Sis 
Teresita Osta 
Victoria Barcelo 


El Morocco 





Nicholas Matthey O 


Chiquito Ore 


Jose & Lolita Vega 


Eleanor Grecco 

Movita 

Maya Ore 

Don Gilberto Ore 
Hickory House 


Joe Marsala Orc 
Norma Shepard 
Hoot Howley 
Larry Benn tt 3 
Mercedes 

Carol Boyd 

Rollin Smith 
Ginger Wayne 
Hotel Ambassador 


(Trianon Koom) 
Jules Lande Ore 
Claire & Arena 
Eric Victor 
Richard Lane 

Hotel Astor 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Dick Kuhn Orc 


Hotel Belmont 


Plaza 
George Shelley 
Vivian Blaine 


Carole & Sherod 
Belmont Balladeers 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
(Bowman. Room) 
Heasley 2 
Hazel Franklin 
Maureen Holmes 
Jean Blair 
{ Little De-Icers 
Val Olman Ore 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Virginia Hays 
Nye Mayhew Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 


Vaughn Motroe Ore 
Peter Rotunda Orc 





Gus Marte! Ore 
Harriet Haddon 
Lucille LaMarr 
Norah Gale 
Berniece Stewart 
Bob Duffy 

Bob Tobin 

(La Maisonette) 
Paul Sparr Ore 
Rosalie Grant 
Madarre C 
Maximilian 


Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Sonny Skyler 

Hotel Waldort- 
Astoria 
Tito Guizar 
taphael 
Georges & Jalna 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 
Sande Williams 

Hurricane 
Patti Pickens 
Bob Simmons 
Jan Murray 
Teenner & Swift 
Honey Murray 
Dave Dennis Cie 
Don DeVode Ore 
Iceland 
Danny White 
Mildred Jocelyn 
Diana Lure 
Norine Robinson 
Beuval & Tova 
Clem Belling Tr 
Joan Wood 
Ginger Layne 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Orc 

Jack Dempsey’s 
B'way Restaurant 
Irv Carroll 


Alphand 


Ore 


Restaurant 











Elmer Snowden Orc 


Ore 


Laura Deane Dutton 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Antonio de Cordova 


Chauncey Grey Orc 








HARRY 


Xmas 





CENTRAL, PASSAIC, N. J. 


SAVOY 


Week 


| Marguerita 














Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
Sammy Kaye Orc 

Hotel 5th Ave 

(Salon Madrid) 
Cass Franklin 
Beverly Berkley 
Marion Lee 
Diaz & Diane 
Raymond & Lucinda 
Burton Gross Orc 

Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Meymo Holt 
Napua 
Leilani Iaea 
Nani Todd 
Lehua Paulson 

Hotel McAlIpin 
Johnny Messner Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 


Benny Goodman O 
Peggy Lee 
Tommy Taylor 
Adele Inge 
B & B Wade 
Ronny Roberts 
Ice Baliet 
Grace Harvey 
Lynn Clare 
Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 
Margo & Mann 
Midnight Gypsies 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Elaine Jordan 
Dora Maugham 
Robert Raymon 
Geoffrey Hale 
Rochelle & Beebe 
(Rhumba Room) 


Juan Donrigues Orc 
Julia Gerrity 

Fish & Gold 

The Three Debs 





Placed by 
EDDIE SMITH 
Paramount Building, New York 
Billingtons Adrian Rollini 3 
Marylin Duke Jimmy Kelly’s 
Paul Duke . : 


Montmarte Boys 
Joe & George 
Raymond & Joan 
Helen Holmes 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 
Rene 
Glenda 
Menva 
Isa bel 
Rose 
Peggy 
Joe 


Hope 

Del Ray 

Brown 

Withum 

de la Plant 

Capello Or 
Kern’s 

Cornel Tanassy 

Kelly's Stable 

Loke 

Behr 


Kea 
Betty 
Ann Hallow 
Art Tantum 
Glenda Hope 
Ramon & Jo Ann 
Linda Keene 
Billy Daniels 
King Cole 8 
La Conga 

Noro Morales Ore 
Jack Harris Ore 
Lee Dixon 
Harris Co 
Sonia Cortes 
Gloria Belmonte 

La Marquise 
Ruth Winchell 
Dorothy Tanner 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 

La Martinique 
Imogene Coca 
Carlos Ramirez 
Di Gatanos 


Merrie Vee Johnson 


Cy Walter Orc 
Herbert Curbello O 
Le Petit Palais 

Mme C Alphand 





Oscar Kariweis 


Duci de Kerekjarto 


Orc 





Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 





Ernest Franz Ore 
Rainbow Grill 
Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 
Sylvie St Clair 
Rainbow Room 
Matty Malneck Ore 
Allen De Witt 
Velero Sis 
Russel} 6wan 
Stone Page 
Relen Ortega 
Rubaa Bleu 


Paula Laurence 
Peters Sis 

Mabel Mercer 
Carrie Finnel 
Herman Chittison 
R Dyer-Bennet 


Russian Kretchma 


Norma Lucero 
Lyda Swan 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 
Cornelia Cedolban O 
Sterk Club 
Helen Horton 
Ernie Holst Orc 
Frank Curbello Ore 
Ubangi Club 
Stuff Smith 
Savannah Churchill 
Smiles & Smiles 
Hardin Bros Co 
Habe Wallace 
Rosetta Le Noire 
Helena Smith 
Pauline Bryant 
Wivel 


Connie Joyce 
Baron & Bernay 
Versallles 
Max Bergere Ore 
Panchito Orc 
Jane Pickens 
Dorothy Keller 
Frances Mercer 
Sdward Trever 
The Barrys 
Six-Ver-Sighs 
Village Barn 
Nol & Nolan 
Diane Fontaine 
Larry Weeks 
Chuck Palmer Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Leadbelly Nero 
Josh White 
Debby Rest 
Ann Robinson 


LOS ANGELES 


Band Box 
Pete Snyder 
billy Snyder 
George Tibbles Ore 
Johnny Howard 
Ann Triola 
Billy Lankin 
Bar ef Musie 
Felix de Cola 
Roger Roland 
Ken Stevens 
Nita Claire 
Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bowl 
Bob Shea 
The Duffins 
The Velascos 
Frank Paris 
Jimmy Walsh Ore 
Cafe Society 
Billie Holiday 
Clayton 3 
Bob Laine’s Orc 
> Casa Manana 
Frankie Carle 
Fred Lowery 
Larry Cotten 
Mimi Cobanni 
Johnny Richards O 
Cocoanut Grove 
The White Guards 
F D'Amore & Anita 
Snooky Lanson 
Ray Noble Ore 
Florentine Garden 
NTG 
Dolly Michell 
Buddy Weed 
Mike Pingatore 
Chiquita 
Corinne & T Valdez 
Paul Whiteman Ore 
Frank Howard 
Fred Scott 
Sugar Geise 


| Charlie Foy’s Club 
| Charley 


Foy 
Les Burnett 
Padula 
George Beatty 
Lorraine Eliiott 
Red Stanley Ore 


| Bob Evans 
| Jackie 


Le Maire 


Grace Hayes Lodge 
George Lloyd 
Vivian Marshall 

B Reilly & Cherito 
Peter Lind Hayes O 
Neville Fleeson 
Hollywood Tropics 
Maxine Lewis 
Ernesto & Italia 
Dick Thomas 

Paul 
House of Murphy 
Bob Murphy 
Charles Miller 


16 Sepian 


Neighbors Orc 





Jean Meunier 
Beth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 
Gordon Bishop 
Macambo Cafe 


Edwardo Aguilar O 
Phil Ohman’s Ore 


Palladium 
Stan Kenton Ore 

Paris Inn 
Kenny Henryson 
McQuen Sis 
June Morgan 
Polly Lorrieta 


Marg’rite & M'rtinez 
Henry Monet 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 
Pirates Den 
Johnny Holmes 
Tom Harty 
John Arden 
Nick Cochran Ore 
Rhumboogie 
Lois Galloway 
Marie Bryant 
Paul White 
Beauties 
Cee Pee Johnson O 
Roosevelt Hotel 
Harry Owens Orc 
Scheherazade Cafe 
Yascha Borowski 
Josephine Houston 
Russian Gypsy Ore 
Seven Seas 
Benny Kaha 
Puanani Mathews 
Princess Luana 
Chief Sautini 
Stanley Wheeler 
Malua 
Charlie Openul 
Eddie Bush Ore 
Slapsy Maxies 
Ben 
Cully 
Jerry 
Marian 
Benny 
Patti 


Blue 
Richards 
Kruger 
Mannérs 
Lessy 
Moore 
Sam Lewis 

Joe Polsky 

Joe Oakie 
Bettye Martin 
Joe Plumer Ore 


Swannee Inn 


Fred Skinner 

Joe Turner 

Meade Lux Lewis 
Trianon 

Bob Crosby Ore 
Trouville 

Jerry Bergen 

Billy Gray 


‘Stop, Look & Listen’ 


Rob’s B Royallaires 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Ambassador Hotel 


sert Estlow Orc 
Chelsea Hotel 

Billy Van 3 
Claridge Hotel 


(Mayfair Room) 
Marty 


Magee Orc 
Club Nomad 
Tiny Kave 


Helene Francis 
How'd Montgomery 
Al Cummings 
Anna Pastora 
Manny Davis Ore 
Cosmopolitan Hotel 
Al Miller 





Paddock Int’! 
Bob Bell 
Paddockeers Ore 
Penn Atlantic Hotel 

(Palm Koom) 
Elliott Russell Ore 
Ritz Carlton Hotel 
(Merry Go Round 

Room) 

Eddy Morgan Ore 
Traymore Hotel 
William Madden O 
Gables’ Inn 
(Black Horse Pike) 
Nan DeMar 
Stanley Rich 
Joan Clark 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotol 
(Pump Room) 
Emile Petti 
Buttery 
Carl Smith Ore 
Barone 
J & J Walton 
Rae Marsh 
Jane Jordan 
Ray Conlon 
Don Orlando Ore 
Skeets Minton 3 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Art Kassel Orc 
Marion Holmes 
Barrett 





Maurice & Maryea 

Hadley Gls 
(Tavern Room) 

Dave Pritchard Orc 

Dick Ware 

Bob Marshall 

Annette Shields 

Blackhawk 

Les Brown Ore 

Betty Bonny 

Cappy Bara Ens 

Shirley Gay 

Ralph Young 

Jose Rosado Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 


Johnny Dvffy Ore 





Patti Clayton 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Koom) 

Tony & George 

Verna Ray 

Bob Billings 

Broadmont 


Ralph Fielder 
Bonnie & Ryan 
Jeannine 
Rhymettes 
Pat Lewis 
Evelyn Raye 
Art Testa Orc 
Brown Derby 
Thelma White 
Three Ryans 
Margo Wade 
Renne Villon 
Beth Farrel! 
Milton & Ann 
Ted Smith 
Duke Yellman Ore 


Capitol Lounge 


Maurice Rocco 
Louis Jordan Ore 
Chez Paree 

Tony Martin 
Willie Shore 
Paul & Eva Reyes 
Callahan Sis 
Koyd Raeburn Orc 
Bobby Ramos Orc 
Evans Gis 
Club Alabam 
Bernie Adler 
Mary Earle 
Paulette LaPierre 
Harriet Norris 
Charlotte van Dae 
Del Estes 
Marion Moore 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Colosimos 
Dave Malcolm 
Chick Schloss 
Tiny Gorman 
Larry Ross 
Pete Sperner 
Jayne Alberts 
Chrystine Tremayne 
Don Lang Ore 
Prognaph Gls 
Henry Lishon Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Vincent Bragale O 
Drake Hotel 
(Camillia House) 
Ramon Ramos Ore 
Adrienne 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 
Richard Himber Ore 
Margery Lea 
Carlton Emmy 
Saxons 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gis 
885 Club 
Hal Monte 
Duanos 
John Tio 
Mary Kuth Milam 
Julio Garcia Ore 
Johnny Honnert 
Elitel’s 
Heidelberg Octet 
Rathskellar 
Louis & Ore 
5100 CTub 
Danny Thomas 
June Carson 
Bob O Lin 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Garrick Stagebar 
Cats & Fiddle 4 


Gis 


Clab Bali 
Los Caballeros 
Patty Crawford 
Jerry Taps 
The Chadwicks 
Baliloelies 
Alan Fielding Ore 
3 Aces 

Ben Franklia 
The Blanchards 
Suzanne & Christine 
Jim Penman 
Dixie Robheris 
Yvonne Chevalier 
Frankie Masters 
Benny the Bum'‘s 

Consuelo Flowerton 
Frances Carroll 

Carroll's 
Gaines Ore 
Pat Bernard 
Roberta Carney 
Grace O'Hara 
Jean Carte 
Jimmie Lewis 
Shelly & Neff 
Babe Cummings 
Carrolloviies (12) 

Club 15 
Jane Lynn 
Babs Stone 
Marlene Turner 
Mimi Stewart 
Matty Owens 
H Hale Rhymettes 


College Inn 
Smythe & Dolores 


Dae & Dale 

Joan Williams 

Scarey Gavin 

Jerry Delmar Ore 
Embassy 

Fernandez Ore 

Sonya Yar 

la Verne Upton 

Lorretta Lane 


Suzan Day 
Eduardo 

Evergreen Casino 
Vivian 
Linda Leif 
Pat Sullivan Ore 
Frankie Belasco 
Dot Garcy 

(H Walton Roof) 
Grace O'Hara 
Jo Andrews 
Thompson Bros 
Carolyn Marsh 
Roy Benson 
Glamour Gls 
Helen Heath 
Chavez Ore 
Castaine & Barry 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Rose Gallo 

Jam Session 

Mickey House 
Ann Rae 
Billy Kretchmer 
George Lutz 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Florenz 
Frances Carroll 
5 Suzettes 
Jack Spangler 
David Gold Ore 

Lexington Casino 
Richard Bach 
Brandon & Barton 
Hilde Simmons 


Vance 











OuKe 
Lew Story Ore 


Marie Lawler 

Betty Grey 
Grand Te 

F Henderson Ore 

Harlem Rey 


Hi Ha 
Billy Carr ‘ 
Carol Crane 
Belle Baker 
Eddy Fens Ore 
H Martinez Ore 
Winnie Hoveler 

Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
ety Swanson 
lerra Hawaiia: 
Helen Sumner ) 


L’ Aigloa 
Spiros Stamog 
Gwendolyn venenl 
Murray & Cummi 
George Deveron 
Isobel de Marco 


La Salle Hote} 


(Pan-Am, Room 
Conchita ) 


Ambassadors Ore 
New Yorker 
Ruth Petty 
ane Green 
Ted & Mary 
Leszo Retter —- 
Polly Day 
Claire Mangen 
Starlets 
Arne Barnett 
Al Milton oe 
(Piccadilly Ci 
Billy Meyers bas 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Griff Williams Org 
The Hartmans 
Virginia Austin 
Keith Haltl 
John Sabastian 
Beverly Allen 
Pedro DeLeon Ore 
Abbott Dancers 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Jack Teagarden Ore 
Kitty Kallen 
Jores Bros 
Walter Donoghue 
N Brooks Style Rey 
Carl Marx 
Rhumba Casino 
Sheila Barrett 
Alice Dawn 
Pan-Am Dane 
Don Pedro Ore 
Monchito Ore 
Ferd Canay Ore 
606 Club 
Guy Cherney 
(nn Howard 
Trudy Fanchon 
Patsy Ann 
Fanchon & Fanchon 
Marion Miller 
Evelyn Taylor 
Maxine DeShon 
Alyce Cerf 
Betty MacDonald 
Millie Wayne 
606 Gls 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Oro 
Tripoli 3 
Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 
Avis Kent 
Del Courtney Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tris Wayne 


Garvin Buschell 0 
Ralph Lewis 
Octaves (4) 


Lido Venice 
Carmen Torrente 
Alan Gale 
Sonnie Mason 
Rita Roberta 
Eddie Blum Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Mousey Garner 
Madge & Cart 


Jack Phillips 
DeLlovd McKay 
Paul Rich 

3 Radio Aces 


Victor Hugo's Ore 
Lou’s Chancellor Bar 
Williams 
Tones 
Wellers 
(4) 

Minstrel Tavern 
Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 
Dumont Minstrels 
Tony Callazzo 


Pearl 
Clef 
Curt 


Romeo 


Boys 


Sally Foy 

Stella Engle 
Margie March 

Sissy Ginnie Loftus 


Ed McGoldrick, Sr 
Moravian Bar 

Kenny Shafer (3) 

Dick Wade 

Curt Weiler (4) 
Nell Dieghan’s 

Jack & B Knapp 

Tip Top Gls 


Evonaires 


Joe Johann 

Magic Flyers 

Jess Altmiller 

Geo Marchetti Ore 
Leonard Cooks 
Old Falls Taveras 
Don & Dorese 
Margie Hight 
Eddie Thomas 
Billy Hayes’ Ore 


Al Kilbride 
Open Door Cafe 
Jeannettes (10) 
Margie Drummond 
Sheila Start 
Bank & Fay 
Joan Maury 
Frankie Schluth 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
Palumbo's 
Yvonettes 
Alma & Roland 
Henry Patrick 
Ben Perry 
3 Peppers 
Bonnie Stewart 
Kaye & Grey 
Philadelphia Hotel 
Vera Cruz 
Adrianne Parker? 
Irmgrad & reg 
Leonora Co-Eds 
Dick Wharton Ore 
Walter John 
Ritz Carlton 
Howard Lanin Ore 
Roman Grille 
Gloria Dale 
Al Capron Orc 
Kitty Aldridge 
Spic & Span 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Gordon Cites Buys as Responsible for 
Past Clicks in Plea to Nix Ticket Code 








Before leaving New York for the 
Coast last week Max Gordon ap- 
ared before a gathering of fellow 
managers and advocated scrapping 
the ticket code. He protested the 
regulation in the code that prohibits 
ticket buys by agencies and claims 
that if he had the support of the 
prokers, his latest show, ‘Sunny 
River’ (St. James), would have a 
petter chance to click. Gordon de- 
that if it had not been for 
buys, ‘Roberta’ and ‘The Cat and 
Fiddle,’ two other musicals produced 
by him, might not have survived 
weak beginnings. He said the 
agencies helped materially during 
the first six crucial weeks, both 
shows later scoring runs. 
Gordon first appealed to Equity 


to drop the code because of the no- | 


buys stipulation, the actors associa- 
tion being teamed with the League 
of New York Theatres in fostering 
the code. Equity referred him to 
the League, which took the pro- 
posal under consideration. No com- 
mitment has been made. When the 
code was devised the principal aim 
was to curb high prices in the agen- 
cies and elimination of buys was re- 
garded as removing excuses by the 
brokers for over-charging. 

The code parallels the N. Y. state 
law limiting premiums on tickets to 
75c over the boxoffice price. It was 
argued that in view of that statute 
the agencies would not enter into 
buys, but there is another viewpoint. 
Latter idea is that the state law is 
based on the fact that agencies get 
tickets on consignment and there- 
fore should be subject to price lim- 
itation, but if they bought tickets 
outright, the brokers who are suing 
to upset the law might have a better 
chance to have it ruled illegal on 
the grounds of property confiscation. 


Lambs Gambol May Net 
$7,000, With More Due 
From Special Mag Sale 


Lambs Gambol held Dec. 6 at the 
Waldorf-Astoria, N.Y., is expected to 
net between $2,000 and $3,000 less 
than last winter’s affair, which made 
around $10,000, but demand for the 
sOuvenir magazine is expected to 
materially increase the amount re- 
alized so far. Mag of 132 pages is 
high-lighted by sketches from 14 
name artists, all but two hav- 
ing drawn nudes, making it the 
most undressed publication ever 
gotten out for such an affair. Tickets 
for the Gambol ranged from $25 to 
$10 and persons attending were pre- 
sented with the booklet, ‘edited and 
produced’ by William C. Lengel. 
Copies are being sold by the club 
at $3.50 each. James Montgomery 
Flagg drew the cover. 

Mag has special stories by Sam 
Forrest, whose subject is ‘Back Stage 
with George M. Cohan,’ John Golden, 
Howard Lindsay, Dan Parker, Harold 
G. Hoffman, Fred Waring, Clyde 
North, Russel Crouse, Joe Laurie, 
Jr., Theodore Dreiser, Lawrence 
Paquin, Tex O’Rourke, John T. A. 
Ely, Walter N. Greaza and S. Jay 
Kaufman. There are also 56 full- 
Page photos of members paid for at 
So much per page.. Takings from the 
booklet, called ‘The Gallery of Stars,’ 
goes to the Lambs memorial fund. 
which is used to aid members who 
are financially embarrassed. 


UR. MISS’ WILL PLAY 
ARMY CAMPS FOR USO 


‘Junior Miss’ will be the second 

sit show to play the army camps, 
going into rehearsal this week and 
opening Jan. 10. First legiter is ‘Out 
of The Frying Pan.’ Max Gordon, 
who produced ‘Junior,” gave per- 
mission to USQ-CSI for the camp 
trick, authors foregoing royalties. 
Actors will be paid from $50 to $65 
weekly. 


‘My Sister Eileen’ was to have been 
the initial comedy for the camps, but 
just before it was ready to open the 
Play was withdrawn. Number of 
clergymen objected to ‘Eileen’ be- 
Cause of an undressing bit, but the 
Camp show people claimed the can- 
cellation was because of ‘technical 
difficulties.’ ‘Eileen’ was played at 
& special matinee for school chil- 
ren, which made the ministerial 
Squawk the more ridiculous, Gordon 
also produced that play. 














vr 








B’way Robbery Try Fails 


Last Wednesday (16) an attempt to 
rob the boxoffice of Warner’s Holly- 
wood, Broadway at 52d street, N. Y., 
was thwarted after the ticket racks 
were ripped open. Two youths were 
involved, one being caught by police. 
Advance orders for ‘Banjo Eyes,’ 


with accompanying money and 
checks, were locked in the safe and 
were intact. 


‘Banjo,’ with Eddie Cantor starred, 
opens at the Hollywood Thursday 
(25) at $7.70 top, regular night scale 
thereafter being $4.40. 


Stage Mors. 
Seek Closed 


Shop, Pay Hike 


Legit stage managers have formed 
an organization, the latest theatre 
group formed, aiming for a closed 
shop and fixed salaries. All are 
members of Equity and have asked 
that association to support their pro- 
gram. It appears, . however, that 
they waited too long to get action at 
this time, since Equity is committed 
not to seek changes in policy, having 
recently signed a two-year basic 
agreement with the managers. 

Stage managers contend their field 
of activity is becoming overcrowded 
through infiltrations from summer 
stock and claim priority to jobs on 
the strength of experience on Broad- 
way. They further argue that 
youngsters from the sticks are willing 
to take backstage jobs for minimum 
Equity pay. 

The stage managers ask for a mini- 
mum $125 weekly for straight shows 
in New York, $150 on tour, with an 
additional $25 applying for musicals. 
It’s understood that pay for such jobs 
has been between $60 and $75 here- 
tofore, but there has never been a 
fixed scale. With the increase in 
actor minimums, the stage managers 
feel they should also get a _ boost. 
They also seek a rule against being 
called upon to double as actors, al- 
though stage managers are required 
to be up on all parts in case of 
emergencies. 














‘Ring Once for Central,’ by Carl 
Allensworth, who authored ‘Village 
Green,’ on Broadway early this sea- 
son, will be on opening bill of Nat 
Karson’s One Act Play Theatre in 
N.Y. 


| 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘The Smiling Visitor’ (San 
Francisco) — Katharine Cornell, 
Guthrie McClintic. 

‘Crown Cafe’—Carly Wharton, 
Martin Gabel. 

‘Bow to the Wittiest’—Helen 
Bonfils, George Somnes. 

‘Jason’—George Abbott. 

‘All in Favor’—Nugent, Mont- 
gomery, Duncan. 

‘In Our Time’—Otto L. Pre- 
minger. 

















B’way Absorbing Shock of War; 
Shows Held Their Own in 2d Wk. 





‘Peter Pan’ in Newark 


The Griffith Music Foundation, 
Newark, N.J., will present ‘Peter 
Pan’ at the Mosque there opening 
next Tuesday (30). A professional 





ASK BASIC PACT 
FROM EQUITY 
ON AGENTS 


Legit casting agents, in seeking a 
basic agreement with Equity, have 
submitted a voluminous document 
for consideration. In asking for the 
pact they point out that Coast pic- 
ture agents have a working arrange- 
ment with the Screen Actors Guild, 
and, as Equity has established an 
annual fee, they should have a simi- 
lar deal. 

Casters are not so much concerned 
with the charge of $100 required for 
new agents when being licensed, but 
want some assurance that the $25 
annual levy will not be increased. 
Equity has a committee considering 


the agents’ request and its report 
was considered at the council ses- 
sion yesterday (Tuesday). 

Again the agents ask that recon- 
sideration be given to revising the 
rule limiting commissions to 5%, 
which is supposed to apply for reg- 
ular engagements. There is little in- 
dication that Equity will favor a 
boost. It has never been determined 
whether members are strictly com- 
plying with the commission rule, but 
some actors insist that at least a 
percentage of members are slipping 
their agents more than 5%. 








Harry Kaufman to Mend 
In Florida and Havana 





Harry Kaufman, discharged from 
Doctors hospital, N.Y., late last week 
after recovering from a second major 
operation, planed to Miami Monday 
(22), and after a few days at the re- 
sort he will proceed to Havana to 
recuperate. Showman will be under 
medical treatment for some time. 

Joey Keith, of Postal-Leblang’s 
ticket agency, was reported reacting 
favorably to treatment at the Jersey 
City Medical Center early this week. 


cast will be used, being under con- 
tract for two weeks. George Vivian 
and Keane Waters are in Charge of 
direction and production. 

Those engaged. Dorothy Draper, 
Edith Campbell, Edward Grey 
Fuller, Bernard Savage, Curtis 
Kappe, Melville Anderson, James F. 
Lloyd, Robert Lee, Marilyn Jolie, 
Boots Miles, Maxine Michaels, Teddy 
Casey, Richard Masson, Gerald 
Matthews, Toni and Carlo Robinson, 
Scot Cooley, Harlem Stone. 


N.Y. League May 
Ask Dailies Not 
To Print Grosses 


At a board session of the League 
of New York Theatres held Friday 
(19), practices of metropolitan 
dailies in connection with shows 
| were discussed and indications are 
that publishers will be asked to 
modify if not eliminate certain 


types of items. Particularly ob- 
jected to is the printing of grosses. 
Such items are regarded as trade 
news and while regarded as legit- 
imately used by ‘Variety,’ which 
originated boxoffice estimates, should 
not be given to the general public. 

In the last season or two grosses 
have been sent the dailies by some 
press agents, figures being claimed 
for out-of-town dates as well as on 
Broadway. Grosses from _ such 
sources could be stopped by the 
managers themselves, it was pointed 
out. Claims by some showmen on 
grosses as printed in dailies have 
frequently been incorrect, wilfully 
or otherwise, and that may be the 
fault of the managers rather than 
their press departments. 

Objected to also is the printing of 
opinions of out-of-town reviewers. 
Some of that matter is not always 
favorable and, even when it is, some 
showmen claim that such condensed 
notices make it difficult to sell pre- 
views. Out-of-town notices have 
been getting into the N. Y. press 
more often in the past several sea- 
isons, rather than word of showmen 
who formerly tagged new shows on 
the basis of tryouts. 
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| who declare such a permanent ad- 
| dition to the backstage corps is not 
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Shock of America’s entry into war, 
as reflected by the violent drop in 


business during the first week, is 
being absorbed. Second week, which 
ended Saturday (20), saw no ime- 
provement in grosses, with an exe 
ception or two, but the same levels 
were approximated, only a few 
shows easing off further. However 
unless a number of attractions do 
not perk up quickly, they will be 
forced off. - 


It is just a guess as to how much 
the war’s start resulted in business 
declines and how much was caused 
by the nearness of Christmas. Ap- 
pears quite evident that hysteria at- 
tending the false air raid warnings 
has evaporated. The average person 
appears conscious of the possibilities 
of bombing, but not with the same 
degree that attended the biackout 
preparedness rush. 


Perhaps the perking up of advance 
sales which started Monday (22) is 
a barometer of business to come 
within the next three weeks. While 
during the first week advance sell- 
ing dived, it started picking up and 
early this week with steady lines at 
the boxoffices for the hits. The 
agencies confirmed the betterment. 


Indicated that most of the tickets 
being sold in advance are for the 
holiday period, or directly there- 
after, and Broadway figures that a 
clearer line on business chances will 
not be had until] around the middle 
of January. Sensational develop- 
ments can affect theatre attendance 
one way or another, but at present 
it is indicated that people are not 
staying as close to radio sets as dure 
ing the 10 days following the assault 
of the Japs upon Pearl Harbor. 


There is little doubt that there was 
a general idea to keep away from 
New York. Even buyers remained 
at home and gave orders by means 
of telephone, hotelmen finding that 
out when there were numerous can- 
cellations. Residents in suburban 
New York were advised by local 
authorities to stay at home. Late 
last week the holiday buying rush 
at department stores revived and at 
least one big establishment had 
guards outside regulating crowds 
wishing to enter. 


‘Sons O’ Fun,’ Winter Garden, and 
‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial, remained 
in the van of Broadway, both re- 
porting standee business throughout 
the week, ‘Best Foot Forward’ about 
held its own at the Barrymore. 
‘Blithe Spirit,’ Morosco, was best 
among straight plays, though some- 
what off. ‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum, is 
runner-up and is one of the few 
shows that picked up. Most of the 
others registered around the same 
figures as the previous week. 

‘The Wookey’ is a definite war 
casualty and closes after another 
week at the Plymouth. Closing this 
Saturday is ‘Hope for the Harvest’ 
at the Guild, a sudden decision. 


Mgrs. Complain to N.Y. 
Atty.-Genl. on Scenic 
Artists’ Union Ruling 


Scenic artists union has adopted 
ithe rule requiring the employment 
lof a painter with each show over 
violent protests of the managers, 











necessary. Showmen had voiced 
y 


|their objection to John J. Bennett, 
| attorney 


general for New York, 
claiming they would be forced to 
use unnecessary labor. Case was put 


|in the hands of John F. X. McGohey, 
_Bennett’s chief assistant, who sum- 
| moned scenic union officials. 


Latter stated they wére willing to 
talk over the matter with the man- 
agers and the two factions huddled 
Tuesday (23) afternoon. Understood 
the union would consider modifying 
the rule, possibly excluding one-set 
plays, but the showmen said there 
is so little need for a scene mainte- 
nance man that they would refuse 








Rush Reservations and Copy to Any Variety Office 
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to engage such an employee even for 
multi-scened shows. 


Rule had been voted down at a 
union meeting some weeks ago, but 
cropped up when placed to a refer- 
endurm. It was adopted by that 
method, a majority of the member- 
ship being painters, many of who 
are out of jobs. Rule is said to cal 
for a painter for each show at $90 
|per week as long as the show plays. 














in eta men 


ee 


a oe 


CE OO TT Ce 
piso 








2 an ES 
age Serer 








wom saree ray ucnen nr tm 


— 


t 


ee 
ee 


en ae EN. 


50 LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 





BIH, 


Wednesday, December 24, 194) 








Inside Stufl—Legit 


Click of ‘Angel Street,’ at the Golden theatre, N. Y¥., was a major sur- 
prise to virtually everyone but director Shepard Traube, who presented 
the show in association with Alex Cohen. Even Traube didn’t expect it 
to be a smash and is reported to have told his backers that the thriller 
might just about pay off the investment, because of the small cast, single 
setting and consequently low operating cost. What the Shuberts, who are 
interested in the venture through their operation of the Golden theatre, 
thought of the show is indicated by the fact that no tickets were printed 
for the second week. Play opened on a Friday night and had tickets 
available for only that and the two Saturday performances. Supply for 
the following weeks wasn’t printed until the Shuberts saw the rave 
reviews. 

In its original version, ‘Angel Street,’ then titled ‘Gaslight,’ was pre- 
senied in London and in several] U. S. strawhats. It was then said to peter 
out in the third act. Present version of the play was written by Traube 
some months ago while he was on a direciorial assignment for RKO 
on the Coast. When he first came east to do the show he told friends 
that Patrick Hamilton, the original author, would not permit script re- 
visions. ‘Therefore, Traube revealed, he would not inform Hamilton of 
the chanses until too late for the latter to stop him from using the re- 
wrilten version. } . 

Traube and Alexander Cohen, who are associated in the presentation, 
were in the summer theatre field, though the former staged several Broad- 
way shows. Early in the season Cohen attempted what was called rotary 
stock at Laly’s, which lasted but one week with the showing of ‘Ghosts 
For Sale.’ also a melodrama. That venture cost around $12,000. ‘Angel’ 
cost about $14,000 to produce and, in addition to the presenters, there are 
around 23 bockers, principally people on the Coast, including George 
Haight, who has a small percentage. Shortly before the play opened on 
Broadwey more money was needed and Al Jones invested $1,000. Jones 
was interested in a Broadway ticket agency. 








Hailie Flanagan, who was national director of the defunct WPA Federal 
Theaire Project, has been appointed dean of Smith College, Northampton, 
Mass. whcre she will also be drama professor. Latter post was her’s at 
Vassar, she having been absent for four years during the existence of 
FIP. She obtained another three years’ leave from Vassar to accept the 
Smith assignment. 

Mrs, Flanagan was criticized frequently during the existence of FTP, it 

eing intimated that she sympathized with radical movements within the 
organizaiton. She denied Communists dominated the Government’s stage 
relief outfit, but a Congressional committee insisted that was true and 
FTP wes eliminated from WPA. 

With the aid of a Guggenheim Foundation grant, she studied the theatre 
abroad and wrote a book called ‘Shifting Scenes of the Modern European 
Theatre.’ Another book, ‘Arena,’ published a couple of years ago, was 
about her experiences as head of the theatre project. 





Some weeks ago the Sunday drama section of the Herald Tribune, N. Y., 
carried an extended article on the duties and tribulations of press agents, 
particularly when covering out of town stands, written by Tom Weatherly, 
publicist for Dwight Deere Wiman. Reported that drama editors in eastern 
key cities took umbrage, burn-up going for Boston scribes, that town 
being cited as an example. Seems they didn’t relish the expression ‘thirsty 
eagerness.’ 

Weatherly, who went to Boston ahead of ‘Letters From Lucerne,’ said 
he had not intended offending the press. To emphasize the point, the 
p.a. entertained at a party on bekalf of Wiman. The affair was prior to 
the opening of ‘Lucerne’ and all the drama people attended with one ex- 
ception, that lad usually shying clear of such events. Show was given a 
break in the Sunday advance and Weatherly proved he stands as well 
with the Hub scribes as ever, 





Estimated that the estate of O. E. Wee, who died recently is worth 
more than $100,000, bulk of which will probably go to his widow, who 
was Louise Price on the stage. His birthplace was Orfordville, Wis., a 
hamlet of 300 persons, Wee's father conducted the general store and a 
small town hall that sometimes played rep shows. 

Wee’s first name was Oscar, which he disliked. A nickname of Oakie 
also drew frowns, so friends settled for Harry. Showman’s specialty was 
pop-price road shows, prior to entering into rotary stock with J. J. Leven- 
thal. During the last World War he sent a play called ‘The Hell With the 
Kaiser’ through one-nighters. 

Widow’s family are New Englanders, 
physicians. 


a number of relatives being 





Original presentation of ‘Porgy and Bess’ by the Theatre Guild ran about 
four months on Broadway and ended $8,000 in the red. Cost of operation 
of the mixed cast musical operetta mitigated against its chances. One of 
the main expense items was the orchestra, there being 42 men in the pit 
to handle the George Gershwin tunes. Score’s standouts, ‘I Got Plenty of 
Nothing’ and ‘Summertime,” had not reached their height when the show 
closed. 

Cheryl Crawford and John Wildberg revived ‘Bess’ last summer at 
Maplewood, N. J., and intend showing it on Broadway next month. Cost 
of operation, however, will be much under that of the original. 





John Golden is claimant of the world’s key-to-the-city championship 
and offers to prove it. The key collecting hobby has been going on for 
many seasons and the manager was given more than 40 such tokens of 
esteem. Perhaps the most prized key is that representing Chicago and 
presented by Mayor Edward J. Kelly ‘to my good friend John Golden.’ 
It is a fancy thing and adorns the latter’s desk. 

Inscription is ‘In recognition of the tremendous contribution he has 
made to the American Theatre and as a symbol of our years of friendship.’ 





A new war song, ‘We Did It Before and We Can Do It Again,’ has been 
added to ‘Banjo Eyes,’ Eddie Cantor’s musical, which closed a three-week 
engagement in Philly Saturday (20). 

Romo Vincent is out of the show along with Bill Bai'e, and Charles 
Walters, dance director. Reason is undisclosed, but report is that it was 
caused by disagreement with Cantor and Al Lewis, producer. 








to its best season in years. Has had 


‘Blithe Spirit's’ No. 2 Co., only one dark week since opening 
e e Sept. 15 and is rren s r 
With Annabella, Plays Pitt ir three lie ties vagy 


night with touring ‘Hellzapoppin,’ 
which will run through Jan. 3. 


Kondolf’s Play 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 23. 
Nixon theatre here will get road 
preem of ‘Blithe Spirit,’ No. 2 com- 
pany of Noel Coward hit, with 








Annabella (Mrs. Tyrone Power), 
Dennis King, Carol Goodner and 
Estelle Winwood, week of Jan. 19. 
Booking was made possible when 
engagement of ‘Panama Hattie,’ 
which comes in Jan. 12, was short- 
ened to one week with announce- 
ment that Frances Williams would 
replace Ethel Merman in the title 
role. ‘Hattie’ had originally been 
booked in for a fortnight. 

Nixon, incidentally, is rolling on 





George Kondolf, former adminis- 
trator of the Federal Theatre Proj- 
ect, has acquired production rights 
to ‘Thre Nine Day Wonder,’ play by 
Victor Wolfson. Both Burgess Mere- 
dith and John Garfield are being 
sought for the lead, play scheduled 
to go into rehearsal in early Jan- 
uary. 

Fitelson & Mayers, attorneys for 
both Kondolf and Wolfson, have ar- 
ranged finances, 





Serlin Seeks Summer 
Run for ‘Father’ In 
Pitt at UBO House 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 23. 

‘Life With Father’ is considering 
a summer run here at Nixon, thea- 
tre management having already been 
contacted about terms for possible 
July-August engagement. It would 
be first time house has had any sum- 
mer legit since days of old Harry 
Bannister stock company back in 
1928. Spot, which is without any 
cooling plant, usually closes down 
around the first of May until middle 
of September, sometimes later. 

It’s also the first dickering Oscar 
Serlin, producer of ‘Father,’ has done 
with a UBO-booked house since 
calling off his feud a few weeks ago 
with that outfit. Interest in Pitts- 
burgh for hit comedy is result of 
show’s smash two-week biz recently 
at Senator, a film house, where it 
rolled up fortnight gross of around 
$45,000, winding up to SRO and 
turning hundreds away. 

‘Father’ had originally been booked 
into Senator for four weeks, with an 
option for as many additional as 
wanted, but deal was signed when 
Harris outfit had another downtown 
house, the Alvin, for most of its pic- 
ture product. When roof caved in 
on that spot, however, in November, 
1940, and management realized it 
would be more than a year (house 
still isn’t open, but is presently re- 
building) before Alvin would be in 
operation again, it asked Serlin to 
reduce contracted time to two weeks 
and cancel the option clause. Un- 
derstood Senator wants show back 
again when Alvin reopens, but the 
Serlin-UBO peace eliminates that 
possibility. If ‘Father’ doesn’t come 
in for a summer run, it will play 
Nixon during regular season next 
year. 


WAR FEVER MARS RUSSE 
BALLET IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Dec. 23. 

The Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
took it on the toes as well as the 
chin here in a recent engagement. 

Tamara Toumanova, prima baller- 
ina, fell by the wayside with 
blistered tootsies, was unable to 
make either the matinee or night 
performance, Saturday, Dec. 13. 
Alexandra Danilova took over Tou- 
manova’s traipsing, with Danilova’'s 
own leads divided among several 
others. 

Troupe did different ballets after- 
noon and evening, laid egg at the 
boxoffice, attracting only $2,500 
gross. Got good notices, however, 
and was well liked. War fever 
blamed for financial flop by sponsor, 
Mrs. Martha W, Angier. 


Technical Delay Holds 
Up Basic Agreement 














An unforeseen delay has cropped 
up in the ratification of the revised 
basic minimum agreement on the 
managers end, the Dramatists Guild 
having sealed the pact. So has the 
League of New York Theatres, but 
it developed that two-thirds of the 
managers who had _ previously 
signed Guild contracts are required 
to make the deal official. Stated 
that the situation is mostly technical 
and it is merely a matter of time 
when the transaction will be actu- 
ally completed. 

It appears that a number of man- 
agerial setups were corporations, 
any number of which are now de- 
funct. There may be several in- 
corporated shows within one man- 
ager’s office, but because the attrac- 
tions have closed thee ventures no 
longer are extant. Such managers 
did not understand that proxies sent 
them were of importance. In some 
instances producers are no longer 
active, and, if located, have been lax 
in signaturing their willingness to 
affirm the new basic agreement. Re- 
quired percentage of signatures is 
expected to be corraled within the 
next month or two. 





Jump Out of Court 


Los Angeles, Dec. 23. 

Wingy Manone’s $25,000 damage 
suit against Duke Ellington, Sid 
Kuller and others connected with the 
‘Jump For Joy’ stage revue, was set- 
tleed out of court. 

Plaintiff charged one of the play’s 
bits infringed on his own script, 
‘The Tailor’s Skit.’ 





———$—_, 


Plays on Broadway 





PIE IN THE SKY 


Comedy presented at the Playhouse, N. Y., 
Dec, 22, '41, by Edgar MacGregor and Lyn 
Logan; written by Bernadine Angus; Luella 
Gear and Oscar Shaw featured; staged by 
MacGregor; setting by Donald Oenslager; 


$3.30 top. 

Monte Trenton, Jr...seeeceeenes Oscar Shaw 
WOE. SOMTOD. oSacccdocacervese Luella Gear 
DIOINO. ccccsicccscccenesscmarenrme Treteraok 
Dan FAPMORs coc iccoccccuces Ben Laughlin 
ATS . THIGOM s 0 00.02 ccsnenedsocsuss Lucian Self 
Roger Trenton, Ill.....e.e0+: Herbert Evers 
kk ee PTC Te eer ee Leona Powers 
Corinse Bassett..... @ccecevesrs Enid Markey 
ee - NN «5 ss0'6snoeaces Barbara Arnold 
See EINON . xo 00b.006on een 665 a 0% Lyn Logan 
POD TIGGTONO. cocccccctecesec -Kirk Alyn 
ee Ted Emery 
Homer Rassett......cc00.. Herbert Cothrell 
Dio! Ba) eer ee Bram Nossen 
SEE RMSE ONe s6 0 0hs0d taceceae Rafael Corio 





Not in seasons has there been any 
lighter or sillier play. It should go 
back in the box, with the lid ham- 
mered tightly. 


Maybe it might have gotten across 
25 years ago, though even that is 
doubtful. Yet so alert a stager as 
Edgar MacGregor chose it for pro- 
duction—after he @jrected the books 
of four or five musical successes since 
returning from Hollywood. How- 
ever, he isn’t alone in picking strays 
in show business. There are a dozen 
backers who may have enjoyed the 
performance, but few other first- 
nighters pretended to. 


It’s about an impoverished socialite 
couple’s attempt to marry their son 
off to a wealthy grass widow, a slim 
blonde whose coin comes from oil 
wells. Monte and Vera Trenton are 
the alleged silk stockings, while their 
pinheaded son is Roger. Lily deLacy 
is the girl who slung hash in her 
dad’s lunchroom out Tulsa way un- 
til he happened to strike oil. She 
has been married three times, one 
consort being an Indian potentate, 
but aired them pronto. 

Mrs. Trenton sees the end of their 
financial troubles when Roger and 
Lily are wed, but the boy can’t see 
it that way because he loves another 
girl, who, through an error, becomes 
parlor maid in the Trenton’s Fifth 
avenue home. What with the pub- 
licity, a perfume firm wants Roger 
as a vice-president, figuring the no- 
toriety connected with Lily will 
boom the business. There is some 
hokus pokus about the perfume ex- 
citing sex impulses in those who in- 
hale the scent, some of that material 
being mildly amusing 

Lily desires to settle down and 
raise kids with blue blood in their 
veins, which explains her semi-yen 
for Roger. When the boy tells her 
it is all off, Lily goes into a tantrum 
and right there his old man steps in 
with an offer of marriage. At the 
curtain pop is about to get a Mexican 
divorce, so it looks alright so far as 
the family financial troubles are con- 
cerned. 

Luella Gear and Oscar Shaw are 
the elder Trentons, turning in fairish 
performances. Lyn Logan, who is 
associated in the production, plays 
Lily, handling the part as well as the 
others do theirs. It is supposed to 
be her Broadway debut, but she has 
been around and last season had a 
part in ‘All in Fun.’ 

Cast inculdes Enid Markey, who 
does rather well for a time. Another 
familiar name back on the boards is 
Herbert Cothrell, who gets some 
giggles but not enough. Marjorie 
Peterson is a stupid maid, explained 
away by the claim that she’s from a 
foundling home, and one bit of busi- 
ness she is called @n to do passed 
out with the last war. Kirk Alyn 
plays an unbelievable gigolo, but 
maybe it isn’t all the actors’ fault. 


Ibee. 

BROOKLYN, U.S.A. 
Melodrama in three acts (seven scenes), 
by John Bright and Asa Bordages. Staged 
by Lem Ward, with settings by Howard 


Bay. Presented by Bern Bernard and 
Lionel Stander, at Forrest theatre, N. Y., 


Dec. 21, '41; $3.30 top. 

REE eR peer Ter Tom Pedi 
Smiley Mranone.......ccee;: Eddie Nugent 
Pe NOs aos veyed enoceeey Victor Christian 
Josephine... sccccosccscccese..trene Winston 
Oe RON oo tbondekeet en sevcssnec Ben Ross 
YS | Sere er ere \delaide Klein 
fo Ba a ere .»»»-Martin Wolfson 
CCN so 5 60.5 555000000 be 5 50 aw 5 ke ee 
4 Bree Sidney Lumet 
Mike Zubriskie........e.. Robert H. Harris 
Ee eee ee OOP e pee Julie Stevens 
McGill ni Byron McGrath 
i, errr .Henry Lascoe 
oe | ae eee David Pressman 
Bes occ kae eeess. Roger de Koven 


HRI 5c ocitvna sv Taek aeeatteee Eli Siegel 


In basing their play upon the re- 
cent, notorious Brooklyn murder 
ring, John Bright and Asa Bordages 
have taken a violently provocative 
subject. But in ‘Brooklyn, U. S. A.’, 
formerly calied ‘Murder, Inc.,’ the 
writer of film melodramas and the 
New York newspaperman have ap- 
parently been interested only in the 
lurid surface of the material. As a 
result, the show says nothing new. 
And since its facts are familiar from 
newspaper accounts and all its vig- 
orous characters are killed off at the 
start of the third act, it merely evap- 
orates into pointless inconsequentials. 
It has only an outside chance. 

The action opens in stereotyped 
manner of a crime melodrama and 
then the playgoer, glancing at the 
program, sees that Scene One of 
Act Three takes place in the ‘pre- 
execution cells in Sing Sing several 
months later,’ and that ‘during this 








scene the curtain is lower 
note lapse of time.’ With the ae 
scene back in the candy store — 
much of the yarn’s action coma 
any hep theatregoer knows that the 
play will die with the murderers i. 
the deathhouse and be buried ww 
bromides in the candy store. Moe 
potent scene is a gruesomely-staged 
assassination in a barber shop, 
Between the sinister beginnj 
the innocuous end several tid 
characters ignite a few effective 
scenes. There is some salty dia} 
a number of laughs, and two or three 
expertly staged scenes. But all the 
mettlesome characters are hoodlums 
who, though they win an impe 
sort of regard, are foredoomed to 
die and in doing so leave the audj. 
ence cold. The love interest, a ery. 
sading member of the longshoremen'’s 
union, is murdered in the first a 
while his avenger, the only other 
possible hero, is never written suf. 
ficiently into the play 


Bern Bernard’s and Lionel Stand. 
er’s production is distinctly better 
than the play deserves. Howard Bay’s 
settings are a triumph of utilitarian 
atmosphere, while Lem Ward’s stag. 
ing is inventive, resourceful and ex. 
pertly paced. Casting is excellent 
throughout, most of the players be. 
ing known in radio. With only one 
or two mild exceptions, the individual 
performances notably enhance the 
material. 


Such actors as Eddie Nugent, Tom 
Pedi, Martin Wolfson, Sidney Lumet, 
Robert H. Harris, Byron McGrath 
and Henry Lascoe somehow contrive 
to give the gang killers gusty plau- 
sibility, while Adelaide Klein brings 
a disarming sympathy to the part of 
the candy store proprietress, who at 
the curtain is going to go straight by 
moving to Los Angeles to become a 
madam. It seems she has always 
loved flowers, but can’t grow them in 
Brooklyn. Julie Stevens does re- 
markably well with one of those im- 
possible souse parts, while Irene 
Winston is direct and clear as a 
manicurist whose sweetheart is 
bumped off by the mob. Roger de 
Koven gives dimension to the gang 
boss, and Ben Ross is properly ex- 
plosive as the avenger of his friend’s 
murder. Others have little to do. 

During the second scene of the 
first act, opening night, there was 
some of the noisiest scenery-shifting 
backstage that has been heard on 
Broadway in recent memory. Some- 
thing also happened to a chime sound 
effect during the deathhouse scene. 
And the management rang up the 
second act curtain before the audi- 
ence was reseated after the intermis- 
sion. Hobe. 





Foreign Play 











GET A LOAD OF THIS 


London, Nov. 20. 
Musical presented by George Black; book, 
James Hadley Chase; additional dialog, 
Arthur Macrae; music and lyrics, Manning 


Sherwin, Val Guest; additional numbers, 
Arthur Young, Michael Carr, Jack Popple- 
well; dances staged by Joan Davis; staged 
by Robert Nesbitt; at Hippodrome, London. 
TiS VANE EOs voce ceceecccecesias Vic Oliver 
BEGGS. ccccessevcessseverceseces Jack Allan 
COUR cc ctcseedenneeeeeoseececes Celia Lipton 
WMI s cc ceecccsenngvacnescess Peter Bernard 
OAR aseecese seers bbscesotes Iris Lockwood 
DNs otcteceg 606446000R00665 Charles Farrell 
WMMEUIN  cprcceseecesceeceees Valerie White 
PD os 66605 0 66 k40dban ees Daphne Barker 
ES eee yee eee ee eee ee Jack Barker 
ee a a ere Cairoli Brothers 





This show for America is crude; 
for England it should get by neatly 
due to the prestige of the star, Vie 
Oliver, and the numerous entertain- 
ments of this calibre concocted by 
George Black in the last decade. 
Like most revues, it is a vaudeville 
show surrounded by glamour, both 
flesh and scenic. Not much origin- 
ality was employed in constructing 
the entertainment, which makes for 
a classy, but ineffectual, show for the 
sophisticates, 

A couple of years or so ago there 
appeared on the book stalls an 
American gangster story by James 
Hadley Chase called ‘No Orchids for 
Miss Blandish.’ It had a lurid cover 
and is reported to have sold some 
thing like half a million copies. In- 
telligent London newspapermen 
avidly read the tale and commented 
on the dialog and detail contained im 
its writing. Later, there appeared an 
‘expose’ to the effect that the author 
had never been in the States an 
was employed in an English publish: 
ing house. Americans who read it 
remarked that the gangster slang 
was so original they had never heard 
a good deal of it. The result was 
that the aforesaid novelist was com: 
missioned to write what is describe 
as a ‘surprise musical.’ 

There is one set—a nightclub in 
New York. Tables are spread abou 
the stage, extending into the orches- 
tra pit, pretty much along the lines 
of ‘Wonder Bar.’ This scenic investi 
ture is, however, augmented by - 
upper room, where the manager ° 
the place holds forth. From time te 
time the upstairs room is illuminate 
to reveal what is taking place there 
while the cabaret is in progres 


(Continued on page 51) 
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Chi Legiters in Deep Dip; ‘Claudia’ 
Down to $10,000, ‘Native Son,’ $4,500 








Chicago, Dec. 23. 

Town's three shows were hit last 
week, but that was expected. 

Harris relighted last night (Mon- 
day) with ‘Papa Is All” On Thurs- 
day (25) the rand will get another 
operetta, this time ‘Student Prince. 
On Friday (26) the Great Northern 
will try again with its stock venture, 
this time with ‘Take My Advice. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Claudia,’ Selwyn (14th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Rolling right along. 
Dropped with the rest last week, 

ing $10,000, but will bounce right 
pack with the holidays and run well 
into the New Year. ; 

‘Louisiana Purchase, Erlanger 
(10th week). (1,400; $3.85). Musical 
faded somewhat last week, dipping 
to $20,000, which is the low mark 
of the run so far. But New Year’s 
Eve will have two shows, and that 
should make up for last week. 

‘Native Son,’ Studebaker (6th 
week) (1,400; $2.20). Under tough 

ressure and slipped pretty low at 

500. 


Current Road Shows 


(Dec. 24-Jan. 3) 








‘arsenic and Old Lace’—Cass, 
Detroit (25-3). 

‘Blossom Time’—Aud., St. Paul 
(25); Lyceum, Minneapolis (26-27); 
Shrine Aud., Des Moines, Ia. (28); 
Coliseum, Sioux Falls, S.D. (29); 
Orpheum, Sioux City, Ia. (30); Mun. 
Aud., Kansas City (31-3). 

‘Claudia’ (Chicago Co.) -— Selwyn, 
Chicago (24-3). 

‘Claudia’ (3d Co.)—Aud., Charles- 


ton, W. Va. (26-27); Cox, Cincinnati 
(29-3). 

‘First Crocus’—Maryland, Balti- 
more (23-27). 

Gilbert and Sullivan — Locust, 
Philadelphia (24-3). 

‘Hellzapoppin’ (N. Y. Co.)—For- 


rest, Philadelphia (24-3). 

‘Hellzapoppin’ (2d Co.) — Nixon, 
Pittsburgh (24-3). 

‘Johnny on the Spot’ — Plymouth, 
Boston (25-3). 

‘Lady Cemes Across’ (Jessie Mat- 
thews)—-Shuberit, Boston (24-27). 

‘Life with Father’ (Chicago Co.)— 
English, Indianapolis (25-31); Grand, 
St. Louis (1-3). 

‘Life with Father’ (Boston Co.)— 
Mun. Aud, New Orleans (26-27); 
Lanier Aud., Montgomery, Ala. (29); 
Alabama, Birmingham (30-31); 
Erlanger, Atlanta (1-3). 


‘Louisiana Purchase’ — Erlanger, 
Chicago (24-3). 
‘Mr. and Mrs. North’—Walnut, 


Philadelphia (24-3). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (Chicago Co.)— 
Mun. Aud., Kansas City, Mo. (25-27); 
Arcadia, Wichita, Kans. (29); Aud., 
Denver, Col. (31-1); Capitol, Salt 
Lake City (3). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Shu- 
bert, New Haven (25-27); Wilbur, 
Boston (29-3). 

‘Native Son’ — Studebaker, Chi- 
cago (24-3). 


‘Pal Joey’ — National, Washing- 
ton (24-3), 

‘Papa Is All’ — Harris, Chicago 
(24-3), 


‘Porgy and Bess’—Shubert, Boston 
(29-3). 

‘Portrait of a Lady’ (Ruth Gor- 
don) — Majestic, Boston (27-3). 

‘Rivals’ (Mary Boland) — Er- 
langer, Buffalo, N. Y. (25-27); Ameri- 
can, St. Louis (29-3), 

‘Separate Rooms’ — Hartman, Co- 
lumbus, O. (25-27); Coliseum, Evans- 


af 


ithe prompters all during Green- 


‘ARSENIC’ GETS $16,000 
IN 2D PITTSBURGH WK. 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 23. 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ slipped 
nearly three grand in its second and 
final week at the Nixon, doing esti- 
mated $16,000 as against $19,000 on 
the opening session. Hit comedy 
had ATS _ subscription backing, 
which meant around $10,000 in the 
till before the curtain went up in 
the original session. Everything 
considered, however, the $35,000 for 
the engagement at $2.75 top was 
very satisfactory. 

Another thing house has noticed 
this season is a steady decline in 
mid-week matinee grosses. Satur- 
day afternoon performances are in- 
variably sellouts, but Wednesday’s 
way off. Nixon has figured it’s 
probably because there’s no price 
inducement to bring ’em downtown. 
Efforts will be made in future to 
scale down the mid-week admission 
tag t least 50c below the Saturday 
evel. 


‘Student Prince’ Neat 
$10,200 in Toronto 


Toronto, Dec. 20. 

Very satisfactory reception, in 
spite of traditional pre-Xmas slump, 
saw Shubert revival of ‘Student 
Prince’ grossing healthy $10,200 at 
the Roya] Alexandra here, with 
1,551-seater scaled at $2.75 top. Bal- 
conies on both levels were sold out 
entirely during week, these scaled 
at 60c to $2, tax included. Some 
trepidation initially anticipated on 
the German-locate angle and the 
many references to Heidelberg, and 
men of the various services in the 
audience were carefully watched, but 
no complaints were forthcoming 
at the boxoffice regarding the Teu- 
tonic background of the 17-year-old 
operetta. 


Mark Schweid New 
Hebrew Actors Prez 


Mark Schweid last week was 
elected president of the Hebrew 
Actors Union. He succeeds Jean 
Greenfield, who, except for a single 
one-year term, had held the presi- 
dency for the past 20 years. Louis 
Goldstein was the third candidate in 
a bitter election battle. 














actors or prompters were to control 
the union. It was in the hands of 


Issue was principally as to whether | 


‘Rivals’ Tops $20,000, 
Strong in Detroit Wk. 


Detroit, Dec. 23. 

Coming in on the subscription 
series and with prices set at $3.30 for 
evenings and $2.75 for matinees. ‘The 
Rivals’ rang up an excellent gross 
estimated at more than $20,000 last 
week at the Cass. 

House went dark for four days to 
open on Christmas with ‘Arsenic and 
Old Lace,’ coming in for two-and-a- 
half weeks. 


Cantor Draws 
$80,000 Total In 
3 Philly Weeks 


Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 

With the pre-holiday slump on and 
war defense plans hurting even more, 
Eddie Cantor’s ‘Banjo Eyes’ never- 
theless managed to crash through to 
a robust $24,800 on its third week 
at the Forrest. This gave the musi- 
cal approximately $80,000 in its three 
weeks’ stand, all the more remark- 
able inasmuch as the first week had 
only six performances, and last two 
weeks seven each, due to Cantor’s 
Wednesday. night radio commitment. 


All three of Philly’s legit houses 
will have new offerings this week. 
Shuberts’ Gilbert and Sullivan troupe 
opened a two weeks’ stay at the Lo- 
cust, with “The Mikado’ as initial 
offering. Tonight (Tuesday) ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. North’ starts a fortnight’s stay 
at the Walnut, and on Christmas 
night ‘Hellzapoppin’ comes to the 
Forrest for three weeks. 


‘LADY ACROSS 
OK $12,500, HUB 


Boston, Dec. 23. 


‘The Lady Comes Across’ drew an 
encouraging tally in its six perform- 
ances here last week and easily 
topped ‘Letters to Lucerne,’ the only 
opposition. ‘Lady’ plays solo here 
until Christmas night, when ‘Johnny 
on a Spot’ preems with Edith At- 
water and eenan Wynn starred. 
‘Portrait of a Lady’ comes in Satur- 
day (27) and revival of ‘Porgy and 
Bess’ next Monday (29). Veloz and 
Yolanda in their ‘Dansation’ and 
‘My Sister Eileen’ also open here 
Dec. 29. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Lady Comes Across,’ Shubert (six 
performances) (1,600; $3.30). New 
musical’s opening here was post- 
poned two days and still needed fix- 
ing, but received a courteous press 
welcome: $12,500 for first six shows 

















field’s incumbency. Schweid, how- 
other three new officers elected. 
Schweid has played extensively on 
the English-speaking as well as Yid- 
dish stage, having appeared with the 
Theatre Guild and the Boston Reper- 
tory. 

Other officers named were Isidore 


| Casher, v.p., now appearing in ‘Man 


of Tommorrow,’ at the National, 





ville, Ind. (29); Mem. Aud., Louis- | 


Ville 
(1-3), 
‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 
Everett Horton) —E] Capitan, Holly- 
Wood (24-3). 
‘Student Prince’ — Grand Opera 
House, Chicago (25-3). 


(30-31); English, Indianapolis 


‘They Can’t Get You Down’—Mvu- | 


sic Box, Hollywood (25-3). 
Tobacco Road’ — Cox, Cincinnati 


(24-27); Hartman, Columbus, O. 
(29-3), 


Veloz and Yolanda—Colonial, Bos- 
ton (29-3). 


‘White Cargo’— Playhouse, Wil- 
mington, Del. (31-1). 


‘Eileen’ 9G in 1, Week 


., , Minneapolis, Dec. 23. 
Considering week before Christ- 
Eas the war, etc. ‘My Sister 
ns estimated $4,500 gross for 
2.200 pore} and a a at ae 
»e00- ceum at $2. 
as pretty good. : exe i 
Uusiness jumped substantially the 
anand day and a longer run un- 
Oubtedly would have operated to 
show's advantage. 
ileen’ also played St. Paul and 





Des Moines 
week, es, getting $9,000 in a short 


'GET A LOAD OF THIS 


| downstairs. 





N. Y.; Charles Cohan, secretary- 
treasurer, now in ‘My White Flower’ 
at the Public, N. Y.; and Harry Kauf- 


ter. 











Foreign Play 


Continued from page 50 














proximately $150,000 here in 13) 
weeks spread over nine visits. 

| House is dark currently, but re- 
| lights Monday (29) with ‘The| 
| Rivals.’ 


It develops the pro- 
prietor is an unwitting victim of his | 
associates, who use the establishment | 
for the wholesale distribution of 
dope. His secretary was the sweet- 
heart of one of the gang, who was 
bumped off a la Broadway; this cul- 
minates in a lot of shooting. 

The entire entertainment re- 
volves around Oliver, a big favorite 
in this country. Without him there 
would be practically nothing but 
classy vaudeville, mostly nebulous. 
Audiences here revel in his blue 
jokes and alternately comic and 
straight piano playing. One of the 
biggest hits is Cairoli Brothers, 
musical clowns, who are excellent. 
They play musical instruments amid 
much clowning. Another good act 
is Daphne and Jack Barker, song- 
sters with a piano; they are popular 
radio artists on this side. There are 
some dancers, but nothing ele of 
outstanding merit, nor is there a 
song hit. 

Audiences like the show, so ap- 
parently that’s all that matters. 


ever, is an actor, as are two of the | 


encouraging. 


‘Letters to Lucerne,’ Plymouth (2d 
| week) (1,480; $2.75). Comments di- 
ivided on this one and the final 
$5,000 was disappointing. 


‘Road,’ in ‘Farewell Visit,’ 


Gets $4,000 in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Dec. 23. 
If the management of the Ameri- 











|Closing a one-week stand Saturday | 
e ] 
os 
| ‘farewell visit,’ piece grossed an esti- | 


| (20) that was advertised as 


'mated $4,000. According to Manager 


Paul Beisman, ‘Road’ has grossed ap- } 





H’wood Light on Legit; 
‘Henry’ Moderate $6,500 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Legit is taking a holiday here, with 
only the El Capitan lighted. Lone 
entry, ‘Springtime for Henry,’ is 
plugging along to moderate grosses 
and will call it a week at estimated 
$6,500. 

‘They Can’t Get You Down’ re- 
opens Christmas night after a brief 
hiatus due to blackouts and pre -holi- 
day doldrums. 


‘Rooms’ N.G. 4G in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Dec. 23. 
‘Searate Rooms’ did poorly last 








B'way Biz Static; Some Grosses 
Slide Further; ‘Sons’ Still Tops at 
$39,000; ‘Face It Sock at $34,000 





A few grosses dropped further, but 
business remained as is for the most 
part on Broadway last week. Indi- 
cations are for strong attendance be- 
tween Christmas and New Year's. 
Thereafter, if present levels are not 
bettered, a number of shows will 
close or try the road. War develop- 
ments may be deciding boxoffice 
factors. 


_ Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


‘Angel Street,’ Golden (2d week) 
(D-789; $3.30). While not capacity, 
takings very good; picked up slightly 
we takings being quoted over 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(49th week) (CD-938; $3.30). Eased 
off further, which was true of the 
run shows; rated around $12,500 last 
week; while under previous levels, 
excellent money at this period. 

‘Banjo Eyes,’ Hollywood (M-1,563; 
$4.40). Presented by Albert Lewis 
with Warners backing; Eddie Cantor 
musical drew big business in Phila- 
delphia and is well regarded; opens 
tomorrow night (25) in N. Y. 


‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 
(12th week) (M-1,104; $4.40). Had 
been selling out until war came; off 
early last week, then built strongly; 
rated around $19,500 again. 


‘Blithe Spirit,’ Morosco (7th week) 
(CD-938; $3.30). Down about $1,000; 
leads the straight plays, with takings 
around $17,500; midweek matinee was 
offish. 

‘Brooklyn, U. S. A.,’ Forrest (D- 
1,195; $3.30). Opened Sunday (21); 
was accorded fairly good notices: 
chances to stay may be indicated 
this week. 


712; $3.30). Like other long stayers, 
it has been off since Thanksgiving, 
but should do very well during holi- 
days; around $6,500. 


‘Candle in the Wind,’ Shubert (9th 
week) (D-1,402;. $3.30). Laying off 
first three days this week; affected 
since start of war as much as others, 
with last week’s takings around 
$7,500; tours after another two weeks. 


‘Clash by Night,’ Belasco (D-1,000: 
$3.30). Presented by Billy Rose; 
written by Clifford Odets; did well 
out of town; opens Saturday (27). 


‘Cuckoos on the Hearth,’ Ambassa- 
dor (14th week) (C-1,172; $3.30). 
Modest grosser should get fair share 
of holiday trade; has been getting by, 
with takings around $4,000. 


‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst (7th 
week) (M-1,142; $440). Claimed 
slight improvement last week, with 
gross around $14,000; mild for major 
musical, but stated to better even 
break at that level with operating 
cost reduced. 

‘Hope fer a Harvest,’ Guild (CD- 
956; $3.30). Fifth and final weeks; 
$8,000 claimed, mild considering sub- 
scription support; ‘Papa Is All’ will 
follow here in two weeks. 

‘It Happens On Ice,’ Center (3d re- 


peat engagement) (23d week) (R- 
3,027; $1.65). Dropped to around 
$1F 000; should bound back with 


schools closed during holidays. 


(C-1,004; $3.30). Among few shows 








week at the 1,400-seat Cox, grossing 
less than $4,000, far below expecta- 
tions. Top was $2.26. | 





Jolo. 


Cox has “Tobacco Road’ with John | 
Barton this week at $1.70 top. 


which picked up last week; gross ap- 
proaching $15,000; advance sale 


: can theatre keeps its word, natives | around $30,000. 
man, recording secretary, & PrOMP-| wi] see no more of “Tobacco Road.’ | 


‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin 


‘Claudia,’ Booth (45th week) (CD-'! 


‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (5th week) | shows. 


Bernadine Angus; opened Monday 
(22); panned plenty. 

‘Spring Again,’ Miller (6th week) 
(CD-940; $3.30). Down around $7,- 
500 but should do better from this 
week on; started fairly well, then 
slipped, mostly due to the war. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (3d 
week) (R-1,519; $4.40). Broadway’s 
topper; claimed standee business all 


performances, including Sunday 
night; quoted over $39,000. 
‘Sunny River,’ St. James (3d 


week) (M-1,520; $3.30). Came in dur- 
ing slump and press was mild; eased 
off to $10,000 last week; musical 
must improve to stick. 

‘The Cern Is Green,’ Royale (55th 
week) (D-1,047; $3.30). Resumed 
Monday after laying off one week: 
had dropped to around $7,000; should 
pick up and, if so, will stay through 
winter. 

‘The Wookey,’ Plymouth (15th 
week)  (D-1,075; $3.30). Quoted 
around $6,500; operating loss at that 
figure, and unless material improve- 
ment will close Jan. 3. 

‘Theatre,’ Hudson (6th week) (CD- 
1,094; $3.30). Around $9,000 with 
the aid of several parties; going to 
road soon and figures to do much 
better out of town. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Martin Beck 
(38th week) (D-1,120; $3.30). Eased 


around $11,500; advance sale this 
week indicates material improve- 
ment. 
REVIVAL : 
‘Macbeth,’ National (5th week) (D- 
1,162; $3.30). Affected since Thanks- 
giving; around $13,000, which should 
provide some profit; $40,000 advance 
sale claimed; slated until-March 1. 


‘ACQUAINTANCE’ CLICKS, 
LONDON; ‘GANGWAY’ OK 


London, Dec. 23. 

‘Old Acquaintance,’ which opened 
Dec. 18 at the Apollo, was warmly 
praised by the critics and well re- 
ceived. It is regarded by some as 
John Van Druten’s best work. The 
play had a good run in New York 
last season. 

‘“Gangway,’ at the Palladium, start- 
ing Dec. 17, is the usual idealized 
burlesque with which the house has 
been identified for years. It was 
greeted heartily, with its success un- 
doubted here. 


John Charles Thomas 
Big $22,500 in Balto 


Baltimore, Dec. 23. 














John Charles Thomas put in a 
week of ‘Blossom Time’ under the 
auspices of the Baltimore Civic 


Opera at the Maryland last week and 
drew a rousing response to all eight 
Local group has previously 
concerned itself with single per- 
formances of grand opera, enlisting 


is | guest stars to round out local cast. 


Thomas proved a potent draw at a 


(re- | $3.33 top for the 1,500 seats, wind- 


sumed) (37th week) (M-1,387; $4.40). |ing up with estimated $22,500. 


Has been off in past three weeks; | 


around $20,000, low for engagement; | ward 


Current at the Maryland is T. Ed- 
Hambleton’s production of 


laying off first three days this week. | ‘The First Crocus,’ by*Arnold Sund- 
‘Land Is Bright,’ Music Box (8th |gaard, with Martha Hedman essay- 


week) (D-1,012; $3.85). Perked up 
somewhat last week, with gross close 


| to $8.000: not good for this one con- | 


scale: business after New 
will determine chances of 


sidering 
Year’s 
staying. 

‘Letters te Lucerne,’ Cort (CD- | 
1,064; $3.30). Presented by Dwight 
Deere Wiman; written by Fritz Rot- | 
ter and Allen Vincent; new war play | 
opened last night (Tuesday); fair | 
in Boston. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (8th week) | 
(M-1,450; $4.40). Claimed capacity 
throughout last week and teams with 
‘Sons o’ Fun’ at head of list; $34,000. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (110th 
week) (CD-1,082; $3.30). Hardly 
any difference in pace of previous 
week: around $10,000 or bit more; 
still figured to stay through season. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (52d 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Dropped to 
$6,000 but expected to come back 
during holiday period; has accom- 
plished year’s stay. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (60th 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). After getting 
expected holiday coin, winding up 
Jan. 3 and then goes on tour: rated 
under $15,000 but should fare much 
better final two weeks. 

‘Pie In The Sky,’ Plavhouse 
865; $3.30). Presented by Edgar Mac- 
sregor and Lyn Logan: written by 





(Cc. | 


ing a comeback in the starring role. 
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Chi Sun’s Syndicate 
Chicago Sun has taken over Es- 
quire Features Syndicate. It will 
be known as Chicago Sun Syndicate. 
At its head is Howard Denby, 





former editor of Esquire Features, 
who recently resigned to become | 
feature editor of the Sun. He’s now | 
handling both jobs. Sales and edi-| 
torial staff of Esquire Features have | 
all been taken over by Sun Syndi- 
cate. 

First feature being issued by new 
setup is a daily 200-to-300-word | 
report by Sergeant Alvin York 
World War hero, as he tours from 
camp to camp. Sun will also syndi- | 
cate news from its Washington bu- 
reau and foreign correspondents. 
Likewise Charles Werner's editorial 
cartoons, clay sculpture cartoons by 
Jack Lambert, Warren’ Brown’s 
sports column, June Provine’s gen- 
eral column, various women’s page | 
columns, and a number of daily and | 
Sunday comics. 

Since its first issue the Chicago 
Sun has never had a smaller run 
than 800,000 copies, and has been 
practically a sellout on every edition. 
In fact, early copies are already at a 
premium and much sought after by 
souvenir addicts. 

Fortune mag writers have been in 
the Sun offices for several days get- 
ting a special story on the new 
Marshall Field-Silliman Evans a.m. 
paper. 








Soldiers’ Reading Habits 


Uncle Sam’s new soldiers will be 
Supermen, capable of leaping 
through space, defying the laws of | 
gravity and shedding bullets as 
easily as a mallard sheds the rain. | 
That is, if the literature they read | 
means anything. 

Superman, Buck Rogers, and all 
the other metaphysical heroes who 
fiit lightly through the stratosphere 
to rescue earthly and planetary 
blondes in newspaper strips daily, | 








‘in no way an expression of official 
opinion,’ but gives no press associa- 
tion or other sources for its news. By 
what it says and omits it apparently 
reflects the Administration attitude. 

While there are no Broadway 
columns or cooking recipes, Radio 
Bulletin does give out with the latest 
U. S. sports results and even man- 
ages to glean a few choice para- 
graphs out of the swirl of news to 
add a light touch. 


Leonard’s Film Encore 
Harold Leonard, editor of the Film 


Index, the $10, 780-page bibliography 
and film directory, turned out last 


| spring by the WPA Writers Project, 


left Saturday (20) for the Coast, 
While there, he will interview in- 
dustry pioneers—producers, actors, 
directors, composers, writers—as the 
first step in a proposed research 
undertaking. Purpose is a large- 
scale history of Hollywood. 

Film Index project in New York 
continues under editorship of Leon- 
ard’s assistant, Sonia Volochova. 
Work on Volumes II and III has 
been temporarily suspended. Film 
research connected with national de- 
fense has displaced it. 

First volume of the Index con- 
tains info on 3,200 pix, many of them 
made between 1907-14. Film Index 
has files containing production data 
on more than 40,000 films, probably 
the largest collection of motion pic- 
ture info in the world. 





N. ¥. News’ Record High 


N. Y. Daily News on Sunday (14) 
reached a new high in circulation 
of any newspaper for all time, 
4,250,000. Average circulation is 
around 3,750,000 for Sundays. On 
Dec. 14 the News printed the maxi- 
mum number of pages it can handle, 
112. It turned down 42 pages of 
advertising for that issue. 

Plans are being made by the N.Y. 
tab to cut one inch off each roll of 


with a full page on Sunday, are the | paper, slightly decreasing the width 


inspiration of the boys in military | of each page. 


training camps. 
Heavy reading is distinctly out, | 
according to one of the nation’s | 
leading distributors of reading mat- | 
ter, now giving his time to mental | 
uplift .of the lads in uniform. 
Glazed-paper magazines are spurned 
and even the pulps, which deal in 
ground and lofty mysteries are given 
only a perfunctory once-over. 
_ The boys believe in a certain edi- 
tor’s theory that one picture is worth 
1,000 words. Their favorite reading 
consists of newspaper strips in book 
form, detailing miraculous adven- 
tures on sea and land and in the 
subterranean caverns andthe 
astronomical ether. Their favorite 
is Superman, who can’t get hurt as 
long as he wears his uniform. 





Old Sioux City Feud Ends 

Recent merger of the Sioux City, 
Ta., Journal, owned by the Perkins 
family since 1870, and the Sioux City 
Tribune, in the Kelly family since 
1880, ends a newspaper and family 
feud that began with the first issue 
of the Tribune. Now scions of the | 
old maestros who guided the rival | 
papers for nearly half a century have | 
buried the hatchet, and both papers 
will be combined under a dual mast- 
head and sent out from the Journal 
plant. 

George D. Perkins, a standpat Re- 
publican, and John C. Kelly, a Pro- 
gressive, were political and personal 
enemies, never speaking to each 
other except when brought together 
at some public gathering, 

Sioux City, with its population of 
82,000, was one of the few smaller- 
sized cities in the country with two 
daily papers, Newspaper syndicates 
have tried in vain to buy them up for 
consolidation. 

W. H. Sammons, son-in-law of the 
late Perkins, will be president of the 
new corporation. Will R. Perkins 
and Mrs. Clara B. Sammons (nee 
Perkins) are vice-presidents. John 
C. and Eugene F. Kelly, grandsons of 
the late John C., will have executive 
positions. The Journal also owns 
radio station KSJC, which is to con- 
tinue in operation under the new 
setup. 








U. S. State Dept.’s Own Newspaper 
A decidedly unique newspaper— 
at least as regards international cir- 
culation—is the Radio Bulletin, daily 
publication of the U. S. Department 
of State in Washington. Sheet, which 
runs from seven to 10 pages daily, is 
actually a digest of world news, 
compiled from press and other 
sources, and radioed complete with 
headlines to U. S. embassies and le- 
gations throughout the world. 
Sheet is mimeographed after re- 
ceipt over private wireless stations 
and passed out to official staffs, with 
everyone from the ambassadors 
down to the most remote under- 
se°-cteries reading it closely ,to find 


It’s an economy 
measure, 





N. Y. Times’ Buildings 

New York Times has changed 
names of its two buildings, and of 
the Little theatre on 44th street, 
which it owns. Building on 43d 
street, which actually houses the 
sheet, formerly known as the Times 
Annex, becomes the New York 
Times Building. Famed structure on 
Times Square, known as the Times 
Building, becomes the Times Tower. 

Little theatre has been rechrist- 
ened N.Y. Times Hall and will be 
used by the paper for promotional 
activities. 





Liberty Mag’s Unlucky Timing 
Liberty mag last week scored one 


of the unluckiest pieces of timing in | 


publishing history. Its lead story 
concerned Hawaii, and the first sen- 
tence was ‘Hawaii is ready.’ Yarn, 
by John Vandercook, was labeled 
‘America’s Gibraltar of the Pacific.’ 

It told of the great preparations 
of the Army and Navy on the island 
and added: ‘Long before a ‘crisis in 
the Pacific’ seemed even a possibil- 
ity, the American Territory of 
Hawaii had prepared staunchly to 
meet whatever danger might come. 
Prepared so well, indeed, that 
Hawaii itself may never have to 
meet such danger.’ 

Issue of Dec. 27, carrying the 
story, had been printed and was al- 
ready started in distribution chan- 
nels when Pearl Harbor was at- 
tacked by Japan. 





To Sell Philly Ledger 

The trustees appointed by the 
Federal Court for the reorganization 
of the Philadelphia Evening Ledger 
last week obtained permission from 
the Court to sell the sheet. Mercer 
B. Tate, Jr., counsel for the trustees, 
told the court they had no buyer in 
vi-w, but hoped to stimulate interest 
by advertising in newspapers in 
New York, Philadelphia, Washing- 
ton, Boston, Pittsburgh and Chicago. 
Bids will be received until Saturday 
(27) and results must be submitted 
to the court Monday (29). A cer- 
tified check for 10% must accompany 
the bid, the court ruled. 

Although no price has been set 
on the paper, assets carried on its 
books list value of real estate at 
$1,725,000 and goodwill and Asso- 
ciated Press franchise at $1,000,000. 
Liabilities are listed at $1,730,000. 





Betty Ross’ Writings 

Betty Ross, who came to Mexico 
City from London at the invitation 
of President Manuel Avila Camacho 
for his inauguration, stayed on to 
write for the North American News- 
paper Alliance, got the only inter- 
view with Camacho, one “with ex- 
President Cardenas, and made Mrs. 
Trotsky break her silence in a yarn 
predicting. the Russo-German war. 





out what’s what. Sheet is allegedly 


She has meantime completed a story 


with Mexican setting which is to be 
published here first, in Spanish. 
Miss Ross is credited with having 
played an important part, unoffi- 
cially, in helping the resumption of 
diplomatic relations between Great 
Britain and Mexico. American au- 
thoress, who is British by marriage 
to Maurice Arram, London solicitor, 
has been in Mexico since the be- 
ginning of the war in 1939 with ex- 
ception of brief visit to London to 
see her husband. She plans to fly 
back to London in the spring. 





B. A.’s Anti-Nazi Scribes 


First South American anti-Nazi 
newspapermen’s organization has 
just been formed in B. A. with 
scribes there pledging themselves to 
helping spread the cause of democ- 
racy with some of the same enthusi- 
asm as Nazis have used in tossing 
around their stuff. Initial meeting, 
attended by practically the entire 
U. S. press corps as well as press 
attaches of democratic embassies, 
drew a terrific turnout to headquar- 
ters located on Avenida de Mayo 
1370, Buenos Aires. 

Argentine Federation of Artists, 
which shares the premises, arranged 
a series of booths showing how Nazi 
press propaganda Works and asso- 
ciation announced it would soon 
make available for the public books 
and literature, contributed by mem- 
bers, exposing Fifth Column dan- 
gers. 





AP-Andi Deal In Effect 

Outbreak of war between the Axis 
and U. S.. resulted in immediate 
inauguration of new tieup between 
Argentine News Agency Andi and 
Associated Press. Argentine or- 
ganization, which for years has been 
purely a local setup servicing pampa 
newspapers and radio stations, es- 
tablished its European organization 
months ago with the advice and co- 
operation of AP to be ready to act 
as the U. S. news agency’s eyes 
and ears in Europe, if and when. 

Buenos Aires office of AP is cur- 
curently headed by Charley Guntill, 
formerly in Rome. Rafael Orderica, 
AP’s general representative in B.A., 
is now in U.S. on home leave. 

‘Variety’s’ original story on Andi- 
AP tieup brought heated denials 
from press agency. 





New Stag Mag Ready 

Stag, new mag going after the 
Esquire trade, hit stands last week. 
It’s being put out by Goodman Pub- 
lications, hitherto identified with 
comic books, cheesecake mags and 
detective stories. 

Stag title is taken from a long- 
defunct publication. Mag will sell 
for 25c and go after class circulation. 
It’s a one-man editorial job, Joe 
Kugelmass rounding up contributors, 
who include Jerome Weidman, John 
Steinbeck, Franklin P. Adams, John 
Kiernan, Jack Benny, John Barry- 
more, Jim Tully, Joe Williams and 
others. Kugelmass himself is author 
of two books of poetry. 





Busy as an Angna Enters 

Angna Enters, currently touring 
with her ‘Theatre of Angna Enters,’ 
has sold her third kook, ‘Silly Girl,’ 
to Houghton-Mifflin for immediate 
publication. It is described as a 
‘portrait of personal remembrances.’ 

Miss Enters, who makes _ her 
screen debut in RKO’s forthcoming 
‘Passage from Bordeaux,’ previously 
authored ‘First Person Plural’ and 
‘Love Possessed Juana.’ She also 
wrote an original screen story, 
‘Mama’s Angel,’ bought by Metro. 
In addition, a new exhibition of her 
paintings opens Jan. 18 in Beverly 
Hills. 





Jack Malloy Recuping 

Jack Malloy, managing editor of 
the Chicago Herald-American, 
Hearst evening rag, is due back at 
his desk immediately after the first 
of the year. 

Malloy has been out for several 
months recuping from serious heart 
attack. For some time he has been 
staying at San Simeon, Hearst’s Cali- 
fornia ranch. 





f 
Bans‘ Camera Mag 

‘Even though we are at war, we 
aren’t going to relax our vigilance in 
safeguarding the youth,’ Boston 
Police Commissioner Joseph Timility 
stated in banning the amateur and 
professional photographers’ maga- 
zine, U. S. Camera 1942, from local 
newsstands on the ground that it 
carried pictures he feels are ob- 
scene, 


Mag contains several hundred 
pages and sells for $3.85, 





Pratt’s Prophetic Novel 


‘Mr. Limpet,’ novel written last 
summer by Theodore Pratt in pro- 





phetic vein, picturing the United 





States at war, hits the book stalls 
Jan. 19, Reputedly the first book 
dealing with America in World War 
II, it's being published by Knopf, 
with a signed and specially bound 
edition of 800 coming out for the 
Xmas trade. 


Theodore Pratt presented original 
manuscript of the book to the Lake 
Worth (Fla.) Town Library at the 
Florida preem of his ‘Mercy Island,’ 
held at the Lake theatre. 





LITERATI OBITS 


Michael J. Twomey, 69, city 
editor of Biddeford (Me.) Journal 
for 20 years and district correspond- 
ent for Boston Herald, died in Bid- 
deford, Me., Dec. 15. 


James J. Montague, 68, who col- 
umned ‘More Truth Than Poetry,’ 
Washington correspondent for Uni- 
versal News Service, and also with 
Bell Syndicate, died in Belmont, 
Mass., Dec. 16. His home was in 
New Rochelle, N. Y. 


Edwin Wesley Preston, 68, general 
manager of the Boston Herald- 
Traveler, died Dec. 20 in Beverly 
Hills, Calif., after a year’s iilness. 


Samuel Freed, 53, manager of the 
United Press in Washington during 
World War I, died Dec. 17 in Den- 
ver, where he was sales and adver- 
tising executive of the Great West- 
ern Sugar Co. 


Michael A. Locke, 74, owner of the 
Columbus (Ind.) Daily Herald, died 
Dec. 19, 


James Jackson Montague, onetime 
columnist for Bell Syndicate, died 
Dec. 16 in a Belmont, Mass., sani- 
tarium, where he had been ill for 
nearly three years, 


Luther E, Price, 75, former news- 
paperman and an_ all-American 
football player and captain at 
Princeton, died Dec. 19, in Glen 
Ridge, N. J. 

Frederick Noyes, 57, former re- 
tired newspaperman and magazine 
editor, died Dec, 18 in N.Y. 

Charles Thompson, 77, magazine 
editor and author, died in Cam- 
bridge, Mass., Dec. 19. 





CHATTER 


George Bruce’s novel of Japan, 
published 20 years ago, is being re- 
printed. 

Ann Marsters back to Chicago 
after interviewing film names in 
Hollywood. 


Bob White, Sunday editor of the 
Los Angeles Times, moved to Wash- 
ington to join the army. 

Harold Salemson, Hollywood cor- 
respondent for Sydney Telegraph, 
turned over his job to his sister, 
Paula Walling, and enlisted in the 
Army at Fort McArthur. 

Whitman Publishing Co. closed a 
deal for publication of ‘The Adven- 
tures of Gene Autry,’ a series of 
tales in dime novel form calling for 
5,000,000 copies during the next four 
years. 

William Randolph Hearst ceased 
writing his editorial column, ‘News 
of the Day,’ after the Japs pulled a 
scoop on Hawaii. Karl von Weigand, 
former Hearst outpost in Shanghai, 
was last reported in Manila, but his 
stuff is not being used. 

Carl Randau and Leane Zugsmith 
(husband and wife) of PM’s staff, 
who recently returned from a trip 
to Japan for the New York tab, have 
written a book, ‘Setting Sun of 
Japan,’ to be published by Random 
House, 


F.D. R.’s Letter 


men ONtinued from page 3 





























SE cntnatiemensbetamntoad 


and distributors in connection with 
the preparation, production and dis- 
tribution of films; 


(2). Establish a clearance office 
through which all of the Govern- 
ment’s civilian films must clear, 
whether they are to be distributed 
through theatres or through non- 
theatrical organizations; 

(3). Plan, so far as necessary, 
such Government motion picture 
production and distribution as is 
deemed necessary to inform and in- 
struct the public during the war- 
time crisis; 

(4). Consult with all Government 
departments in connection with film 
production and distribution program 
and consult with and advise motion 
picture producers of. ways and 
means in which they can miost use- 
fully serve in the national effort. 

I further direct that you transmit 
a copy of this letter to the heads of 
all Federal agencies, 


Franklin D. Roosevelt (sgd). 


Honorable Lowell Mellett, 
Director, Office of 

Government Reports, 

Executive Office of the President, 
Washington, D. C. 





—__ 


‘Music Boom 


Continued from page 1 





the week were ‘Elmer's Tune,’ ‘Chat. 
tanooga Choo-Choo,’ “Shepherd's Ser 
enade’ and ‘Rose O'Day.’ The ony 
one of the war tunes that seemeq to 
be getting strong nibbles at the 
music counters was Mills’ ‘You're a 
Sap, Mr. Jap.’ 


In the phonograph record fielq the 
Sales graph continued upward. Re- 
tailers reported a tremendous 
for albums, reflecting the Christmas 
gift angle. Of the new recorded 
tunes ‘White Cliffs’ likewise figureg 
as pacemaker. Sammy Kaye's yer. 


sion of the song for Victor last week 
sold 43,000 copies, while Columbia's 
diskings of the same number the 
Same week was spread as follows: 
Kay Kyser, 42,000; Tommy Tucker 
30,000 and Kate Smith, 9,500. : 





Soldiers—Sailors 


Continued from page 3 


mitted to theatres at cut rates or 
one-half of the regular scale, latter 
being the general rule, in some zones 
theatre operators insist on the same 
price as others, This is particularly 
true of theatres near to army camps 
where free shows, flesh as well ag 
pictures, are given the trainees. It 
is the feeling of some of these opera. 
tors that the industry is doing its bit 
in such locales in. supplying free 
shows to the boys. 


Regular Allotments 


A few theatres, including the 
Music Hall, N. Y., and the Center, 
N. Y. (legit), both in Radio City, 
issue an allotment of tickets each 
week, not exceeding 200, to the 
United Service Organizations which 
dispense the ducats at their own dis- 
cretion to service-men. It’s up to 
the U. S. O. to decide who goes to 
the theatre on the cuff. 


A general policy seems to be to 
charge soldiers and sailors a flat 25¢ 
to picture theatres which, with tax, 
ranges up to 34c when the admission 
is 90c. The Federal government re- 
fuses to permit anyone into a thea- 
tre, including soldiers, at a cut-rate 
unless the full tax on the value of 
the admission is paid. Thus, if the 
seat occupied sells for 50c, the sol- 
dier admitted for a quarter has to 
cough up an additional nickel in tax. 

In no cases do theatres allow a 
cut rate for anyone accompanying 
the man in uniform. Also, no one fs 
admitted on the cheaper basis un- 
less he’s in uniform. 





Here’s What Chi’s Doing 
For U.S. Service Men 


Chicago, Dec. 23. 
More than 2,509 tickets nightly are 
being distributed to soldiers and 
sailors here for Loop theatres, sports 
events, special events, radio shows, 
bowling and other amusements, 


Pattern followed is that set up by 
John Golden and Mrs. Julius Ochs 
Adler for the Defense Recreation 
Committee in New York, It’s handled 
here by the Amusement and Recreas 
tion Division of Mayor Kelly’s Na- 
tional Defense Committee. 

Efforts of the committee, with the 
cooperation of Sam Stratton, William 
Gaxton and Victor Moore of the 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ company and 
Fred Crowe of the Erlanger theatre, 
resulted in a special performance ef 
‘Purchase’ this week for service met. 
Another is planned for next week as 
the result of the 2,000 requests fcr 
tickets for the 1,300-seat theatre. 
Performers and entire staff are 
donating their services. 

Biggest job done by the Amuse- 
ment and Recreation Division, chait- 
manned by James Coston, has been 
the opening of the old Elks building 
as a recreation center for soldiers 
and sailors off duty. There are 1 
floors, all well-furnished. Free shows 
are given every Saturday and Sul- 
day afternoon, provided by theatres, 
niteries and hotels. Every Saturday 
and Sunday night, four floors are 
devoted to dancing. Ir the lobby 
now is a 50-foot Christmas tree, with 
smaller trees on other floors. Boys 
will get presents of ciggies, razor 
blades, candy and other things. 

Committee also has made it pos 
sible for any soldier or sailor to wa 
into Maurice’s, and the Congress 
Sherman and Bismarck hotels fo 
free Christmas dinner. John Bala 
ban, of Balaban & Katz, went farther. 
He has made it possible for any sol 
dier or sailor who is taken into its 
home by a family for Christmas dit- 
ner, to then play host to that family 
at any B&K theatre. 
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Broadway 


Roy Disney due in from Coast 
this week. 





Jimmy Deree slid into town to- 
iday (19). 
day Mier Perry, Virginia theatre 
in town. 
opel. Rod ers leaves Friday (26) 
for a Florida vacation. 


Moss Hart to his Bucks County | 


ntil after the first. 
ny Martin joining the Navy as 


Tony tty officer Jan, 17 
chief Pe viurdock to the Coast over 


‘weekend for the winter. 
ee Long and Dave Stewart in 
the boxoffice of the Hollywood. 

Leland Hayward made a two-day 
trip in from the Coast last week. 
Robert Schless, Warner Bros. for- 
eign chief, vacationing in the Caro- 
linge) Spitz and Nick Schenck 
among those continuing to go around 
hatless. ‘ : 

Toni Spitzer, Disney publicist, to 
the Coast after New Year's to see 


‘Bambi.’ 
otemue Gowthorpe, Par ho. 
theatre executive, back from New 
Orleans. 


Hank Linet, of Universal, became 
Master of City Lodge No. 408 of the 
A. M. 
F cynthia White's ‘V’ ball at Webs- 
ter Hall dated Dec. 31, her 24th an- 
ual event. ‘ 
: Joe Roberts back in N. Y. for a few 
days after advance p.a.ing Sonja 
Henie’s ice show. 

Warner Bros. Club annual banquet 
and ball scheduled for March 14 at 
the Waldorf-Astoria. 

George Kavanaugh, manager of 
the Par, Peekskill, has invested in a 
silver mine in Mexico. * 

Dr. Nat Lief to the Coast to join 
his brother, Max, in a a 
Broadway book musical. _ 

Gheres Brouda, of the library de- 
partment ‘of Paramount's legal divi- 
sion, admitted to the bar. 

Second floor of Warner Bros. 
home office on West 44th getting a 
facelift via fancy glass bricks. 

William T. Blair, former Cleve- 
land showman, now assistant mana- 
ger of the Hotel Carter there. 

Freddie Block and Frank Matthews 
have taken over Doyle’s billiard 
academy, 52d and Sixth avenue. 

Sylvia Maylowe, NBC’s hot harp- 
sichordist, opéns at the Coq Rouge 
Friday (26), doing classics as well as 


jive. : 
Tommy Ratcliéfe, of Metros play 
department, Christmasing in his 


home town, St. Louis, first time in 
seven years. 

Broadway's newest tungsten at- 
traction big Camel ciggie sign that 
blows giant smoke rings out over 
Times Square. 

W. G. Van Schmus and Gus Eys- 
sell have swapped offices at the 
Music Hall, so Eyssell now has to 
climb stairs. 

Leonard Louis, promoted from 
Metro’s eastern story department to 
sales department. He's doigg sales 
development reports. 

Brandts spending $60,000 to mod- 
ernize their Globe on Broadway. 
Putting in new lounges, marble and 
terrazzo lobby, glass doors, etc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. Law- 
rence, professionally Lawrence and 
Harrington, vaude team, celebrate 
their 50th anniversary next week. 

Leonard Goldenson, Par theatre 


| chieftain, in Boston the past week 


conferring with Marty Mullin, Sam 

Pinanski, John J. Ford and others. 
No letdown on number of pre- 

Christmas parties today (Wed.) by 


icture companies. Even Wall 
treet houses holding them per 
usual. 


With Bernard Botein now a N. Y. 
supreme court justice, Milton Dia- 
mond’s firm is now Diamond, Rabin 


& Mackay, with Samuei Yamin 
added. 

Warner Bros. bowling teams wal- 
loped the Philadelphia branch’s 


bowlers recently for the first time 
since the rivalry between the two 
outfits developed. 

Pathe newsreel moving to new 
quarters on Madison avenue by the 
first of the year. Pathe Labora- 
tories, in same building on West 
45th street, also into the same build- 
ng. 

Rafaela Ottiano in New York this 
week following appearances in ‘Mar- 
tin Eden’ (Col) and ‘Married an 
Angel’ (M-G). She’s interested 
doing a play Visiting her family in 
Boston over the holidays. 

Steve Barutio, who got his early 
training with the old Publix (Par) 
circuit, is now division manager 
Over 20 Warner houses in Philadel- 
hia, and to celebrate it all he’s 
aving some close friends and rela- 
ives in for Christmas dinner. 


Philadelphia 
ronnie Gaines, maestro at Car- 
yh a toe | from pneumonia. 
meee eens, ex-m.c. at the 
“DaSSy, Will man , . 
tir, Miami age the Club May 

ie Heller, promotion manager 
ad Abe Lyman’s band, resigning 
n to join the Army Air Corps. 
‘a ae Brandow, local hoofer and 
~ poser, and his dancing partner, 
A mereaed yesterday 
: a 1e i ‘ 
= re working. ee ee 
Ta Walsh, WPEN publicist, has 


t 











I the « named radio coordinator for 


er, ; 
Hale America’ program directed 


of 


John B. Kelly, national Director 
Civilian Health. 

Joe Frasetto and his WIP orches- 
tra, and vocalists Dot Parker, Alice 
Regan and Armand Camp enter- 
tained at Christmas party at Camp 
Dix, Monday (22). 

Station WCAU is underwriting the 
lecture of Ed Murrow, news com- 
mentator and author, at the 
Academy of Music Jan. 7. It’s for 
the benefit of the Navy Relief Fund. 








Payroll Traffic 


Continued from page 32 


the Chicago Radio Council, broad- 
casting department of the Chicago 
Board of Education. 








Regina, Sask.—George Davies, an- 
nouncer with CKCK, Regina, to the 
Royal Canadian Air Force as an in- 
strument maker. 





Roosen has been announcer and 
script writer, and for some time was 
scripter of the ‘Stepmother’ sesial. 





Wichita, Kan.—Ray Linton, KFBI 
manager, has named Bob Kent local 
sales manager; Ralph Varnum, mer- 
chandise manager, and Leo Howard, 
promotion manager. 





Pittsburgh.—Regina Kinnan has 
been appointed music librarian at 
station WCAE. She succeeds Irene 
Cowan, who will devote all her time 
to ‘Four o’Clock Frolic,’ an hour 
show she does daily. 





Hartford.—Robert S. Tyrol, 18, 
upped from clerkship in Travelers 
Insurance Co. radio department to 
become youngest regular announcer 
at WTIC. 





Buffalo.—Floyd Ryel 
WBNY announcing 
WERC, Erie, Pa. 


exited 
join 


has 
staff to 





Milwaukee. — Jack Horner, former 
special events and sports announcer 
for KILO, Grand Forks, N. D., has 
joined the staff of WTMJ. 





Cleveland.—Ellis Van Der Pyl, 
merchandising manager of WGAR, 
resigned last week after being with 
station for nearly nine years. Be- 
sides handling sales, Van Der Pyl 
also had a daily sports program of 
his own. Declined to reveal his 
future business plans. 





Bridgeport.—Winslow Porter leaves 
program staff of WNAB for WINC, 
Winchester, Va. 





Minneapolis.—Frank Butler, new- 
comer to biz, has become a member 
of the WCCO announcing staff. 





Berkeley.—Phil McKernan added 
to KRE mike staff. Hails from Chico. 

Charlotte, N. C.—Sanford Becker, 
21-year-old New York announcer, has 
joined the staff of WBT, replacing 
Bill Bivens; gone with Rauthrauff & 
Ryan. 





Schenectady, N. ¥.—Robert Stone, 
recently writer-producer for NBC 
Thesaurus, New York, has returned 
to Schenectady, with the General 


Electric Television station. 





Rochester, N. Y.—Art 
singer with Gray Gordon's orchestre | 
in New York, returns to his home|} 
town and joins WHAM staff. Starts | 
with two programs. | 


Spokane.—Bryan E. Woolston, has 


Steffens, | 





in | 





joined the commercial department of 
station KFPY. 


San Luis Obispo, Cal.—Larry Lan- 
sing has returned to KVEC here a 
producer-announcer after a_ tw 
months free-lancing in Dixie. 


Kansas City.—Nancy Goode is new | 
‘happy kitchen director’ on the staff 
of KMBC. This enlarges station’s 
women’s department to three, Caro- 
line Ellis having a daily chatter and 
stuff broadcast and June Martin | 
handling the food scout assignment. 
Miss Goode comes from Wichita 
where she was home service advisor 
of the Kansas Gas & Electric Co. 

Dave Partridge goes to WLW, Cin- 
cinnati, where he will be assistant to 
Milton Allison, promotion and pub- 
licity director. 

Paul Heitmeyer, 
of station KITE, has hired Hugh 
Scarbrough as salesmanager. He 
comes from KVAK, Atchison, Kan- 
sas. 


acting manager 





Spokane.—KFIO has Roy Civille 
as new production manager, coming 
from KIDO, Boise, Idaho, R. J. Mc- 
Broom, also from KIDO, is the new 
commercial manager. 

KFIO will soon increase its power, 
and become a full-time station. 





Madrid 


Interiors for ‘Un Marido a Precio 
Fijo’ completed by Gonzalo Delgras. 

Fernando Freire de Andrada 
signed contract with Cifesa to do two 
films. 

Fred Leslie,.Fox Movietone boss 
in Madrid, joined by wife from 
States in Lisbon. 

Ralph Forte arrived in Madrid 
from Zurich, where he’s been as- 
signed by the United Press. 

News from Lisbon of*Manuel Ri- 
berio’s death. Riberio, 68, was well 
known Portuguese writer of novels. 

Maruchi Fresno off to Barcelona to 
take lead in whodunit, megged by 
Pedro Puche. Pic hadn't a title at 
this writing. 

New producer, Andorra Films, just 
started work. First picture title not 
yet selected, but film will be about 
contrabandists. 

Peter C. Rhodes and Lloyd Free, 
of the Foreign Broadcast Monitoring 
Service, through Lisbon to London 
on assignment. 

Lynn Heinzerling, transferred from 
Madrid to Lisbon by Associated 
Press, off to States on three-month 
leave of absence. 

News from Rome is that the Eter- 
nal City is to have cinema museum 
which will be named after Canudo, 
who named cinema ‘seventh art.’ 


Eric Hawkins, editor in chief of 
Paris edition of New York Herald 
Tribune for 18 years, waiting to 
Clipper to States from Lisbon. 


Picture actors Ricardo Merino and 
Luis Arnedilloa have abandoned 
films to start legit company with 
collaboration of Laura Pinillos. 


After rumors she would go to Hol- 
lywood, Conchita Montenegro ac- 
cepted lead in ‘Boda en el Inferno’ 
(‘Wedding in Hell’) with Jose Nieto, 
Tony d’Algy. 

David Darrah and John Elliott, 
Chicago Tribune and N. Y. Herald 
Tribune correspondents in Vichy, 
through Madrid and Lisbon enroute 
to New York. 

German and Italian cinema trade 
commissions have arrived in Spain 
to negotiate new cinema accords 
with the Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce. Both commissions feted. 

Spanish military pic, ‘A mi La Le- 
gion,’ has imposing cast. including 
Luis Pena, Alfredo Mayo, Pilar Soler, 
Miguel Pozano, Rufino Ingles, Pablo 
Alvarez Rubio. Megged by Juan de 
Orduna. 

Spain’s representatives to Interna- 
tional Cinema Chamber in Berlin just 
named. Consists of Ontonio Pach- 
eco, Jose Viros, Saturnino Ulargui, 
Joaquin Soriano, Jose Luis Aguirre, 
Antonio Roman. 

Antonio Pacheco and Joaqin So- 
riano, attached to government’s 
cinema section, off to Berlin to at- 
tend International Cinema Chamber 
meeting. Spain given one of vice- 
presidency posts. 

Ufisa’s next production will be an 
adaptatian of ‘Mi Marido es Usted’ 
(‘My Husband Is You’), which will 
be megged by Claudio de la Torre. 
Heading cast will be Julio Pena, 
Maria Carillo and Jesus Tordesillas. 








Kansas City 


By John Quinn 
Senn Lawler, Fox Midwest adver- 
tising chief, hospitalized with flu. 
Pla-Mor alleys operating bowling | 





| ing 


, Manager 


tournament for benefit of Variety 
club’s charity funds. 

Hal Wayne with new orch return- 
to Drum room of Hotel Presi- 
dent for four-week stand. 

Philharmonic orch presenting ; 
opera, ‘Hansel and Gretel,’ as its spe- 
cial holiday season production. 

Clyde McCoy moving his orch to a} 
two-week stand in Hotel Muehle- 
bach after week on stage at Tower 
theatre. 

Elmer Rhoden 


Fox Midwest chief 
and Arthur Church, WMBC prexy, 
members of Rear Admiral] Hayne 
Ellis’ civilian defense committee 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





has resigned as 
Hendel’s New| 


Ed (Hippo) Segal 
of Harry 
Granada theatre. 

Jimmy Totman’s youngster cele- 
brated his third birthday with a 
party last Sunday. 

Ear] Carroll raised each chorine 
in ‘Vanities’ $2.50 weekly while tab 
was at Stanley last week. 

The Harvey Gauls are grand- 
parents of twin girls, born to er 

| 
| 
| 
} 





daughter, Ione Gaul Walker. 

Louise Glenn, of Ted Lewis unit, 
followed another Lewis. alumna, 
Jean Blanche, into Villa Madrid. 

Betty Johnson singing with Joey 
Sims’ band again after being laid up 
for several weeks with bad cold. 

John Wood and Pat Shefier, Gar- 
den’s boxoffice men, in hospital with 
injuries received in auto crackup. 

Maryann Parker, niece of Mamie 
Barth, who runs a dancing school 
here, in the chorus of ‘Let’s Face It.’| 

Marjorie McCann home after try-/| 





| when 
! out of their homes; ‘War and Order 


>| jects. 


ing her luck in N.Y. for a year and 
returns to Piayhouse in ‘Charley’s 
Aunt.’ 

John McGreevey, Harris exec who 
had a close call from pneumonia, 
will convalesce until after first of 
the year. 

Moe Silver and Mike Rosenberg 
named cu-chairmen of film indus- 
try’s part in ‘March of Dimes’ cam- 
paign here. 

Magician Guili Guili, who closed 





at Yacht Club last Thursday (18), 


die’s in N.Y. 
Madelyn Ward, who used to sing 
in de luxe film house productions 
here, has joined Bernie Armstrong’s 
KDKA band. 

It’s a girl for the Frank Vergases 


ley Rockettes, 


Harry Brown’s lad, Bob, manager 
of State theatre, back to Shadyside 
hospital, where he was down with 
pneumonia last month. 

_The Henry Slates’ (Fay Carroli) 
eight-month-old daughter joined 
them here, coming on from Coast 
with Miss Carroll’s mother. Henry 
Slate is of the Slate Bros. act (with 
Earl Carroll) and the missus is in 
their zany act. 


British Reels 


Continued from page 2 


























A ents 
York as in London, the double use- 
fulness of the film is obvious. Fact 
that the pictures were made in Eng- 
land—which everyone agrees is ex- 
perienced at the difficulties of war— 
should also have a good effect on 
American audiences. 


Films run from about three to 15 
minutes. Many of them, in 16mm. 
form, have been shown extensively 
to private organizations in this coun- 
try through the British Library of 
Information, New York. 

Best of the pictures are those 
which explain why the populace 
shouldn’t do certain things. One, 
for instance, called ‘Mr. Proudfoot 
Shows a Light,’ explains and im- 
presses why it is dangerous to be 
careless in preserving a perfect 
blackout. It shows that a foolish 
individual endangers both himself 
and military objectives hundreds of 
miles away by thoughtlessly open- 
ing a window and letting the black- 
out curtain blow down. Light, itself, 
didn’t bring a bomb down, but en- 
abled the Nazi navigator to check 
his wind drift and get back on his 
course to a military objective far 
away. 

‘Goofer Trouble’ 


Another of these films is ‘Goofer 
Trouble,’ to point the reason 
people going indoors during an air | 
raid. Two guys are watching a Spit- 
fire chasing a Heinkel. They think | 
the British pilot ig just about to shoot 
down the Nazi when the Spitfire | 
fails to let go with its machine guns 
and the Heinkel gets away. Scene | 
shifts to the airfield as the British | 
flier lands. He explains to his mates 
that he could have bagged a Heinkel | 
except for the fact that there were 
‘goofers’—gapers—in the street and | 
had he opened up with his machine | 
guns he would have killed these by- 
standers. 

On the ‘how-to-do-it’ side is ‘Stop | 
That Fire. This is a straightaway | 
demonstration, very clear, of how to 
deal with incendiaries on the street 
or in the house. Among the morale- | 





builders is ‘Shunter Black’s Night 
| Off,’ in which a railroad brakeman | 
risks his life on his night off to put 
out flames atop a car full of 
ammunition. It's really exciting 
tuff 
More of these ‘what othe pe yple 
are doing ude ‘Ack Ack 
Ng organization of an anti-aircrait 
battery and how it functions 


‘Neighbors Under Fire,’ how volun- 
teer organizations provide tempo- 
ary shelter and food for Lo 

they are bombed 


ndoners 


] et 
O OiaStea 


duties of the police in wartime and | 
of training of police recruits drawn | 


from all walks of life; and ‘They 
Also Serve,’ showing how the or- 
dinary housewife plays an 


portant part in wartime. 

Unusual, but less effective, is ‘Mu- 
sical Poster No. 1,’ an abstraction by | 
Len Lye, who has long been famed 
for his colorful lines, angles, circles 
and other meaningless geometric 
figures bouncing around the screen. | 
In this case the figures provide a 
background with music for several 
rhymed slogans about the discreet- 
ness of secrecy concerning one’s job. 

Reels will be shown at the Mu- 
seum for the next month. At the 
end of that time it expects to re- 
place them with American-made 
products on some of the same sub- | 
The British pix are shown at | 
3 p.m. each day. | 


/ 
i 





opens Friday (26) at Leon and Ed- | 


in Albany, N.Y. Mother is the for- | 
mer Gretchen Young, of old Stan- | 





— 


Hollywood 


Dick Arlen laid up with throat ine 
fection. 

Ralph Huston joined Warners pub- 
licity staff. 

George Murphy recovering from 
flu at Palm Springs. 

Shirley Adams, film player, 
wed Milton Sherman. 

Ray Collins back to work after a 
week’s battle with flu. 

John Boles back from 





to 


stage tour 


| of the East and Midwest. 


James Grainger spending the holi- 
days here with his family. 
Elizabeth Patterson reported 
work after two-week illness. 
Roy Del Ruth :aned to Mexico 
City for picture backgrounds. 
George O’Brien, cowboy 
joined the Navy as a lieutenant. 
Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy 
touring the midwest until Jan. 16. 
Gene Tierney ill while ‘Rings On 
Her Fingers’ is being shot around 


for 


star, 


her 

Matty Fox returned to Universal 
after six-week vacation in New 
York. 

W. E. Calloway resigned as branch 
manager of Warners Los Angeles 


exchange. 

Bud Lollier to Sacramento to ob<- 
serve the special session of the state 
legislature. 


Jack Carr, 


screen actor, in Vet- 


,erans hospital as a result of an old 


war wound. 

_ Margaret Lindsay's laryngitis hold- 
ing up production of ‘Tragedy at 
Midnight’ at Republic. 

Addison Randali, film actor, filed 
bankruptcy petition listing debts at 
$7,965 and assets at $400. 

O. Z. Whitehead quit the cast of 
‘Ten Gentlemen at West Point’ to 
join the real Army as a private. 

William Raymond Lasky, the pro- 
ducer’s son, to wed Margery Lowe, 
former secretary to Howard Hawks. 

Victor McLaglen’s Light Horse 
Cavalry Troop joined Los Angeles 
sg as an auxiliary home defense 
unit. 








Bette Davis and Bob Hope were 
|kudosed by Hollywood Women’s 


| Press Club as the most cooperative 


film players. 

Jack Edwards, 
| Variety’ mugg now 
Screen Service, in 
heart ailment. 

Jake Milstein here from New 
York to confer with Gordon Mitchell 
on distributing Research Council 
films among the soldiers. 

Bill Blowitz back on Warners 
publicity staff after eight-month 
tour with Messerschmitt bomber on 
behalf of Bundles for Britain. 

Universal tossed its annual Christ- 
mas party for children of studio em- 
ployees, with Abbott and Costello, 
Gloria Jean and Andy Devine enter- 
taining. 


former ‘Daily 
with National 
hospital with 








for | 


% Memphis 


By Harry Martin 





Little Theatre skedded ‘Wingless 
Victory’ for January. 

Howard Waugh to New York on 
Warner zone manager conference. 

‘Life with Father’ Auditorium’s 
first roadshow of New Year. Dated 
Jan. 7-9. 

Miami Campbell, former stock 
player here, reported safe in war 
zone at Honolulu. 

Peabody dubbed its swank new 
tap room ‘The Creel,’ ancient name 
for full fishing basket. 


Memphis Federation of Musicians 
re-named Spike Lesem_ secretary- 
business agent and W. A. Ward 
| president. 

Memphis orphans saw ‘Dumbo’ 
Monday (22) morning at Christmas 
party given by Manager Boyd Fry 
at Loew’s Palace. 

Tommy Sanders, of Metro studio 
prop department, home for Christ- 


mas visit before recall to Army. 
Had been out of service since Sep- 


|; tember 


Bob McKnight, director of Mem- 
phis Academy of Arts, blushing over 
Lupton Wilkinson’s Saturday Eve- 
nil Post story linking him with 
Katharine Hepburn romantically. 

Memphis Open Air Theatre pro- 
ducing special winter cabaret for 
annual Les Passees New Year’s Eve 
Ball at Peabody hotel. Organiza- 
tion activities hitherto confined to 
utdoor summer musicals. 


~ St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





Martin Davis, asst. mgr. at the Am- 


| bassador, chucked job to join local 
ail-im- | finance company. 


Local Variety club plans to lend 


substantial aid in the March of Dimes 
|}campaign getting under way next 
month. . 


Rex Williams, manager of Loew’s, 


will represent the flicker houses in 
the Red Cross drive. The local quota 


is $1,200,000. 
Uhrig’s Cave, once housing musi- 


cal comedies, etc., at the turn of the 
century, is being considered as an 
air-raid shelter. 


Attorney-General Roy McKittrick 


has ruled that Walkathons come 
within the state’s wage-and-hour 
law. He states that femme contest- 


ants are merely employees of such 
events and subject to the 54-hour- 
week section of the law. Arrests are 
promised if the gals walk. longer 
than 54 hours weékly 


























54 


VARIETY 


quiets. 


Wednesday, December 24, 194} 





OBITUARIES 


CHARLOTTE TITTELL 


Charlotte Tittell, 60, died in Los 
Angeles Dec. 21 of a heart attack fol- 
lowing an operation. Deceased was 
the wife of Wallace Munro, advance 
agent for ‘Claudia,’ who was in In- 
dianapolis when notified of the death. 

Actress played stock with Georgia 
Cavyan, Gustave Levick, W. H. 
Thompson and other famous players 
of that era. She also appeared with 
Lawrence Barrett in ‘Rose Dale,’ 
Richard Mansfield, W. E. Sheridan, 
Robert Mantell, Rose Coghlan and 
McKee Rankin, Helene Modjeska, 
Maurice Barrymore, William Mc- 
Doon and Henry Miller. Originated 
the role of ‘She’ when play was first 
produced in this country. 

Miss Tittell was leading lady with 
E. H. Sothern in ‘Highest Bidder’ and 
‘Lord Chumley.’ Made two trans- 
continental tours with the Lyceum 
Theatre Company of New York in 
‘The Wife’ and ‘The Charity Ball.’ 
She retired from active theatrical 
life a few years ago, and until the 
time of her death devoted her efforts 
to further theatrical activities with 
various social and fraternal organi- 
zations. 





WILLIAM H. CADORET 


William H. Cadoret, city manager 
of five Comerford theatres in Roch- 
ester, N. Y., for last 10 years, died 
unexpectedly Dec. 20. He drove to 
work and was stricken as he left his 
ear in a garage. Death was believed 
due to heart attack. 

Manager Cadoret went to Roch- 
ester as manager of the Capitol, 
and shortly after this theatre became 
linked to Paramount’s Century and 
Regent, the RKO Palace and RKO 
Temple for bceoking advantages and 

‘adoret was placed in charge of the 
new setup. 


He entered the theatre business 
in 1909 as owner of La Petite, Kan- 
kakee, Ill, and later took over 
four other houses there. At one 
time he was booker and buyer for 75 
Comerford theatres. 





VICTOR DALTON 


Victor Dalton, 50, owner of KMTR, 
Hollywood, and one of the pioneers 
of Coast radio, died Dec. 18 in Los 
Angeles of a malignant disease. He 
had been hospitalized for three 
weeks and failed to rally from an 
operation. 

Deceased made his entry into radio 
about 12 years ago, when he pur- 
chased KMIC and KGFH, the lat- 
ter in Glendale. KMIC later became 
KRKD and shortly after Dalton 
bought KMTR from Frank Doherty 
in a deal that transferred ownership 
of KRKD to Doherty. Dalton founded 
Radio Newsreel and also operated 
an auto finance company. He leaves 
widow and a daughter by his first 
marriage. 


LORRAINE HOWARD 


Lorraine Howard, 55, was killed 
Dec. 16 when the car in which she 
and her son were riding was struck 
by a freight train near South Falls- 
burg, N.Y. Her son, Albert, 30, was 
also killed in the crash. Miss Howard 
was a standard vaude performer 
gome years ago, best known in the 
act of Howard and Lind. Her mar- 
riage name was Lorraine Howath. 

Both Miss Howard and her son 
had been acting as caretakers of a 
summer hotel near the scene of the 
accident. 


RAY DUSERN 


Ray Dusern, 44, veteran picture 
theatre manager on the Coast, died 
of injuries shortly after being struck 
by a bus in Long Beach, Cal., Dec. 
#8. He had been managing the 
Rivoli theatre there. 

During his long association with 

ox-West Coast, Dusern managed 
Low's State, Carthay Circle and 

ox-Wilshire, Los Angeles. He 
leaves his widow and parents. 





EMANUEL TURNER 


Emanuel A. Turner, 57, stage and 
acreen actor, died Dec. 13 in Holly- 
wood following a long illness. As a 
egit player he toured the country for 
0 years before settling in Los An- 
eles in 1912. Since that time he had 
Sivided his time between stage and 
film. Until his retirement, due to 
failing health, he had been working 
on the Metro lot. 

Surviving are his widow and a sis- 

ter, Josephine Meek, actress. 





DAVID HOWARD 
David Howard, 45, veteran film 
director, died Dee, 21 of a heart ‘ail- 


ment in Los Angeles. He had been 
inactive the past year due to illness. 

Howard started as an assistant di- 
rector in early silents and for years 
directed George O’Brien in Fox 
westerns, He also piloted action 
pictures at Columbia, Universal and, 
more recently at RKO. 

Leaves widow and son. 





JOSEPH BERNARD RETHY 


Joseph Bernard Rethy, 47, New 
York advertising man, formerly 
vaudeville author, died Dec. 16 in 
Riverdale, N.Y. 

(Al) Lewis & (Max) Gordon pro- 
duced many of Rethy’s vaudeville 
acts and the latter also collaborated 
with Samuel Shipman on a play 
about Edgar Allan Poe. Rethy had 
a number of short stories and a vol- 
ume of verse published, 

Widow survives. 





JOHN E. SHIPMAN 


John E. Shipman, 69, in mainte- 
nance department of Warner the- 
atres for years, died at his home in 
Philadelphia, Dec, 16.. He was the 
father of J. Ellis Shipman, contract 
manager for the Stanley-Warner cir- 
cuit. 

Also surviving are his widow and 
a daughter. 





IRENE MYERS 

Irene Myers, 53, wife of Spencer 
Charters, film actor, died in Holly- 
wood, Dec. 22, Before marriage to 
the film actor she headed her own 
touring stock company and also ap- 
peared in vaudeville. 

Besides her husband 
daughter and mother. 


she leaves 





BESSIE EVELYN PAINE 


Mrs. Bessie Evelyn Paine, 46, re- 
ceptionist at WSPR, Springfield, 
Mass., and conductor of ‘Aunt Bes- 
sie’s Corner’ and ‘The Hour Be- 
tween,’ died Friday (19) after a 
lingering illness. 

She had for a time been with 
WMAS, Springfield. 





DANIEL STAUBER 


Daniel Stauber, 61, former film 
theatre operator in Akron and sur- 
rounding communities, and operator 
of one of the first outdoor theatres 
in Ohio, died in Indianapolis Dec. 
18 of a heart attack. He had been 
retired for several years. 

Widow and five sons survive. 


CAROLINE NEWCOMBE 


Caroline Newcombe, 69, character 
actress for 41 years, died in N. Y. 
Dec. 18. She made her first appear- 
ance with Frederick Bond’s company 
in 1900. 

A sister survives. 


WILLIAM LOTZ 
Williaim Lotz, 80, an acrobat 35 
years ago, died in N. Y. Dec. 18. He 
had been a part of a tumbling and 
balancing act which traveled with 
circuses and outdoor shows. 
Surviving are three sons and a 
daughter. 


SCOTT HOWE BOWEN 


Scott Howe Bowen, 53, a major 
figure in the early days of national 
spot sales in the radio industry, died 
of a heart attack at his West Palm 
Beach home Dec. 22. 

Further details in 
partment, 


the radio de- 


Sanford ‘Sandy’ Watkins, 26, indie 
press agent in Hollywood, died of 


monoxide poisoning, self - admin- 
istered. He leaves widow and in- 
fant son. No reason was given for 
his act. 


Bernhard Hammel, father of Les- 
ter Hammel of the William Morris 
agency, died Saturday (20). Two 
daughters and two other sons also 
survive, 





Raymond N. Zuckert, 48, veteran 
Pittsburgh projectionist, died last 
week in Veterans Hospital, Aspin- 
wall, Pa., after a short illness. 





Mrs. Carolyn SS. Sherman, 77, 
mother of Joe Sherman, RKO pub- 
licity man, died Dec, 18 in Holly- 
wood. 





Mrs. Sadie Simon, 81, mother of 
Seymour Felix, dance director, died 
Dee. 15 in Hollywood. 





Austin Koch, 32, orchestra leader, 
died Dec. 16 in Kenton, O., leaving 
| widow; parents and grandparents. 





MARRIAGES 


Geraldine Copeland to Joseph 
Lerner, in Yuma, Ariz, Dec. 14. 
Bride is a singer; groom is president 
of Dialog Directors Guild. 


Yvonne Copeland to Jack Schlich- 
enmeir, in San Antonio, Dec. 9. He 
is with KTSA (San Antonio) as 
merchandising manager; she was di- 
rector of women’s activities at 
KABC, San Antonio. 

Constance Rinehart to Al Christy, 
in Kansas City, Nov. 22. Groom is 
announcer at station KCKN, K. C. 


Janice Gilbert to Billy Miles in 
New York, Dec. 18. She's star of 
‘Orphan Annie,’ the radio script 
show; he’s a radio writer. 

Dorothy Morgan to Fred Whit- 
linger, in Pittsburgh, Dec. 18. He is 
bass player with Joey Sims orch. 


Adele Hertting to William W. 
White, in Milwaukee, Dec. 19. Bride 
is radio actress; husband is singer, 
instrumentalist and orch leader. 

Hizi Koyke to Mario Gallo, in New 
York, Dec. 10. Bride is prima donna 
with San Carlo Opera Co.; groom is 
company manager. 

Ethel Merman to Robert D. Levitt, 
in New York. Bride is the musical 
comedy star; he’s promotion direc- 
tor of N. Y. Journal-American. 

Christine Conkling to Karl B. 
Landt, in Scotia, N. Y., Dec. 20. 
Groom is member of the Landt Trio, 
CBS radio act, and treasurer of the 
Coast Music Corp. 

Florence Baker to Lyn Murray 
(Lionel Breese), Dec 23, in New 
York. She’s a radio actress; he’s the 
composer-conductor, 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Tony Bickley, daugh- 
ter, Dec. 11, in New York. Parents 
are actors; mother is Ann Clark. 


Mr. and Mrs. James Kendall Brey- 
ley, son, Dec. 14, in Chicago. Mother 
is Virginia Verrill, singer; father is 
with Music Corp. of Amercia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Dunn, daugh- 
ter, in Des Moines, Dec. 15. Father 
is manager of Paramount theatre, 
Des Moines. 


Mr. and Mrs, Allyn Joslyn, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Dec. 17. Father is 
film and stage actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tay Garnett, son, in 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. Father is film 
director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Cowan, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Father is a songwriter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Sundgaard, 
son, in New York; Dec. 22. He's 
playwright. 


| _ Slight Switch 


unconquerable army by a Russian 
general. With it will be ‘Stalin 
Speaks,’ a 10-minute filmization of 
the dictator’s famed ‘scorched earth’ 
speech. Following program will be 
‘One Day in Soviet Russia,’ narrated 
by Quentin Reynolds, and ‘The Man- 
nerheim Line.’ 











Nazi Filmer Shutters 
Milwaukee, Dec. 23. 

With war against Germany, the 
Deutscher Kino, which has flourished 
in varying degree for the last five 
years as the town’s only theatre 
showing Teuton films exclusively, 
closed its doors immediately and 
voluntarily. 


House had shown all the Nazi 
propaganda pictures and was s0 
closely watched by the police and 
FBI that its business fell off be- 
cause possible patrons feared classi- 
fication with the subversives and 
fifth columnists. Its final double 
feature was ‘Prinzessin Sissy’ and 
‘Blumen Aus Nizza,’ and quick 
closing is said to have been in- 
spired to avoid possible violence. 
There had been much criticism of 
the Deutscher Kino, many Mil- 
waukeeans resenting the fact that 
it was permitted to continue in 
business as long as it did. 


Operator of the house was Joseph 
Pastor, who also operated two 
houses (one of them German) in 
‘Chicago. Property is locally owned. 
Lease renewal on Nov. 1 of this year 
contained a clause releasing Pastor 
from his obligation in the event of 
war, and he took advantage of it im- 
mediately. 

However, he is considering restor- 
ing the former name of the house— 
Radio Theatre—and reopening it 
around the first of the year with an 
all-American picture policy. 

Closing was so sudden—before 
night of the day war was declared— 
that newspaper advertising could 
not be pulled and was still running 





after the theatre was shuttered. 










Billy Kelley 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


The Sereraders 
Beale St Boys 


Sam's Cafe 


Ruth Kaye 

Billy Romano 
Joe Faulkner 
Ray O'Day 
Micky Dee 

3 King's Rhythm 


Silver Lake Inn 


Col Geo Reed 

Alice Lucey 

Johnny Wages 

Mile Collette 

Geo Rife 

Frank Hassel Ore 

Stamp’s 

Betty Lawton 

Danny Montgomery 

Lanny Vale 

Analice Miller 

Beth Morris 

Paramount Steppers 

Evelyn Stoddard 

Pat Carlson 

Eddie Dolan 

Sun Ray Gardens 

Lorraif® & King 

Dutch & Dutchie 

Jane Lynne 

Les Williams 

Beatrice & Danny 

Agnes Willis 

Don Anton Ore 

69th St. Rathskeller 

Vi Vi Austin 

Bill Atkinson 

Mildred Gilson 

Roy Harkins 

Peggy O'Neil 

Sunny Ray 

Elton Brown 

Tony Bennett Ore 
Swan Club 

Lola Clair 

Buddy Lewis 

Valdez & Peggy 





O'Connor Bros 
Bert St Claire 
Bobby Bernard 
Margie Smith 
Ear! Denny Ore 
20th Century 
$ Peppers 
Mike Pedecin 
Sally La Mar 
Blanche Saunders 
Strohman (3) 
Venice Grill 
Nick Varallo Oro 
Kay King 
Margie Rice 
Great Lester 
Chic Kennedy 
Warwick Hotel 
Roger Stanley Ore 


Weber’s Hof Brau 


Camden 
The Juvelys 
Dave Pierson 


Pump Handle Trio 
Fen Bannerman 
Victoria Tr 

Brunn & Campbell 
Jack Moss 

Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Syd Golden 

Raths’r Eldoradians 


Wilson’s 


Martin Long 

Joe Hough 

Art Mathues 

Lee Noble 
Catherine Wolff Gls 
Gerard Rean ° 
Carol Joyce 

Tiny Harris 

Geo Baquet Ore 


Yacht Club 


Harry Holly 

Pen Raymond 
Lola Claire 

Jean Rice 

Watson Sis 

Yacht Club Boys 
Victor Nelson Oro 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 


Joe Reichman 
Jane Fulton 
Mata & Hari 


(Motor Bar) 
Vera 
Bowery 
Larry Blake 
Lillian Carmen 
Orienta 
Danielle & Denise 
Naval Cadets 
Don Arden Dane 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 


Casanova 


Belmont Bros 
Tremaine 2 
Sharae 
Adrian & Cecile 
Jessica Garwood 
Lee Walters Orc 
Club Congo 
Peg Leg Bates 
Sinclair & LeRoy 
Beachcombers 
Margaret Watkins 
Allen Drew 
Congo 4 
Earl Dancer 
Orlando Roberston O 


Corktown Tavern 


Don Harris 

Karl Parchman 
Hart & Allison 
Jeo Bell 
Panchita Villa 
Phil Skillman Ore 


Grand Terrace 
Don Harris 
Davis & Delmar 
Earl Parchman 
Mildred Perlee 
Hilge 
Gregory, Ray’d & C 
Lyle Carlyle Orc 

Hund’s 

Sun Val Serenaders 
London Chop House 
Barney Green 
Ruby Orc 
Connie Barleau 


Club Mayfair 


Marty Joyce 
Carol Crane 
Mervin Jensen 
Dorothy Gerron 
Phil Olsen Ore 


Nebiolo’s 


Fay & Andre 
Johnny Policy 
Laskey Sis 
Clem Hawkins 
Leonard See! Ore 
Nerthwood Inn 
Anita Jacobi 
Woods & Bray 
Dale Rhodes 
Theresa Rudolph 
Don Amato 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 
Charles Costello Ore 


Joe 





Jack London 
Palm Beach 


Miller & Millard 
Baron & Baroness 
Bernie Green 
Diana Dean 
Don Pablo Ore 
Penobscot Club 
Kalman Juri Ore 
Caryl Gould 
Marianne Arden 
Freddie Busch 
Barney Greene 
Huck’s Redford Inp 
Mac McGraw Ore 


Royale 
Tito Coral 
The Leaches 
Key Taylor 


3 Harmaniacs 
Harriet Smith Dane 
Dick Worthington 
Skeeter Palmer Ore 
Statler Hotel 


Marquita Flores 

Pancho 

Tavo 

Pat Gilmore 

Enric Madriguera O 
Saks 

Cliff Winehill 

June Carson 

Sylvia & Christine 

Johnny Morrison 

Pearl Magley Dane 

Leonard Seel Orc 


San Diego 


Gene Emerald 
Glenn Dale 

The Bordens 
Dotty Sloan 

Cliff Arvin 

Al Alexander Ore 


Stevadora 


Everett & Conway 
Bill Harris 
Roland & Rito 
Irene Burke 

Tiny Gorman 
Jack Thomas Ore 


The Tropics 


Jimmy Mackenzie O 
Moana 
We Three 
Vernes 
Jack Terri 
Mora ‘Wacky’ Kaye 
Brown & Snyder 
Kosinda 
Chuck Stevens Ore 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 
Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 
Josephine Campbell 
Manuel Lopez Ore 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
509 Club 
Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 
Good & Goody 


Dottie Ard 
Jean Moore 
Joy & Juanita 
Delia & Drigo 


Horace Houck Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


McColl Sis 
Anchorage 
Hugh Morton Oro 


Maynard Deane 
Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
June Gardner 
Fran Rago 
Balconades 
Charlie Laun Ore 
Bill Green’s 


Jimmy Joy Ore 
Betty Burns 


Blue Ridge Inn 


Lou Lucky Oré 
Benny Austin 
Ray Styles 
Margie Allen 
Will Ryde 

3 Elmers 


Boogie-Woogie Club 


Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Wally Wayne 
J Comorada 
Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Jay Howard 
Loretta Lee 
Sherry Gray 
Eileen O’Shea 
Cork and Bottle 
Nelson Maples 
Colonial 
Eddie Weitz Orc 


Gerry Richards 
o 





Eddie Peyton’s 
Memphis 5 
Eddie Peyton 
Marion Muller 
El Chico 
Mario Orc 
Sammy Walsh 
Hal Menken 
Dolores Gaylord 
51 Club 
Billy Merle Ore 
June Collins 
Marion Joyce 
Lyda Radnok 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Herry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 


Hotel Hen 
(Silver Grill) 
M Contreras Ore 
Conchita 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
4 Escorts 
Harry Bigley 
Joyce Martin 
Al Devin 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Art Baker 4 
Jole 
Carole Daye 
Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 





Bills Next Week 


ontinued from page 


Joy Lind 


Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 

Baron Elliott Ore 
Mary Krieg 
Billy Cover 
Babe Rhodes 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 


Merry-Go-Round 
Tommy Flynn Ore 
Mike Musino 
Walt Dickman 

New Hillcrest 
Marty Schramm O 
Connie Gregg 
Ray Englert 
Antone Rozance 
Bill Shaffer 

Nixon Cafe 
Al Marlisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Cortello's Dogs 
Don Scott Dane 
Lois Hendricks 


Nut House 


Sherdina Walker O 
Ted Blake 
Tommy Monahan 
Marvin Fullilove 
Ray Meiville 
Harry Frank 
Oasis 
Benny Burton Ore 
Betty Lee 
Babe Rhooes 
Skip Nelson 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Readingtons 
Walkmir 3 
Claire Ray Gls 
Orpha Towle 
Del Kay 
Willie Matthias Orc 
Bob Copfer 

Eldorado Club 
Estralleta 
Carlos Campos 
Manuel Ovando Ore 

Freddie's Cafe 
Larry Vincent 
Jane Dover 
Tangia Co 
Manhattanettes 
Herb Ross Ore 

Gourmet Club 
Royal Hawaiians 
Bill Lochman 

Hotel Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 

Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Ore 
Charles Wick 

Hotel Cleveland 
Bernie Cummins Orc 
Hotel Fenway Hall 


Poison Gardner 


ce) 


BOSTON 


Beachcomber 
Harry Morrissey Orc 
Chico Simone Ore 
Jerri Vance 
Benton 2 
Beach-Charmers 6 
Jack Lane & Birds 

Blinstrub’s 
Peter Bodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Dawn & Darrow 
Don Francisco 
Winton & Diane 

Casa Manana 
Al Tory Ore 
Harrison Aulger 
Joye Martin 
Louise Sherwood 
David Heminger 
Frank Thomas 
Jane Giddings 
Jean Carle 
Don Muckel 

Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Oro 
Bernie Bennett O 
Benny Fields 
Jo Andrews 

Wiles 
Boots McKenna Rev 
Club Vanity Fair 
Al Cova Ore 
Stella Ray 
Ginnie O'Keefe 
Bette Claire 
Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alipert Oro 
Don Rico Ore 
Buster Keim Rev 
Billy Paine 
Marianne Francis 
Billy & B Burnell 
Frances Urban 
DeMay, Moore & M 
(Melody Lounge) 
Gertrude Woodsum 
Herb Lewis 
Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Ruby Newman Oreo 
Julia Barbour 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 8 
Crawford House 
Freddy Rubin Orc 
Anita Dillon 
Larry Daniels 
Redford & Wallace 
Billy & A St George 
Crawfordettes 

Fox & Hound 
Milton George 
David Ballentine 
Maxine Coleman 

(Rhumba Casino 
Room) 
Charles Wolk Orc 
Les Habaneros (6) 

Fodericos 
Teresita 
Argentina Mia 
Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Oro 
Terry Andre 
Frank Petty 
Hotel Bradford 

(Circus Room) 

Warren & Bodee 
Hote? Brunswick 
(Bermuda Terrace) 

Raymond Scott Ore 

Billy Leach 

Roberta 

Hotel Essex 
Ken Travers Orc 
Jack Manning Ora 


re 


Billy Kelly 


———__ 


Orchard Ing 
Rudy Gale Org 


Pines 
Don Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Org 
Shangri. 
_eve Matthews 
orothy Matt 
Betty Carrol 
Squirrel © 
a Miller = 
ale Hark 
Pat Buras 
Milly Bradley 
Yacht Clap 
Don Roth Ore 
T&T Wilking 
Leonore Sola 
Johnny Gallus 
Guili Guili 
Paul Allen 
Shirley Heller 
Sky-Vue 
Tommy Carlyn 
Bill Dougan ™” 
Pee Wee Walker 





Billy Sagone 
Union Grin 
Sammy Walterg 
Frank Natals 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Michael Strange 
Jean Blanche 











Dorsay & Diane 
La Verne & Dee 


Coralli 





Hotel Hollendeg 
Terry Lawler 
Estelle Sloan 
Sharkey Seal 
Rolling Stones 
Sammy Watkins Ore 


Hotel Statler 
Glover & LaMae 
Patricia Willis 
Eddie Le Baron Ore 
Ernie Taylor 

La Conga Club 
Freddie Carlone Ore 


Lindsay’s Skybar 
Gladys Palmer 
Hal Simpson 


Monaco’s Cafe 
Franc Reynolds 
Carmelita & Lee 
Birdie Dean 
Manny Landers Ore 
Dinorah Ore 


Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 


3700 Club 


Sammy Wolfe 
Sammy Morris 
Bert Gilbert 
Don Walsh Ore 


Mario & Margarel 
Bill Groin 
Conga Teresa 
Jean Monti 
Eleanor Boland 


Hotel Lenox — 
(Lenox Arms) 


Bob Hardy Ore 





Kay Ivers : 
Hotel Minerva 
Bunny McVey Ore 
Barbara Douglass 
Hotel Somerset 
(Balinese Room) 
E Frothingham 
John Hoysradt 
Harry Marshard 0 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Howard Jones Ore 
Jack Edwards 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
International Cafe 
Ted Crowley Ore 
Norman Bolster 
Frances Grant 
Archie O'Brien 
Roberts & Trebor 
Ken Club 
Farren Bros Ore 
Russ Howard 
Carney & Cress 
Latin Quarter 
Anthony Bruno Ore 
Rhumboliers Ore 
Sims & Balley 
Billy Reyes 
Jerry Andrews 
Carisse & V Ballet 
Knight Sis 
Irene Donahue 
Jack Beekman 
Wally Wanger Gis 
(Lounge Bar) 
Hum & Strum 
Escudero & La Plats 
Miami Grove 


Jimmy McHale Ore 
Lennie Fitz 

Tom Chales 

Ella May Waters 
Phillips & Breet j 
Oscar Carmel 4 
Elano Norton 
Arthur Martel 


Rio Casino 
George Harris Ore 7 





Carmen del Rio Ore 
Harry Spear 
Buster Keim Rev 
Aunt Jemima 
F & M Dearbor 
Sascha Leonino 
Patricia King 
Kay Doyle 
Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Moore & Revel 
Hartnells 
Ray Pike 
Jimmy Marr 
Adele Corey 
The Cave 


Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriv® 
Carmen Adrians 
Pir-ettes (5) 
Adele Corey 
Tic-Too 
Joe Nevils Ore 
Sinclair Beef Tras 
Dodson : 
Chick & Louise 
Hal McIntyre Ore 
Vera Lamont 
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denominations and on each pay day 
the manager gives the employee his 
salary plus the odd change, or that 
portion of the change that he sub- 
scribed, in defense stamps, which 
are pasted in his book. The em- 
ployee may retain the book or the 
manager can put his name on it and 
keep it in the safe. 

Because we received such an over- 
whelming response in our theatre 
organizations we felt that the same 
plan could be put into effect in other 
theatre circuits and independent 

tres. 
Owe feel that this plan should re- 
ceive some publicity simply with the 
view in mind of putting into circu- 
Jation at this time of national stress 
as many defense stamps as possible. 
L. M. McKechneay, Treasurer. 
(Tri-States Theatre Corp.) 


Theatres, Cafes Make 
Change in U.S. Stamps 


New policy of asking patrons to 
accept their change in defense 
stamps instead of coin is being in- 
augurated in many theatres, res- 
taurants and niteries in New York. 
Rialto, New York, started the new 
plan Friday (19) with a trailer on 
the screen and signs at the boxoffice 
reiterating: ‘Do your share—ask for 
your change in Defense stamps.’ 

Audiences reportedly responded 
readily -to the plea, the house dis- 
posing of $137 in Defense stamps on 
Saturday (20) and continuing a 
rushing biz through the weekend. 

Rialto has $1 and $5 denomination 
stamps as well as 10, 25, and 50c 
issues, so that sales need not neces- 
sarily be limited to change coin. 
Similar Defense stamp sales plan 
has been started at the Alvin, N.Y., 
for ‘Lady in the Dark’ and other 
houses in the Times Square sector 
and elsewhere are rapidly falling in 
line, 

At some of the niteries and res- 
taurants service tips have in past 
few weeks been in form of Defense 
stamps, with various managers also 
posting signs at cash desks urging 
purchase of stamps. 


H’wood Guilds, Unions 
Unite in Bond Sale Drive 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Guilds and labor unions in the 
motion picture industry united in a 
100% drive to support the Treasury 
Department in the sale of Defense 
Bonds and Stamps. 

Resolution to that effect was 
adopted by a meeting composed cf 
Kenneth Thomson, representing the 
Screen Actors Guild, Herbert Sor- 
rell, Conference of Studio Unions, 
Harold V. Smith, International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employes, 
Joseph Touhy, Studio Teamsters, J. 
K. Wallace, Musicians Local 47, Les- 
lie Litomy, American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists, and other groups in the 
show business. 

Studio Painters Local 644 voted 
compulsory assessment on 1,000 mem- 
bers for purchase of at least one De- 
fense Bond before the February dues 
are accepted. Herbert Sorrell, biz 
rep, said local will buy around $30,- 
000 in bonds before the campaign 
ends. 

Workers who fail to buy a bond 


will not be permitted by union to 
work, 





4 Show Biz Unions Map 
U.S. Bonds-Stamps Bally 


Reps of four show biz unions met | 


with Treasury Department publicity 
men last Friday (19) and promised 
wholehearted support in getting 
their members to plug sale of de- 
fense bonds and stamps. Treasury 
asked that every live talent show. 
pawet it be by a band, vaude or 
egit, have at least one short an- 
houncement, somewhere in the pro- 
ceedings, urging the purchase of the 
Government issues. 
Pi span reps agreed to circularize 
€ir memberships at their own ex- 
eons. They asked the Treasury men 
. ra dozen or so suggested speeches 
~ & sentence or two. They also 
eee that theatre and nitery 
anagements be contacted by the 
ee to insure cooperation. 
em who attended were Paul 
i zell, exec secretary of Equity; 
- po cusmann, assistant to James 
* etrillo, prez of the American 
a arotion of Musicians; Gerald 
G in, exee secretary of American 
uild of Variety Artists, and Blanche 
itherspoon, of the American Guild 
of Musical Artists. 


Representing the Tr 
= ea - 
Pattment were sury De 


Tri-States’ Bond Payoff 
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Music Corp. of America, who is 
spcial advisor to the Treasury on the 
bond sale; Peter Finney, Treasury 
publicity head for New York State; 
Milburn McCarthy, of the press de- 
partment; Morris Abrahams, William 
Rainey and Charles Stone. 


WB’s Special Pitt Radio 


Show to Push Stamp Sales 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 23. 


Defense bond campaign will get 
another hypo locally through a half- 
hour weekly program which Warner 
Bros. will do in conjunction with 
station WWSW. Show, set for every 
Monday afternoon, will be aired 
under the title of ‘Keep "Em Smiling’ 
and is to emanate from backstage at 
the Stanley, where Broadway and 
Hollywood names will be inter- 
viewed ad lib by Walt Framer. En- 
tertainers will also do their special- 
ties as well. 

Tieup works this way. Listeners 
will be urged to send in 10c and a 
self-addressed envelope, in return 
for which they will get a 10c defense 
stamp in addition to an autugraphed 
picture of the Stanley’s stage per- 
sonality of the week. Program was 
launched yesterday (22), featuring 
Martha Raye and Jan Savitt’s band. 








Candy Profits Into Bonds 
Los Angeles, Dec. 23. 

Fox West Coast Theatres Employ- 
ees Benefit Fund has been enriched 
in 1941 by $75,000. This is from 25% 
of the profits from theatre candy 
salés. 

Entire amount is to be invested in 
defense bonds and plan is to similar- 
ly invest all such coin until a suit- 


worked out. Then a portion of the 


money will go into reserve for cash 
dishout payments. 


Floyd Odlum 
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the parent company. Service charges 
for accounting, financing, treasury 
department would be levied on both 
the film and exhibition subsids, thus 
giving the parent organization a 
source of revenue where it is strictly 
a holding company currently. There 
is now an RKO service company, 
which is a subsid of Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum, and whether this outfit 
will be transferred to the parent 
company wing or a new company 
formed is uncertain. 

Meantime, George J. Schaefer's 
new contract with RKO has not yet 
been signed though a general agree- 
ment has reportedly been arrived at. 
Indications are that signaturing of a 
new pact with Schaefer is being held 
up until a stockholders’ 
called, with weight of Odlum’s stock 
holdings then to be swung into the 
balance. 


appointments were made at RKO 
board of directors meeting on Mon- 
day (22). Robert H. Dann and Will- 
iam F. Whitman were appointed as- 
sistant secretaries of the RKO par- 
ent company. 
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cially since percentage deals are 
much more prevalent than in pre- 








Jack Leat,* p,a: for | 


consent times. It is admited, how- 


ever, that exhibitors will have a 
legitimate claim for concessions 
should blackouts and similar war 
emergency measures continue to 


affect picture houses. Most distribs 
fee] that the upsurge in b.o. grosses 
is inevitable, as in England and 


Canada, and for the time being can- | 


not foresee any necessity for price 


concessions as far as could be 
ascertained. 

Skouras’ B.O. Survey 
Meantime, Spyros Skouras has 


been surveying the b.o. damage done 
to the Fox West Coast Theatres and 
other National Theatres affiliates 
during the first week of war and 
will likely have a complete report to 
present to distribs. It is likely that 
the Skouras survey will be consid- 
ered, National Theatres, with over 


515 houses in various circuit-subsids, | 


able pension plan for employees is , 


meeting is | 


In addition to Wagner, two other | 


| 


has so far made no request for rental | 


concessions. 

Bulk of the exhib squawks for im- 
mediate rental cuts came from the 
Coast last week, some were reported 
from eastern exhibs, and practically 
none from the midwest and south 
despite that these latter situations 
were also adversely affected. 

Due to the war scare On the Coast. 


dates on Jules Levey’s ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
which had been set for the Pacific 
Slope for the holidays, are being: 
pulled. Levey, who distributes 
through Universal, is of the opinion 
that Coast engagements at this time 
would be to the detriment of the 
picture. It opens at the Rivoli, N. Y., 
tomorrow night (Christmas) follow- 
ing openings tonight (Xmas eve) in 
the Surf and Lincoln, Miami, houses 
operated by the Wometco circuit. 

It goes into around 200 other se- 
lected dates between now and the 
first of the year. 

Picture is being sold separately, 
and U is not obligated to deliver it 
to either Loew’s or RKO under sea- 
sonal product deals giving half of 
the product to each. Not decided as 
yet whether film will be sold to RKO 
or Loew’s, but probably the latter, 
especially since its metropolitan N. Y. 
circuit is larger and more important 
than RKO. 


Army Puts 10,000 





Sacramento, Dec. 23. 


California State Fair, slated to 
open Sept. 4, is likely to be can- 
celled as a war measure, according 
to George Killion, State Finance Di- 
rector. County fairs drawing large 
crowds may also come under the 
ban. ° 

Army idea is to limit all public 
gatherings to 10,000. 
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Inter-American Affairs (Rockefeller 
Committee) and the Office of Co- 
ordinator of Information (Col. Wil- 
liam J. Donovan). 

John Hay Whitney, head of the 
Film Division of the Inter-American 
Affairs office, has had extremely 
cordial relations with Hollywood in 
promoting South American good will 
via films and has also been a partner 
of David O, Selznick and in other 


Hollywood deals. Handling films in 
Donovan’s office is John Ford, who 
gave up his Hollywood directorial 
pacts to go to work in the war effort. 
Bugaboo for Filmers 


While Mellett, former Scripps- 
Howard editor and now chief of the 
Office of Government Reports, is re- 
spected as an able and efficient pub- 
lic servant, he has had no experience 
| in films, and what the studios always 
| fear is the possibility of ‘dictating.’ 

Hollywood is ready to do its part but 
| wants to be sure that what it does 
is best for maximum results. 

It is figured that the President, on 
the other hand, may have named 
Mellett because his previous insula- 
tion from the business will 
less favoritism or partiality. 

The President, in his formal letter 
defining Mellett’s duties (copy here- 
with), stresses that the motion pic- 
ture must be kept free and clear of 
| censorship and restrictions. 


Coincident with the announcement 
of Mellett’s appointment, Francis S. 
Harmon, head of the industry’s 
newly-organized War Activities Com- 








ment. 
Mellett will not leave his post as 
head of OGR, but will add films to 


his other duties. It is reported that 
Dr. Leo C. Rosten (nom-de-plume, 
Leonard Q. Ross) will be his contact 
| man with Hollywood, Dr. Rosten 
| was handed that job some time ago, 
| but the post was quietly discontinued 


and Rosten wasn’t heard from in that 
connection until Mellett’s name came 
up recently. Rosten is the author of 
‘Hollywood,’ volume on the film 
colony which came out a few weeks 
ago. 

Said to be the man in Mellett’s 
corner in swinging the sharply-con- 
tested job to him was Stephen Early, 
of the Presidential secretariat. Its 
duties entail coordination of all the 
varied activities of the Government 
having to do with films, although 
how far the Donovan and Whitney 
staffs will come under his supervi- 
sion isn’t known yet. Much of their 
work has to do with foreign propa- 
ganda, and Mellett has indicated he 
realizes the special nature of their 
work and there will be a minimum 
of interference. 








Attendance Limit 
OnCoastFairs, Etc. 


insure | 


| rector of the Music Hall, N. Y., stated 


i 
| 
| 
| 


| 


mittee, was named to represent the | 


industry in dealing with the Govern- | theatres to relax and enjoy them- 








; Lose The Blackout Blues _ 
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to what the war means to them. 

According to the general manager 
of one of the affiliated circuits, the 
buyer for a local clothing company 
came into his theatre and, mention- 
ing that he had read last week’s 
‘Variety,’ ventured the opinion that 
‘you fellows must be pretty worried.’ 
This operator, telling a ‘Variety’ rep- 
resentative that ‘we probably didn’t 
realize how many folks out of the 
show business also buy your paper,’ 
felt that the best service to be 
rendered the b.o. would be to play 
down the scare angle, the sand 
buckets, reserve water supply, etc., 
of theatres. 


Keep Precautions Q. T. 


During the past week Henry An- 
derson, in charge of the insurance 
department of Paramouni, prepared 
a lengthy list of instructions for all 
of the approximate 1,500 Par thea- 
tres. The comprehensive plan for 
theatre air-raid precautions includes 
many items for the manager to re- 
member but due to the change in 
the stance so far as the public is con- 
cerned, Anderson and other execu- 
tives of Par are not making the en- 
tire report public property. It in- 








cludes some possible eventualities of 
a nature designed to scare that Par 
does not think is wise to put into | 


print. As a result, ‘Variety’ refrains | j, continued last week 


from mentioning some of the possi- 
bilities known to have been brought 
up by Anderson. 


However, with Anderson’s 





among other instructions: 


‘The theatre may be acceptable as | 


an air raid shelter, or if not, the 
audience will have to be evacuated 


'and transferred in an orderly man- 


ner to the designated shelter. The 
theatre staff should be drilled in the 





| 
| 


thing for the national morale for the 
people to neglect amusement and 
recreational pursuits and spend too 
much time at the radio listening to 
somber accounts of the war. It seems 
to me that the committee as a pre- 
liminary step might enlist the aid of 
public officials and prominent per- 
sonages in urging the people to con- 
tinue their usual pastimes and diver- 
sions. All thoughtful persons recoge 
nize the need for respite from the 
strain and anxiety of war.’ 

Kirsch suggests that statements 
along this line be solicited from the 
President, governors, mayors, fa- 
mous athletes and others in the pub- 
lic eye, 

‘Think of the effect,’ he remarks, 
‘if some doctor with a natioral repu- 
tation should say, ‘I prescribe fre- 
quent trips to the movies as a reme 
edy for wartime jitters,’ or if some- 
one in authority should say, ‘I wish 
I had the power to order the people 
to go to the movies at least once a 
week for the sake of their morale 
and the good of their health. 


More Pros and Cons On 
Air-Raid Behaviorism 


Confusion of theatre managers as 
to whether to dismiss their audiences 
in event of an air raid or hold them 
although 
much of the hysterical thinking of 
the first week of war abated. While 
advice generally handed out to man- 








ap- | agers was to continue the show and 


proval, the following may be quoted, | 


hold the audience, many theatre offi+ 
cials began to realize that’s probe 
ably easier said than done when the 
first sound of air raid sirens is heard 
in the house. 

Querying revealed that the British 
were faced with the same dilemma 
in the early days of war and finally 


proper method of dismissing and | worked out a compromise technique, 


transferring the audience in an or-| When 


derly manner. If the theatre is an 
accepted shelter, it would appear de- 
sirable to keep the show going, or 
to play musical records. 

‘If pedestrians seek shelter in the 
theatre arrangements must be made 
to care for them in an orderly man- 
ner and in such a way that the audi- 
ence will not be disturbed. Ar- 
rangements may have to be made 
with the authorities for special war- 
dens to be assigned to the theatre.’ 

In connection with the thought 
that mature men should be assisting 
the manager and be on duty when 
the manager is away, Par’s insurance 
head suggests that a retired fireman | 
employed as a doorman or otherwise 
would be a valuable member of the} 
theatre staff. 

Bob Weitman, managing director | 
of the Paramount, N. Y., who is an 
alternate chief zone warden in Times 
Square under Robert K. Christen- 


the sirens let out their 
sceweams announcing that planes are 


|really over the city in force, the 





show is stopped and lights turned 
up. Manager then goes to the stage 
and announces a raid is in progress 
and there will be an intermission of 
two minutes, during which time any- 
one who wants to may leave. Virtu- 
ally no one ever leaves. 

Plan was explained by Raymond 
Daniell, chief London correspondent 
for the New York Times, who re- 
cently returned to this country after 
going through the blitz period in 
Britain. He termed ‘a lot of none 


| sense’ the plan promulgated here by 


civilian defense authorities for driv- 
ing people off the stz2et during a 
raid alarm, sending them to specified 


| floors in buildings and similar pre- 


cautions ,unless planes are actually 

overhead and dropping bombs. 
Had London followed such a 

scheme, said Daniell, the city would 


berry, manager of the Astor hotel, | have come to a standstill and any 





last week published ads in all N. Y.| theatre business would have been 


dailies stressing the need for relaxa- 
tion at this time. Copies of the ad, | 
which was signed by Weitman, so | 
impressed the Par h.o. theatre execu- 
tives that Leonard Goldenson, in 
charge of all exhibition operations 
of the company, sent it to every 
theatre manager of Par and its part- 
ners. ; 

W. G. Van Schmus, managing di- 


that his theatre was very well pre- 
pared to meet any emergency but 
that he didn’t think it was a good | 
idea to even mention it. Van Schmus, 
back on the job last Thursday (18) | 
after being ill several weeks, gave it 
as his opinion that the exhibitors | 
should do everything instead to en- 
courage people to come into the 





| selves. 





Harry Ilion, one of the largest | 
outdoor showmen in the business | 
who fears what might happen to} 
parks, Coney Island, beaches, 
other resorts as a result of 
especially if located on coastlines, 


says that it will be his policy to sug- 





| impossible. 


Raid alarms, unless they 
indicate that the enemy is approach- 
ing London in force, go virtually un- 
heeded and business proceeds as 
usual, Daniell declared. 





So. California Deplores 
The Sports Blackouts 


Los Angeles, Dec. 23. 
Civic authorities and merchants in 
Southern California are not so ene 
thusiastic about the orders of Lieut. 
General DeWitt in calling off time 
honored functions such as the Rose 


| Bow! football games, Pasadena Rose 


Tournament and Santa Anita horse 
races, They declare the sudden 
cessation of these events is bad for 
the public morale. 

There is a chance that the military 
authorities may consent to the open. 
ing of the Santa Anita track for its 
winter meeting. One of the argue 


and | ments is that Miami and New Or- 
war, | leans are going along with their 
| races as usual. Meanwhile the equine 


stars in training at Santa Anita are 


gest: ‘why be afraid—come out and | staying there, awaiting further news. 


enjoy yourself.’ 


‘Go to Movies, It’s Good 
For Your War Jitters’ 





Detroit's Test Blackouts 
Detroit, Dec. 23. 
Sample blackouts are being tried 


'in suburbs here housing large de- 


Suggestion that the film industry | fense industries, with severa] major 


promote the national morale by em-| tests scheduled for Detroit 


barking on an advertising and pub- | 
licity campaign to promote theatre 
attendance was made this week by 
Jack Kirsch, temporary chairman of 
the recently-organized Motion Pic- 
ture Industry Conference Committee 
and prez of Illinois Allied. Sugges- 
tion was contained in a letter to 
members of good-will and promo- 





tional committee of MPICC. 


itself, 
which feels it is a setup for a blitz 
raid on its key factories across the 
Canadian unpopulated areas. Thus 
far blackouts have done little to 
picture business, 

However, it is figured that while 
the numerous blackouts due here 
probably won’t cut off the nabe 
trade it will cut off the loop biz 
plenty during the experiments in 


‘The trade papers reflect the dev- | major Detroit, since motorists have 
astating effect on theatre attendance | shown a reluctance to travel any 


| 


of the entry of this country into the | distance through murky streets full 


war,” Kirsch. stated. ‘It is not a good 


of cars. 
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WHEN OVE THEATRE SELLS MORE TICKETS 


THAN F/VE THEATRES, THAT'S NEWS/ 








..and that’s the story of Washington’s World Premiere! 


i 





aw =<! 



















Tony Martin and Lt. Commander Herman — 

Spitzel, U.S.N., participate in the gala ““Moun- 1 
tain of Books” stunt at Loew's Palace where 
5,000 volumes were collected at the premiere 
for the Women's Newspaper Club to distri- 
bute to service men! 
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General Peyton March, former Chief-of-Staff, 5 

and Mrs. March were among the Washington 

celebrities to contribute to the “Mountain of p 

Books” collection at the first performance! : 

Yes, at 8:45 Thursday night, Loew's Palace which seats . Be 0 
3 Vv 

_2,400 had 3,703 people in the house...1,300 standing! - . 
The box-office was forced to close for almost an hour : 
—and at one o'clock opening day Loew's Palace had 5 
1] 

more people in the theatre than the combined audi- : 
e,° : ve p n 

ences of five opposition theatres! The greatest record- These eenediies freee seven latin Ameen . 
i ‘ ; : countries express Good Neighbor solidarity | 
breaking pre-Christmas opening in the history of by selecting Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. as their ; 
Washington. Held over for a second week, of course! waverne sereen ar! | ee 
a 


EDWARD SMALL __ r.y | 

siti ) 

Alexandre Dumas’ MOSt | \Gh 
AMAZING ADVENTURE ROMANCE! : er f 


THEW :  Dougéed FAIRBANKS, se. | 
\ RUTH WARRICK - AKIMTAMIROFF | 


J. Carrol Naish - H. B. Warner - Henry Wilcoxon 
John Emery - Gloria Holden - Veda Ann Borg 


* pirected ty GREGORY RATOFF 
Screenplay by George Bruce From 2 free adaptation.of the Dumas story by George Bruce and Howard Estabrook 
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